
       AN UPDATE & THANK YOU 
FROM THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM

             As of November 1st, 84 pledge cards had been returned               
             for the 2018 Stewardship Campaign: Where the Heart Is, 
totaling $336,049.  Also, as of November 1st, new and additional 
pledge cards had been returned for the capital campaign Project 
St. Mark’s: The Sequel (which includes the recent repaving of the 
parking lot) totaling $13,880.*  

We deeply appreciate your commitment and pledges to both 
campaigns. If you have already returned your pledge cards, or 
are doing so soon, thank you! This will help church leadership 
determine an estimated budget for next year. We recognize that 
some of you may need more time for discernment regarding 
pledges, and are grateful for pledges received through the fall and 
beyond. Stewardship packets are available in Garton Hall and in the 
church office. These can be returned anytime in the offering plate, 
to the church office or can be filled out online via the link on the 
church website (www.smumc.church/pledge).  Thank you for your 
generosity in supporting the ministries and missions of St. Mark’s!

*Project St. Mark’s: The Sequel is a two-year capital campaign, 
which began last year.  The current number of pledges from last year 
and this year (as of November 1st) is 97.  The current total of pledges 
and gifts is $200,540.  The goal is $275,000.

You may be eligible for additional tax advantages 
depending on how you structure your charitable giving 
to St. Mark’s.  See page 3 of this month’s Upcoming for 
information that has been provided by Hurlow Wealth 
Management, the firm that manages the church’s 
endowment fund.

mark your calendars!

fri 11.10
2nd-5th graders’ games night

sun 11.12
world music in worship

sun 11.12
operation friendship soup lunch

sun 11.12
stephen ministry call-out mtg

tues 11.14
green team video: 
Time to Choose

sun 11.26
hanging of the greens

mon 11.27
story church

sat & sun 12.2 & 3
umw cookie shoppe!

ongoing...

11.12-12.10
order your Xmas poinsettias

thru 11.14
3T auctions in garton hall

thru 11.19
thanksgiving basket sharing
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announcements
3T AUCTIONS:  TIME, TALENT & TREASURE
BENEFITS ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

The 3T Auction will raise funds for the St. Mark’s Nursery School & Kindergarten Scholarship & 
Playground Funds. Donations of TIME (babysitting, meal preparation), TALENT (music lessons, 
baked goods), and TREASURES (tickets, vacation homes) will be auctioned to raise money for 
the school’s scholarship and playground fund. 

The auction will run November 1st- November 14th as an online auction. 

Visit the 3T Auction website at www.32auctions.com/3T2017 to view the donations and to place your bids.  
For more information, see the displays in Garton Hall & the Nursery School/Kindergarten hallways.

THANKSGIVING BASKET SHARING
Thanksgiving Basket Sharing is an important ministry at SMUMC. Once again, we are collecting money to 
provide a full traditional Thanksgiving meal for 62 families. 

We need your help in two ways. 
 
First, you may donate to this cause. Fifty dollars will provide one full basket, twenty-five 
dollars a half basket, and twenty dollars will pay for a turkey. If you donate by cash, please 
put the money in an envelope and write the word “Baskets” on the envelope. Checks should 
be written to “St. Mark’s” with the word “Baskets” on the memo line.
 
Second, please consider signing up to deliver baskets to the recipient families on Sunday, 
November 19th. A sign-up sheet for delivery drivers will be in Garton Hall, beginning on 
November 5th. The Boy Scouts have once again agreed to help take the baskets to the cars 
to be delivered.

There will also be a work session, in Garton Hall, on Saturday morning, November 18th, at 10:00 am to load 
the baskets, and arrange them for delivery on Sunday Morning. 

Sixty-two (62) baskets is our largest goal yet, but the need is great. At Fairview, for instance, there are 270 
children who are enrolled in the Backpack Buddies program, and many of those families will be on our list this 
year. Thank you for generously sharing holiday blessings.

NOW!
through

NOV
14

NOW!
through

NOV
19
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announcements
ST. MARK’S BUILDING THANKSGIVING HOURS

In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, the St. Mark’s building will be 
closed on Thursday, November 23rd and Friday, November 24th. There 
will be no staff members in the building and there will be no events 
planned at the church. 

The building will re-open on Saturday, November 25th for regularly-scheduled events. In the event of a 
pastoral emergency, please call 812-325-9406 or 812-219-8377.

CLOSED
THURS-FRI
NOV 23-24

ADDITIONAL TAX ADVANTAGES FOR GIVING
A NOTE FROM THE ENDOWMENT AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEES

Hurlow Wealth Management, who manages the church’s endowment fund, has provided the following information 
regarding tax advantages for giving to charitable organizations.  The article also includes methods for donating 
appreciated stock and your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD). 

1. Consider Gifting Appreciated Stock Instead of Cash
Cash gifts and stock gifts both allow you to take a charitable income tax deduction.  When you gift long term appreciated 
stock to a charitable organization, you receive an additional tax benefit, because you avoid paying tax on the “built-in” 
capital gain for your stock.  If you were to sell an appreciated stock, you would have to pay capital gains tax.  The capital 
gains tax rate ranges from 15% - 23.8% (as of this writing), depending on your income.  However, if you were to gift the 
stock directly to St. Mark’s, you could avoid the capital gain all together and an additional tax deduction for the donation.  
Even better, St Mark’s is able to sell the stock without having to pay capital gains tax. 

2. If you are over age 70-1/2 and are required to take money out of your IRA each year, you should read this.  
Did you know that instead of taking your yearly Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your IRA and paying tax on 
it, you could give it directly from your IRA to the church or other charities?  The benefit is that the donation counts as your 
required minimum distribution but doesn’t increase your adjusted gross income, which can be a great benefit if you don’t 
itemize and can’t deduct charitable contributions. In addition, keeping some or all of your RMD out of your adjusted gross 
income could help you avoid the Medicare high-income surcharge or help make less of your Social Security 
benefits taxable. (You can’t double-dip tax breaks and deduct the charitable contribution if you make the tax-
free transfer to charity.)

The money needs to be transferred directly from the IRA to the charity in order to be tax-free. If you withdraw 
it from the IRA first and then give it to the charity, you can deduct the gift as a charitable contribution (if you 
itemize), but the withdrawal will be included in your adjusted gross income.  To make such a transfer, contact 
the financial institution that handles your IRA and tell them that you want all or part of your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) to be sent directly to the church or qualified non-profit of your choice.  

If you have any questions or need help with either of these methods of giving, please feel free to reach out 
to  John C. Hurlow, Hurlow Wealth Management Group www.hurlowwealth.com 812-333-4726 jhurlow@
hurlowwealth.com.  
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upcoming events
DELTA THETA TAU 
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE

Delta Theta Tau 
Philanthropic 
Sorority will hold 
a one-day Holiday 
Boutique at St. 
Mark’s in Room 8. 

Enjoy shopping for holiday-themed items. 
Funds raised will support community 
projects.

POINSETTIA ORDERS FOR 
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

Ordering will begin on Sunday, 
November 12th for poinsettias to 
decorate the Sanctuary and Garton 
Hall during Advent and Christmas. 
Look for an insert in the worship 
bulletin on November 12th. 

Orders will be taken through Sunday, December 10th. The 
cost for each poinsettia plant is $10. Please call the church 
office with any questions or to place an order.

SAT NOV 11
10:00AM-
4:00PM

STEPHEN MINISTRY CALL-OUT MEETING
Grab a bowl of soup from the Operation Friendship Soup Lunch and join us for the revitalization of our 
Stephen Ministry Program.  This short informational meeting will introduce you to Stephen Ministries, what we 

do, and how to become a Stephen Minister.  A Stephen Minister is a lay member (not 
a pastor) who is trained to offer one-to-one Christian care to people going through 
tough times. If you have already attended the training, please join us for information 
on how we will be utilizing your talents in the very near future.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dan Hughes at drhughes719@att.net  If you have been 
trained and would like to continue serving the congregation, please contact Dan as soon as possible. 

SUN NOV 12
11:30AM

SUN NOV 12
THROUGH

SUN DEC 10

PARENTS OF YOUTH NIGHT
LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED

All parents of youth (and grandparents/other loving adults caring for pre-teens and 
teenagers) are welcome! 
Enjoy some food & conversation with other folks raising teens. If you have questions 
or would like to be on a contact list for future gatherings, contact Dawn Walters at 
dquillen@indiana.edu or the church office.

SUN, NOV 12
6:00PM
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upcoming events

HELP CHURCH WOMEN 
UNITED COLLECT 
WINTER ITEMS FOR 
SHALOM COMMUNITY 
CENTER
Church Women United (CWU) is collecting winter 
items during November to donate to Shalom 
Community Center. Contact Lisa Miller Maidi 
(emillerm@comcast.net, 812-325-3154), St. Mark’s’ 
representative to CWU, with questions.
Items will be collected in a labeled box in Garton 
Hall. 
Needed items, mostly for men:
---Gently used coats and blankets
---new underwear, socks, long johns, white t-shirts
---deodorant, shavers

ADVENT NIGHT AND 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 
This is a wonderful evening for all ages as we enter the 
Advent season. We begin by sharing a simple (turkey-
free) meal, and then gather in the sanctuary to sing some 
favorite Christmas songs. 

Individuals and families can then 
choose to decorate the church, go 
to the craft and activity room, or 
meet with Aaron in the music room.
 

Children and youth can also come to the Youth Room to 
choose a costume for the Christmas Eve Pageant. Young 
ones should bring a parent (or other adult) with them. 
Bring friends or visiting relatives. All are welcome!

SMUMC GREEN TEAM PRESENTS 
“TIME TO CHOOSE”

Members of the SMUMC Green Team invite you to view this compelling video. Climate 
change is a huge challenge humanity is facing in the 21st Century – and it is also 
presents a tremendous opportunity. We have the solutions we need, but we are in a 
race against the clock to implement them in time.

Oscar-winning documentary director Charles Ferguson captures the urgency and innovation of this critical 
moment in his new film, TIME TO CHOOSE.  Audience members will move from the threats humanity face 
to the remarkable stories of people changing our world for the better. The scope of this beautiful film is truly 
global, with footage and interviews from five continents. This is the first major film to offer compelling stories 
of the innovators, leaders and average people fighting on the front lines for a cleaner, more sustainable world. 
Comfortable chairs along with popcorn and apple cider will be provided.

TUES NOV 14
7:00PM

ROOM 8

SUN, NOV 26
5:00-7:00PM
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small groups
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH, 10:30AM, GARTON HALL

SHOEBOX PROJECT
Each month, the Shoebox Project of St. Mark’s meets and assembles shoeboxes filled with hygiene products 
and toys for kids. The shoeboxes are donated to local agencies such as Middle Way House and MCUM that 
serve those in need. Everyone is welcome to come and to join the fellowship and fun. We are always in 
need of washcloths, combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste, small toys, coloring books, hotel soaps/shampoos, 
pencils, crayons, etc. You can place your donations any time in the basket in Garton Hall located beneath 
the UMW bulletin board.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH, 5:30PM—7:00PM

MEAL SHARE FOOD REPACK
Each month, St. Mark’s volunteers go to Hoosier Hills Food Bank to repack donated food for agencies which
provide food for families. For more information, contact Glenda Murray at glmurray@indiana.edu.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH, 11:30AM IN ROOM 10

STEPHEN MINISTRY CALL-OUT MEETING
Grab a bowl of soup from the Operation Friendship Soup Lunch and join us for the revitalization of our 
Stephen Ministry Program.  This short informational meeting will introduce you to Stephen Ministries, 
what we do, and how to become a Stephen Minister.  A Stephen Minister is a lay member (not a pastor) 
who is trained to offer one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. If you have already 
attended the training, please join us for information on how we will be utilizing your talents in the very 
near future.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dan Hughes at drhughes719@att.net If 
you have been trained and would like to continue serving the congregation, please contact Dan as soon as 
possible. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH, 5:30PM

BUDDIES OF ST. FRANCIS
Buddies of St. Francis is a small group experience for those who love animals and believe that our spirituality 
is enhanced by their presence in the world and in our lives. This humans-only gathering will be a time 
to share stories, reflect, and consider opportunities for advocacy. Join us in Room 8 on Tuesday evening, 
November 14th, at 5:30pm. Contact Jimmy Moore for more information.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH, 6:30PM—8:00PM

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Prayer Shawl Ministry now meets once a month, on second Tuesdays at 6:30pm. We invite those who knit 
or crochet to help provide prayer shawls for those experiencing grief, change, and life joys. We also make 
baptism blankets and special projects.
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small groups
EACH WEDNESDAY, 1:00PM—3:00PM

ST. MARK’S QUILTERS & CRAFTERS
Bring your quilting or crafts to Room 10 and spend time with others who enjoy these activities. All skill levels 
are welcome and encouraged to attend. Quilters & Crafters will not meet on Wednesday, November 22nd, the 
day before Thanksgiving.

EACH THURSDAY, 11:30AM-1:00PM 

WOMEN OF WONDER AND FAITH
A group of faithful, journeying women meeting weekly to read and discuss books on various topics of faith. We 
are reading John Shelby Spong’s book Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy through December 14th. Please 
join us as we move along our faith journey, collectively and individually, as well as build valuable friendships to 
support each other through life’s many challenges and joys. Contact the facilitator, Maria Schmidt marschmi@
indiana.edu, with questions and to let her know you are coming.

EACH FRIDAY, 12:30PM AT BELL TRACE

CONVERSATIONS ON LIFE MEN’S GROUP
During November, the Conversations on Life men’s group will be reading and discussing the last section of 
Richard J. Foster’s book Streams of Living Water.  In particular, we will cover Appendix B:  Notable Figures & 
Significant Movements in Church History. The group meets every Friday at 12:30pm in the private dining room, 
at the basement level on the west side of the main building of Bell Trace. Visitors are always welcomed.

opportunities to serve
SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP

Our breakfast event each Sunday continues to grow in popularity. It has become a great way to start the 
morning, to meet new people, and to provide a deep welcome to all who come our way. It is also a great way 
for those groups who help provide breakfast to receive free-will conations for their own mission effort or a 
cause they value. Sign up today in Garton Hall to provide breakfast on a future Sunday. Contact the church 
office or breakfast coordinator, Christine Conrad, at 812-961-2959 or silent2hear@gmail.com 
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united methodist women (umw)
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH & THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN COOKIE SHOPPE:
LET’S BAKE! 
Here’s how to be part of this wonderful event.
On December 2nd and 3rd, beautiful tables of cookies and candy will be available for purchase at the United 
Methodist Women’s Cookie Shoppe in room 8, off Garton Hall. This only happens because women, men, and 
teens bake cookies or make candy weeks before and the day before the Cookie Shoppe. Bake at home and 
freeze or join the merriment Tuesday, November 14th, 8:00am-1:00pm or Thursday, November 30th, 9:00am-
1:00pm in the church kitchen. Bakers and candy makers do NOT have to be members of UMW to contribute to 
this project. 

Set-up for Cookie Shoppe will be Friday, December 1st, 9:00am-1:00 pm, and all cookies and candy MUST be 
delivered on Friday, December 1st by 12:00pm. Funds UMW receives from the annual Cookie Shoppe support 
women’s and children’s global and local missions. 

UMW CIRCLE MEETINGS FOR NOVEMBER 
MORNING CIRCLE 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH, 9:30AM, ST. MARK’S ROOM 8 & KITCHEN   
Program: Cookie Baking & World Thank Offering 
Program Leaders & Hostesses: Trish Rahke & Myriam Wood.  
Bring: Least Coin and World Thank Offering.

CHARLENE MARTIN CIRCLE 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH, 7:00 PM, BELL TRACE  
Program: World Thank Offering
Program Leader: Trudy Shaw.  
Bring: World Thank Offering and Least Coin.

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST, 1:30PM, ST. MARK’S ROOM 8 
Program: World Thank Offering. 
Bring: World Thank Offering & Least Coin.
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children and youth
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 6:30PM—9:00PM @ ST. MARK’S

GAMES NIGHT FOR 2ND- 5TH GRADERS
 Come, party with us at St. Mark’s! This will be an all-out celebration where we will make pizzas and ice cream 
sundaes, play games, and have a blast with friends.  Sign your child(ren) in at 6:30pm and pick them up before 
9:00pm. Children are encouraged to bring friends.  RSVP to Sarah Gettie McNeill at sarahgettiemcneill@
smumc.church or 812-332-5788. Parents: we need chaperones; if you’re willing to help out, let us know!
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH, 10:30AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP

CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
Children and Youth are welcome to be part of worship leadership any Sunday.  They are especially invited, 
this month, on Sunday, November 19th.  Children and youth are invited to serve by greeting/handing out 
bulletins, lighting candles (acolyte), drawing a picture for the bulletin cover, reading scripture, leading a 
prayer, sharing a musical or artistic talent, helping the ushers, etc.  Please contact Mary Beth Morgan if your 
child(ren)/youth would like to participate in worship leadership on November 19th, and which role(s) are of 
interest.  Thank you!

BEGINNING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH!

CHILDREN & YOUTH:  
SIGN UP FOR THE CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT

It is a special ministry of our children and youth to share the story of Jesus’ birth on Christmas Eve at 5:30 pm. 
Children and youth share special music; the congregation sings; the angels bring good news; the sheep baa; 
the cows moo; the camels say whatever camels say; the shepherds keep watch; the magi bring gifts. We all 
welcome Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus (and their donkey), light candles and sing Silent Night together.

There are both speaking and non-speaking parts, with roles being age appropriate and matching the interest 
of the child or youth. Sign-up in the Sunday School hallway, in Garton Hall, or contact Mary Beth Morgan or 
Sarah Gettie McNeill. Costumes will be available for selection on Sunday, November 26th during Advent Night 
and on Sundays. There is one rehearsal on Saturday, December 23rd at 10:30am. (If you cannot be there, let 
us know.) All interested children and youth (preschool-age through senior high) can participate, including 
friends and visiting grandchildren, and other relatives. We look forward to sharing in this great night together!



-10--10- November, 2017Upcoming@St. Mark’s

sundays at St. Mark’s

our regular sunday schedule:

BREAKFAST    9:00am Garton Hall

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Pilgrims

Nomads
Bible Banter

   9:15am
   9:15am
   9:30am

Room 13
Room 10
Room 11

INFANT & TODDLER CARE
Infants

Toddlers
   9:30am-11:30am Room 24

Room 25

Celebration!
CHILDREN, FAMILY & FRIENDS 

OF ALL AGES    9:30am-10:15am Garton Hall

SANCTUARY WORSHIP 
SERVICE

   10:30am Sanctuary

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Preschool    10:30am-11:30am Room 27
Kindergarten-1st Grade Room 28

2nd-3rd Grades Room 9
4th-5th Grades Room 4
Youth: 6th-8th Room 3

Youth: 9th-12th Room 1,2
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worship
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH, GARTON HALL BREAKFAST 9:00-10:15AM

SERVICE PROJECT FOR 
THE YOUTH SERVICES BUREAU YOUTH SHELTER

Four 5th grade students from University Elementary School, including St. Mark’s Theo Fort, are raising money 
for the Youth Services Bureau Youth Shelter.  They are raising money for luggage, book bags and duffles for 
youth.  Most kids come to the shelter with their belongings in garbage bags.  As they leave the shelter to 
go to a placement or return home, it would be a first positive step in their new beginning to be able to put 
their personal items in clean and organized luggage.  On Sunday, November 12th, the boys will be helping 
to provide our Sunday Breakfast with donations all going to purchase luggage items.  We will also have a 
collection box where, if you have slightly used luggage, you could donate.  We will keep the collection box 
available for the couple of weeks.  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH, 10:30AM

WORLD MUSIC:  THE RHYTHM OF FAITH STORY
Sunday morning, November 12th during our 10:30am Sanctuary service we will be joined by a group of IU 
Jacobs School percussionists who are specializing in Afro-Cuban music, a musical style not from Africa directly, 
but rather developed by people of African descent who were originally brought to Cuba to work as slaves.  
Over time, the rhythms and timbres merged with the indigenous music of Cuba to form a new style that 
reflected the blended cultures.  The musicians will enhance our worship with religious expressions drawn from 
that culture, and will (we hope) inspire us as they accompany our hymn singing.  Jimmy Moore’s sermon that 
morning, “The Rhythm of Faith Story,” will explore how the rhythms around us can help us find a prayerful 
centering in this increasingly-dissonant world.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH, 11:30AM

OPERATION FRIENDSHIP SOUP LUNCH
Enjoy a soup lunch in support of Operation Friendship to be held after Worship on November 12th. Choose 
from a variety of delicious soups, grilled cheese sandwiches, and baked goods. All eat-in orders include a roll. 
Stay to eat your soup lunch in Garton Hall, with drinks provided by OF. You may also pre-order and take lunch 
home with you. Order forms are available Sunday, November 5th at the Welcome Center and the Operation 
Friendship Bake Sale table. Operation Friendship (OF) is a travel exchange program for youth with which St. 
Mark's has participated for generations.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH, 7:30 P.M.

STORY CHURCH
St. Mark’s is pleased to welcome Story Church this month. Story Church is a unique, inclusive Christian worship 
experience that meets monthly and brings people together through the sharing of personal stories and songs. 
Story Church meets monthly in various locations throughout the city. During Story Church gatherings, music 
is presented by Susan Anderson and friends, (some well-known, some brand new). Come hear personal faith 
stories on Monday, November 27th at 7:30pm. Holy Communion is offered for those interested. Tasty goodies 
are offered in a time of meet and greet.
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adult sunday school: november classes
BIBLE BANTER 
The Bible Banter class uses the Scripture text for the morning’s sermon as a discussion-starter. 
Looking at the passage in its larger context, and sometimes exploring a bit of Bible-writing history, 
we offer thoughts on what the morning’s sermon might look like, based on the Scripture the pas-
tor has selected. We leave time to discuss implications of the Scripture on our own lives, and often 
find ourselves delving into topics that wind up far afield from the morning’s original topic. You are 
invited to bring some coffee/breakfast from Garton Hall into Room 11 and join the conversation.

NOMADS
In November, the Nomads class will read & discuss The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully 
by Joan Chittister. This book consists of a series of very short essays on many different aspects of 
life that might change as we approach older age. All are welcome to join Nomads in Room 10 
(even without reading the book!).

PILGRIMS
On Sundays in November, the Pilgrims class will continue a study the Old Testament using video 
lectures from Dr. Amy-Jill Levine of Vanderbilt University Divinity School. The goal of the series 
is to provide members of faith communities with richer insights into the literature that forms the 
bedrock of their faith.

In November, the video lecture topics are:
November 5th Lecture 19 
 “The Southern Kingdom” 
 (Isaiah, Deuteronomy, 2 Kings 18-23)

November 12th Lecture 20 
 “Babylonian Exile” 
 (2 Kings 24-25, Jeremiah, Isaiah 40-55, Ezekiel)

November 19th Lecture 21 
 “Restoration and Theocracy” 
 (Isaiah 56-65, Ezra-Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) 

November 26th Lecture 22 
 “Wisdom Literature” 
 (Song of Songs, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job)

Each week, discussion follows the video. All are welcome to join Pilgrims in Room 13.
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looking ahead to december...
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND (9AM-1PM) AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD (8AM-1PM)

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN COOKIE SHOPPE!
Can’t You Just Smell the Cookie Shoppe? Sales of cookies and candy will be 9:00am-1:00pm on December 
2nd & 8:00am-1:00pm on December 3rd. For best selection, variety, and quantity, plan to shop on Saturday 
morning. Cookies and candies are sold by weight at $10 per pound. Free gift boxes & ribbon are provided. All 
proceeds go to local and global missions.   

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 10:00AM-12:00PM, GARTON HALL

GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS 
& OTHER WINTER HOLIDAYS

Join us for a morning of arts and craft activities hosted by St. Mark’s Children’s Ministry and St. Mark’s Nursery 
School and Kindergarten. With a focus on re-using and re-purposing materials, the crafts are geared toward 
preschool and primary-age-children. The crafts include make-and-take holiday decorations and gifts that can 
be given to parents, grandparents and other special people in children’s lives. This free event is open to all, 
regardless of your faith and home culture, so please invite your friends and family.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, 3:00PM 

BLOOMINGTON CHAMBER SINGERS 
PRESENT “FEAST ON BACH”

Sunday afternoon, December 3rd, at 3pm, in our sanctuary, the Bloomington Chamber Singers and 
Orchestra under the direction of Gerry Sousa will present  Feast on Bach: Cantatas of Advent and Christmas, 
a performance of five cantatas written by J. S. Bach for the Advent and Christmas season.  The first of a 
3-part series that is designed to showcase some of Bach’s most brilliant and festive cantatas, the series will 
span the liturgical year from Advent and Christmas to Lent and Easter, and then Pentecost and Reformation 
Day.   Scored for high Baroque trumpets and full orchestra, with soloists and chorus, the joyful works are a 
wonderful gateway to the Advent and Christmas season.  For tickets and additional information, see www.
chambersingers.info.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 4:00PM TO CLOSING

DINE AT BUCCETO’S TO SUPPORT 
ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

When you dine in or carry out from either Bloomington Bucceto’s between 4:00pm and closing, mention St. 
Mark’s Nursery School and Kindergarten, and 20% of the total you spend will be donated to the Nursery School 
and Kindergarten! Can’t make it this month? No problem. This “Dine and Donate” opportunity occurs the first 
Wednesday of each month.



SUN MON TUES 

 

NOVEMBER 12th-DECEMBER 10th 

ORDER ALTAR POINSETTIAS! 

 

 

 

5 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

9:30am   

10:30am Sanctuary Worship 

5:00-7:00pm Soup Cook Off! 

6 
10:30am Shoebox Project Ministry 

7:00pm  Trustees Meeting 

7:00pm Operation Friendship 

7 
9:30am UMW Executive Board 

12 9:30am  

 10:30am Sanctuary Worship 

 11:30am OPERATION FRIENDSHIP SOUP 
   LUNCH 

 11:30am Stephen Ministry Call-Out 

 5:30pm Youth Group & Parents of Youth 

13 
 

14  
9:00am Cookie Shoppe Bake 

9:30am UMW Morning Circle 

5:30pm Buddies of St. Francis 

6:30pm   Prayer Shawl Ministry 

7:00pm Green Team Video 

19 

9:30am   

10:30am Sanctuary Worship 

11:30am Thanksgiving Basket Delivery 

20 
 

21 
1:30am Susanna Wesley Circle 

7:00pm Interfaith Thanksgiving 

  at Beth Shalom 

26 

9:30am   

10:30am Sanctuary Worship 

5:00pm  ADVENT NIGHT AND  

  HANGING OF THE GREENS 

27 
7:00pm Story Church 

28 
 

Dec 3 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8:00am COOKIE SHOPPE 
9:30am   
10:30am Sanctuary Worship 
3:00 pm Bloomington Chamber Singers Concert 
7:00pm Operation Friendship Meeting 

Dec 4 
10:30am Shoebox Project Ministry 

7:00pm  Trustees Meeting 

Dec 5 
9:30am UMW Executive Board 



WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 3T Auction Begins Today 2 3 4 

8  
1:00pm Quilters & Crafters 

5:30pm Meal Share Repack 

9 

11:30am Women of Wonder and 
 Faith 

 6:15pm Handbell Choir 

7:30pm  Chancel Choir 

10 3T Auction Ends Today 
12:15pm Conversations on Life 

Men’s Group at Bell Trace 

5:00pm Game Night  for 2nd-5th 
 graders 

11 
10:00am Delta Theta Tau Holiday 
 Boutique 

2:00pm Masonic Rites Service 

3:00pm Memorial Service for 
George Rusnak & Reception  

15 UPCOMING @ ST. MARK’S  

ARTICLES AND EVENTS FOR DECEM-
BER ARE DUE TODAY! 

1:00pm   Quilters & Crafters 

7:00pm    UMW Charlene Martin 
 Circle at Bell Trace 

5:30pm XYZ Dinner & Program 

16 

11:30am Women of Wonder and 
 Faith 

 6:15pm Handbell Choir 

7:30pm Chancel Choir 

17 
12:15pm Conversations on Life 

 Men’s Group at Bell Trace 

18 
10:00am Thanksgiving Baskets 
 Assembly 

22 
1:00pm Quilters & Crafters 
 

23 

 THANKSGIVING DAY 
 (Building closed) 

24 

 (Building closed) 

25 
 

29 
1:00pm   Quilters & Crafters 

7:00pm Story Church 

30 

9:00am Cookie Shoppe Bake 

11:30am Women of Wonder and 
 Faith 
6:15pm     Handbell Choir 

7:30pm     Chancel Choir 

Dec 1 
9:00am Cookie Shoppe Setup 

12:15pm Conversations on Life 

Men’s Group at Bell Trace 

 

Dec 2 
9:00am COOKIE SHOPPE 

9:30am Getting Ready for  

 Christmas 

 

Dec 6 
1:00pm   Quilters & Crafters 

   



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARK’S
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH 

5:00pm Hanging of the Greens
Decorating the Sanctuary and Building. All are welcome.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD (THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT)
10:30am Sanctuary Worship

3:00pm Bloomington Chamber Singers Concert at St. Mark’s

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH (THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT)
10:30am Sanctuary Worship: Lessons in Carols

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11TH
7:00pm Blue Christmas Service

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH (THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT)
10:30am Sanctuary Worship

3:00pm Bloomington Chamber Singers Messiah Sing-Along

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24TH (CHRISTMAS EVE)
10:30am Sanctuary Worship

3:00pm Early Service with Communion and Candle Lighting
5:30pm Christmas Pageant and Candle Lighting

11:00pm Late Service with Communion and Candle Lighting

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church of Bloomington, Indiana 
is an inclusive community bringing Christ-like love, healing and hope to all.

 We embrace the United Methodist ideal of  Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors 
by welcoming those of all races, cultures, faith traditions, 

sexual orientations, and gender identities.

Upcoming @ St. Mark’s is published each month as an information resource and guide to the activities and events within 

and around the St. Mark’s church community.  Copies are distributed at the beginning of each month along with the 

Sunday worship bulletin.  Additional copies are available at the Welcome Center Desk, at the main entrances to the 

building, or by contacting the Church Office.  An online copy of Upcoming @ St. Mark’s can be downloaded from our 

church website (www.smumc.church). To submit articles for publication, please contact the church office. 

S T .  M A R K ’ S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
100 N. State Road 46 Bypass,  Bloomington, Indiana  47408  
812.332.5788      Office@smumc.church      www.smumc.church


