BELIZE CHARTER ITINERARY

There are multiple options of routes for charters commencing from The Placencia Resort and Marina.  Below are two examples.  One itinerary takes you north to one of the channels through the barrier reef so you can get to Turneffe Atoll and Lighthouse Reef.  The second itinerary takes you in a circle through the inner deep water channels, amongst the cays with some anchorages just inside the barrier reef as well as some sailing along the barrier reef.

There are four entrances through the barrier reef in the southern part of the country.  They are:

Tobacco Cay, South Water Cay, Gladden Cut and Ranguana Cay

SAMPLE ATOLL ITINERARY

Day 1-
Depart The Placencia sailing North up the inner channel to Blue Ground Range.  Then work your way east through patch reefs to anchor for the night just inside the barrier reef at South Water Cay. Great snorkeling and diving here as well as just north at Tobacco Cay and near Carrie Bow Cay.  This is all part of the Belize Marine Reserve.   There are three restaurants on the cay.   Guides can also be arranged for flats fishing.

Day 2 –  Go through the South Water Cut and then set sail (could be a motor sail) to Lighthouse Reef.   You can make the most of this big trip by fishing along the way.  Mahi Mahi, Wahoo and Tuna are good catches here.  

(If you wish to break this trip up you can stop at the south west anchorage of Turneffe Atoll.  Exploring the waterways throughout Turneffe with a dinghy is very interesting.   The west side of Turneffe is a good first dive location of about 40-50 feet.)

When you arrive at Lighthouse Reef you can anchor on the west side of Long Cay.

Day 3 –  5  Getting to Lighthouse Reef early in the week will allow you to spend up to  3 days at this amazing atoll.  Take advantage of the fabulous diving along the Lighthouse Wall.  Advance divers can dive the Blue Hole (afternoons are recommended so you miss the day dive boats).  

One day take a shore excursion to Halfmoon Cay to see the Bird Sanctuary.   The wall at Halfmoon Cay also has beautiful diving.

Day 6 -  Take the day for a down wind sail from Lighthouse to the barrier reef.   Anchor just inside the reef at Tobacco Cay.

Day 7 – Explore a selection of some of the inner reef islands.
Day 8 - Your final morning will be a sail to The Placencia Marina.  

SAMPLE INNER BARRIER REEF AND CAYES ITINERARY

Day 1 – Depart The Placencia Marina on a reach to Rendezvous Island.  Great place to snorkel and anchor for the first night. 

Day 2 – Sail up the inner channel to Blue Ground Range.  Then work your way east through patch reefs to anchor for the night just inside the barrier reef at South Water Cay. Great snorkeling and diving here as well as just north at Tobacco Cay and near Carrie Bow Cay.  This is all part of the Belize Marine Reserve.   There are three restaurants on the cay.   Guides can also be arranged for flats fishing.

Day 3 – Go through the cut in the barrier reef for a down wind sail along the reef to Gladden Cut.   Fish along the way for a chance to catch Mahi Mahi, Wahoo and Tuna.   Anchor inside the reef at Gladden Cut.   You can dive anywhere along the barrier reef.

Day 4 – Sail to Ranguana Cay where there is more snorkeling and another opportunity to dive. 

Day 5 – A sail north on the inside of the reef will bring you to the Queen Cays (also known as Silk Cays).  There are restaurants on both Ranguana Cay and Hatchet Cay (near the Queen Cays)

Day 6 – After a morning snorkel or dive you can explore more of the inner reef islands.

Day 7 - Sail to Placencia Village where you can go ashore and experience a bit of village life.  Lots of little local shops and restaurants.

Day 8 – The last day is a short sail to return to The Placencia Marina.  

