
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM IN NEBRASKA 

LB505, recently introduced in the Nebraska Legislature, seeks to make the financial piece of refugee 

resettlement “transparent” to citizens and those governing our State.  A hearing is scheduled in the Judiciary 

Committee on March 2, 2017.  As taxpayers, it is important that this bill pass! 

Below are some statistics of refugee resettlement in Nebraska.  Illegal aliens, those with green cards, 

DACA, etc. are not included, but are in addition to the discussion below. 

“On average, each Middle Eastern refugee resettled in the United States costs an estimated $64,370 in the 

first five years, or $257,481 per household.”1  This figure is “61 times what it costs to care for one Syrian 

refugee in a neighboring country for a single year or about 12 times the cost of providing for a refugee for 

five years.”2 These figures do not include welfare and food stamps, many public schools costs, Head Start, 

Earned Income Tax Credit and more.  Heavy welfare use by Middle Eastern refugees include 91% receive 

food stamps and 68% received cash assistance. 

As of late 2016, of the 10,801 Syrian refugees allowed into the U.S. since 2011, only 56—less than one 

half of a percent—are Christians.  Over 98% are Muslim.  “According to the statistics maintained by the 

Homeland Security Department, about 17,000 students from the seven designated countries were allowed 

into the U.S. for the 2015-2016 school year. In 2015 more than 86,000 people from those countries arrived 

in the U.S. on other, non-immigrant visas and more than 52,000 others became legal permanent residents.”3   

In 2016 fiscal year, Nebraska led the nation in the number of refugees resettled per capita.  The national 

average was 26 refugees per 100,000 residents – but Nebraska settled 76 per 100,000 residents!  Think of 

the cost.  No wonder we have a budget shortfall we are struggling with. 

Who brings the refugees?  The Volunteer Agencies or “VOLAGS” in Nebraska are Lutheran Family 

Services, Southern Sudan Community Association and Catholic Social Services.  These contractors provide 

$1 for every $2 of grant money received.  The maximum grant money is $2,200 per head.  Only 20% of the 

VOLAG contribution or $440 must be in cash; the rest is “in kind”.  The money is paid by the federal Office 

of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) – thanks to our federal tax dollars.  Form 990’s filed by Lutheran Family 

Services for 2014, revealed they received $5,614,795 from government grants. This “business” of bringing 

refugees is a big money maker and explains why VOLAGS are speaking out and encouraging protests 

against the President’s 120-day temporary ban.  (See Lutheran Family Services site re: 2/20/2017 rally in 

Lincoln, NE.) 

In 2014, 82% of the active Tuberculosis (Tb) cases in Nebraska were diagnosed in the foreign born 

population which only makes up 6% of Nebraska’s total population.  In late November 2016, an active case 

of Tb was diagnosed in Benson High (Omaha) where 18.6% of the student body are foreign born students. 

Testing of those near that student resulted in 7 additional latent cases being identified.  To protect our 

citizens, it is important changes be made to our intake procedures. 

For more information:  www.refugeeresettlementwatch.wordpress.com   www.uscitizenwatch.org     

A good (small) book to read is:  Refugee Resettlement and Hijra in America by Ann Corcoran 
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