
 

 

October 17, 2017 

 

From the desk of Helen Miller… 

Calling for Hurricanes Disaster Relief 

On September 26, Senator Nelson spoke on the Senate Floor to discuss disaster relief for those 

affected by Hurricanes Irma and Maria.  During the speech, Senator Nelson urged his colleagues 

to quickly take up and pass an aid package to those affected by these hurricanes, as the $15 

billion that Congress passed recently to help hurricane victims in Florida and Texas is quickly 

running out.  Senator Nelson also thanked emergency responders and law enforcement for their 

continued help with response and recovery efforts.  To view the speech you may visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZZ5awtydrA&t=603s . 

 

Highlighting the Importance of Federal Response after Hurricane Maria 

On September 20, Senator Nelson joined Senator Rubio in sending a letter to President Trump 

supporting early disasters declarations for Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands.  The letter 

highlights the importance of the federal government being ready to respond immediately after 

Hurricane Maria and in any other disaster relief and recovery efforts. 

 

Supporting Additional Federal Assistance to Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands 

On September 26, Senator Nelson joined Senator Rubio in sending a letter to the President in 

support of Puerto Rico Governor Ricardo Rosselló and U.S. Virgin Islands Governor Kenneth 

Mapp’s requests for additional federal assistance after Hurricane Maria.  The letter urges the 

President to approve all available resources to assist with Hurricane Maria response and recovery 

efforts after it left millions of people without power, communications, and water. 

 

Calling for Attention to Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands Hurricane Response 

On September 27, Senator Nelson joined Senators Cantwell, Schumer, and 34 other Democratic 

senators in sending a letter to President Trump expressing concern over the dire humanitarian 

situation in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  The letter highlights several outstanding 

issues in current disaster relief capabilities, including the need for: a full disaster declaration for 

Puerto Rico so communities may apply for Individual Assistance; additional first responders; a 

single point of contact in the White House to coordinate federal agencies and departments; the 

inclusion of funding and necessary emergency support for the Puerto Rico Medicaid program; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZZ5awtydrA&t=603s


the allocation of all appropriate resources to quickly restore power to Puerto Rico; added 

presence of military service members and any other Department of Defense (DOD) assets to 

provide disaster relief and humanitarian assistance; an increase in the federal cost share to 100 

percent for debris removal and emergency protective measures; prioritization of the restoration 

of communications devices as quickly as possible; and coordination between the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, the Coast Guard, and DOD to ensure that Roosevelt Roads 

Naval Station and other port infrastructure are operational. 

 

 

Calling on Airlines to Cap Fares Ahead of Hurricane Maria 

On September 18, Senator Nelson sent letters to the CEOs of ten major U.S.-based airlines 

urging them to cap airfares for those fleeing the path of Hurricane Maria.  As the top Democrat 

on the Senate Commerce Committee, which oversees the nation’s airline industry, Senator 

Nelson stated in the letters that “individuals and families should not be forced to delay or cancel 

their evacuation efforts because of confusion over the cost of airfare.”  

 

Expanding a Task Force to Combat Fraud Related to Hurricane Maria 

On September 20, Senator Nelson joined Senator Rubio in sending a letter to Attorney General 

Jeff Sessions requesting the National Center for Disaster Fraud expand the scope of its task force 

to Puerto Rico to monitor and combat illegal activity related to Hurricane Maria.  The letter also 

affirms the work currently being done with the U.S. attorneys’ offices and other federal, state, 

and local agencies related to Hurricane Irma. 

 

Assisting Hurricane Evacuees from Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands 

On October 5, Senator Nelson introduced the Disaster Income Assistance Act to help hurricane 

evacuees from Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and other territories quickly access 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  SSI is a cash-based federal program designed to help aged, 

blind, and people with disabilities who have little to no income meet basic needs like food, 

clothing, and shelter.  Americans evacuating from the U.S. territories to the mainland who are 

otherwise eligible for SSI must reside on the mainland for 30 days before becoming eligible for 

SSI benefits.  The Disaster Income Assistance Act would waive the 30-day residing requirement 

to receive SSI benefits for otherwise eligible people who evacuate from the U.S. territories due 

to natural disasters like Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

 

Introducing Disaster Tax Relief Act 

On October 4, Senator Nelson introduced S. 1907, the National Disaster Tax Relief Act, a bill 

that would provide tax relief to the victims of Hurricane Irma and other natural disasters.  The 

bill would allow businesses and farmers to immediately deduct any clean-up costs, allow tax-free 

debt forgiveness for hurricane victims, and create new ways for taxpayers to save tax-free for 

future disaster costs not covered by insurance.  The bill would also extend critical tax provisions 

for Americans living in Puerto Rico and other U.S. territories, and provide financing for 

economic development, infrastructure, and affordable housing in areas affected by the storm. 

The bill is pending approval in the Senate Finance Committee 

 

Requesting Fee Moratorium from Banks for Customers in Hurricane Path 



On September 14, Senator Nelson sent 12 letters to several leading banks, credit card companies, 

and payday lenders, requesting a 60-day moratorium on fees, penalties, interest, and other 

unnecessary costs for those affected by Hurricane Irma. The letter called on the companies to 

ease the burden on those suffering from the storm, in order to provide time for recovery. In 

response to the letters, many companies agreed to lift various fees and penalties for their 

customers—including overdraft and ATM fees. Some companies Senator Nelson contacted 

include: American Express, BB&T, Fifth Third Bank, and Amscot. 

 

 

Getting More Medical Personnel on the Ground Following a Hurricane 

On September 26, Senator Nelson joined Senator Rubio in introducing S.1865, a bipartisan bill 

that would make it easier for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to get more 

medical personnel on the ground in the wake of a hurricane. 

 

Protecting Healthcare  

On September 25, Senator Nelson made a statement during a Senate Finance Committee hearing 

about the need to protect Medicaid funding as Florida faces Hurricane Irma recovery.  The 

Finance Committee, of which Senator Nelson is a member, held a hearing to consider the 

Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act.  The proposal 

would cap or block grant Medicaid, reducing flexibility of Medicaid funding to Florida 

regardless of medical need, even during public health emergencies like hurricanes.  Currently, 

Medicaid can respond to public health emergencies and natural disasters. As the number of 

people eligible increases, due to lost jobs or homes or growing health needs, federal funding 

increases automatically in response.  To view the hearing, visit 

https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/hearing-to-consider-the-graham-cassidy-heller-

johnson-proposal. 

 

Urging Backup Capabilities for Hurricane Hunters 
On September 28, Senator Nelson sent a letter to the Department of Commerce requesting 

maintenance records for NOAA’s only Gulfstream Hurricane Hunter jet amid reports of three 

critical failures of the plane within eight days during the record Atlantic hurricanes of the past 

several weeks.  The letter urged Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross to quickly acquire backup 

capabilities for the Gulfstream jet Hurricane Hunter, in accordance with a provision authored by 

Senator Nelson and included in the Weather Research and Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017. 

Measurements taken from NOAA’s Gulfstream jet improve the track forecast of hurricanes by 

up to 15 percent.  

 

On September 6, Senator Nelson sent a letter urging the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) to quickly acquire backup capabilities for the Gulfstream jet Hurricane 

Hunter, in accordance with a provision included in Public Law 115-25, the Weather Research 

and Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017, signed into law by President Trump on April 18, 2017. 

Measurements taken from NOAA’s Gulfstream jet improve the track forecast of hurricanes by 

up to 15 percent. 

 

Denouncing Efforts to Kill Portable Generator Safety Rule 

https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/hearing-to-consider-the-graham-cassidy-heller-johnson-proposal
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/hearing-to-consider-the-graham-cassidy-heller-johnson-proposal


On September 27, Senator Nelson, along with Senator Carper, sent a letter to the EPA and the 

CPSC urging them to work towards promulgating portable generator safety rules.  Specifically, 

the letter highlights the significant danger that portable generators pose, particularly in the wake 

of severe weather events like Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria.  

 

On September 27, at a Senate Commerce Committee hearing, Senator Nelson questioned Ann 

Marie Buerkle, the president’s nominee to lead the Consumer Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC), about her attempts to derail a critical portable generator safety rule.  In the wake of 

Hurricane Irma, at least 11 people have died in the State of Florida as a result of carbon 

monoxide poisoning from portable generators.  "How many more deaths from generators in the 

aftermath of hurricanes are we going to have to see before the Consumer Product Safety 

Commission — looking out for consumers’ safety — finally gets around to saying ‘enough,’” 

Senator Nelson asked.  To view the hearing, 

visit: https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/9/nomination 

 

Educating Consumers on Dangers of Portable Generators 
On September 6, Senator Nelson sent a letter to the Consumer Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC) regarding the dangers posed by the improper use of portable generators.  The letter 

highlighted the increased risk of carbon monoxide poisoning resulting from the improper use of 

generators in the wake of severe weather events like Hurricane Irma, and urged the CPSC to 

consider new and innovative ways to get critical safety information to consumers to prevent 

unnecessary tragedy. 

 

Protecting Seniors in Nursing Homes 
On September 14, Senator Nelson sent a letter to then Secretary of the Department of Health and 

Human Services, Tom Price, and the Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services, Seema Verma, urging them to hold the Rehabilitation Center at Hollywood Hills 

accountable for the deaths that took place on Wednesday, September 13, and ensure that 

safeguards are in place so that a situation like this does not happen again.  Reports indicated that 

at 14 seniors died in the nursing home because of the lack of air conditioning, while the nursing 

home had a generator and is located across the street from a functioning hospital.  The nursing 

home failed to transfer the overheated patients to the hospital. 

 

Protecting Seniors During Disasters 

On September 19, Senator Nelson introduced legislation with Senators Rubio, Collins, and 

Casey to create a national advisory committee on emergency preparedness for seniors during 

disasters.  The Protecting Seniors During Disasters Act (S. 1834) would establish a panel of 

local, state and federal experts to provide guidance to the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services to make sure tragedies like the 14 deaths at Hollywood nursing home never happen 

again. The bipartisan bill has been referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 

Pensions for consideration. 

 

Calling for Senate Investigation into Florida Nursing Home Deaths 

On September 29, Senator Nelson called for a Senate investigation into the deaths of residents at 

a nursing home in Hollywood, Florida in the wake of Hurricane Irma.  He is requesting that the 

Senate Finance Committee, which has jurisdiction over the Medicare and Medicaid programs, 

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/9/nomination


investigate the state’s certification process of the facility and the emergency preparedness plans 

at similar facilities.   To receive payments from the federal Medicare and Medicaid programs, a 

nursing home must be certified by its state health agency.  In certifying a nursing home, it is the 

state’s responsibility to ensure that a nursing home complies with all applicable federal 

regulations.  Federal regulations require nursing homes to have an emergency plan in place to 

ensure the health and safety of its residents in the event of an emergency.  Federal regulations 

also require that nursing homes have in place an alternate source of energy to maintain 

“temperatures to protect resident health and safety.”  Senator Nelson wants to ensure that there 

are sufficient protections in place so that seniors are protected during future disasters.   

 

Urging FTC to Combat Contractor and Charity Fraud in Wake of Hurricanes 
On September 18, Senator Nelson joined Senators Thune, Moran, and Blumenthal in a bipartisan 

letter to the FTC, requesting that the agency remain vigilant in its efforts to protect consumers in 

the wake of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.  The letter specifically requests the FTC raise 

awareness of contractor fraud, charity fraud, and identity theft scams that often occur in the 

aftermath of natural disasters, and take enforcement action as necessary. 

  

Asking FEMA to Better Coordinate with Communication Companies 

On September 12, Senator Nelson and Senator Rubio sent a letter to the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) requesting that the agency coordinate with the relevant federal, 

state, and local officials to ensure communications companies are able to access affected areas to 

address service outages.  The bipartisan letter notes the importance of wireless phones in keeping 

first responders, family, and friends connected, particularly at a time when many residents have 

been displaced from their homes, and requests that FEMA work to facilitate timely access to 

repair outages. 

 

Seeking Billing Relief for Customers Impacted by Irma  

On September 14, Senator Nelson wrote to nine wireless, cable, and wireline telephone 

companies requesting billing relief for customers impacted by Hurricane Irma.  In the letter, 

Senator Nelson recognized each company’s hard work to restore communications services to 

Florida residents and asked that each provide a “60-day moratorium on late fees, interest accrual, 

penalties, and any other unnecessary costs to give people time to recover and get back on their 

feet.”  Senator Nelson also requested that each company provide rebates or credits to subscribers 

that experience interruption in voice, video, or internet service due to Hurricane Irma.  

 

Introducing the Small Business Disaster Relief Act 

On September 25, Senator Nelson introduced S.1853, the Small Business Disaster Relief Act, 

with Senator Rubio.  The bipartisan bill aims to help speed up recovery efforts by helping local 

businesses restart critical services.  The bill encourages the Small Business Administration 

(SBA) to use local district offices to expedite the processing of Disaster Loan applications, 

reduces loan restrictions for businesses vital to the recovery effort (like those providing debris 

removal, gas, electricity, and telecommunication services), and provides resources to Small 

Business Development Centers to help them get disaster recovery experts to the areas that need it 

the most. The bill is pending action in the Senate Small Business Committee. 

 

Requesting Extension of Transitional Shelter Assistance Program 



On September 21, Senator Nelson sent a letter to Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) Administrator Brock Long requesting an extension of the assistance period for the 

Transitional Shelter Assistance (TSA) program. The TSA program provides short-term lodging 

in hotels and motels as individuals recover from the storm and rebuild homes.  The letter 

highlights the program’s critical role as FEMA and the state work to finalize long-term housing 

recovery plans in Florida. 

 

 

Urging Approval of Additional Blue Roof Assistance 

On September 22, Senator Nelson sent a letter to the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) urging an expansion of Operation Blue Roof to include additional counties in Florida. 

The Operation Blue Roof program helps homeowners with damaged roofs after a storm. The 

program is coordinated between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, FEMA, and state and local 

emergency managers.  Currently, 17 counties in Florida are approved under the Operation Blue 

Roof program, which also helps homeowners avoid further property damage in the wake of 

Hurricane Irma. 

 

Addressing Gasoline Shortages Before Irma 

On September 6, Senator Nelson sent a letter to the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

asking for help to address South Florida’s growing shortage of gasoline prior to Hurricane Irma. 

At the time, news reports showed about one out of every four gas stations along Florida’s east 

coast were out of fuel.  In the letter, Senator Nelson referenced the people stranded on the side of 

the road in Houston during Hurricane Rita.  His letter urged FEMA to use all available resources 

and authorities to pre-position fuel supplies along evacuation routes. 

 

Recommending a Gas Reserve in Florida 
On September 11, Senator Nelson sent a letter to Energy Secretary Rick Perry asking him to 

consider creating a gasoline supply reserve for the State of Florida.  Prior to Hurricane Irma 

making landfall in Florida, gasoline shortages created hardships for people trying to evacuate and 

hampered relief and recovery efforts after the storm.  In the letter, Senator Nelson cites the 

Northeast Gasoline Supply Reserve created after Superstorm Sandy and asks Secretary Perry to 

consider creating a similar reserve for the state of Florida. 

 

Urging FEMA to Move Gasoline into Florida 

On September 6, Senator Nelson sent a letter to FEMA Administrator Long urging FEMA to use 

all available resources and authorities to assist evacuating Floridians, including pre-positioning 

fuel supplies along evacuation routes, noting that one out of every four gas stations were reported 

to be out of gas.  

 

Fighting Gasoline Price Gouging 

On September 5, Senator Nelson sent a letter to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), regarding 

gasoline price gouging.  The letter emphasized the importance of gasoline access for first 

responders and evacuees in anticipation of Hurricane Irma, and urged the FTC to take swift 

action to detect and defeat price-gouging schemes to protect consumers and public safety. 

 

Supporting the Seminole Tribe’s Emergency Disaster Declaration Request 



On September 8, Senator Nelson sent a letter to President Trump supporting Chairman Osceola’s 

request for an emergency disaster declaration for the Seminole Tribe of Florida.  Hurricane Irma 

was projected to cause major devastation to Florida, and affected many reservations of the 

Seminole Tribe.  In the letter, Senator Nelson urges state and federal governments to work 

together with tribal governments to reduce the potential loss of life and destruction of property. 

The President approved the emergency disaster declaration on September 8. 

 

 

Supporting Seminole Tribe’s Major Disaster Declaration Request 

On September 13, Senator Nelson and Senator Rubio sent a letter to President Trump supporting 

Seminole Tribe Chairman Osceola’s request for an expedited major disaster declaration for the 

Seminole Tribe of Florida in response to Hurricane Irma.  The storm impacted several 

reservations of the Seminole Tribe, and an expedited major disaster declaration is needed to 

ensure response and recovery needs are met.  

 

Urging DOT to Aid Florida Recovery 
On September 11, Senators Nelson and Rubio sent a letter to Transportation Secretary Elaine 

Chao asking the U.S. Department of Transportation to provide all possible aid, staff and 

resources to help local and state officials ensure the safety of Florida’s transportation system in 

the aftermath of Hurricane Irma.  In the bipartisan letter, the Senators underscored the 

importance of ensuring that all roadways, bridges, and airports across the state are fully operable 

in order to deliver crucial fuel and supplies to Floridians attempting to resume their day-to-day 

lives. 

 

Securing Funding for Hurricane Relief 

On September 7, Senator Nelson voted to approve H.R. 601, the emergency supplemental 

funding package for disaster relief requirements, which passed the Senate by a vote of 80 to 17. 

The $15 billion supplemental aid package provides disaster recovery assistance for affected 

communities in Texas and Louisiana and disaster preparation and response for Hurricane Irma. 

The package includes $7.5 billion for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 

and another $7.5 billion for Community Development Block Grants to assist low-income 

communities affected by these storms.  On September 8, the House of Representatives passed the 

bill and the President signed it into law. 

 

On September 7, prior to the vote, Senator Nelson urged Senators to pass the $15 billion disaster 

aid package.  To view the speech delivered on the Senate floor visit: 

https://youtu.be/PJ4S9tX02zk. 

 

On September 6, Senator Nelson led a letter with Senator Rubio to Senate Leadership urging 

them to include additional funding in the Hurricane Harvey aid package accounting for 

additional costs that FEMA would likely incur while responding to Hurricane Irma.  The original 

$7.85 billion was not enough to keep FEMA running through the end of the month.  The letter 

highlighted FEMA’s need for more resources and its dwindling funds as Category 5 Hurricane 

Irma headed towards Florida and the southeast United States.  The additional funding requested 

by Senator Nelson and Senator Rubio was included in the final bill.  

 

https://youtu.be/PJ4S9tX02zk


Supporting Florida’s Request for Pre-Disaster Emergency Declaration 

On September 5, Senator Nelson and Senator Rubio sent a letter to President Trump supporting 

the State of Florida’s request for a pre-landfall emergency declaration to prepare for Hurricane 

Irma.  The first Category 5 hurricane to hit the U.S. in 25 years, Hurricane Irma was projected to 

cause catastrophic devastation to Florida.  The letter urged the President to consider the 

circumstances and approve the state’s request as soon as possible. On September 6, President 

Trump approved the pre-landfall emergency declaration for Florida, opening up federal resources 

necessary to ensure the safety of Floridians. 

 

Honoring the Victims of Harvey, Irma, and Maria 

On October 2, Senator Nelson joined Senators Cornyn, Rubio, and other Senate colleagues in 

introducing S. Res. 278, a resolution expressing condolences to the victims of Hurricanes 

Harvey, Irma, and Maria.  The resolution also commends the resiliency of the people of Florida, 

Louisiana, Texas, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, as well as expresses gratitude to first 

responders, law enforcement, volunteers, and other neighboring states willing to stand by the 

people of the affected areas during the relief and recovery efforts. 

 

Requesting Permanent Work for Additional Florida Counties 

On September 29, Senator Nelson joined Senator Rubio in sending a letter to President Trump 

asking for the inclusion of additional Florida counties for Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance permanent work grants.  Permanent work allows counties to 

apply for FEMA reimbursements for infrastructure damage caused by a storm, including roads 

and bridges, public buildings, utilities, and water control facilities.  The bipartisan letter also asks 

for the current federal cost share of 75 percent to be increased to 100 percent.  Before the letter, 

only 21 counties in Florida were approved for permanent work assistance.  After the letter, 

FEMA announced that 26 more counties would be eligible, bringing the total to 47 eligible 

counties in Florida. 

 

Supporting Reimbursement for Debris Removal on Private Property 

On October 2, Senator Nelson joined Senator Rubio in sending a letter to Federal Emergency 

Management Agency Administrator Brock Long urging quick approval of federal reimbursement 

requests for debris removal on private roads that are deemed to be safety hazards.  Local 

governments must get this approval from FEMA prior to conducting debris removal on private 

property. 

 

Ensuring Effective Recovery Operations in Puerto Rico 

On October 3, during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing, Senator Nelson questioned 

Secretary of Defense James Mattis and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Joseph 

Dunford about Department of Defense (DOD) support for recovery efforts in Puerto Rico and the 

U.S. strategy in Afghanistan.  Specifically, Senator Nelson sought clarity on the amount and 

nature of DOD support for recovery efforts in Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria, and asked 

for details on the Administration’s plans to increase pressure on Pakistan to cooperate in the 

global fight against the Taliban.  

 

NON HURRICANE RELATED 

 



Working Across the Aisle to Fix the Affordable Care Act 

On September 19, Senator Nelson introduced S. 1835, the Reinsurance Act of 2017, with Senator 

Collins (R-ME) to stabilize the Affordable Care Act’s health insurance marketplace and reduce 

the costs of premiums for Floridians.  The Reinsurance Act would enable states to create a 

reinsurance program to help cover high cost patients in order to stabilize the insurance market 

and bring down the costs of premiums.  This bipartisan bill heads to the Committee on Finance, 

of which Senator Nelson is a member.  

 

Passing Legislation for Mosquito Control  

On September 6, the Senate passed S. 849, the Strengthening Mosquito Abatement for Safety 

and Health Act (SMASH) Act, a bipartisan bill filed earlier this year by Senator Nelson to 

authorize an additional $100 million per year to help local mosquito-control efforts aimed at 

eliminating the mosquitoes responsible for spreading the Zika virus.  The bill also authorizes 

additional funding for public health laboratories to better test for the virus, and requires the 

Government Accountability Office to find ways to improve existing mosquito-control 

programs.  The bill must pass the House of Representatives and be signed by the President 

before becoming law. 

 

Finding Cures for Childhood Cancer 

On September 14, Senator Nelson became a cosponsor of S. 292, the Childhood Cancer 

Survivorship, Treatment, Access, and Research (STAR) Act, to accelerate the development of 

childhood cancer treatments.  More than 40,000 American children receive cancer treatment each 

year.  The most common types of cancer among children in Florida are acute lymphocytic 

leukemia, brain cancer, and bone and articular cartilage cancer. The STAR Act would improve 

efforts to identify and track childhood cancer incidences and enhance the quality of life for 

childhood cancer patients. 

 

Protecting Children’s Access to Health Care 

On October 4, the Senate Finance Committee unanimously approved S. 1827, the Keep Kids’ 

Insurance Dependable and Secure (KIDS) Act of 2017, of which Senator Nelson is a 

cosponsor.  The KIDS Act would provide a five-year extension of the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP).  CHIP is a joint state-federal partnership that provides health 

insurance to about 8.9 million children in families who earn too much money to qualify for 

Medicaid.  CHIP covers routine check-ups, immunizations, doctor visits, prescriptions, dental 

and vision care, hospital care, and more. In Florida, about 400,000 children rely on the CHIP 

program to access health care.  

  

Senator Nelson filed two amendments to S.1827, the KIDS Act.  However, these amendments 

were not included in the final bill.  The first would have allowed states to quickly establish their 

own reinsurance programs to lower the costs of premiums in the individual health marketplace. 

The second amendment was modeled after assistance provided following Hurricane Katrina and 

would have provided short-term assistance for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands’ 

Medicaid programs to address the higher demands placed on their Medicaid programs by recent 

hurricanes.  

 

Funding Community Health Centers and Protecting Access to Healthcare 



On September 19, Senator Nelson signed a letter with 70 of his Senate colleagues urging the 

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions to swiftly resolve the funding cliff 

that the Community Health Centers Fund (CHCF) faces at the end of September 2017. 

Community health centers deliver health care services to the nation’s most vulnerable 

individuals, including homeless individuals, agricultural workers, public housing residents, and 

veterans.  Florida has fifty community health centers which operate in every county and in more 

than 523 locations.  Without the extension of CHCF funding, community health centers will lose 

seventy percent of their funding. 

 

Protecting Seniors Access to Home Health Services 

On September 26, Senator Nelson and 48 other Senators sent a bipartisan letter to the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services Secretary, Tom Price, and the Centers for Medicare 

and Medicaid Services Administrator, Seema Verma, urging them not to move forward with the 

Home Health Groupings Model until it has been fully analyzed and the impacts are understood 

by relevant stakeholders.  On July 28, CMS published a new Medicare payment model for home 

health services known as the Home Health Groupings Model (HHGM), as part of a proposed rule 

for calendar year 2018.  HHGM makes several major changes to the home health 

payments.  Home health services have allowed millions of seniors across Florida to receive the 

care they need without giving up the independence that comes with living at home.  

 

Protecting Children’s Access to Health Care 

On September 28, Senator Nelson became a cosponsor of S. 1827, the Keep Kids’ Insurance 

Dependable and Secure (KIDS) Act of 2017.  The KIDS Act would provide a five-year extension 

of the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  CHIP is a joint state-federal partnership 

that provides health insurance to about 8.9 million children in families who earn too much 

money to qualify for Medicaid.  CHIP covers routine check-ups, immunizations, doctor visits, 

prescriptions, dental and vision care, hospital care, and more.  In Florida, about 400,000 children 

rely on the CHIP program for healthcare.   

 

Requesting Information on Equifax Data Breach 
On September 8, Senators Nelson and Thune wrote to Equifax CEO Richard Smith requesting 

information about a data breach that jeopardized the personal information of over 143 million 

Americans.  The bipartisan letter specifically requested information about what steps Equifax has 

taken to investigate the incident, how the company will restore and maintain the integrity of its 

systems, and what the company is doing to identify and mitigate potential consumer harm.  

 

Protecting Student Loan Borrowers 

On September 8, Senators Nelson, Baldwin and 12 of their colleagues sent a letter to the 

Secretary of the Department of Education, Betsy DeVos, urging the department to take action on 

student loan debt relief scams.  As student loan debt grows, scammers have found new ways to 

defraud borrowers with promises to lower monthly payments or provide total loan forgiveness. 

Companies market their services to borrowers by calling or emailing them repeatedly, and often 

mislead consumers into thinking the company has a special relationship with the federal 

government.  Victims of these scams may become delinquent on their payments, unknowingly 

default on their loans and fall into deeper debt. 

 



Combatting Human Trafficking 
On September 14, the Senate passed two bipartisan bills, cosponsored by Senator Nelson and 

aimed at combatting human trafficking. Senator Nelson has stressed the importance of working 

to combat human trafficking, especially in Florida, which is ranked third in the nation for cases 

reported. The No Human Trafficking on Our Roads Act, S. 1532, would increase the penalty for 

any CDL holder convicted of severe human trafficking. The Combating Human Trafficking in 

Commercial Vehicles Act, S. 1536, would create a human trafficking prevention coordinator and 

establish a human trafficking advisory committee at the Department of Transportation (DOT). It 

would also increase outreach and education efforts at DOT. 

 

On September 19, at a Commerce Committee hearing on S. 1693, the Stop Enabling Sex 

Traffickers Act, Senator Nelson expressed his strong support for this bill, which he stressed takes 

a commonsense and targeted approach to close a legal loophole that has allowed websites that 

facilitate and profit from sex trafficking to escape liability.  This bipartisan bill, which Senator 

Nelson is cosponsoring, would ensure victims of sex trafficking can seek justice against websites 

that knowingly facilitate sex trafficking, and would provide state law enforcement the authority 

needed to prosecute these crimes.  To view the hearing, visit: 

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/9/committee-announces-legislative-

hearing-s-1693-the-stop-enabling-sex-traffickers-act-of-2017 

 

Requesting Commitment to Scientific Integrity in Federal Government 

On September 25, Senator Nelson wrote to Comptroller General Gene Dodaro, head of the 

Government Accountability Office (GAO), requesting a study on the implementation, adherence, 

and effectiveness of federal agencies’ scientific integrity policies.  Senator Nelson’s request 

follows troubling reports of interference in scientific funding, conduct, and communication at 

some agencies – countering the policies’ intention to remove political considerations from the 

scientific process.  GAO will also review protections in place for federal scientists, to ensure 

their studies remain impartial and free from interference, suppression, or distortion. 

  

Passing Harmful Algae Bloom and Hypoxia Legislation in the Senate 
On September 26, the Senate unanimously amended and passed S. 1057, Harmful Algal Bloom 

and Hypoxia Research and Control Amendments Act of 2017, authored by Senator Nelson.  The 

legislation formally adds the Army Corps of Engineers to the Algae Bloom and Hypoxia Task 

Force, requires the assessment of harmful algal blooms that begin in freshwater systems and 

spread to marine systems, and establishes a process for EPA or NOAA to declare a severe algae 

bloom or hypoxic event an Event of National Significance, which would trigger access to federal 

assistance.  The bipartisan bill reauthorizes the program through 2023. 

 

Urging Agencies to Coordinate Algae Testing in Lake Okeechobee 

On September 1, Senator Nelson sent a letter to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration asking for coordination among federal agencies to test the algae bloom in Lake 

Okeechobee for toxicity, after receiving concerns from local residents worried that the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection was not sampling frequently enough.  The letter urges 

the agency to learn from last year’s toxic bloom and notes the importance of reliable, publicly 

available information about the level of toxicity in Lake Okeechobee prior to any discharges to 

estuaries east and west of the lake. 

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/9/committee-announces-legislative-hearing-s-1693-the-stop-enabling-sex-traffickers-act-of-2017
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/9/committee-announces-legislative-hearing-s-1693-the-stop-enabling-sex-traffickers-act-of-2017


  

Introducing Bipartisan TSA Modernization Legislation 

On September 27, Senator Nelson, with Senators Thune, Blunt, and Cantwell, introduced S. 

1872, the TSA Modernization Act.  This bipartisan bill will ensure the Transportation Security 

Administration has the direction, leadership, and tools it needs to address today’s changing 

aviation security challenges.  It gives the TSA the flexibility to increase the number of canines 

that can be used in passenger and cargo security. Furthermore, this legislation facilitates the 

cooperation between the agency and stakeholders for continued aviation security improvements. 

 

Extending Temporary Protected Status for Haitians 

On September 18, Senator Nelson sent a bipartisan letter to Acting Secretary of Homeland 

Security Elaine Duke requesting an 18-month extension of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for 

eligible Haitians currently in the United States.  TPS was granted to Haitians shortly after the 

2010 earthquake, and Senator Nelson and his colleagues urged an extension to allow Haiti to 

recover from the damage caused by the earthquake, Hurricane Matthew last fall, and now 

Hurricane Irma.  

 

Helping DREAMers 

On September 25, Senator Nelson sent a letter to Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Elaine 

Duke with 37 other Senators requesting an extension of the October 5, 2017, deadline for 

DREAMers currently enrolled in the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program 

to apply for renewal of their status.  On September 5, President Trump ended the DACA 

program, but certain individuals currently enrolled are allowed to apply for renewal before 

October 5, 2017.  In the wake of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria, Senator Nelson and his 

colleagues requested an extension of this deadline to allow DACA recipients—many of whom 

were affected by the storms—to gather the funds and necessary paperwork to apply for renewal.  

 

Authorizing Military Spending 

On September 18, the Senate passed the Fiscal Year 2018 National Defense Authorization Act 

(NDAA) by a vote of 89 to 8.  Senator Nelson supported passage of the bill, which includes 

several provisions important to Florida, including funding to update space launch range and 

military test and training range infrastructure off Florida’s coasts.  

 

Improving Cyber Defenses 

On September 26, during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the re-nomination of 

General Joseph Dunford to be Chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff, Senator Nelson asked 

General Dunford about confronting Russia in cyberspace and President Trump’s proposed cuts to 

the State Department and U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  Specifically, 

Senator Nelson urged Chairman Dunford to prioritize the rapid development of U.S. cyber 

capabilities to defend against and deter Russia in cyberspace.  Senator Nelson also asked 

Chairman Dunford about the importance of full funding for the State Department and USAID to 

complement our military activities in support of U.S. foreign policy objectives.  To view Senator 

Nelson’s comments, click here: https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/hearings/17-09-26-

nomination_--dunford  

 

Funding F-15 Eagles 

https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/hearings/17-09-26-nomination_--dunford
https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/hearings/17-09-26-nomination_--dunford


On September 27, Senator Nelson joined a bipartisan letter to the Senate Defense Appropriations 

Subcommittee (SAC-D) requesting full funding for upgrades and maintenance to the U.S. Air 

Force’s F-15C Eagle fleet.  The Florida Air National Guard flies F-15C Eagles in support of 

Operation NOBLE EAGLE protecting U.S. homeland security.  Full funding for upgrades and 

maintenance is critical to ensuring continued capability until a replacement is fielded.  

 

Helping Veterans Transition to Commercial Truck Drivers 
On September 14, the Jobs for Our Heroes Act, S.1393, cosponsored by Senator Nelson, was 

unanimously approved by the Senate.  The bipartisan bill seeks to make it easier for veterans to 

transition to driving commercial trucks by streamlining the process for obtaining a commercial 

driver’s license (CDL) for those servicemen and women who have had experience operating 

large military vehicles, similar to commercial trucks. 

 

Honoring War Dogs 

On September 6, the Senate adopted S. Res.160, recognizing the contribution of war dogs.  The 

resolution, which Senator Nelson introduced earlier this year, acknowledges the 75th anniversary 

of the U.S. Army’s military working dog program, recognizes the service of military working 

dogs, and honors their sacrifice in combat.  

 

Recognizing Hispanic Heritage Month and Hispanic-Serving Institutions 

On September 13, Senator Nelson became a cosponsor of S.Res. 253, a resolution designating 

the week beginning September 18, 2017, as “National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week.”  The 

resolution, which passed the Senate on September 13, recognizes the important contributions of 

these institutions to our communities and calls on the United States to observe “National 

Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week” with appropriate programming or activities.   

 

On September 14, Senator Nelson became a cosponsor of S.Res. 256, a resolution recognizing 

Hispanic Heritage Month and celebrating the heritage and culture of Latinos in the United States 

and the immense contributions of Latinos to the United States.  The resolution, which passed the 

Senate on September 14, honors the contributions of Latinos to the United States and encourages 

the people of the United States to honor Hispanic Heritage Month.  

 

Protecting Against Gun Violence 

On October 4, Senator Nelson joined Senator Feinstein in introducing S. 1916, a bill that would 

prohibits the sale, manufacture or possession of bump stocks, trigger cranks and similar 

accessories that accelerate a semi-automatic rifle’s rate of fire.  “Bump stocks” can be used to 

increase the firing rate of a semi-automatic weapon, essentially converting it into a fully-

automatic assault weapon.    

 

Passing Bipartisan TSA Modernization Act in the Commerce Committee 

On October 4, Senator Nelson voted for S. 1872, the Transportation Security Administration 

(TSA) Modernization Act, which was approved out of the Senate Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation.  The bipartisan bill, introduced by Senators Nelson, Thune, Blunt, 

and Cantwell, would ensure that the TSA has the direction, leadership, and tools it needs to 

address today’s aviation security challenges.  The bill expands the use of canines, expedites 

deployment of new screening technology, and continues enrollment in the PreCheck program. 



   

Supporting Autonomous Vehicles Bill 

On October 4, Senator Nelson voted for S. 1885, the American Vision for Safer Transportation 

through Advancement of Revolutionary Technologies Act, at meeting of the Senate Committee 

on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  The committee voted unanimously to advance the 

legislation, which will facilitate the development and deployment of highly autonomous 

vehicles.  Senator Nelson, who serves as Ranking Member, praised the bill as an important step 

in the development of self-driving vehicles, and highlighted the potential benefits to safety, 

mobility, and efficiency. 

 

Sanctioning Hizballah 

On October 5, the Senate adopted S. 1595, the Hizballah International Financing Prevention 

Amendments Act of 2017, by unanimous consent.  Senator Nelson is a co-sponsor of this 

bipartisan bill, which expands sanctions against the foreign terrorist organization Hizballah and 

those that support it and requires increased reporting on its terrorist and criminal activities. 

 

Introducing bipartisan Caribbean Trade Extension Act 

On October 5, Senator Nelson introduced S. 1943, the Caribbean Trade Extension Act.  Senator 

Rubio joined as an original cosponsor to the bill that would extend a special trade preference 

program for several countries in the Caribbean through September 30, 2030.  Countries eligible 

for the program—including Haiti, Jamaica, Barbados, Belize, Curacao, Trinidad and Tobago, 

Guyana, and St. Lucia—can import certain textiles and apparel into the U.S. duty-free if made 

with U.S. yarn, fabrics, and thread.  The program, which is due to expire in 2020, acts to 

strengthen economic ties and further U.S. interests in the region—including raising labor 

standards, combating narcotics trafficking, and preventing government corruption.  Senator 

Nelson’s bill now awaits action in the Senate Finance Committee. 
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