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Snowmass Arts Advisory Board 
Snowmass Village, Colorado 

http://co-snowmassvillage.civicplus.com/bids.aspx  
 

CALL FOR OUTDOOR TRAIL ART SUBMISSIONS 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 

The Snowmass Arts Advisory Board (SAAB), in conjunction with Snowmass Tourism, invites 
Colorado artists to creatively ignite Snowmass Village's newest hiking and biking trails with 
public art. Installation(s) will open to the public in June 2017, accompanied by a kickoff 
celebratory event.  This is the first of a series of projects that express the SAAB’s theme: 
"Explore.Connect.Be Inspired”. 
 
Imagine hiking or pedaling along a trail on a glorious summer day. You turn a corner, expecting 
to climb or descend another hill, but you encounter something unexpected:  a permanent art 
installation alongside the trail. An already exhilarating experience in nature becomes more 
remarkable—a moment that lingers in the mind well after your ride is finished.   

The Town of Snowmass Village is seeking to create just such experiences, in four different 
locations along the 24-mile Snowmass Loop trail. From a list of submissions that must be 
received by December 1, 2016, a jury made up of Snowmass Arts Advisory Board (SAAB) 
members and Snowmass Tourism staff will select up to four pieces of art (sculpture, kinetic, 
environmental pieces, etc.) to be acquired by the Town of Snowmass Village. Either existing 
sculptures within an artist’s inventory or proposals for a site-specific new piece will be 
considered. In either case, sculptures should be sturdy enough to withstand life outdoors, year-
round, with consideration on how the artist will permanently install the piece, given the 
remoteness of the trail segments where the art will be placed.  

Please see attached map and description of locations that have already been selected, and 
suggested types of art that may be appropriate in those locations.  

The installation may be a single statement, a few objects, or many repeating elements that 
might be clustered or aligned with biking and/or nature in mind.  They may be found or 
recycled objects. They may add a unifying color, add light, be kinetic, invoke the mountains 
and/or biking as metaphor. The installations should encourage locals and visitors to walk and 
bike, search and seek out the different installations on the Snowmass Loop trail.  At the bottom 
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of this Call to Artists are links to articles about similar trail art programs. 
 
A.    About Snowmass Village and this project:  
With a population of just under 3,000 year-round residents, Snowmass Village, Colorado Is 
located in the Brush Creek Valley about 5 miles southwest of CO 82, and 9 miles southwest of 
Aspen.  Originally built as a ski resort, Snowmass-at-Aspen, in 1967 in unincorporated Pitkin 
County, the Town of Snowmass Village was incorporated in 1977 and today is a year-round 
community with one of the best ski resorts in North America. 
 
Visitors come from all over the world to enjoy the world class ski slopes, hike and bike trails, 
and festivals. Because of the Town’s cultural heritage involving the arts with the historical 
Anderson Ranch Arts Center, the caliber of international visitation on a year-round basis, and 
the local appreciation of arts and culture, the Snowmass Arts Advisory Board seeks to place 
more emphasis on public art throughout the community, and specifically on the Snowmass 
Loop trail. 
 
B.    Opportunities, Goals and Mission 
The Snowmass Arts Advisory Board (SAAB) invites Colorado artists to creatively embellish the 
Snowmass Loop with public art. The installation(s) will be promoted through press releases, 
traditional and social media outlets, locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. 
 
Project goals are to:  
1.    Strengthen Snowmass Village’s identity as a premier mountain biking/hiking community  
2.    Create a discovery experience through art on the Snowmass Loop 
3.    Invite interaction among all trail users 
4.    Encourage users to explore, connect and be inspired  
 
SAAB Mission:  
“The mission of the Snowmass Village Arts Advisory Board is to demonstrate how the arts can 
contribute to the unique cultural identity of Snowmass Village.  It is the Board’s belief that the 
arts are intrinsic to the values, culture and heritage of our community.  It is hoped that 
enhanced arts programming will promote a cultural consciousness, stimulate economic viability 
and foster a sense of community pride.”  
 
C.    Budget: $10,000 is all-inclusive (e.g. design, fabrication, installation and travel) for up to 
four installations averaging $2,500 each. These funds are derived from the Town of Snowmass 
Village’s Tourism Department. 
 
D.    Location: Specific locations for the installations have been chosen by the Town. Please see 
attached map and suggested types of themed art. 
 
 
E.    Selection Process:  
1.    SAAB’s Selection Panel will evaluate the applications. This panel is composed of SAAB 



3 
 

members representing artists, the Aspen Skiing Company and Anderson Ranch, together with 
Snowmass Tourism staff.  
2.    Up to four pieces/designs will be selected as art installations based on SAAB’s goals in 
Section A above and the criteria in Section H below.  
3.    Finalists will receive $500 each to further develop project proposals. 
4.    Contracts will be awarded to the selected artists for development of the art piece and site-
specific installation by June 4, 2017.  
 
F.    Timeline:  
September 12, 2016 — Request for Proposals (RFP) released 
October 14, 2016 — Deadline for submitting questions by email to: jwoods@tosv.com 
December 1, 2016 — Deadline for art proposal submission 
December 15, 2016 — Selection Committee selects up to four art proposals 
January 13, 2017 — Town offers contract to artists to produce and install the art 
February 1, 2017 — Artists sign contract 
June 4, 2017 — Artist completes creation of the art piece and installs in the designated 
location.  
 
G.    Eligibility: Professional visual artists at least 18 years of age residing in the state of 
Colorado are eligible to apply. Full-time, permanent Town of Snowmass Village employees, 
Town consultants, and SAAB members are ineligible. SAAB will select an artist without regard to 
race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, or disability.  
 
H.    Selection Criteria: 
1.    The Artist 
The artist’s statement of qualifications should demonstrate the ability to:  
a.    Be imaginative, creative, with freedom of approach 
b.    Execute a public art project, including transport, fabrication, and installation 
c.    Deliver projects on time and on budget  
d.    Address engineering constraints, fabrication expertise, and quality construction (as 
applicable) 
   
2.    The Art and its Installation 
SAAB seeks installation(s) that: 
a.    Help identify Snowmass Village’s identity as a premier mountain biking/hiking community  
commitment by integrating biking and the arts within its trail system 
b.    Are environmentally sound (e.g. do not damage natural areas) 
c.    Express the theme: "Explore*Connect*Be Inspired” 
d.    Are accessible and interesting to a diverse range of people 
e.    Do not compromise public safety or ADA standards (if required) 
f.    Withstand the elements for a minimum of five years (or change [e.g. degrade] according to 
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the artist’s concept) 
g.    Can be readily installed and maintained with limited use of heavy equipment 
   
I.    Application Requirements   
Up to three pieces per artist may be submitted. Use the submission requirements listed here 
for each individual piece. 

Applications should be submitted electronically only, preferably as a single pdf file.  
Applications must include: 
 
--Artist’s name, address, telephone, and e-mail address  

--Artist’s bio and qualifications (see H.1. above) 

--A description of the art itself (see H.2. above) and why it would be a good addition to the 
Snowmass Loop bike trail in terms of its artistic intention, its appropriateness for Snowmass, 
etc. (500-word max).  

--Up to five photos of the sculpture if it already exists, or scaled renderings of the proposed art 
piece if it does not exist.  Submit PDF format, resulting in the best image quality where the total 
file size remains under 10MB.  Label photos and/or other attachments with your name, not the 
name of the project. For example: Jones.John_photo1of5.pdf. 
 
--The weight and dimensions of the sculpture 

--A list of the materials used 

--An explanation of what is required to install the piece on the trail and how the artist will 
transport it to its designated location on the Snowmass Loop trail (keep in mind that vehicles 
and heavy equipment cannot be used in most locations).  

--A maintenance schedule if needed 

Note: The Selection Committee reserves the right to select as many or few pieces within the 
given budget or reject any or all submissions if it feels the proposals do not meet their goals 
and expectations for the project. 

 
J.    Deadline:  5 PM, December 1, 2016 by pdf to email: jwoods@tosv.com 
 
K.    Questions regarding the project should be submitted by e-mail only by 5 PM,  October 14, 
2016 and directed to:  
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Julie Ann Woods, FAICP/MLA  

Community Development Director 
Town of Snowmass Village 

jwoods@tosv.com 

L.    Submission: Submit applications to the Town of Snowmass Village at: 

http://co-snowmassvillage.civicplus.com/bids.aspx 

 

Links to similar trail arts programs: 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ah
UKEwju_5OlkuzOAhUKOyYKHa1uD8kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Foutdoorsindoors.wordpress.co
m%2F2013%2F10%2F11%2Fandres-institute-of-art-sculpture-park-on-big-bear-mountain-
nh%2F&psig=AFQjCNFS7wd4rJkh0Ij99EEquE5HOR_V1A&ust=1472749690703115 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ah
UKEwjz5J-
5lOzOAhWBOCYKHZRGBM4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwtripfinder.com%2F2012%2F03%2F25%2
Fwebsters-woods-in-port-
angeles%2F&bvm=bv.131286987,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEZCcZczvTW8BRzdmnOLHbXy3Glig&ust=14727
50247298352 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ah
UKEwjA0OfFkuzOAhXIRSYKHSJMB8kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americantrails.org%2Fresou
rces%2Fart%2FSan-Jose-enhances-trails-with-
art.html&psig=AFQjCNEZcCuJZCj4i6JBRE80z9TTB6W8IQ&ust=1472749751318919 

 

http://co-snowmassvillage.civicplus.com/bids.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju_5OlkuzOAhUKOyYKHa1uD8kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Foutdoorsindoors.wordpress.com%2F2013%2F10%2F11%2Fandres-institute-of-art-sculpture-park-on-big-bear-mountain-nh%2F&psig=AFQjCNFS7wd4rJkh0Ij99EEquE5HOR_V1A&ust=1472749690703115
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju_5OlkuzOAhUKOyYKHa1uD8kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Foutdoorsindoors.wordpress.com%2F2013%2F10%2F11%2Fandres-institute-of-art-sculpture-park-on-big-bear-mountain-nh%2F&psig=AFQjCNFS7wd4rJkh0Ij99EEquE5HOR_V1A&ust=1472749690703115
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju_5OlkuzOAhUKOyYKHa1uD8kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Foutdoorsindoors.wordpress.com%2F2013%2F10%2F11%2Fandres-institute-of-art-sculpture-park-on-big-bear-mountain-nh%2F&psig=AFQjCNFS7wd4rJkh0Ij99EEquE5HOR_V1A&ust=1472749690703115
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju_5OlkuzOAhUKOyYKHa1uD8kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Foutdoorsindoors.wordpress.com%2F2013%2F10%2F11%2Fandres-institute-of-art-sculpture-park-on-big-bear-mountain-nh%2F&psig=AFQjCNFS7wd4rJkh0Ij99EEquE5HOR_V1A&ust=1472749690703115
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz5J-5lOzOAhWBOCYKHZRGBM4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwtripfinder.com%2F2012%2F03%2F25%2Fwebsters-woods-in-port-angeles%2F&bvm=bv.131286987,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEZCcZczvTW8BRzdmnOLHbXy3Glig&ust=1472750247298352
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz5J-5lOzOAhWBOCYKHZRGBM4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwtripfinder.com%2F2012%2F03%2F25%2Fwebsters-woods-in-port-angeles%2F&bvm=bv.131286987,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEZCcZczvTW8BRzdmnOLHbXy3Glig&ust=1472750247298352
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz5J-5lOzOAhWBOCYKHZRGBM4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwtripfinder.com%2F2012%2F03%2F25%2Fwebsters-woods-in-port-angeles%2F&bvm=bv.131286987,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEZCcZczvTW8BRzdmnOLHbXy3Glig&ust=1472750247298352
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz5J-5lOzOAhWBOCYKHZRGBM4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwtripfinder.com%2F2012%2F03%2F25%2Fwebsters-woods-in-port-angeles%2F&bvm=bv.131286987,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEZCcZczvTW8BRzdmnOLHbXy3Glig&ust=1472750247298352
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz5J-5lOzOAhWBOCYKHZRGBM4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwtripfinder.com%2F2012%2F03%2F25%2Fwebsters-woods-in-port-angeles%2F&bvm=bv.131286987,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEZCcZczvTW8BRzdmnOLHbXy3Glig&ust=1472750247298352
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz5J-5lOzOAhWBOCYKHZRGBM4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwtripfinder.com%2F2012%2F03%2F25%2Fwebsters-woods-in-port-angeles%2F&bvm=bv.131286987,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEZCcZczvTW8BRzdmnOLHbXy3Glig&ust=1472750247298352
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA0OfFkuzOAhXIRSYKHSJMB8kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americantrails.org%2Fresources%2Fart%2FSan-Jose-enhances-trails-with-art.html&psig=AFQjCNEZcCuJZCj4i6JBRE80z9TTB6W8IQ&ust=1472749751318919
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA0OfFkuzOAhXIRSYKHSJMB8kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americantrails.org%2Fresources%2Fart%2FSan-Jose-enhances-trails-with-art.html&psig=AFQjCNEZcCuJZCj4i6JBRE80z9TTB6W8IQ&ust=1472749751318919
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA0OfFkuzOAhXIRSYKHSJMB8kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americantrails.org%2Fresources%2Fart%2FSan-Jose-enhances-trails-with-art.html&psig=AFQjCNEZcCuJZCj4i6JBRE80z9TTB6W8IQ&ust=1472749751318919
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA0OfFkuzOAhXIRSYKHSJMB8kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americantrails.org%2Fresources%2Fart%2FSan-Jose-enhances-trails-with-art.html&psig=AFQjCNEZcCuJZCj4i6JBRE80z9TTB6W8IQ&ust=1472749751318919
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Art On Trail Locations

Map Id # Art Type Location
1 Nature Themed Sculpture using wood and other natural materials. Sculpture could embrace the Ute Native Americans who inhabited this area before White Settlers Located at Picnic Area where Nature Trail and South Rim Connector Trail intersect
2 Nature or Bike Themed Creation. Sculpture/Art‐Creation for this location needs to be small in size and would have to be either created in the field or packed‐in. Near Picnic Tables where the future 7‐Star Trail will intersect with the North Rim Trail.
3 Bicycle Themed Sculpture/Art that could be stand‐alone or attached to Trailhead Kiosk.  A mobile design would be a plus, so it could be removed during Winter montNear Town Park Station building at Town Park
4 Bicylce Themed Sculpture on side of Trail TBD by SkiCo, but somewhere near Govt/Village Bound intersection
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