Support the HOPWA Program
Sign the letter to the Appropriations Committee
Deadline COB March 30
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Dear Colleague:

We urge you to support the Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program in
the FY 2018 Transportation-HUD appropriations bill. Along with the HIV/AIDS community,
including the National AIDS Housing Coalition, we ask for a funding level of $350 million, a
$15 million increase, to ensure that as the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) enacts the updated HOPWA formula, no jurisdiction loses funding or leaves current
HOPWA residents without supportive housing.

HOPWA is a national safety net for people battling HIV/AIDS, providing competitive and
formula grants to all fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
since 1992. Stable housing, like the housing provided by HOPWA grantees, leads to better health
outcomes for those living with HIV. Inadequately or unstably housed individuals are less likely
to access routine medical care and have poorer health outcomes as they rely on emergency and
acute care.

This year, we are requesting a funding increase of $15 million to stop funding cuts to the states
and cities impacted by the proposed HOPWA formula change. The formula update is designed to
send HOPWA funds to areas of the country where HIV/AIDS rates are rising but without
additional funding, several states and cities will lose critical funding. The National AIDS



Housing Coalition estimates that without the additional $15 million, up to 3,000 individuals will
lose housing this year.

If you have any questions, or you would like to sign on to the letter, please contact Melissa
Connolly in Rep. Nadler's office at melissa.connolly@mail.house.gov or Todd Sloves in Rep.
Crowley’s office at todd.sloves@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,
Jerrold Nadler Joseph Crowley Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

*hkkk
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart The Honorable David Price
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Transportation and Subcommittee on Transportation and
Housing and Urban Development Housing and Urban Development
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Diaz-Balart and Ranking Member Price:

We write to request that the Committee once again support the Housing Opportunities for
Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program in the FY 2018 Transportation-HUD appropriations bill.
Along with the HIVV/AIDS community, including the National AIDS Housing Coalition, we ask
for a funding level of $350 million, a $15 million increase, to ensure that as the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) enacts the updated HOPWA formula, no jurisdiction
loses funding or leaves current HOPWA residents without supportive housing. We urge you to
fund this important, highly effective, and bipartisan program.

For 25 years, HOPWA has provided a national safety net for people battling HIV/AIDS. The
program provides competitive and formula grants to all fifty states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Through these grants, cities and states design and deliver
community-based, cost-effective housing and supportive services to people living with
HIV/AIDS. HOPWA is so important because housing remains the greatest unmet need for
people living with HIV/AIDS. Stable housing, like the housing provided by HOPWA grantees,
leads to better health outcomes for those living with HIV by reducing the risk of transmission to
a partner by 96 percent, reducing emergency room visits by 36 percent and hospitalizations by 57
percent. Providing HOPWA grants saves money for federal, state, and local governments.

Despite its efficiency and effectiveness, HOPWA remains chronically underfunded. In FY 2017,
with your support, we kept HOPWA funding at $335 million for the second year in a row, after
years of under-funding. At the same time, Congress passed legislation to update the existing
HOPWA formula and provide more funding to areas of the country where the disease is growing.
Those formula changes will result in several states and cities losing a significant amount of
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funding the FY 2018. In a program as lean and efficient as HOPWA, less funding means less
people served. At current estimates, 3,000 people will lose housing this year under the new
HOPWA formula.

We request an increase of $15 million in funding to ensure that no one loses their housing in FY
2018. This modest increase will keep people in their homes and save lives. At a time when
Medicaid and many other programs on which people with HIVV/AIDS rely are facing major
changes, maintaining stable and secure housing may be the difference between life and death for
many of the families and individuals who rely on HOPWA. We urge you to ensure no one loses
their home this year.

HOPWA is an essential component in the array of programs needed to assure the availability
of safe, affordable housing for low-income people with HIV/AIDS. As HOPWA faces major
changes that put housing at risk for 3,000 current HOPWA residents, we urge the Committee to
recommend funding for HOPWA at $350 million in the FYY 2018 appropriations bill.

Sincerely,



