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VALENTINE’S DAY FLOWERS 
Valentine's Day just wouldn't be the same without fresh flowers. Whether 

you're giving a fresh cut bouquet, a live flowering plant basket, or an elegant sin-
gle long-stemmed rose, there's a lot going on behind the scenes to ensure that the 
consumer demand for floral Valentine's gifts is met.  

Roses continue to dominate the Valentine’s gift market in the United 
States, but in Denmark, the tradition is to exchange dainty white snowdrop flow-
ers. According to the National Retail Federation, Valentine’s Day is the number 
one holiday for florists, representing 36% of all fresh flower purchases, for a total 
of $1.9 billion spent in 2016. The average price of a dozen arranged long-
stemmed roses arranged for Valentine’s Day in 2016 was $83 (compared to $65 
not arranged), a survey by the Society of American Florist's survey found. A unar-
ranged bouquet of long-stemmed roses on a non-holiday period would sell for 
$51. In rural communities, you will find a bouquet of roses for much less. Fifteen 
to forty dollars seems to be the range.   

The hybrid roses produced for the Valentine’s Day market are bred for 
perfect form and longevity in the vase, often at the expense of the fragrance. Con-
sider asking your florist to mix fragrant freesias, scented stock, or oriental lilies in 
with your rose bouquet. Not all Valentine’s flowers come from South America. 
California is the leading producer of domestically produced cut flowers, account-
ing for about three-quarters of the wholesale value produced. To make the cut as 
a long-stemmed rose for Valentine’s Day, the flower must have a stem length of 
24 to 36 inches and a blossom diameter of two to four inches. These special roses 
are cultivated using specific pruning techniques and strict greenhouse climate 
controls.  

It’s okay to treat yourself on Valentine’s Day: about 18% of American 
women sent themselves flowers on February 14th in 2015. Men like to receive 
Valentine’s flowers too. The Society of American Florists reveals that 30% of 
women surveyed purchased Valentine’s flowers for their spouse in 2015. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection protects consumers by screening hundreds of 
millions of imported fresh cut Valentine flowers for pests and diseases, mostly 
from Columbia and Ecuador. Commonly intercepted pests include thrips, moths, 
and aphids. The bulk of these flowers enter the U.S. through Miami and Los Ange-
les during the Valentine season of January 1st through February 14th. Valentine’s 
Day is a bigger payday for florists when it falls on a weekday. Floral gift-givers 
tend to send better flower arrangements to the recipient’s office, where the flow-
ers can fall under the gaze of more admiring eyes.  

 The top 10 cut flower imports for Valentine’s Day are, in order: Roses, 
Mixed bouquets, Dianthus, Pom-pon Chrysanthemum, Mini Dianthus, Rose bou-
quets, Alstroemeria, Chrysanthemum, Hydrangea and Gerbera Daisies 

Source: information for this article came from https://www.thespruce.com  
/valentines-flower-facts-1316129. 
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SALT INJURY TO PLANTS 
 It has been a cold winter with some ice and snow in the Midwest. 
With these conditions, brings the use of a lot of salt on the roads and side-
walks. Sometimes it is hard to avoid spraying salt onto grassy areas and 
even onto plants in a landscape. In the spring, plants will show symptoms 
of salt injury.  

 Salt spray injury causes bud death and twig dieback. Subsequent 
shoot growth at the branch base produces clusters of twigs known as 
"witches' brooms." Symptoms typically become evident in the spring. In 
evergreens and conifers, salt spray causes leaf browning or yellowing, nee-
dle tip flecking, and twig dieback. Salt in the soil is slower acting and may 
not affect plants for several years. Symptoms include an initial blue green 
cast to the foliage, marginal leaf burn or needle tip burn, reduction in leaf, 
flower and fruit size, premature fall coloration and defoliation, stunting, 
and a general lack of vigor. The symptoms often become evident in late 
summer or during periods of hot dry weather. 

Integrated Pest Management Strategies 

1. Reduce salt use. The most important method of preventing salt in-
jury to plants is reducing the amount of salt used for deicing. Pure salt 
should never be applied. Salt should always be mixed with an abrasive 
such as sand, cinders, or ash. This combines the melting power of the salt 
with the grittiness of the abrasive so less total salt is needed. Commercial 
deicing products containing calcium chloride may be used instead of rock 
salt. These products will not damage the soil but will still injure plants, so 
they too should be mixed with abrasives and applied with the same pre-
cautions. 

2. Apply salt carefully. Application should be limited to high risk loca-
tions such as high speed roads, intersections, hills, steps, and walkways. 
Avoid spilling or applying in heaps. 

3. Leach salted soils. If salt has already entered the soil, water these 
areas heavily in the spring to help leach the salt out of the soil. This meth-
od, however, is only effective on well-drained soils. It is not effective on 
fine textured, compacted soils where water does not drain readily. 

4. Protect plants. Plants may be protected from salt spray by placing 
materials such as plastic, burlap, plywood, or window screen on or in front 
of them. This provides a physical barrier that prevents salt spray from con-
tacting the plant. 

5. Avoid planting in drainage ways or in areas where runoff collects. 
Salt spray damage can be avoided by planting trees and shrubs away from 
the spray drift zone, at least 50 feet from a highway or further if down-
wind. Plants vary in their sensitivity to salt. It should be emphasized that 
even tolerant plants are not immune to injury. 

 

Source: Missouri Botanical Garden  

Salt Tolerant 
Trees 

Salt Tolerant 
Shrubs 

Salt Tolerant 
Evergreens 

Norway maple 
European horsechestnut 
White ash 
Honeylocust 
Mountain ash 

Winged euonymus 
Pfitzer juniper 
Mockorange 
Buckthorn 
Fragrant sumac 

Eastern redcedar 
Colorado spruce 
Austrian pine 

MASTER GARDENER 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

The Master Gardener 
Code of Conduct is now on the 
Master Gardener online reporting 
site.  Here is the link for those 
that are new, https://mg. 
missouri.edu/. Click on “online 
reporting”.  

New MGs will need to en-
roll by entering your name, ad-
dress, county, club affiliation and 
then creating a username and 
password. The link to enroll is at 
the top of the page. You will log in 
using the username and pass-
word you created.  

For those that are not 
new to the program, log in as usu-
al. The first page that pops up is 
the Code of Conduct. Please read 
through it and click the box that 
says you understand or agree and 
then hit submit. By agreeing, you 
will have insurance coverage at 
all Master Gardener events and 
activities.  

Please complete this as 
soon as possible. Please do not 
delay this. You cannot report vol-
unteer hours until this is com-
plete. 

These evergreen shrubs are showing 
signs of salt injury. 

https://mg.missouri.edu/
https://mg.missouri.edu/


With Missouri's broad temperature swings in 
late fall and early winter, a late winter timing for 
dormant seeding may be most appropriate. Soil temper-
atures will normally remain below the germination 
range in February or March until it's go-time in the 
spring, therefore reducing the overall time of dormant 
seed in the field and minimizing the chances for winter-
kill. When attempting a dormant seeding, seedbed prep-
aration is still very critical for success. Proper seed/soil 
contact is a necessity so removing any vegetation with a 
strong hoe or rake will be necessary.  

Crabgrass control is difficult with any dormant 
seeding, and is even more troublesome with a later 
spring seeding. If herbicide use is necessary during the 
spring, a pre-emergent herbicide application may not be 
possible as most will inhibit seedling germination and 
cause injury. Dithiopyr has pre-emergent and some early 
post-emergent activity, and may be applied later in the 
season when hopefully most turfgrass seedlings have 
established. Also, consider alternative pre-emergents 
such as siduron, or post-emergent applications of quin-
clorac or mesotrione. As an organic solution, corn gluten 
meal should be treated with the same care as pre-
emergent herbicides and applied as late as possible on a 
mature turfgrass stand.  

 If the soil is not frozen, and no snow or heavy 
freezing events are in the forecast, take advantage of this 
and sow some turfgrass seed to compete with spring 
weeds.  

SOIL TESTING CAN SAVE HOME GARDENERS 
MONEY AND TIME 

If a little is good, a lot must be better. All too often, that’s the approach 
home gardeners take when plants and flowers don’t do well, says University of 
Missouri Extension soil scientist Manjula Nathan. Trying to improve flower beds 
and vegetable gardens by adding more fertilizer and topsoil may be a waste of 
money. It also can be bad for the environment because excess nutrients often 
leach into water supplies. A soil test through the University of Missouri’s Soil and 
Plant Testing Laboratory can save home gardeners money and trouble by revealing just what their soil needs, Na-
than says. 

A soil test provides information on soil pH, reserved acidity, nutrient levels, and organic matter content, 
along with fertilizer and lime recommendations based on your plants’ specific needs. Test your soil every three 
years on established lawns. If you have a problem with your lawn, test annually, Nathan says. She recommends 
testing new lawns before they are established. This makes it easier to amend the soil. Also, consider testing soil if 
fertilizers such as phosphate or potash have been used on a regular basis. 

The MU Soil and Plant Testing Laboratory provides reliable, unbiased low-cost tests for soil, plant, water, 
manure, compost and greenhouse media. You can take samples to your county MU Extension center. 
Source: Manjula Nathan, 573-882-3250 

Seeding of cool-season turfgrasses such as 
tall fescue and Kentucky bluegrass, is recommended 
in late August through mid-September in Missouri. 
This timing allows seedlings enough time to germi-
nate and mature prior to the frigid temperatures of 
winter, and spares them from the brutal heat and 
disease pressure of the summer. If you have a sparse 
or bare area that needs renovating, and have missed 
this window, it's probable weeds will soon infest. 
Now is the time to do something about it.  

Dormant seeding is the practice of sowing 
during temperatures not suitable for germination, in 
the expectation that germination will occur when 
temperatures rise to suitable levels in the spring. 
Field trials at Purdue University (Reicher et al, 2000) 
demonstrated dormant seeding of Kentucky blue-
grass or tall fescue in November, December or March 
can be effective, and reduced the establishment time 
compared to seeding in April or May. The idea is to 
beat the weeds to the punch, and take advantage of 
the very first opportune environment for turfgrass 
germination. The weed seeds are there and waiting 
to germinate in the open space; why shouldn't your 
desired turfgrass seed be there ready to germinate 
and compete along with them? In addition, the jump 
on turfgrass maturity will reap benefits later, as the 
extra few weeks will allow for greater resistance to 
turfgrass diseases that can completely wipe out a 
stand of seedlings in late spring or early summer.   

DORMANT SEEDING OF TURFGRASS IN LATE WINTER 
By: Brad Fresenburg and Lee Miller 
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Garden Talk! 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS  

February 10: Beginning Beekeep-
ing class, 9-4, Macon High School 
cafeteria. Cost is $35 per person, 
includes materials and snacks. 
Lunch is on your own. Seating is 
limited. Payment must be received 
in advance to reserve your seat. 
RSVP to Bill or Tammy at 660-214-
0132 or 
georges@chbeekeeping.com. Snow 
date is February 17. 

February 17: 2nd Annual Take 
Root Community Seed Swap, 1-4 
p.m., Take Root Cafe , 2nd floor. 
Bring seeds to share and swap with 
others. 

March 5: Fabius Master Garden-
ers & Clark County Perennial Gar-
den club meeting and program, 
6:30 pm, Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis, MO. I will give a program 
on “Growing Succulent Plants.”  
Open to all. 

March 26: “Seed Saving” and 
“Gardening by the Moon” garden 
class, will be taught by Mary Wil-
son. Please arrive by 6:15. The class 
starts at 6:30. Location-Macon Cath-
olic Church, 702 N. Rollins St. Pro-
gram open to all. No cost. 

April 6: Garden class at Little Dix-
ie Library in Moberly, 2-4 pm. More 
details in the March issue. 

September 28-30: State Master Gar-

dener Conference, Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson, MO.  

GARDENING TIPS FOR FEBRUARY 
Ornamentals 
 Water evergreens if the soil is dry and unfrozen. 
 Inspect summer bulbs in storage to be sure none are drying out. Discard 
any that show signs of rot. 

 Winter aconite and snowdrops are hardy bulbs for shady gardens that fre-
quently push up through snow to bloom now. 

 Take geranium cuttings. Keep foliage dry to avoid leaf and stem diseases. 
 Sow seeds of larkspur, sweet peas, Shirley poppies and snapdragons 
where they are to grow outdoors. To bloom best, these plants must sprout 
and begin growth well before warm weather arrives. 

 Seeds of slow-growing annuals like ageratum, verbena, petunias, gerani-
ums, coleus, impatiens and salvia may be started indoors now. 

 Start tuberous begonias indoors. "Non-stop" varieties perform well in this 
climate. 

 Dormant sprays can be applied to ornamental trees and shrubs. Do this on 
a mild day while temperatures are above freezing. 

Fruit 
 Inspect fruit trees for tent caterpillar egg masses. Eggs appear as dark 
brown or gray collars that encircle small twigs. Destroy by pruning or 
scratching off with your thumbnail. 

 Collect scion wood now for grafting of fruit trees later in spring. Wrap bun-
dled scions with plastic and store them in the refrigerator. 

 When pruning diseased branches, sterilize tools with a one part bleach, 
nine parts water solution in between cuts. Dry your tools at day's end and 
rub them lightly with oil to prevent rusting. 

 Begin pruning fruit trees. Start with apples and pears. Peaches and nectar-
ines should be pruned just before they bloom. Grapes and bramble fruits 
may be pruned. 

 Established fruit trees can be fertilized once frost leaves the ground. Use 
about one-half pound of 12-12-12 per tree, per year of age, up to a maxi-
mum of 10 pounds fertilizer per tree. Broadcast fertilizers over the root 
zone staying at least one foot from the tree trunk. 

Vegetables 
 Run a germination test on seeds stored from previous years. 
 Start onion seeds indoors now. Sow seeds of broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels 
sprouts and cabbage indoors for transplanting into the garden in spring. 

 Season extending devices such as cold frames, hot beds, cloches and 
floating row covers will allow for an early start to the growing season. 

 Take a chance sowing peas, lettuce, spinach and radish. If the weather 
obliges, you will be rewarded with extra early harvests. 

Miscellaneous 
 When sowing seeds indoors, use sterile soil mediums to prevent diseases. 
As soon as seeds sprout, provide ample light to encourage stocky growth. 

 Repot root-bound house plants before vigorous growth occurs. Choose a 
new container that is only 1 or 2 inches larger in diameter than the old pot. 

 To avoid injury to lawns, keep foot traffic to a minimum when soils are wet 
or frozen. 

 Branches of pussy willow, quince, crabapple, forsythia, pear and flowering 
cherry may be forced indoors. Place cut stems in a vase of water and 
change the water every 4 days. 

 Maple sugaring time is here! Freezing nights and mild days make the sap 
flow. 

-Missouri Botanical Garden- 
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