
Welcome to the Sermon Based Life Group Lesson that can 

help you lead a great group Bible study and discussion time 

based on the sermon you heard last week at NEW RIVER. 

 

Discussion time for week of June 25, 2017  

 

TOPIC:  Hope for Dysfunctional Families  

 

THOUGHTS: The last three weeks we have been reminded about the importance of families.  Some families 

have it more together than others… the important thing is wherever your family is we need to start moving 

toward God.  This week Meagan Lacefield spoke from her heart about family.  Use this week’s discussion guide 

to see what God says about how to let God help you overcome any dysfunctions you may have in your family. 

 

BIBLE VERSES: Genesis 15-17 

 

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 

 
Open It 

1. What do you think about the practice of surrogate mothering?  

2. *When have you had a scheme that you concocted backfire on you?  

Explore It 

3. Why did the Lord tell Abram not to be afraid? (15:1)  

4. What promises did God make, and to whom did He make them? (15:1-17:27)  

5. What did the Lord promise Abram? (15:4-5)  

6. How did the Lord show Abram that he would take possession of the Promised Land? (15:7-17)  

7. *What did Sarai tell Abram to do in light of their childlessness? (16:1-2)  

8. *How did Sarai respond after Hagar became pregnant? (16:4-6)  

9. *What happened to Hagar after she fled from Sarai? (16:7-16)  

10. Why did the Lord change Abram’s name to Abraham? (17:1-5)  

11. What sort of covenant did the Lord establish with Abraham? (17:6-8)  

12. How were Abraham and his descendants supposed to keep the covenant that the Lord had established with 

them? (17:9-14)  

13. How did the Lord promise to bless Sarai? (17:15-16)  

14. How did Abraham respond to the Lord’s promise? (17:17-18)  

15. What promises did the Lord make with respect to Isaac and Ishmael? (17:19-21)  

16. What did Abraham do when God had finished speaking to him? (17:23-27)  

Get It 

17. What is the basis of both Abraham’s and our relationship with God?  

18. Why is it sometimes hard to trust God?  

19. *When have you been tempted to take ungodly steps to achieve a godly goal?  

20. What was wrong with Abram sleeping with Hagar to gain an heir?  

21. When are you tempted to take shortcuts?  

22. Why do people sometimes blame other people for problems they have created?  

23. What lessons can be learned from the advice God gave to Hagar?  

24. Why is it hard to forgive people who have hurt or mistreated us?  

25. When have you doubted God?  

26. *Why is it sometimes difficult to trust God and His timing in our lives?  

Apply It 

27. *In what area of your life in which you find it difficult to trust God will you ask Him to help you trust 

Him?  

28. To what person who has mistreated you can you go out of your way to be kind?  

 

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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Genesis 15-17 

 

The cutting of the covenant (chap. 15) 

After Abram's rescue of Lot and blessing from Melchizedek, the Lord formally made a covenant with Abram, 

thereby confirming the promise given earlier (12:2-3). God warned, however, that there would be a long period 

of enslavement (15:13). 

15:1-3. Before God made the covenant, He set aside Abram's fear and doubt by a word of assurance: Do not be 

afraid. I am your Shield. When the LORD promised Abram that his reward would be great, the patriarch 

immediately asked what he would receive since he was childless. This shows his faith. His vision was not 

blinded by Bera's offer (14:22-24); Abram still had only one hope, the original promise God had given (12:2-

3). His concern was expressed by a marvelous word play on his household servant's origin: this Eliezer of 

Damascus (Dammeśeq) is the possessor-heir (b̠en mešeq, lit., "son of possession") of my estate (15:2). It is as 

if Abram was stressing to God that "the omen is in the nomen"—a mere servant would become his heir. 

15:4-6. But the LORD strongly answered, This man (not even using Eliezer's name) will not be your heir. 

Instead a son coming from Abram's own body would be his heir. God then showed Abram the stars, pointing 

out that Abram's offspring would be just as innumerable (cf. 22:17; 26:4). The word by which God created the 

stars would also guarantee Abram's seed. 

Abram believed (lit., "believed in") the LORD and He credited... to him ... righteousness. This foundational 

truth is repeated three times in the New Testament (Rom. 4:3; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23) to show that righteousness 

is reckoned in return for faith. 

Genesis 15:6 provides an important note, but it does not pinpoint Abram's conversion. That occurred years 

earlier when he left Ur. (The form of the Heb. word for "believed" shows that his faith did not begin after the 

events recorded in vv. 1-5.) Abram's faith is recorded here because it is foundational for making the covenant. 

The Abrahamic Covenant did not give Abram redemption; it was a covenant made with Abram who had already 

believed and to whom righteousness had already been imputed. The Bible clearly teaches that in all ages 

imputed righteousness (i.e., salvation) comes by faith. 

15:7-10. In the solemn ceremony in which the LORD made a binding covenant with Abram, God assured him 

of the ultimate fulfillment of His promises (vv. 7, 18-21). God also declared that there would be a long 400-year 

period of enslavement for Abram's descendants (vv. 13-16). 

Obeying God's instructions, Abram severed in half (v. 10) three animals—a heifer, a goat, and a ram (v. 9)—

and also brought a dove and a young pigeon. 

15:11-16. Just then sudden horror must have come on Abram, for unclean birds of prey swooped down on the 

offering animals—obviously an evil omen. God's announcement of Israel's enslavement (vv. 13-14) clarified the 

meaning of the attacking birds. The word mistreated (ʿanâh, v. 13; cf. 16:6) is the same word used in Exodus 

1:11-12 to describe Egypt's oppression of Israel. Egypt, like birds of prey, opposed the covenant, but ultimately 

the covenant will be fulfilled. Later, in Moses' day when the Israelites were in Egypt, they could count the years 

and see that 400 years had elapsed (from the time of Jacob's entry into Egypt in 1876 B.C.; cf. the chart 

"Chronology of the Patriarchs," near Gen. 47:28-31) and their time of deliverance from slavery was at hand 

(they will come out). Exodus 12:40 and Galatians 3:17 state that the Egyptian bondage was 430 years (from 

1876 to 1446). Apparently, then, Genesis 15:13 and Acts 7:6, with their references to 400 years, are using 

rounded figures (see comments on Acts 7:6 and comments on Gal. 3:17). 
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God is just, and wished to permit the sin of the Amorites to be full before He would judge them (Gen. 15:16). 

(See comments on the Amorites at 14:13-16.) God would tolerate their sins until Israel under Joshua conquered 

Palestine. Thus the fulfillment of the promises to Abram involves a retributive judgment on the inhabitants of 

the land of Canaan. Abram's seed would get the land—but not one hour before absolute justice required it. God 

had much to do before fulfilling His promise—including disciplining His nation to make it fit for receiving the 

promise. Abram's seeing this in advance was horrible—like watching birds of prey. 

15:17-21. Then after sunset God revealed Himself in connection with the image of an oven (smoking fire pot) 

and a torch, two elements that were connected with sacrificial ritual in the ancient world. These images are part 

of the "burning" motif that describes God's zeal and judgment in the world. Fire represents the consuming, 

cleansing zeal of Yahweh as well as His unapproachable holiness, which are interrelated (cf. Isa. 6:3-7). In the 

darkness (Gen. 15:17) Abram saw nothing else in the vision except these fiery elements that passed between 

the pieces of the slaughtered animals. Thus the holy God was zealous to judge the nations and to fulfill His 

covenantal promises to Israel. He came down and made (lit, "cut") a formal treaty (a covenant) with Abram 

(the Abrahamic Covenant). Since God could "swear" (confirm the covenant) by none greater, "He swore by 

Himself" (Heb. 6:13). In other words this was a unilateral covenant. So its promises are absolutely sure. 

God even specified the geographical boundaries of Israel's land—from the river of Egypt (Wadi el-Arish, not 

the Nile River) to the great river, the Euphrates. Israel has never possessed this land in its entirety, but she 

will when Christ returns to reign as Messiah. The Canaanite tribes listed (Gen. 15:19-21) were dispossessed 

later in the Conquest. 

For Abram God's message was clear: in spite of the prospects of death and suffering (enslavement in bondage), 

his descendants would receive the promises, for God assured it. So Israel could be encouraged by this at the 

Exodus as well as in subsequent times of distress, even during the Babylonian Captivity. God's solemn covenant 

assures the Chosen People of the ultimate fulfillment of His promises in spite of their times of death and 

suffering. 

Israel would also notice the parallel touch at the beginning of this narrative. (Cf. "I am the LORD [Yahweh] who 

brought you out of Ur," v. 7, with Ex. 20:2: "I am the LORD [Yahweh] your God who brought you out of 

Egypt.") This assured Israel that in spite of opposition and bondage God would judge their enslavers and fulfill 

His promises. 

This passage encourages New Testament believers as well. God affirms solemnly that He will fulfill His 

promises concerning salvation and all the blessings that pertain to that life (cf. 2 Peter 1:3-4); despite 

opposition, suffering, and even death, He keeps His promises. 

 

2. THE PROVISION OF THE PROMISED SEED FOR ABRAHAM WHOSE FAITH WAS DEVELOPED BY TESTING (16:1-
22:19) 

This cycle of narratives presents the struggle Abram the patriarch underwent while he was waiting for God's 

promises to be fulfilled. At times he stumbled, but eventually his faith was proved. 

a. The lack of faith and the birth of Ishmael (chap. 16) 

As Abram's faith was developed and tested, delay was seen in the fulfilling of God's promise. In moments of 

weakness there are suggestions of alternative plans—plans not characterized by faith. Human efforts to assist in 

the fulfilling of divine promises complicated the matter. Later Israel too would learn that when she tried to do 

things without God, those things would get complicated. 
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16:1-6. Sarai was barren so by all human calculations the heir of the promise could not come through her at all. 

This set in motion some dubious activities by Abram and Sarai. Abram learned, however, that God's promise 

was not to be fulfilled in this way. 

In the legal custom of that day a barren woman could give her maid to her husband as a wife, and the child 

born of that union was regarded as the first wife's child. If the husband said to the slave-wife's son, "You are my 

son," then he was the adopted son and heir. So Sarai's suggestion was unobjectionable according to the customs 

of that time. But God often repudiates social customs. 

Sarai's plan, with Abram's approval, turned sour, however, after the Egyptian slave girl, Hagar, became 

pregnant. Hagar began to despise Sarai. Both women may have wondered what would become of Abram's 

seed. Would Hagar have it? Because of the conflict between the women, Sarai blamed Abram for the problem. 

He told her to handle it in whatever way she wished. Sarai then mistreated (ʿānâh; see comment on this word 

in 15:13) Hagar so that she fled (16:6). 

Now Abram, who like Adam followed the wrong advice of his wife (3:17), was caught weakly in the middle. 

16:7-16. The story has both a dark side (Sarai mistreated her maidservant) and a bright side (the Angel of the 

LORD communicated with Hagar in the desert). There is no problem seeing what went wrong in the dark side 

of the story. When the way of faith (which involves patient waiting) was abandoned and the way of human 

calculation was taken, Abram was caught up in a chain of causes and effects that would trouble him for years to 

come. (Ishmael became the ancestor of the Arabs, who are still hostile to the Jews.) 

The Angel of the Lord found the maidservant in the desert at a spring... beside the road to Shur (cf. 25:18) on 

the way to her homeland, Egypt. This is the first reference in the Old Testament to "the Angel of the LORD" (lit., 

"the Angel of Yahweh"). This Angel is identified with Yahweh in 16:13, as well as in 22:11-12; 31:11, 13; 

48:16; Judges 6:11, 16, 22; 13:22-23; Zechariah 3:1-2. And yet the Angel is distinct from Yahweh (Gen. 24:7; 2 

Sam. 24:16; Zech. 1:12). Thus "the Angel of the LORD" may refer to a theophany of the preincarnate Christ (cf. 

Gen. 18:1-2; 19:1; Num. 22:22; Judges 2:1-4; 5:23; Zech. 12:8). 

After asking Hagar two questions (Where have you come from, and where are you going?) God gave her 

two sure words: one was hortatory—return and submit (Gen. 16:9), and the other was promissory—she would 

give birth to a boy (vv. 10-12). She called God the One who sees me (v. 13), and to commemorate the event 

she named the well at that (unknown) location Beer Lahai Roi ("well of the living One who sees me"; cf. 

24:62; 25:11). 

Often in Genesis popular etymologies capture the message. These are rhetorical devices that draw from the 

account the explanation of names. Thus the name was a mnemonic device for remembering the events and their 

significance. In this passage two popular etymologies form not only the climax of the section but the point of 

the whole unit. God Himself named the boy Ishmael, which He then explained: for the LORD has heard of 

your misery (16:11). Clearly He meant this primarily for Hagar, but it was also meant for Abram and Sarai. 

The other naming was Hagar's referring to God as "the One who sees" after her, that is, looks out for her. So in 

these two names is a world of theology: God hears and God sees. This spot would afterward become holy, a 

place where God could be found providing for and hearing the cries of His people. 

The names provide the message: God spoke in direct revelation, and Hagar responded in faith. God sees distress 

and affliction, and He hears. Sarai should have known this. Since God knew Sarai was barren, she should have 

cried out to the Lord. Instead she had to learn a lesson the hard way—from the experience of a despised slave-

wife who, ironically, came back with a faith experience. How Abram must have been rebuked when Hagar 

said God told her to name her son Ishmael, "God hears." 
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In great distress (here Sarai's barrenness) one must turn to the Lord because He hears the afflicted, sees them in 

their need, and will miraculously fulfill His promises. They cannot be turned by human intervention. Giving 

children to the barren is God's work (Ps. 113:9). Later Leah also knew that God heard her affliction, for she 

named Reuben and Simeon to reflect that (Gen. 29:32-33). Sarai still had a way to go in her faith. 

So God provided for the pregnant woman who was thrust out into the desert. God promised that Hagar would be 

a matriarch—her son would become the father of a great tribe of wild, hostile people (cf. 25:18), living in the 

Arabian desert (25:12-18). But they would not be the promised seed; they would only complicate matters. 

Sarai's sin caused the origin of the Ishmaelites, a harvest that is still being reaped. In fact Joseph, Sarai's great-

grandson, was later taken to Egypt by the Ishmaelites (37:28). 

The lesson was clear for Sarai, Abram, Hagar, Israel, and for Christians: God's servants are to trust His Word 

and to wait for its fulfillment, enduring patiently till the end. It becomes increasingly clear in Genesis that any 

person or any nation that owes its existence to divine election should live by faith. Human efforts will not help. 

But the good news for God's people is that the living God sees and hears. 

 

b. The promise of a seed confirmed by a name and a sign (chap. 17) 

This chapter records (a) God's assurance of His promises by changing the names of Abram (vv. 1-8) and Sarai 

(vv. 15-18), (b) God's instituting circumcision as the sign of the covenant (vv. 9-14), (c) God's sure word on the 

promises' fulfillment through Sarah (vv. 19-22), and (d) Abraham's compliance (vv. 23-27). 

God is dominant in the first three sections: He promised Abram a son and named him Isaac, He renamed Abram 

and Sarai to reflect that promise, and He instituted the sign. 

17:1-8. God's promises to Abram grew more and more magnificent. As God Almighty, He was fully capable 

of accomplishing all His promises. (This is the first OT occurrence of the title "God Almighty" [ʾel šadday], 

which is used several times in Gen. [17:1; 28:3; 35:11; 43:14; 48:3; cf. 49:25]. Some scholars suggest that 

šadday is related to the Akk. word šadû that means breast or mountain or both. [Some words describing parts 

of the body were also used for geographical descriptions; e.g., "mouth" of a river, "foot" of a mountain.] So 

šadday, when used of God, refers either to His ability to supply abundantly ["the Abundant One"] or to His 

majestic strength ["the Almighty One"].) Now, God said... you will be the father of many nations (17:4; cf. "a 

great nation," 12:2), and kings will come from you (17:6; cf. v. 16). And, God said, the covenant will be 

everlasting (v. 7). Also the land of Canaan, which Abram would possess (15:7), would be an everlasting 

possession of Abram's descendants. 

The patriarch's name change was crucial. The name Abram (17:5), meaning "exalted father," harked back to 

Terah (11:27) and implied that Abram came from royal lineage. But in Hebrew the name Abraham 

(ʾab̠rāhâm) sounds similar to "father of a multitude" (ʾab̠ hămôn) of nations (17:4-5). His new name implied 

a look ahead to his descendants. 

One can well imagine that Abram was hurt by the suppressed smiles on the faces of his men when he told them 

to call him Abraham, meaning the father of a multitude of nations—when he was 99 years old (vv. 1, 24). Yet 

Abraham knew that God had not deceived him. His new name and his wife's new name were perpetual 

reminders of God's sure word. Every time someone addressed him he would recall God's promise, until finally 

Isaac, the child of promise, would call him "abba" (father). 

17:9-14. The other confirming sign (cf. "confirm" in v. 2) was circumcision. This one applied to all males who 

shared the promise. Circumcision was practiced elsewhere in the ancient Near East, but here it achieved a new 
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meaning. It too would remind Abraham and his descendants of the everlasting covenant (v. 13; cf. vv. 7, 19). 

By this symbol God impressed them with the impurity of nature and with dependence on God for the production 

of all life. They would recognize and remember: (a) that native impurity must be laid aside, especially in 

marriage, and (b) that human nature is unable to generate the promised seed. They must be loyal to the family. 

Any Israelite who refused to be cut physically in this way would be cut off (separated) from his people (v. 14) 

because of his disobedience to God's command. 

Elsewhere Scripture refers to circumcision as a symbol of separation, purity, and loyalty to the covenant. Moses 

said that God would circumcise the hearts of His people so that they might be devoted to Him (Deut. 30:6). And 

Paul wrote that "circumcision of the heart" (i.e., being inwardly set apart "by the Spirit") evidences salvation 

and fellowship with God (Rom. 2:28-29; cf. Rom. 4:11). One must turn in confidence to God and His promises, 

laying aside natural strength. Unbelief is described as having an uncircumcised heart (Jer. 9:26; Ezek. 44:7-9). 

17:15-18. God announced that Sarai was to be called Sarah. This new name, though involving only a slight 

change and meaning "princess," was fitting for one whose seed would produce kings (v. 16; cf. v. 6). Hearing 

this, Abraham ... laughed because it seemed incredible that a barren 90-year-old woman could give birth to a 

son. Abraham had assumed that his descendants would come through Ishmael. 

17:19-22. Yet God assured him that she would bear... a son whose name would be Isaac, meaning "he laughs" 

(v. 19). His name would be a constant reminder that a word from God was laughed at. Ishmael was not 

forgotten, however, for God said he would have many descendants also. Even the number of Ishmael's sons—

12—was predicted. Their names are recorded in 25:13-15. 

17:23-27. However, Abraham, having received God's word about Isaac, immediately obeyed God's command 

about circumcision, thus reflecting his faith in God's word. Abraham was circumcised at the age of 99... 

Ishmael at 13, and every male in the patriarch's household, whether born there or bought from a foreigner, 

was also circumcised. 
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