
 

Alright General Iron, Let’s Really Set the 

Record Straight 

It has never exactly been comforting to hear the boastings of how great a company is, 

when it comes from the owner of the company itself, so, forgive us Adam Labkon, for taking 

your words with a grain of salt. 

By: Yessenia Balcazar 

For more than 100 

years the Southeast side 

has been a community that 

has long since faced abuse 

at the hands of industry—a 

sheer dumping ground. 

This is exactly where 

General Iron plans to 

relocate, though Adam 

Labkon failed to mention 

even once. The Southeast 

side already contains more 

than its own fair share of 

polluting industries that 

work to enhance the upper-

class communities of the 

city but disadvantage the 

communities in which they 

reside. This relocation of 

General Iron proves to be 

more of the same, as 

Labkon himself points out 

that the facility no longer 

“fits” amid the rapidly 

gentrifying development 

taking place within 

Lincoln Park.  

However, gentrifying 

processes have never been 

the primary reasons as to 



why General Iron doesn’t 

make a good neighbor. 

Labkon claims that there 

are no violations in place 

to support the claim that 

General Iron is a public 

nuisance. We beg to 

disagree, and their current 

neighbors do too.  

A  petition created 

in 2016 by “Concerned 

Neighbors” in Lincoln 

Park on change.org titled 

“Paul Vallas - First 

Mayoral Candidate 

Promising to Put Health 

Concerns of LP/Bucktown 

1st!,” notes the EPA 

issued Notices of 

Violations against General 

Iron after air quality 

monitoring detected high 

levels of Volatile Organic 

Compounds (VOC) – a 

known cancer-causing 

agent. The petition also 

notes periodic fires that 

have spontaneously ignited 

in the scrap piles exposing 

Lincoln Park residents to 

VOC’s.  

Labkon maintains 

throughout his piece that 

General Iron will be a 

beacon of economic 

development for the 

Southeast side. However, 

relocation of a facility 

means that it is already a 

developed business, and 

job preservation is not 

economic development. He 

also notes the importance 

of the recent defeat of an 

order that would have 

restricted the facility’s 

hours of operations, stating 

that it would have 

“crippled” the operations.  

Alderman Hopkins was 

correct in wanting to cut 

down the hours of a 

facility operating nearly 24 

hours a day, as current 

residents complain about 

the significant noise levels 

that come from the facility 

six days a week, starting as 

early as 5am.  

The Southeast side 

has been fighting off 

industry for many years in 

efforts to attain a higher 

quality of life, and achieve 

even the slightest 

resemblance of a 

community that will 

actually bring in an influx 

of residents—something 

that General Iron would 

only work to hinder, and 

what our current eight 

scrap yard facilitates 

already hinder. Our 

community is not 

interested in “the best in-

class environmental 

controls.” We have seen 

time and time again that 

there is no such thing, nor 

is there such a thing as 

“safe, expansive buffer 

zones,” as made evident in 

our issues generated by 

petcoke and manganese 

dust. The Southeast side 

has no interest in 

accommodating General 

Iron or allowing the 

facility to enter the 

community. Just like the 

Lincoln Park residents, we 

have no desire to become 

“concerned neighbors,” 

and we deserve better. 

Yessenia Balcazar 

conducts community 

outreach as the Bryant 

Williams Fellow for the 

Southeast Environmental 

Task Force.  
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