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During this past year, Pastor Merle announced his plan to retire. Find 

out Pastor Merle’s retirement timeline as well as other transitional 

plans for Trinity Lutheran’s pastoral staff.  

Principal Bill Meyer says Trinity Lutheran’s school had plenty of  

reasons to rejoice and celebrate during this past year. 

Have you ever wondered what was behind the glass-enclosed window 

in the hallway between the business office and the art room? Tracy 

Dunn gives all the details, including how the artwork arrived at  Trinity.  

Ministries at Trinity Lutheran were very blessed this past year through 

the faithful giving of congregational members. 

God has it covered. Tony Dixon, who is Trinity’s Director of Youth and 

Young Adults, shares how God provided every need during the Youth 

Group’s journey to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. 

Check out some of the upcoming events happening at Trinity Lutheran, 

including the first day of school and Rally Day. 
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Equipping people to grow in Christ  

at home to go in service ... 

ON THE  
FRONT 

After many years of 
wear and tear, Trinity 

Lutheran’s chapel  
windows were in need 

of major repairs. 
In June, the chapel  

window project was 
completed. And as you 

can see from the  
picture on the front of 

this edition of The  
Vision, the chapel now 

has an eye-catching 
new look. 

You can learn more 
about the replacement 

of the chapel  
windows, along with 

the history behind the  
project in this edition of 

The Vision. 
The chapel window  

project was just one of 
the many events or  

happenings that took 
place at Trinity in the 

past year. 
This edition takes a look 
back at 2016, giving us 

momentum and an  
opportunity to  

celebrate as we enter 
into a new fiscal year.  

What’s inside?  

 



he financial books have been closed on 
the 2016 year at Trinity Lutheran Church 
and School, but the storylines from the 
past 365 days are far from the  
words – The End. 

During the past year, 
phrases and words such as 
legacy, faith, lavished, love, 
giving, task force,  
organizational chart,  
empowering, ministry  
descriptions, Call  
Committee, giving circle, 
pastor, transition, name 
tags, caring, welcoming, and  
sharing have filled the  
subject line and bodies of 
emails as well as the  
weekend Highlights. 

In the past 12 months, 
Trinity Lutheran has  
welcomed former pastors, 
missionaries and even the 
Iowa District East  
President. 

Trinity Lutheran has 
witnessed God at work in 
baptisms, weddings,  
confirmation, graduation,  
funerals, band concerts, 
Christmas programs, the 
commissioning of the 
youth, a food drive, plus 
many more, including the 
most important – a  
sanctuary for children and 
families to hear the Word 
and receive the Sacrament 
of  Holy Communion. 

A Legacy of Faith was 
the ministry theme for this 
past year, with many seeds 
being planted as Trinity 
looks to the future. 

ABOUT THE VISION 

2016:A year filled with 
continued thanksgivings 

Throughout this past year, task force teams 
comprised of members and staff were created to 
take action in numerous areas of our life  
together. 

A Call Committee was formed to seek out an  
additional pastor, Trinity School was blessed 

with an enrollment of more than 
380 students, Vacation Bible 
School welcomed almost 
300 children and 67 volun-
teers for the week, Trinity’s  
summer program welcomed 
almost 100 children, and  
Pastor Merle announced 
that he would be retiring in 
2017. 
     There were others as 
well, including a name-tag  
initiative, the purchase and 
installation of new sanctu-
ary lights, the repair of the 
chapel windows, small-
group opportunities, Advent  
Activities, Lenten Suppers, 
Sunday School and Adult  
Bible Study classes on  
Sunday mornings. 
     The are many more  
blessings and thanksgivings 
that we need to celebrate 
during the past 12 months, 
including some that will be 
highlighted in this edition of 
The Vision. 
     The happenings and hard 
work done by many this 
past year breathe life into 
our mission of equipping, 
serving and growing.  
       As we focus on these 
blessings from the past 
year, we also can look ahead 
to 2017, where more  
chapters and storylines – a 
continuation of our Legacy 
of Faith –will become visible 
with no end in sight.  

KNOW AND BE KNOWN 
The Know and be Known name-tag initiative 

— created by one of the task force teams 

this past fall — was designed  to help make  

Trinity Lutheran a place where everybody 

knows your name, but even more  

importantly,  a place where everyone knows 

and cares more about each other.  

TRINITY COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
BY TIM LEIBOLD  

T 



Pastor Merle’s plans for retirement  

Pastor Merle was installed at Trinity Lutheran in September of 2007. 

To hear more from Pastors Vokt and Warnsholz 

through their messages, go to trinitydavenport.org 

Pastor Merle announced his timeline for retirement this past year. While he hasn’t set a tentative date,  

Pastor Merle is aiming for the fall of 2017 for his retirement.   

BY PASTORS VOKT, WARNSHOLZ  

TRINITY LUTHERAN PASTORS 

On May 21, the voting members of 
our congregation met in the Sanctu-
ary for a Call Meeting. The first part 
of the agenda included time in the 
Word and in prayer. 

After the devotion, the next item 
of business was the presentation of a 
motion from the Board of Directors. I 
had previously shared the content of 
this motion with Dr. Brian Saunders, 
IDE President, our Elder Ministry 
Team and Board of Directors. The 
motion asked the Board of Directors 
to accept my request to transition my 
responsibilities from Senior Pastor to 
Associate Pastor. 

part of  Pastoral Staff transition 



As Pastor Merle and I continue to work out de-
tails of our transition plans, please be assured that 
we will strive to communicate them to you and 
the lay leadership of our congregation. 

The following paragraphs contain information 
that Pastor Merle would like to share: 

While I do not have an exact retirement date 
yet, I’d like to tentatively aim for fall 2017. If the 
Lord allows for it, I would celebrate 10 years of 
active service to Trinity at that time. 

After entering retirement, I’d like to continue 
to be involved in the life of the congregation, and 
would be willing to serve in whatever way would 
be helpful to the pastoral and lay leaders of  
Trinity. 

In my emeritus status, I could envision doing 
some preaching and teaching here, but also be 
available to assist vacant congregations in Iowa 
District East or Central Illinois. 

I also plan to become more involved in serving 
as a chaplain for the Davenport Police and Fire 
Departments, and would also like to do volunteer 
work with the Mississippi Valley Blood Center. 

What else do I see ahead? Well, Lois and I are 
looking forward to doing some traveling, and we 
have found that we really cherish warmer cli-
mates in the winter! 

That means we plan to be away from the bit-
terly cold north winds and snow for longer peri-
ods of time than we have in the past. 

I have very much enjoyed being involved in the 
ministry here at Trinity. 

You all have been so supportive and loving to 
Lois and I. If God has used me to bring His love 
and message of salvation to you in some way, to 
Him be the glory.  

May He continue to bless all of us as we seek to 
serve Him. 

In addition, the motion indicated that while the 
congregation waits for an acceptance of a Divine Call 
for the Senior Pastor/Executive Pastor position, that I 
would serve as Interim Senior Pastor. This motion 
was approved by the Board of Directors at their 
meeting on May 9. 

This same motion was shared with congregation 
on May 21, and after brief discussion was approved 
by the voting members present. 

So what led me to compose this motion and share 
it with the leaders of our district and congregation? I 
believe the best answer I can give you is the Holy 
Spirit. I began to feel His gentle nudging to make this 
transition about a year ago when Pastor Merle and I 
began to visit about his thoughts and plans for his 
retirement. That conversation and my involvement in 
the Feasibility Study that took place last August and  
September helped to lead me to put together the  
motion that was eventually approved by the Board 
and our congregation. 

Someone in the past month or two asked me if 
this motion meant I would begin to feel a reduction in 
the demanding schedule that I have experienced as 
Senior Pastor. I recall expressing some laughter at 
that statement, but also quickly explaining that I 
planned to begin to focus on leading and developing a 
number of ministry areas in the congregation. 

One of those areas is Generosity Ministry, and I 
recently participated in a three-day workshop of-
fered by the Lutheran Foundation to help me help the 
congregation to grow in the grace of giving. Another 
area that I will begin to transition into in the future 
will be involvement in giving oversight to the Care 
Ministry that was begun by Pastor Gib Mueller and 
led by Pastor Merle the past nine years. 

This area of ministry, like every other area of min-
istry, will be dependent upon the faithful efforts of 
the lay members of our congregation. 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

On Aug. 28,  

Trinity Lutheran 

will be hosting a 

service  

celebration and 

luncheon,  

recognizing  

Pastor Vokt’s          

30 years of          

pastoral service. 



Reflecting back on a past year can bring 
great joy. Looking back can provide reasons 
to  rejoice in the triumphs and successes, no 
matter how big or small.   

Looking back also can help one to see the 
ways continued growth can take place. 

And so it is as I look back on the  
2015-2016 school year. There are many  
reasons to rejoice! However, because our 
ministry is intended to equip and build up 
sinner/saints, there are always opportunities 
to try again. We lived our lives at Trinity the 
past year under the theme “A Legacy of 
Faith.” 

Last August, the year began with 385  
students enrolled in preschool through grade 
eight. Of these 385 precious souls committed 
to our care, 108 were in our preschool  
program. When the year began, we also  
welcomed four new members to our staff. 
Mrs. Kim Gravert began her duties in one of 
our preschool classrooms, while Michael  
McCartney took over duties as sixth-grade 
home room and middle-school social studies. 
Ms. Joni Rebarcak joined Trinity as a fifth-
grade teacher.  Mrs. Robyn Gray also began 
her tenure as the classroom music and vocal 
instructor. 

BY  BILL MEYER 

Reflecting back on a school year can bring great joy. 
Looking back can provide reasons to rejoice in the 

triumphs and successes, no  
matter how big or small. 

  

REFLECT 

BY THE NUMBERS 
In addition to having an enrollment of 385 

students to begin last school year, Trinity 

Lutheran also welcomed four new  

members to its faculty and staff. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN PRINCIPAL  



It was a blessing to see these new members of the 
staff blossom and grow in their first year. They joined 
20 other full-time teachers, four part-time instructors, 
and eight part-time teacher aides. In addition, our staff 
also includes one full-time secretary, who is supported 
by two others part-time. 

We are blessed to have one individual who shares 
time between three important roles. Mr. Tim Leibold 
splits his time between being the admissions counselor, 
co-athletic director, and communication director for 
church and school. 

 

School revenue 
This past year, school revenue - from all sources - 

increased by a total of $112,075.52. This represents a 
10 percent increase over the previous year. Over the 
past four years, the average percentage increase in  
revenue has been 9.25 percent.  These increases are to 
annual increases in tuition as well as growth in overall 
enrollment. 

 

Other ministry highlights 
- We were blessed to have nine children, who attend 

our school, baptized. Another 13 parents completed 
membership classes and have joined our faith family. 
Also during this past year, a task force was formed that 
developed a master plan to reach out in love to all  
families with the love of Christ. 

- Our school year began with hundreds of students 
and parents participating in a color run. We ended with 
hundreds at our end-of-the year picnic, enjoying a great 
meal while also feasting on God’s Words of encourage-
ment. 

- The student body worshiped weekly at our chapel 
services. God’s Word was faithfully shared by our dedi-
cated teachers every day. Our students sang of their 
love and prayed to their Savior endlessly. 

- The faculty completed a review of the Language 
Arts curriculum. The results of this study are that some 
supplementary materials will be added in the coming 
year. Students in first-fifth grade participated in MAP 
assessment. (A computerized assessment that provides 
very specific information on the progress that each 
child is making). 

AT A GLANCE 

A Legacy of Faith served as the ministry theme for 

this past school year.  

 

Enrollment by church membership of students: 
Members at Trinity    28% 
Non-Lutheran congregations   28% 
No Church membership   27% 
Other LCMS congregation   11% 
Other Lutheran congregation    6% 

Financial support by source: 
Tuition/fees/other    64% 
Congregational support   36% 

- Students in sixth-eighth grade enjoyed out-
door education experiences. 

- We expanded the reach of our Wi-Fi network 
throughout the building, including the addition of 
guest access. 

- Several middle school students did well 
enough with science fair projects that they were 
selected to advance to the state fair. 

- The Annual Fund campaign topped $15,000 in 
donations. 

- The eighth annual plant sale had record pre-
sales of more than $63,000. (The profits from an-
nual fund and plant sale were used for technology 
improvements, future planning needs, and tuition 
assistance). 

- The School Ministry Team established the goal 
of hosting quarterly events that will serve as out-
reach conduits to all families. 

- The Shining Stars program includes before 
school, after school, and summer care.  The before-
school program averaged about 15 students last 
year. The after-school program averaged 65 stu-
dents. During the summer, more than 100 children 
take advantage of our program. 

- The faculty staged another dramatic produc-
tion in early June.  

The list of ministry blessings could go on end-
lessly, especially if we were able to look into the 
hearts that are impacted for Christ as a result of 
this ministry that we share. 

As a congregation, we have been blessed to 
support a school ministry for all 145 years of our 
existence. 

The Legacy of Faith is passed down from gener-
ation to generation. The Ministry of Trinity Luther-
an School is one of the ways that we carry out our 
Mission Mandate, “to equip people to grow in 
Christ and to go in service.” 

Ultimately, we as a congregation are called to 
action by the words:  “Go and make disciples of all 
nations…” 

May our Almighty God keep us ever focused on 
His mission!  



It seems like just yesterday that we held the first informa-
tional meeting for high school students, giving them the 
chance to sign up for the LCMS National Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans. In reality, that meeting was more than 10 
months ago. 

At the time, no one could have imagined what God would 
do to prepare our group for this one-of- a-kind experience. 

The first sign-up sheet yielded about 14 participants. This 
was a decent-sized group, but the youth ministry team felt 
that there was potential for more youth to join us. 

As the months went by, our group began fundraising  
efforts. We estimated that the cost per person for our trip, 
including all expenses, would be about $1,000. 

PAID  

FULL 
in 

God provides 

for every 

need as  

Trinity’s 

Youth Group 

makes  

journey to 

the National 

Youth  

Gathering in 

New Orleans 

A total of 31 individuals from Trinity Lutheran and Our Savior  

Lutheran in Bettendorf spent five days in New Orleans growing in 

faith and community at the National Youth Gathering.  

BY TONY DIXON 
TRINITY’S DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS 



TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT 

THE YOUTH, 

YOUNG 

ADULT  

PROGRAMS 

CONTACT  

TONY AT  

563-323-8001 

So there it was, our goal clearly laid out in 
front of us. We had 10 months to raise 
$14,000. Although that task seemed a bit 
overwhelming at the time, we were confident 
that God had called each of our participants 
to attend this gathering, and that He would 
make it happen. 

Throughout the months to follow, our 
group dedicated time to prepare and raise 
funds for the trip. We served meals, cleaned 
yards, and set up the annual craft show. All 
the while, God was at work in a different way. 

He was adding to the number of youth 
attending the trip. By the time January hit, 
the youth ministry team realized that we 
were facing an even larger challenge. 

As the number of youth participants grew, 
we were faced with a decision - continue to 
allow sign-ups or turn kids away because of 
our concerns that we couldn’t possibly raise 
enough for everyone to attend the Gathering. 

Our team prayed, discussed and decided 
to continue sign-ups. When all was said and 
done, God placed the desire in the hearts of 
31 people to attend the trip in New Orleans. 

This was GREAT news but also posed a 
much greater challenge financially — our 
fundraising goal had more than doubled. 

As the months went by, God provided. Our 
initial thought was that if we raised enough 
to cover most of the trip cost, our families 
would only incur the cost of food for the trip. 

We had moments of doubt and concern, 
but we tried to remember that God provides 
for His people. In the final weeks leading up 

to our trip, we took a closer look at the fundraising 
and support that we had received over the previ-
ous year. Somehow, what seemed impossible only 
a few months before became possible. 

Through the support of people at Trinity, fami-
ly members, and the community, God provided for 
every single youth and adult to attend the National 
Youth Gathering. They wouldn’t have to pay any-
thing beyond their initial deposit! 

Just think about it, we were considering closing 
registration because we were worried that we 
might not have enough. It seems silly and even 
embarrassing to think that several young people 
from our group would not have had the opportuni-
ty to grow in faith and community during the 5 
days we spent in New Orleans. 

Our time at the Gathering was spent focusing 
on and studying Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 
Right there, in Chapter 4 Paul speaks about God’s 
provision for His people. Verse 19 says, “And my 
God will supply every need of yours according to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

Our amazing God provides us with everything 
we need. In this case, it was the resources to take a 
group of 31 youth and adults from Trinity to New 
Orleans for a week of Bible study, fellowship, and 
worship in Christ alone. 

I am grateful that God provided financially, and 
yet even more important is the provision that we 
were reminded is found IN CHRIST ALONE! 

In Christ Alone, God has provided more than 
we deserve. In Christ Alone, we are redeemed. In 
Christ Alone, we are no longer sinners, but saints. 
In Christ Alone, we have the promise of eternity. 

God has truly provided for our every need! 

More than 25,000 

people packed into 

New Orleans’  

Mercedes-Benz  

Superdome for 

worship and  

reflection during 

the National Youth 

Gathering. 



ART 
Work of  

Longtime Trinity  

member creates  

artwork that can  

inspire all 

Butcher, teacher, fisherman, musician, scrubwom-
an, tailor, architect, student, athlete, parent, laborer, 
pastor. 

Which one might you relate to? 
Intricately carved from wood, mounted and 

framed behind glass, these vocations are on perma-
nent display in the hallway between Trinity’s finance 
office and art room. 

The artwork, created by longtime Trinity member 
Art Kuehn more than four decades ago, faces a row of 
blue school lockers. But the donors of the large piece 
hope that more than schoolchildren will take the time 
to notice it, study it, and contemplate its message. 

The Bible verse in the lower-right corner of the 
artwork is 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.” 

“If you look at the whole piece, you’ll find your rel-
atives, anybody you know. All families — all people — 
can find themselves in there,” says one of the donors, 
who asked not to be named. “That’s what it’s all 
about; when they’re doing their job, they’re glorifying 
God. It doesn’t have to be an occupation, it can be any-
thing we’re doing — speaking, sharing, we should all 
be doing it for God’s glory, not for ourselves.” 

 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY TRACY DUNN 

TRINITY COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 



The inspiration for the artwork came from a poster that 
was used in Sunday School materials at Trinity in the 
1970s. One of the teachers and her husband were struck 
by the beauty and symbolism in the picture, which was of 
a large, wooden mural of vocations on display in New 
York City. 
When the couple built their home in Davenport, designed 
by their friend and architect Art Kuehn, they included a 
curved wall in their dining room. That wall became the 
“gallery” for the artwork they commissioned Kuehn to 
do: a personalized version of the carved mural in that 
poster. 
“The key to the whole thing is the bible verse,” the donor 
emphasized. “The original piece had different occupa-
tions and things, but basically, the theme was, ‘No matter 
what you do, you serve God.’” 
Some figures changed for the Trinity couple’s piece. “My 
grandfather was a tailor, and my father was a fisherman,” 
said the donor. “My husband worked for Oscar Mayer, so 
the butcher in the mural is holding up hotdog links … 
There’s a teacher and little students sitting there. It 
shows that even learning is to the glory of God. 
“The center of the whole piece is the pulpit and the pas-

tor — the Word being preached — and that’s what it’s all about. The heart of it is the Gospel right there. 
There’s so much you could sit and reflect on. It’s that key verse: Give the glory to God. That was my  
motivation.” 

Earlier this summer, Kuehn visited Davenport, where he had worked as an architect for many years. His 
daughters, Dawn Capper and Diane Wild, both graduated from Trinity Lutheran School, and he recalls 
coaching them in basketball and being instrumental in the design and construction of the church’s ball  
diamond, as well as the school playground. 

Kuehn also was the architect for Trinity’s expansion that included the current gymnasium and kitchen. 
He and his wife, Rita, were married at Trinity, and reside in San Diego, Calif., where, though retired, he  
continues to design and build construction projects as well as create sculpture and other artwork for his 
family, friends and church. 

During his visit, Kuehn examined his handiwork and posed for a photo (shown below) with it. He said  
each of the 16 pieces took about two days to carve, and they each interlock. Delicate wire holds together 
the individual hotdogs, and 
serves as the tailor’s thread. 

“I put the picture to scale, 
then transferred that to solid 
blocks of wood, then started 
carving in the wood,” Kuehn 
explained. 

Since its creation around 
1976-77, the piece has occu-
pied three of the donors’ 
homes, making the move from 
Davenport to Wisconsin and 
back, before landing in its cur-
rent place of honor at Trinity in 
2011. Originally not behind 
glass, the donors had it encased 
to protect it in the very public 
environment of a church and 
school. 



BLESSING 
Noun: a special favor, mercy, or benefit; a favor or gift 

bestowed by God, thereby bringing happiness. 

What a tremendous blessing given by members of  

Trinity Lutheran’s congregation. In addition to the  

$1.77 million given to the general fund and the budgeted  

ministries of TLC, members gave to numerous ministries 

of Trinity and also outside projects. The lists — Gifts to 

Trinity Ministries, Gifts to Outside Ministries and Gifts to 

Building Projects— show the many ministries who  

received gifts from members for Fiscal Year 2016. 



Gifts to Trinity Ministries 

Gifts to Outside Ministries  

Gifts to Building Projects  

Building Maintenance Capital Projects  $111,380   

White Envelope Building Projects   $29,213   

Other gifts (Organ Fund, van, sound system) $375  

Gifts to Building Projects/Physical Plant  $140,968  

Worship Growth     $51,617   

Youth Gathering & Youth Ministry   $23,477   

TLS Annual Fund     $17,670   

Comfort Dog Care Ministry (Gracie)  $5,601   

Parish Worker Scholarship    $4,734   

Pastor Resources     $1,500   

VBS, Women's Ministry, Library   $983   

Gifts to TLC Ministries      $105,582  

Benevolent Fund    $47,689   

Kid's Against Hunger    $5,277   

Short Term Mission Trip    $2,452   

Missions      $1,445  

School chapel, Sunday School offerings $5,303 

Gifts to Trinity & Outside Ministries  $62,166 

 

Story and figures provided by Michelle Warner      Trinity Lutheran Business Manager 



Worship/Evangelism $9,187   $11,950 

Care Ministries  $2,872   $0 

Parish Life  $13,608  $15,800 

Parish Education $7,656   $10,300 

Christian Day School $43,259  $42,750 

Building and Grounds $171,527  $199,400 

Ministry Support $31,600  $41,650 

Staff Payroll  $2,044,177  $2,114,000 

Total Expenses  $2,446,100  $2,564,850 

Balance  (deficit) ($56,280)   

2016 

Trinity Financial Report 

2017 Budget 

Trinity’s Finance Ministry Team has 

closed the books for Fiscal Year 2016. 

Thank you to the faithful members of 

Trinity who generously contributed to 

our LORD’s work this past year. 

The challenge continues into the new 

fiscal year, as the approved budget  

anticipates continued growth in church 

and school income. We as a  

congregation should now prayerfully 

consider how we will respond to God’s 

grace with joyful generosity to enable 

Trinity to spread His Word and advance 

His Kingdom. Wouldn’t it be wonderful 

to end this new fiscal year with a  

dilemma of how to best use a surplus of 

funds to support our ministries? 

Malachi 3:10 – Bring the full tithes into 

the storehouse, that there may be food 

in my house; and thereby put me to the 

test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not 

open the windows of heaven for you and 

pour down for you an overflowing  

blessing.  

- By Trinity Finance Ministry Team 

Trinity’s operating budget income and expenses   

   Fiscal Year  Fiscal Year 

       

Regular Offerings $1,77,915  $1,200,000 

School receipts  $1,197,018  $1,360,000 

Misc. Income  $14,887  $16,800 

Total budget income $2,389,820  $2,576,800 

Budget expense   

Missions  $122,215  $129,000 



LAVISHED 
WITH LOVE 

Worship series an encouragement   
to grow in the grace of giving 

technical preparation) and presenting the infor-
mation to the congregation over two weekends. 

Thank you to Randy and Mary Ann Slusser as 
well as Jason and Julie Abramowski, along with an 
anonymous member for their stories of how God 
has moved them to give cheerfully, generously and 
freely. 

We thank Matt Hussong for designing the Bless-
ing handout as well as Tim Leibold for leading the 
efforts to communicate the Lavished with Love wor-
ship series to the congregation. 

We also thank Janet Levetzow and Pam Johansen 
for their efforts in preparing the mailings. The ef-
forts of Pastor Vokt and Pastor Merle need to be 
recognized as well for sharing the Word of God in 
the weekend worship services. Most of all, we need 
to thank You, Trinity members, who took time to 
attend the presentations, read the materials, re-
turned promise sheets and continue to faithfully 
and generously give.  

BY LOIS WARNSHOLZ 

GUEST CONTRIBUTOR  

Lavished with Love was our theme in worship 
for May and early June. 

Sermons, children’s messages, personal sto-
ries, presentations, mailings, emails and articles 
in the weekend Highlights were used to encour-
age members and guests to grow in the grace of 
giving. 

The worship series culminated on the week-
end of June 4-5 with “Thank You Sunday,” and the 
return of promise sheets that expressed our com-
mitments to worship, prayer, Bible study and giv-
ing. Lavished with Love was offered to create a 
process of helping followers of Jesus to respond 
with offerings that focus on the giving of thanks, 
to provide practical help in enabling members to 
make their stewardship response and also to 
teach and encourage Christian giving. 

Lavished with Love developed the weekly 
themes. The themes included: 

A LOVE that does more than we can imagine 
A LOVE that drives away all doubts 

Lavished with LOVE to live a life of LOVE 
Lavished with LOVE – A sacrificial LOVE 

A special thank you to Annette Casad and Bob 
Gaster for preparing the power-point presenta-
tion (and Rebecca Casad who took care of the 

How great is the love the Father 
has lavished on us that we should 

be called children of God. And 
that is what we are.  

1 John 3:1. 



There is certainly much to be said for praying 
individually in your quiet time. 

But the Bible mentions several instances of 
how effective it is to pray corporately with  
community in accord or agreement. 

One particular time when the disciples prayed 
together was after the ascension of Jesus into 
heaven, the 11 remaining apostles returned to 
Jerusalem and gathered together in an upper 
room to pray. There, they all joined together  
constantly in prayer, along with the women and 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with His brethren.   

Another effective instance of praying in one 
accord is recorded in Acts 12, when Peter had a 
miraculous escape from prison. Verse 5 says that, 
"so Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him.” 

How effective were these corporate prayers? 
We read further that an angel came into the 

prison to rescue Him. Verse 12 tells us that when 
Peter went to the house of Mary, the mother of 
John, also called Mark, where MANY people had 
gathered and were praying. Jesus tells us in  
Matthew 18:20 that "where two or three are  
gathered together in My name, there am I in the 
midst of them." 

So our prayer team at Trinity Lutheran takes this 
promise seriously from our Savior and gathers consist-
ently every Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. in the 
church library. 

During our prayer team time, we have a 15-minute 
Bible study, then spend 45 minutes praying for our 
Trinity family, our staff here, especially the pastors, 
principal, and our school. 

We lift up our music ministry also among many  
other ministries in the congregation. 

We pray for our government and all those in  
authority, the election process, our families, our armed 
forces, and several other social issues. 

Never more in the history of our nation has there 
been a more urgent time for us to gather together as 
the body of Christ, and pray in “one accord.” 

Our prayer team is especially joyous when we see 
evidence of prayers being answered. It is a time of 
thanksgiving. 

On July 17, Trinity's prayer team passed out prayer 
booklets to be used for your private or family prayer 
time. We feel in these perilous times that we should be 
fervently praying for the election process, and the  
safety of our nation. Copies of the booklet are available 
at the Welcome Center.  

For more information about the prayer team, or if 
you are interested in starting an evening prayer group, 
contact Lois Riese at 355-6097. 

BY LOIS RIESE 

TRINITY PRAYER TEAM LEADER  

Let us pray 

TOGETHER 

 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them. Matthew18:20 



For more events, go to trinitydavenport.org 

If you would like to schedule an event, contact the church office 

at 563-323-8001 

August 15: Installation of new 

sanctuary lights begins. 

August 17: Records and Fees 

Day at Trinity School. 

August 23: First day of 

school. 

August 24: LWML Picnic 

August 28: Pastor Vokt  

Anniversary celebration 

September 5: Church office, 

school closed for Labor Day  

September 11: Rally Day, 

beginning of Sunday School 

October 15: Kids Against 

Hunger 

November 7: Blood Drive at 

Trinity Church and School 

November 12: Craft Show 



BY TIM LEIBOLD 

After many years of wear and tear, Trinity  
Lutheran's east wall of the chapel now has an  
eye-catching new look. 

The project, which was completed in June,  
included the removal of the old windows and 
frames and the building of four brick piers, each 
having four facing walls, interior, exterior and 
sides, with a layer of Styrofoam insulation between 
them. 

The beginning stages of the chapel window  
project began about five years ago, when Trinity 
member Ken Stotmeister started asking what could 
be done to bring back the beauty to the exterior of 
the chapel and improve the air moisture infiltration 
problems.  

“One Sunday morning, as I looked at the altar, I 
looked at the large multi-colored vertical window 
behind it and wondered if we could emulate that 
look in the design of a new wall for the Chapel. If 
we could borrow the colored, “leaded-glass” look,” 
Ken said.  

The Jacoby Studio in St. Louis created the altar’s 
faceted glass window.  

Faceted glass is known as dalle de verre, cast 
glass or slab glass. 

The glass is shaped to the artist’s design by 
hammer and anvil or a diamond bladed saw. 

The cut pieces are then edge-chipped by  
chisels, thus faceting the edges which gives the 
glasses more brilliance. 

For Trinity’s  chapel window project, Glass 
Illusions of East Moline created the design and 
manufactured the new windows. 

Each of the four vertical spaces has two  
windows, making it easier to install and a  
smaller cost to replace them. 

The leaded-glass windows then were  
designed, using colors and textures to attempt to 
replicate the dalle de verre of Trinity Lutheran's 
sanctuary window, using an extra-wide strip  
between the individual pieces. 

After the eight windows were completed, 
they were shipped to Des Moines for each to be 
sealed between two pieces of clear tempered 
glass, for better insulation and protection and to 
make them easier to keep clean. 

They are now installed in maintenance-free 
aluminum frames. 

PIECING IT TOGETHER 
AFTER WEAR, TEAR, CHAPEL WINDOWS GET MAKEOVER 

TRINITY COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 



Gracie’s Ministry was busier than ever and even 

included a deployment to Orlando, Fla. 

MINISTRY 
MEMORIES 

A LOOK BACK AT 
HAPPENINGS FROM 

THIS PAST YEAR  

Vacation Bible School welcomed almost 300  

students and 67 volunteers. 

Trinity's LWML packaged 106 personal care kits and 

more than 10 baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief.  

More than 26,000 meals were packaged during 

the Kids Against Hunger Event at Trinity 

More than 20 baptisms were celebrated from  

January to July. 

Trinity kicked off its Sunday School year with a program 

that included a skit, dancing, singing and games.  



MINISTRY LEADERSHIP 

 

CONTACT US 

Church office: 323-8001 

School office: 322-5224 

Web: trinitydavenport.org 

Follow Trinity on  

Facebook and Twitter 

Michael Vokt (Interim Senior Pastor) michael.vokt@trinitydavenport.org 

To help offset some of the printing 

and paper costs, Trinity Lutheran 

would like to insert advertisements 

in each edition of The Vision, for a  

minimal fee. If you are interested in 

placing an advertisement or know of 

anyone that would be interested, 

please contact Tim Leibold at the 

school at 563-322-5224. 

Merle Warnsholz (Associate Pastor) merle.warnsholz@trinitydavenport.org 

Tony Dixon (Director of Youth) tony.dixon@trinitydavenport.org 

Bill Meyer (School Principal) bill.meyer@trinitydavenport.org 

Tim Leibold (Communications Director) timothy.leibold@trinitydavenport.org 

Michelle Warner (Business manager) michelle.warner@trinitydavenport.org 

BAPTISMS 

Baptisms and new members from January-July  Do you like to write? 
Take pictures? 

Have an interest in art or  
designing? 

Have a technology talent?  
You would be a perfect fit for 

Trinity’s Communications Team. 
If you are interested in learning 

more about Trinity’s  
Communications Team, contact 

Tim Leibold at  
563-322-5224. 

Kohry Curtis   Jordan Curtis 

Abbigail Le   Adam Le 

Josh Le    Mandy Le 

Kelley Nguyen   Della Dunbar 

Sebastian Riley  Eli Ullman 

Remington Paget  Emma Elm 

Chloe Le   Landon Steckel 

Hillary Goodwin  Ari Goodwin 

Gladys Alley   Jackson Kitzman 

Jace Haley   Calista Alcala 

Nataly Bahns   Shane Bahns 

NEW MEMBERS 

Michael and Jinnie Riley Megan Gayman 

Brie Muhlenbruck  Hillary Goodwin 

Darik Muhlenbruck  Christina Laban 

Jerry and Mary Preston Kelley Nguyen 

Laura Bahns   Greg Meyer 

Jane Marsh-Johnson 

 If you would like to be baptized or become a  

member at Trinity Lutheran, please contact the 

church office at 563-323-8001. 

Advertisers Needed 

Help Wanted 


