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Palm Bay Community Center to be Renamed
in Honor of Anthony J. Rosa

Palm Bay- The Palm Bay Parks and Recreation Department would
like to invite the media and members of the community to attend
the ceremony to officially change the name of the Palm Bay
Community Center to the Anthony J. "Tony" Rosa Community
Center. The ceremony will take place on Saturday, September
17th, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. at 1502 Port Malabar Blvd. NE. Palm

Bay.
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On April 5, 2016 the Palm
Bay Recreation Advisory
Board, at its regular
meeting, unanimously voted
in favor of renaming the
Palm Bay Community
Center for Anthony J.

Rosa. Palm Bay City
Council unanimously
approved their
recommendation. Mr.

Rosa was the City of Palm Bay's first Parks and Recreation
Director, starting the department in 1968, and was the department
Director until 1978. He was the Director of the Parks and
Recreation Department during the planning and construction stages
of the Palm Bay Community Center and retired shortly after it
opened in the summer of 1978.

Mr. Rosa was a mentor and coach to the youth of Palm Bay and
was responsible for starting several youth sports programs in the
city. He was one of the founders of the Brevard County Youth
Football League which is still operating a quality program
throughout the county. Mr. Rosa's vision to build the Community
Center and the acquisition of the funding for construction, was a
pivotal point in not only the growth of the City's Parks & Recreation
Department, but that of the city as a whole. The Palm Bay
Community Center became the premier recreat

lonal facility in the county and transformed the department from a
small operation to a full blown recreation department.

Current Parks & Recreation Director, Fred Poppe, was hired by Mr.
Rosa in 1974 as a maintenance worker. Rosa developed Poppe's
passion for recreation by letting him go beyond parks maintenance,
allowing him to help out with programs on the recreation side of the
department. "Tony instilled in me the desire to work for my
community and to serve others. He truly cared about the Palm Bay
community, especially the kids. He loved being a coach and




mentor, and he knew the importance of providing recreational
opportunities and discipline for them," said Poppe.

Troy Cox, Recreation Division Manager, was also hired by Mr.
Rosa in the 1978. Cox remembers Rosa as a no nonsense guy
who was always upfront and honest. "That came from his time in
the military" Cox surmised. "He was a no nonsense guy, but he
encouraged you to follow through on your ideas and he didn't
interfere or tell you how things should be done."” Mr. Cox also
cultivated his desire for a career in recreation while working under
Mr. Rosa.

In addition to his work in the Palm Bay Community, Mr. Rosa was a
Military Veteran with 23 years of service to his country. He served
in the Navy, Army and Air Force during those years. Most notably
Mr. Rosa received the Silver Star in World War Il while serving in
the U.S. Navy, when his ship was torpedoed and he single
handedly saved the lives of 7 of his crew members.

HitH

Andy Dimmig | City of Palm Bay Parks and Recreation | 321-953-8912|
Andy.dimmig@pbfl.org | http://www.playpalmbay.org

STAY CONNECTED:

f oo

City of Palm Bay, Florida, 120 Malabar Rd. SE, Palm Bay, FL 32909

SafeUnsubscribe™ president@greaterpalmbaychamber.com

Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by andy.dimmig@palmbayflorida.org in collaboration with



mailto:karyn.barber@pbfl.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010J7ajdAKGkWorT2WG86Whs0w1ItVoACtF_5Yu4DVccuKBteiyCslCrbXq0olrR24ouyXM8zt2qYbLlUVMcVayZckIaA5VOypRA0zie9BXyAiYE0c7GhtT4rqZgDVXu-bO9oNaaEihFhDoloveezx1gvdnexaWkfB0dSi6JKH2oypPX4t-QylHQ==&c=vu0KnzfmhvYEnEgXNqolxkkq-s0HS0ZQrxV93vAV0jNI6mHnbBxWxw==&ch=N8WYrXdO63TG9MBkZUuPJss3GA-l4pgXHca4oiBs8X8nK1jjdwqHLg==
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001tpoPzbcl5357grFwG-otGg%3D%3D&ch=c4d79750-f210-11e5-a93f-d4ae5284205e&ca=788acfbf-75ac-42c8-ba35-3e11be4c089d
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=9iwkvkuab&m=1121344379162&ea=president%40greaterpalmbaychamber.com&a=1125831189371
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001tpoPzbcl5357grFwG-otGg%3D%3D&ch=c4d79750-f210-11e5-a93f-d4ae5284205e&ca=788acfbf-75ac-42c8-ba35-3e11be4c089d
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/service-provider?cc=about-service-provider
mailto:andy.dimmig@palmbayflorida.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010J7ajdAKGkWorT2WG86Whs0w1ItVoACtF_5Yu4DVccuKBteiyCslCrbXq0olrR24ouyXM8zt2qYbLlUVMcVayZckIaA5VOypRA0zie9BXyAiYE0c7GhtT4rqZgDVXu-bO9oNaaEihFhDoloveezx1gvdnexaWkfB0dSi6JKH2oypPX4t-QylHQ==&c=vu0KnzfmhvYEnEgXNqolxkkq-s0HS0ZQrxV93vAV0jNI6mHnbBxWxw==&ch=N8WYrXdO63TG9MBkZUuPJss3GA-l4pgXHca4oiBs8X8nK1jjdwqHLg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010J7ajdAKGkWorT2WG86Whs0w1ItVoACtF_5Yu4DVccuKBteiyCslCrbXq0olrR24ouyXM8zt2qYbLlUVMcVayZckIaA5VOypRA0zie9BXyAiYE0c7GhtT4rqZgDVXu-bO9oNaaEihFhDoloveezx1gvdnexaWkfB0dSi6JKH2oypPX4t-QylHQ==&c=vu0KnzfmhvYEnEgXNqolxkkq-s0HS0ZQrxV93vAV0jNI6mHnbBxWxw==&ch=N8WYrXdO63TG9MBkZUuPJss3GA-l4pgXHca4oiBs8X8nK1jjdwqHLg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010J7ajdAKGkWorT2WG86Whs0w1ItVoACtF_5Yu4DVccuKBteiyCslCo_jcKZu6KLYY-ChExA450C7Ddd6LJYR_HSz5q6LQp8ib2FZOPQ5XcZWCdLRVORlPU2Tl1doxq1jgllkTJqiTASr7Perz8n72lItRWUFxoLSSfPIJGKua612TKe6fEDrfBWQ7IBNY6QHmbiAAOGf31w=&c=vu0KnzfmhvYEnEgXNqolxkkq-s0HS0ZQrxV93vAV0jNI6mHnbBxWxw==&ch=N8WYrXdO63TG9MBkZUuPJss3GA-l4pgXHca4oiBs8X8nK1jjdwqHLg==

Constant Contact’ 2~
Try it free today


http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT1142
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT1142

