U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

TRIBAL CONSULTATION
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Two Tribal Consultation Webinar Opportunities Regarding the
Native American Language at the U.S. Department of Education (NAL@ED)
Program

The U.S. Department of Education consulted on the new Native American Language at the U.S.
Department of Education (NAL@ED) Program, authorized by section 6133 of the Elementary
and Secondary Act as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act, at four previous tribal
consultations in 2016. As the Department works to develop a Notice Inviting Applications for
NAL@ED grants, a webinar will be held at two times to seek additional and more specific tribal
input. You may choose to attend either webinar or submit written comments. This input will be
important in designing the program.

Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Time: 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM EST
To join the webinar, please follow the corresponding steps:
1. To access audio dial the following number: 888-955-8969
2. When prompted for the participant passcode enter 4321752
3. You are encouraged to join the online meeting as well by using this link here.
4.  When prompted for a meeting number enter 744 278 580
5. Then enter the following password: 972016

Date: Thursday, September 8, 2016

Time: 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM EST
To join the webinar, please follow the corresponding steps:
1. To access audio dial this toll free number: 800-988-0209
2. When prompted for the participant passcode enter 6002440
3. You are encouraged to join the meeting online as well by using this link here
4. When prompted for a meeting number enter 749 589 544
5. Then enter the following password: 982016

Examples of questions to be considered:

1. Should the NAL@ED program place an emphasis on an applicant’s previous experience in operating a
native language program?

2. Should the NAL@ED program place an emphasis on having a language program in place in the school
already?

3. Should the NAL@ED program place an emphasis on an applicant that commits to using Title VI (formerly
Title VII) Indian Education formula grant funds to enhance and sustain a NAL@ED grant after the grant
period ends?

4. If ED can provide funds post-project for grantees to collect data on the long-term success of students who
participate in the project, should this data collection be required of all applicants, as a commitment, e.g., for 5
or 6 years after the project ends?

5. Should there be a requirement for a school to be a grant partner? Should it be a public school?


https://educate.webex.com/educate/j.php?MTID=mfbe42d5c27998687cc1e3905dfbc0032
https://educate.webex.com/educate/j.php?MTID=m5ebad9b8455aca0cf3a543366765e73b

This announcement serves as a 30-day advance notice of the two additional tribal consultations. In order
to extend the time for written comments on the (NAL@ED) grant, we request that you submit your
comments by email to Ron Lessard by Friday, September 15, 2016.

If you need additional information please contact:

Ron Lessard

Chief of Staff

White House Initiative on American Indian and Alaska Native Education
Phone: 202- 453-5509
Email: ron.lessard@ed.gov

If you need assistance during the webinar:
1. Go to https://educate.webex.com/educate/mc
2. On the left navigation bar, click "Support".
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Appendix

Native American Language (NAL@ED) Program

The text of ESEA, as amended by the ESSA, that authorizes grants for the Native American
Language (NAL@ED) Program is:

”SEC. 6133. NATIVE AMERICAN AND ALASKA NATIVE LANGUAGE IMMERSION SCHOOLS
AND PROGRAMS.
(2) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section are—

(1) to establish a grant program to support schools that use Native American and Alaska Native
languages as the primary language of instruction;

(2) to maintain, protect, and promote the rights and freedom of Native Americans and Alaska
Natives to use, practice, maintain, and revitalize their languages, as envisioned in the Native American
Languages Act (25 U.S.C. 2901 et seq.); and

(3) to support the Nation’s First Peoples’ efforts to maintain and revitalize their languages and
cultures, and to improve educational opportunities and student outcomes within Native American and
Alaska Native communities.

(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—From funds reserved under section 6152(c), the Secretary shall reserve 20
percent to make grants to eligible entities to develop and maintain, or to improve and expand, programs
that support schools, including elementary school and secondary school education sites and streams, using
Native American and Alaska Native languages as the primary languages of instruction.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—In this subsection, the term ‘eligible entity’ means any of the
following entities that has a plan to develop and maintain, or to improve and expand, programs that
support the entity’s use of a Native American or Alaska Native language as the primary language of
instruction in elementary schools or secondary schools, or both:


mailto:ron.lessard@ed.gov
https://educate.webex.com/educate/mc

(A) An Indian tribe.

(B) A Tribal College or University (as defined in section 316 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059c)).

(C) A tribal education agency.

(D) A local educational agency, including a public charter school that is a local
educational agency under State law.

(E) A school operated by the Bureau of Indian Education.

(F) An Alaska Native Regional Corporation (as described in section 3(g) of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602(Q))).

(G) A private, tribal, or Alaska Native nonprofit organization.

(H) A nontribal for-profit organization.

(c) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that desires to receive a grant under this section shall
submit an application to the Secretary at such time and in such manner as the Secretary may require,
including the following:

(A) The name of the Native American or Alaska Native language to be used for
instruction at the school supported by the eligible entity.
(B) The number of students attending such school.
(C) The number of hours of instruction in or through 1 or more Native American or
Alaska Native languages being provided to targeted students at such school, if any.
(D) A description of how the eligible entity will—

(i) use the funds provided to meet the purposes of this section;

(ii) implement the activities described in subsection (e);

(iii) ensure the implementation of rigorous academic content; and

(iv) ensure that students’ progress toward high-level fluency goals.

(E) Information regarding the school’s organizational governance or affiliations,
including information about—

(i) the school governing entity (such as a local educational agency, tribal
education agency or department, charter organization, private organization, or other
governing entity);

(i1) the school’s accreditation status;

(iii) any partnerships with institutions of higher education; and

(iv) any indigenous language schooling and research cooperatives.

(F) An assurance that—

(i) the school is engaged in meeting State or tribally designated long-term goals
for students, as may be required by applicable Federal, State, or tribal law;

(i) the school provides assessments of students using the Native American or
Alaska Native language of instruction, where possible;

(iii) the qualifications of all instructional and leadership personnel at such school
is sufficient to deliver high-quality education through the Native American or Alaska
Native language used in the school; and

(iv) the school will collect and report to the public data relative to student
achievement and, if appropriate, rates of high school graduation, career readiness, and
enrollment in postsecondary education or workforce development programs, of students
who are enrolled in the school’s programs.

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not give a priority in awarding grants under this section
based on the information described in paragraph (1)(E).

(3) SUBMISSION OF CERTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that is a public elementary school or secondary
school (including a public charter school or a school operated by the Bureau of Indian Education)



or a nontribal for-profit or nonprofit organization shall submit, along with the application
requirements described in paragraph (1), a certification described in subparagraph (B) indicating
that—
(i) the school or organization has the capacity to provide education primarily
through a Native American or an Alaska Native language; and
(i) there are sufficient speakers of the target language at the school or available
to be hired by the school or organization.

(B) CERTIFICATION.—The certification described in subparagraph (A) shall be from
one of the following entities, on whose land the school or program is located, that is an entity
served by such school, or that is an entity whose members (as defined by that entity) are served
by the school:

(i) A Tribal College or University (as defined in section 316 of the Higher

Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059c)).

(ii) A Federally recognized Indian tribe or tribal organization.
(iii) An Alaska Native Regional Corporation or an Alaska Native nonprofit
organization.
(iv) A Native Hawaiian organization.
(d) AWARDING OF GRANTS.—In awarding grants under this section, the Secretary shall—
(1) determine the amount of each grant and the duration of each grant, which shall not exceed 3
years; and
(2) ensure, to the maximum extent feasible, that diversity in languages is represented.
(e) ACTIVITIES AUTHORIZED.—
(1) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section shall
use such funds to carry out the following activities:

(A) Supporting Native American or Alaska Native language education and development.

(B) Providing professional development for teachers and, as appropriate, staff and
administrators to strengthen the overall language and academic goals of the school that will be
served by the grant program.

(2) ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES.—An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section may
use such funds to carry out the following activities:

(A) Developing or refining curriculum, including teaching materials and activities, as
appropriate.

(B) Creating or refining assessments written in the Native American or Alaska Native
language of instruction that measure student proficiency and that are aligned with State or tribal
academic standards.

(C) Carrying out other activities that promote the maintenance and revitalization of the
Native American or Alaska Native language relevant to the grant program.

(f) REPORT TO SECRETARY.—Each eligible entity that receives a grant under this section shall
prepare and submit an annual report to the Secretary, which shall include—
(1) the activities the entity carried out to meet the purposes of this section; and
(2) the number of children served by the program and the number of instructional hours in the
Native American or Alaska Native language.
(g) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more than 5 percent of the funds provided to a grantee under
this section for any fiscal year may be used for administrative purposes.



