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The Glories of God in Ghana 
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Celebrating (with) Christ 
Lately, there has been a lot of celebrating around these 
parts. Earlier this year, we met a very nice man, Adam 
by name. He came to do some carpentry work on our 
house. He did an excellent job, something that isn’t 
always easy to find here. We thanked him and paid him 
well for his labors. He was moved enough that when 
his wife gave birth to their new daughter he contacted 
Dale and asked him to name the child. This unthinkable 
idea to an American is done here very often as a way of 
honoring the person asked as well as seeking a blessing  

 for the child. So, on a Saturday morning, we were blessed to gather with family and friends (all Christians) and 
proclaim that this little one’s name is Hannah, the Hebrew word for grace. Then Dale offered a prayer for her, 
her family, and for their faith. That prayer was followed by another from a family member. And, in short order, 
the whole thing was over. But like a lingering taste on the tongue, we were keenly aware that we had been 
celebrating Hannah with Christ. That family understood that they were a Christian family. It was clear by the 
very joy of those gathering to hear what sort of name she would receive. 
 

As Christians, we celebrate Christ. We come to the Divine Service to receive His gifts. We sing His praises. And 
we are sent to go and proclaim His saving name. But we should also be aware that the celebration we have is 
a celebration we join, one that has gone on for a long time. The prophet Zephaniah tells us about it: The LORD 
your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by 
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. (Zeph. 3:17 ESV) And our Lord tells us that His servants, the 
angels, get into the act too: In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents. (Lk. 15:10 NIV) 
 

June 26th was Eid al-Fitr, the Muslim holiday that ends the month-long fast of Ramadan. It is a joyful day for 
them; it is a holiday. They celebrate the end of fasting and, InShaAllah (if Allah wills), that Allah has received 
well their fast and that he will be favorably disposed towards them. It’s sad, really … really, really sad. 

Dale poses with the family of Hannah. 

Local Muslim children dressed in their Eid al-Fitr new clothes. 

Jesus Christ, God who has come into the flesh, is the 
proof that God is favorably disposed to mankind. His 
death and resurrection proclaim it forever. It calls all 
people into the great salvation party, to add their 
voices to the heavenly song. So, we are here and you 
are there; and both of us have the same joyous 
privilege, to open our mouth and to share or, to put it 
in terms of this article, to invite them to the party. 
(Matthew 22:8, 9) Say to all: Come, celebrate Christ 
with us! More than that, join us as we celebrate with 
Christ, the Grace-giver who has made us acceptable to 
God, the Father, through His blood! Amen. 



Training Planning Success! 
We were blessed to have all the 
pastoral contacts we have in our 
four villages at our home for 
discussion, planning, and 
scheduling for our upcoming 
training. It was also a blessing to 
have West Africa Area Director, 
Rev. Gary Schulte (in blue), with us. 
We are looking forward to the training that will stretch from August-October 
and then in December. Our classes this time are: Survey of the New Testament, 
Biblical Interpretation, African Church History, and African Traditional 
Religions. We pray that the men who are trained will grow in faith and in 
abilities to shepherd the Lord’s flock. 
 

Pastor Konbat Update 
Pastor went through the fourth surgery very well. He will be laid up for a little 
while as he is not to put weight on that leg until mid-September. But he is 
striving to get back to duty as he is preaching this Sunday, July 2nd. Please, pray 
for him to heal and to get back to full duties. 
 

It’s All Greek to … Well, Everybody! 
Dale is spending lots of time in preparation for teaching Biblical Greek (Koine 
Greek) to the new students starting at the seminary outside of Accra. While 
there, we will get to spend two weeks with our friends, Rev. Steven and 
Cynthia Schumacher, so it will be a time of fellowship as well. Classes run from 
July 17 through July 28. Further two-week segments will be in November and 
January.  Please, pray for Dale as he teaches this for the first time.  κύριος ἰσχὺν 
τῷ λαῷ αὐτοῦ δώσει “The Lord will give strength to His people.” (Psalm 28:11) 
 

Backwards from America 
As you have entered summer, it is that season that can be uncomfortable, 
especially for you if you live in the southern parts of the USA. We hear from 
our mothers in Florida that it has already been quite uncomfortable. But for 
us the rains have brought sweet relief from the heat. Now is the time of the 
year that we even pull a sheet over ourselves at night because it dips into those 
chilly 70’s! The rains leave mud everywhere, but we’ll take the break from the 
110’s any day! 
 

Small Catechism Update 
We have finished translating into Dagbani the Small Catechism’s section on 
the Ten Commandments. Just today, we began to work on the Apostles’ Creed. 
We are first trying to establish a good translation for the Creed itself. Please, 
pray for God to lead us! 
 

We commend you to the celebrating Lord, 
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster  
Your Missionaries in Ghana, West Africa 
  

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod    OR   Mission Central 

P.O. Box 66861     40718 Hwy E16 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861    Mapleton, IA 51034  
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster – Ghana,” in 
the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/kaster. 

Prayer Requests, 

Praises, and Thanks 

• Pray for our team here in 

West Africa. In Ghana: 

Rev/Mrs. David Erber, 

Rev/Mrs. Steven 

Schumacher, 

In Togo: Rev/Mrs. Micah 

Wildauer, Valerie 

Stonebreaker, Rev. Jacob 

Gaugert, 

In Sierra Leone: 

Rev/Mrs. Mark Moss, 

Rev/Mrs. Doug 

Thompson, 

In Burkina Faso: 

Rev/Mrs. Gary Schulte, 

Rev. Fred Reinhardt, 

Rev/Mrs. Ryan 

McDermott, Molly 

Christianson. 

• Pray for Pastor Konbat’s  

healing and strength. 

• Pray for Bishop Fynn, 

head of the ELCG. 

traveling in the USA. 

• Pray to God for the Small 

Catechism work. 

• Ask God to give Dale the 

ability to teach Christ in 

all the classes. 
 
 

You can write us at: 

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster 

TL 375 

Tamale, Ghana 

West Africa 

 

There are many opportunities 

to serve as short-term or 

GEO missionaries. Check  

out the current list and 

download an application at 

www.lcms.org/service. Click 

on “Service Opportunities.” 
Visit us at www.facebook.com/kastersinghana  - no FB membership needed! 

file:///C:/Users/Dale/Dropbox/Documents/Ghana%20Newsletter%20Files/www.lcms.org/service
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