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WE WELCOME RODNEY LONG,
OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES!

We are pleased to share that the Pastor-Staff-Parish Committee has approved
the hiring of Mr. Rodney Long as St. Mark’s new part-time “Director of Youth
Ministries.” Rodney brings great gifts and experience to this role. Originally
from Georgia, he is a graduate of Columbus State University, where he double
majored in Music Education and Voice Performance. Rodney was a high
school music teacher in Maryland for five years before moving to Bloomington
this past fall to pursue a Masters of Music degree in voice performance at IU.

Rodney has a warm personality, encouraging spirit, welcoming energy,

and a passion for working with youth and families. He is especially strong

in engaging youth, creating positive relationships, and fostering healthy
community. His vision is to connect with families & to create opportunities
for youth to engage in all areas of Christian education, service, and worship,
while building a strong youth presence in the church. A gifted and talented
musician, Rodney landed his first official job in ministry playing piano for a
Baptist Church when he was 14 years old.

We are very grateful to the Search Committee for their dedication,
thoughtfulness and wisdom throughout this process. The Committee
members include youth (Steven Fort, Zach Hitchcock and Christian Smith),
parents (Alayna Gray and Minjeong Kang), Pastor-Staff-Parish representative
(Ellen Bell), Director of Children’s Ministries (Sarah Gettie McNeill) and pastors
(Jimmy Moore and Mary Beth Morgan).

We will officially welcome Rodney on Sunday, January 14th, and will be
announcing other opportunities for youth, families and the St. Mark's
community to get to know him. If you have any questions, contact Mary Beth
Morgan. Please welcome Rodney to St. Mark’s!

Methodist Church

mark your calendars!

(details for all events are in this issue)
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“SHARED HOPES IN A TIME OF FEAR:
sunoa ARy 7. EXTENDING THE LEGACY OF

First cHRisTIAN cHureH DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.”;
205 BERIVOOR AN INTERFAITH COMMEMORATION

Plan to be at this service for our 5th annual gathering with many other faith communities to share
in a time of prayer, music and reflections on the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This is a
service for all ages and faith traditions.

We are fortunate to have Nicole Griffin, who has served for many years on the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission, as our speaker. Lesley Levin, from Congregation Beth
Shalom, will also share a brief reflection on her experience in Selma. We will share incredible music
led by Alonza Lawrence and the Second Baptist Church Choir, Marietta Simpson (mezzo-soprano & U
Jacobs School of Music professor), Terrence Chin-Loy, Hank & Andy Ruff, and Jihye Choi.

Each faith community has been invited to share, in a few sentences, hopes they have for our local
community and beyond. Following the service, there will be a time to gather together and share
some light refreshments. Contact Mary Beth Morgan for more information. All are welcome!

YOUTH HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET
REVEREND HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK,
FRIEND OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
& ACTIVE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Reverend Middlebrook is the speaker at the evening Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. birthday celebration at the Buskirk-Chumley MONDAY, JANUARY [STH
Theater at 7pm. He has also agreed to talk with some of the [ :00PM-2:00PM
youth in our community, about some of his experiences with BUSKIRK-CHUMLEY
Dr. King, from 1:00pm-2:00pm at the Banneker Center (930 W.

< i IS e er (93 (MEET AT ST. MARK'S @
7th St., Bloomington). There will also be a Q&A session with 12: 15PM.)

Rev. Middlebrook. RSVP to Mary Beth Morgan if you are able to
participate in this great opportunity. Let her know if you would like
to join a group leaving from St. Mark’s at 12:15pm or if you plan to
meet us there.
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DrR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

BE A PART OF THE
DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. DAY OF - E 1 IME.s

ALWAYS RIGHT TO

SERVICE! PO\AWHAT
Extend the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, g Rl G H T

Jr. through acts of service with others. All ages
are invited to participate in our day of service

opportunities in collaboration with other faith
communities and non-profits. The day begins 8:30am with a

light breakfast at St. Mark’s. Participants can choose a number MONDAY, JANUARY [STH
of volunteer options at St. Mark’s, and some opportunities in 9:00AM- |1 :00AM

the community. You can sign up via the Sign-Up Genius link

here or on the church website (http://www.signupgenius.com/ (LIGHT BREAKFAST AT
go/8050845afaf28a20-mikjr), in Garton Hall, or by contacting 8:30AM)

Mary Beth Morgan or the church office. (Note: Please ignore
references to 2014 in Sign-Up Genius Link. This is for 2018.)

Some current needs to help St. Mark’s support this day:
* Go shopping for breakfast items (as we are hosting the light breakfast).*
* Help set-up or clean-up from the light breakfast.
* Help greet or sign-in folks when they arrive on Monday morning.
* Help guide others in a specific service project (i.e., chili cooking, cookie baking,note card
creating, no-sew blanket making, shoebox project. . .)
* Contribute towards supplies & materials for these projects.
* Be willing to be contacted to consider last minute needs.

*You do not need to spend any of your own money to be a MLK Jr. Day shopper.

There are also a few projects specific to St. Mark’s:
* Help with Nursery School & Kindergarten room projects.
* Help organize costumes from the Christmas Pageant & wash costumes from this past Christmas
Eve. (We have a washer & dryer at the church.)
* Help tidy the sanctuary (making sure Bibles are in the chairs, etc.)

If you can help with any of those areas above, or have questions, contact the church office or Mary
Beth Morgan (marybethmorgan@smumc.church, 812-332-5788).
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announcements
‘WHERE THE HEART IS”

AN UPDATE & THANK YOU
FROM THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM

As of January 2, 119 pledge cards had been returned for the 2018
Stewardship Campaign: \Where the Heart Is, totaling $452,220. Also,
101 new and additional pledge cards had been returned for the capital
campaign Project St. Mark’s: The Sequel (which includes the recent
repaving of the parking lot). This total is now $206,220.

We deeply appreciate your commitment and pledges to both

campaigns. If you have already returned your pledge cards, or are doing so soon, thank you! This will
help church leadership finalize a budget for this year. We recognize that some of you may need more
time for discernment regarding pledges, and are grateful for pledges received. Stewardship packets
are available in Garton Hall and in the church office. These can be returned anytime in the offering
plate, to the church office, or can be filled out online via the link on the church website (www.
smumc.church/pledge). Thank you for your generosity in supporting the ministries and missions of St.
Mark’s!

DOCUMENTARY FILM:
‘SCREENAGERS: GROWING UP IN A DIGITAL AGE”

Do questions about technology and parenting interest - or even THURSDAY, JANUARY 25TH,

trouble - you? Join Rev. Sarah Gettie and others from St. Mark’s 6:00PM-8:30PM

for the only local viewing of the film, Screenagers, which comes

highly recommended from other Youth Directors addressing MONROE COUNTY

the issue of technology and parenting. Learn what experts say PUBLIC LIBRARY AUDITORIUM,
about the effect of screen time on teens—and how it can best BLOOMINGTON

be managed. This acclaimed documentary is by Dr. Delaney
Ruston; there will be a panel discussion following the screening featuring local experts.

This program is a partnership between Indiana University School of Media, Indiana University School
of Public Health, Centerstone, Bloomington After School Network, and the Library.
Presenter: Kevin MacDowell, (812) 349-3264, kmacdowe@mcpl.info

Families of Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts can swap “outgrown” scouting uniforms and
equipment and look for used scouting items that others no longer need. Notify your neighbors
and friends who may be involved in scouting about this opportunity to “recycle” still-usable
scouting equipment.
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upcoming events
CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28th Children and Youth are welcome to be part of worship
10:30AM leadership any Sunday. They are especially invited, this month,
SANCTUARY WORSHIP on Sunday, January 28th. Children and youth are invited
to serve by greeting/handing out bulletins, lighting candles

(acolyte), drawing a picture for the bulletin cover, reading scripture, leading a prayer, sharing a
musical or artistic talent, helping the ushers,etc. Please contact Mary Beth Morgan if your child(ren)/
youth would like to participate in worship leadership on January 28th, and which role(s) are of
interest. Thank you!

NEW TO ST. MARK'S? ATTEND OUR NEXT MEET-AND-GREET!

Join us if you are new to St. Mark’s, have been here for a while and have questions about the church,
or just want to meet some of those involved in church leadership. SUNDAY, JANUARY 28TH,
We will meet on Sunday, January 28th, after worship, in Room 8. I1:30AM

We will have light snacks, and a brief time of conversation with the

pastors and other church leaders. If you need childcare, contact the church office with the names
and ages of your children. Although RSVP’s are not necessary, you may wish to let us know you are
coming by contacting the church office. We would love to see you on the 28th!.

CULTURAL FOUNDATIONS OF PEACE FILM SERIES
(AT THE INDIANA UNIVERSITY CINEMA)

There is a special opportunity made possible at Indiana University that has been developed by Tim
Fort, and Indiana University Cinema. It is called the Cultural Foundations of Peace Series, and seeks

to demonstrate how different elements of culture — sports, music, film itself, religion, law, business,
gender — provide avenues into peacebuilding apart from governmental negotiation of peace
processes. Follow this link to learn more about the series: http://www.cinema.indiana.edu/?post_
type=series&p=16293. The four films are:

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28TH. 5:30PM “GANDHL.” The iconic 1982 story of the life and work of
Gandhi in his efforts to promote rights in South Africa, independence for India, and peace between
Muslims and Hindus.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH, 2:00PM “AS ONE.” Early 1990's story of South and North Korea
coming together to form a joint table tennis team to compete in an Asian championship.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY [I8TH, 2:00PM “SWEET DREAMS.” In post-genocide Rwanda, a group

of women drawn from both Hutus and Tutsi groups form a drumming group, becoming the first
women to publicly drum in the country.

SUNDAY, MARCH 4TH, 5:30PM “JOYEUX NOEL.” This film portrays the famous “Christmas
Truce” of World War I, where armies of Germany, France and Scotland spontaneously came together
with song, sports, trade, and religion to rise up from their trenches and celebrate Christmas together.
Screening takes place in the IlU Moving Image Archive Screening Room in the Herman B Wells Library.

Viewing is free but registration is required. Call or e-mail the IlU Cinema (812-856-CINE or iucinema@
indiana.edu).
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small groups

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9TH, 5:30PM
Buddies of St. Francis

Buddies of St. Francis is a small group experience for those who love animals and believe that our spirituality
is enhanced by their presence in the world and in our lives. This humans-only gathering will be a time to
share stories, reflect, and consider opportunities for advocacy. Join us in Room 8 on Tuesday evening, Janu-
ary 9th, at 5:30pm. Contact Jimmy Moore for more information.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9TH, 6:30PM—8:00PM

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawl! Ministry now meets once a month, on second Tuesdays at 6:30pm. We invite those who knit

or crochet to help provide prayer shawls for those experiencing grief, change, and life joys. We also make
baptism blankets and special projects.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10TH, 5:30PM—7:00PM

Meal Share Food Repack

Each month, St. Mark’s volunteers go to Hoosier Hills Food Bank to repack donated food for agencies which
provide food for families. For more information, contact Glenda Murray at gimurray@indiana.edu.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12TH, 1:30PM—3:00PM
Daytime Parents Group

The Daytime Parents of Young Children Group meets every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month in Room 24
to support one another through the intense joys and challenges of raising young humans. There is minimal
homework, and it's never required. Currently, we are reading the very brief chapters in The Parent’s Tao Te
Ching: A New Interpretation by William Martin, and reflecting on the spiritual wisdom of both this text and
Christian scriptures as it relates to parenting. Bring the kids! There are toys to entertain them while parents
discuss. Invite friends, and if it is your first time, contact Sarah Gettie McNeill at sarahgettiemcneill@smumc.
church to learn the chapter for the coming meeting.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14TH, 6:00PM
Parents of Youth Night, at B-lown Diner

Enjoy some food & conversation with other folks raising teens. If you have questions, or would like to be on
a contact list for future gatherings, contact Dawn Walters at dquillen@indiana.edu or the church office. All
parents of youth (and grandparents/other loving adults caring for pre-teens and teenagers) are welcome!

WEDNESDAYS IN JANUARY, 1:00PM—3:00PM

St. Mark’s Quilters & Crafters

Bring your quilting or crafts to Room 10 and spend time with others who enjoy these activities. All skill levels
are welcome and encouraged to attend. Contact Patti Wright with questions.
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small groups

RESUMES ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 11TH, 11:30AM—1:00PM
Women of Wonder and Faith

A group of faithful, journeying women meeting weekly to read and discuss books on various topics of faith.
Women of Wonder and Faith will meet again on January 11th and will beginning reading Saving Jesus from
the Church, by Robin Meyers. Please join us as we move along our faith journey, collectively and individually,
as well as build valuable friendships to support each other through life’s many challenges and joys. Contact the
facilitator, Maria Schmidt (marschmi@indiana.edu) with questions, and to let her know you are coming.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24TH, 5:30PM
eXtra Years of Zest (XYZ) Dinner and Program

Dr. Bruce Martin, “Frailty in Seniors”

All are invited to a shared supper at 5:30pm. (Please bring a dish and your own table service.] At approximate-
ly 6:20pm, Dr. Bruce Martin, Professor in the [U School of Medicine, will speak on the topic, “Understanding
Frailty in Seniors: Diagnosis and Treatment.” It promises to be a wonderful program. Come join us!

FRIDAYS IN JANUARY, 12:30PM AT BELL TRACE
Conversations On Life Men's Group

Conversations on Life Men’s Group will be reading and discussing several articles from “Reflections: A Magazine
of Theological and Ethical Inquiry from Yale Divinity School”. We are reading the Fall, 2017 issue, titled, “Ref-
ormation: Writing the Next Chapter”. The group meets every Friday at 12:30pm in the private dining room, at
the basement level on the west side of the main building of Bell Trace. Visitors are always welcomed.

opportunities to serve
SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP

Our breakfast event each Sunday continues to grow in popularity. It has become a great way to start
the morning, to meet new people, and to provide a deep welcome to all who come our way. It is also
a great way for those groups who help provide breakfast to receive free-will conations for their own
mission effort or a cause they value. Sign up today in Garton Hall to provide breakfast on a future
Sunday. Contact the church office or breakfast coordinator, Christine Conrad, at 812-961-2959 or
silentZhear@gmail.com
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opportunities to serve

NOMADS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS RAISING FUNDS
TO AID BROADWAY UMC, INDIANAPOLIS

As was announced in worship last month, there was a fire on December 20th in the fellowship hall
of Broadway United Methodist Church, Indianapolis. Although it could have been much worse, the
sanctuary was filled with soot and now the pews must be removed for individual cleaning; the organ
must be dismantled and cleaned at considerable expense; ceiling tiles must be replaced, and much
more.

The Nomads Sunday School Class has been raising money to assist Broadway. They invited the entire
church community to join the effort on January 7th by contributing donations for breakfast, which
would all go to Broadway UMC. A donor agreed to match all the breakfast financial donations up to
$200.00.

Broadway was one of the first Reconciling Ministries churches in our state and took a leadership role
in interpreting the UMC Open Door policy to mean that "All Means Alll" And the St. Mark's community
has several personal connections to Broadway, including Phil Amerson and Mary Ann Moman, who
served as pastors there.

If you wish to contribute and give by check, we are asking that you make it out to Broadway UMC,
with "Building Restoration Fund” on the memo line. We will forward all checks received to Broadway
UMC. If you have any questions, please contact Jimmy Moore, Mary Beth Morgan, or Nomads Class
member Tony Mescher.

BACKPACK BUDDIES FOOD COLLECTION

On first Sundays of each month, at the 10:30am worship service, you are invited to bring food
items for the Community Kitchen Backpack Buddies program. Through this program, each Friday,
approximately 400 children in need from local elementary schools are sent home with a backpack
of food. Children are also provided food during Summer Break. These backpacks help meet basic
weekend food needs of their families. A list of items requested is below. Please place the Backpack
Buddies offering on the altar in worship on the first Sunday of every month, or you may leave your
items during the week in the collection box in Garton Hall.

Backpack Buddies Food List

* Individual fruit cups (applesauce, tropical fruit, pears, etc.)

* Instant Oatmeal (individual portions)

e Macaroni & Cheese

* Small boxes of cereal

» Easy-to-prepare food items (instant mashed potatoes, dried soups, beans, meal helpers, rice

or pasta meals, etc.)

* G@Granola/fruit/cereal bars

* Diried fruit (raisins, cranberries, cherries, tropical fruit, etc.)

* (Canned or pouch chicken or tuna

* Small bread mixes (cornbread, muffin, biscuit, etc.)
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opportunities to serve
STEPHEN MINISTRY

St. Mark's is looking to revitalize its Stephen Ministry program. A Stephen Minister is a lay member (not
a pastor) who is trained to offer one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. If
you are interested in continuing as a Stephen Minister, or in learning more about the program, please
contact Dan Hughes at drhughes?7 19@att.net. If you have been trained and would like to continue
serving the congregation, please contact Dan as soon as possible.

looking ahead to february

DINE AND DONATE AT BUCCETO'S

Benefits St. Mark’s Nursery School & Kindergarten
When you dine in or carry out from either Bloomington
Bucceto’s between 4pm and closing, mention St. Mark’s Nursery WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH,
School and Kindergarten and 20% of the total you spend will 4:00PM—CLOSING
be donated to the Nursery School and Kindergarten! Can't
make it on February 7th? No problem. This “Dine and Donate”
opportunity occurs the first Wednesday of each month.

GAMES NIGHT FOR 2ND- 5TH GRADERS

Come, spend the evening with friends at St. Mark’s! This will be a
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH, night of fun, where we will prepare food for dinner and dessert, and
6:00PM—8:30PM play board games and active games with friends. Sign your child(ren)
@ ST. MARK’'S in at 6:00pm and pick them up at 8:30pm. Children are encouraged
to bring friends. RSVP to Sarah Gettie McNeill at sarahgettiemcneill@
smumc.church or 812-332-5788. Parents: we need chaperones; if
you're willing to help out, let us know!

Beginning in February, Jimmy Moore will begin a monthly small PU B Tl'l EO LOGY

group experience called Pub Theology. We'll meet in a local
establishment, have a beverage of your choosing and snacks, and
reflect on influential theological writings. The articles, sermons or
papers will be available for those who would like to read them
before the meeting. Watch our publications for time and location.

TIME AND LOCATION
TBA
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sundays at st.

mark’s

our regular sunday schedule:

BREAKFAST

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Pilgrims

Nomads

Bible Banter

INFANT & TODDLER CARE

Infants
Toddlers

Celebration!
CHILDREN, FAMILY &
FRIENDS OF ALL AGES

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
SERVICE

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Preschool
Kindergarten- | st Grade
2nd-3rd Grades
4th-5th Grades

Youth: 6th- 12th

Upcoming@St. Mark’s

9:00am

9: [5am
9: [5am
9:30am

9:30am-|1:30am

9:30am- 10: I5am

[O:30am

[0:30am- 11:30am

Garton Hall

Room 13
Room 10
Room ||

Room 24
Room 25

Garton Hall

Sanctuary

Room 27
Room 28
Room 9
Room 4
Room 3
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adult sunday school: january classes
BIBLE BANTER

The Bible Banter class uses the Scripture text for the morning’s sermon as a discussion-starter. Looking
at the passage in its larger context, and sometimes exploring a bit of Bible-writing history, we offer
thoughts on what the morning’s sermon might look like, based on the Scripture the pastor has select-
ed. We leave time to discuss implications of the Scripture on our own lives, and often find ourselves
delving into topics that wind up far afield from the morning’s original topic. You are invited to bring
some coffee/breakfast from Garton Hall into Room 11 and join the conversation.

NOMADS

Nomads class will read & discuss The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister. This
book consists of a series of very short essays on many different aspects of life that might change as we
approach older age. All are welcome to join Nomads in Room 10 (even without reading the book!).

PILGRIMS

Pilgrims Sunday Morning Class is studying how the five major religions — Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Buddhism and Hinduism — address the same core issues. We are embarking on this effort using a
video lecture series titled Comparative Religion by Professor Charles Kimball, Professor and Director
of the Religious Studies Program at the University of Oklahoma.

As we explore the nature of faith, the lecture series provides an in-depth look at how the five great
faiths address the issues of creation stories, concepts of the divine and ultimate goals.

The January lectures include:

JAN 7TH - LECTURE # 13 — “FROM BIRTH TO DEATH - RELIGIOUS RITUALS”
In this lecture, Prof, Kimball explores the common features of religious rituals that mark key
stages in the lifecycle: birth, childhood, coming-of-age, marriage and death.

JAN [4TH - LECTURE # 14 - “DAILY, WEEKLY, ANNUAL RELIGIOUS RITUALS”

Most religions incorporate rituals that recount and reenact their sacred stories on an annual
basis. These dramatic reenactments of key events in the religion serve important pedagogical,
sociological and psychological function for participants.

JAN 2] ST - LECTURE # IS5 — “RITUAL SACRIFICE IN THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS”
Prof. Kimball provides illustrations from different religions clarifying the ways religious people
sacrifice time, money, and physical pleasures to achieve desired goals.

JAN 28TH - LECTURE # 16 — “THE HUMAN PREDICAMENT - HOW TO OVERCOME IT”
The world as we experience it is not ideal. Religions are united in presenting worldviews that
explain the nature and purpose of existence.

All are welcome at any point in the lecture series. Come join us for the presentation and the resulting
discussion at 9:15am in Room 13.
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ST. MAREZIUNITED METHO DISHEESIEIRE =S

PASTORS

LAY LEADERS

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’'S MINISTRIES
YOUTH MINISTRIES

DIRECTOR OF MusIc MINISTRIES
CHILDREN’'S AND YOUTH MusIc
ORGANIST

FINANCE DIRECTOR

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
CUSTODIANS

REVEREND JIMMY MOORE
REVEREND MARY BETH MORGAN
ANDY CRON & TRINA MESCHER
REVEREND SARAH GETTIE McNEILL
RODNEY LONG

GERRY SousaA

AARON COMFORTY

PAMELA FREEMAN

NATALIE LEBEAU

CLAIRE SCHAFFER

DENNIS MORGAN, JEFF WYATT,
TERRY HAMM

ST. MARK'S NURSERY ScHooL AND KINDERGARTEN

DIRECTOR
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
OFFICE MANAGER

SIERRA Roussos
RoBIN COLE
AMY WEGER

ST. MARK'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA
IS AN INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY BRINGING CHRIST-LIKE LOVE, HEALING AND HOPE TO ALL.

WE EMBRACE THE UNITED METHODIST IDEAL OF OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS AND OPEN DOORS

BY WELCOMING THOSE OF ALL RACES, CULTURES, FAITH TRADITIONS,
SEXUAL ORIENTATIONS, AND GENDER IDENTITIES.

Upcoming @ St. Mark'’s is published each month as an information resource and guide to the activities and events

within and around the St. Mark’s church community. Copies are distributed at the beginning of each month

along with the Sunday worship bulletin. Additional copies are available at the Welcome Center Desk, at the main
entrances to the building, or by contacting the Church Office. An online copy of Upcoming @ St. Mark’s can be
downloaded from our church website (www.smumc.church). To submit articles for publication, please contact the

church office.
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