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Grants & Funding Information  
 

School and Youth  
 

1. Whole Kids Foundation offers School Programs & Grants Purpose: Dedicated to growing 
healthier kids through better nutrition.  

a. Salad Bar Grant Eligibility: Any district or independent school participating in the 
National School Lunch Program. Funding: See website. Deadline: See website. 

b. Honey Bee Grant, Eligibility: School or non-profit organization. Funding: $300 to $1,500.  
Deadline: November 15, 2017. 

2. School Fruit and Veggie Grants (Skoop and Chef Ann Foundation) Purpose: Awards school 
projects that help kids learn about and eat more fruits and vegetables. Sponsored by Skoop and 
Chef Ann Foundation. Eligibility: Schools participating in the National School Lunch Program. 
Schools with greater than 50% free and reduced eligible enrollment encouraged to apply. 
Funding: $2,500/school. Deadline: Available until funding is depleted.  
 
Rural 
 

1. The Ford Family Foundation offers the Community Building Spaces Grant Purpose: To provide 
funding for the development of public spaces. Eligibility: Nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations, 
governmental entity, or IRS-recognized tribe. Funding: $50,000 to $250,000.  Deadline: Rolling.  

2. The Ford Family Foundation offers The Good Neighbor Grant Purpose: To provide small grants 
to organizations in response to unexpected needs or simple projects. Eligibility: Nonprofit 
501(c)(3) organizations, governmental entity, or IRS-recognized tribe. Funding: $1,000 to 
$10,000. Deadline: Rolling. 

3. Community Facilities Fund (Rural LISC) Purpose: Rural LISC was recently approved as a USDA 
Community Facilities Re-lender. These loans fund construction of essential community facilities. 
Eligibility: Nonprofits or public entities in rural areas. Funding: $100,000 - $8 million. Deadline: 
Rolling.  

4. Community Facilities Grant and Loan Program (USDA RD) Purpose: Provides affordable funding 
to develop essential community facilities, including local food system facilities, in rural areas 
with populations under 20,000. Funding: Varies. Eligibility: Public bodies, community-based 
nonprofits, federally-recognized Tribes. Priority is given to small communities (populations of 
5,500 or less) and low-income communities. Deadline: Rolling. 

5. Rural Business Development Grant (USDA RD) Purpose: Supports development of small rural 
businesses, including projects related to land acquisition/development, community economic 
development, and feasibility studies. Funding: $10,000 to $500,000. Eligibility: 
governments/authorities, nonprofits, universities, federally-recognized tribes, rural 
cooperatives. Deadline: Applications are accepted through local or state Rural Development 
offices once every year. 
 
Food Systems and Food Security 
 

1. New! Integrated Food Defense Grant, (HHS/FDA)  Purpose: To generate food defense tools and 
resources that are easily replicated and can complement, aid in the development of, and/or 

https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/schools/
http://www.saladbars2schools.org/get-a-salad-bar/schools/
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/schools/honey-bee-grant
http://www.chefannfoundation.org/programs-and-grants/project-produce/
http://www.tfff.org/what-we-do/vital-rural-communities/community-and-economic-development/rural-capital-projects
http://www.tfff.org/what-we-do/vital-rural-communities/community-and-economic-development/good-neighbor-grants
http://programs.lisc.org/rural_lisc/images/resources/asset_upload_file142_22220.pdf
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants
https://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?dpp=1&oppId=276406


improve State, local, Tribal and territorial (SLTT) food defense programs through unique, 
innovative, and reproducible projects. Eligibility: City or township governments. Native 
American tribal governments, County governments and State governments.  Funding: $10,000 
to $100,000. Deadline: April 2, 2019. 

2. FFAR Funding Opportunity: Tipping Points Pilot Program Purpose: To sustainably transform 
food systems to better promote health, equity, and economic opportunities by increasing 
fundamental understanding of these systems. Eligibility: Institutions of Higher Education, non-
profit and for-profit organizations, government-affiliated researchers, and domestic 
organizations.  Funding: up to $1,000,000. Deadline: November 27, 2017. 

3. Developing Healthy Places Purpose: Kresge Foundation seeks to fund nonprofit or government 
initiatives that build healthier and more equitable food systems, transportation infrastructure, 
and land use. Eligibility: Nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations, government entities. Funding: Varies. 
Deadline: Rolling. 

4. Surdna Foundation/Local and Regional Food Grants Purpose: Fund projects that develop 
regional food infrastructure, reduce barriers to access, strategize financing, or link organizations 
to more effectively advance regional food efforts. Preference is given to projects that address 
low-income communities of color and combine food supply efforts with infrastructure 
construction. Eligibility:  Non-profit organizations. Funding: Need-based. Deadline: Rolling. 

5. The Good Food Fund in Michigan Purpose: $30 million to supply loans, grants, and new market 
tax credits for the Good Food Sector. This grant prioritizes enterprises that serve low and 
moderate-income food-insecure Michigan communities. Sponsored by Fair Food Network, 
Capital Impact Partners, Michigan State University Center for Regional Food, and W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. Funding: Varies. Eligibility: Good Food enterprises in Michigan that promote the 
aims of the Fair Food Network. Deadline: Rolling. 
 

Farmer, Rancher & Food 
 

1. USDA’s Value-Added Producer Grant. Purpose: Helps producers enter into value-added 
activities related to the processing and/or marketing of new products. The goals of this program 
are to generate new products, create and expand marketing opportunities, and increase 
producer income. Eligibility: Independent producers, agricultural producer groups, farmer- or 
rancher-cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures. Funding: $75k 
-- $250k. Deadline: Jan. 24, 2018.  

2. USDA’s Small Business Innovation Research Program Purpose: To encourage domestic small 
business to engage in high-growth research and development that has the potential for 
commercialization and could lead to significant public benefit. Eligibility: Small businesses. 
Funding: up to $8,000,000 Deadline: October 5, 2017 

3. USDA Specialty Crop Block Grants Purpose: Fund state departments of agriculture and multi-
state projects that address regional or national specialty crop issues such as food safety; plant 
pests and disease; research; crop-specific projects addressing common issues; as well as 
marketing and promotion. Eligibility: State departments of agriculture. Funding: $7 million. 
Deadline: See website.   

4. Organic Certification Cost Share Programs (USDA-AMS) Purpose: Helps cover organic 
certification-related expenses. Eligibility: Producers and handlers. Funding: Up to 75% of 
certification costs. Deadline: Check with state department of agriculture. 

5. Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Farmer Rancher Grant Program  Purpose:  
Funds projects that research sustainable solutions to farm management. Funding: up to $7,500 
for individual projects and up to $22,500 for group projects. Deadline: Varies. 

http://foundationfar.org/challenge/urban-food-systems/tipping-points-rfa/
http://kresge.org/programs/health/developing-healthy-places
http://www.surdna.org/what-we-fund/sustainable-environments.html
http://migoodfoodfund.org/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grants
https://nifa.usda.gov/program/small-business-innovation-research-program-sbir?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/apply
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/SCMPRFA2017.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/occsp
http://www.sare.org/Grants/Apply-for-a-Grant


6. Illinois Annual Agriculture Loans Purpose: Helps Illinois farmers pay annual start-up costs 
associated with seed, fertilizer, plants, crop insurance, and other expenses. Funding through the 
Ag Invest Annual interest rate reduction program from the Illinois Treasurer’s Office. Eligibility: 
Please see website. Deadline: Rolling. 

7. Farm Storage Facility Loans Purpose: Provides low-interest financing to build or upgrade 
permanent facilities to store or process agricultural products. Most recently, these loans made 
available funding for refrigerated vehicles. Funding: Up to $500,000 per loan. Eligibility: Please 
see eligibility requirements here. Deadline: Rolling. 

8. USDA Microloans (USDA-FSA) Purpose: USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides financial 
assistance for small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm ownership or operations. 
Non-traditional farm operations can include truck farms, farms, direct marketing farmers, 
Community Supported Agriculture, restaurants and grocery stores, or those using hydroponic, 
aquaponics, organic, and/or vertical growing methods. Eligibility: Please see website. Funding: 
Maximum of $50,000. Deadline: Rolling. 

9. USDA EZ Guarantee Loans (USDA-FSA) Purpose: USDA’s Farm Service Agency has streamlined 
this loan process for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program provides $100,000 
to help beginning, small underserved, and family farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland or 
finance agricultural operations. The USDA also added a new category of lenders, including 
microlenders. Eligibility: Please check with local FSA office. Funding: Up to $100,000 loan. 
Deadline: Rolling. 

10. Farmers Advocating Organics Grant Program (Organic Valley Co-op) Purpose: Funds projects 
that conduct research, education, and advocacy to support organic farmers. Eligibility: 
Nonprofit organizations and academic/research institutions. Funding: $5,000-$50,000. 
Deadline: Rolling. Grant applications are reviewed on February 15, 2018. 

11. Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program Ohio Department of Agriculture) Funding: 
Varies. Eligibility: Land owners with greater than 40 acres of land in the State of Ohio. Land use 
must remain in agricultural production. Deadline: Rolling. 
 

Environment 
 

1. New! EPA announces FY18 Guidelines for Brownfields Assessment Grants. Purpose: To provide 
funds to empower states, communities, tribes, and nonprofits to prevent, inventory, assess, 
clean up, and reuse brownfield sites. Eligibility: State, local, and tribal governments, 
government entities, land clearance authorities or other quasi-governmental entities operating 
under the control. Alaska Native Regional Corporations and Alaska Native Village Corporations. 
Click here for additional details. Funding: up to $33.5 million. Deadline: November 16, 2017.  

2. New! FY18 Guidelines for Brownfields Cleanup Grants. Purpose: To provide funds to empower 
states, communities, tribes, and nonprofits to prevent, inventory, assess, clean up, and reuse 
brownfield sites. Eligibility: Land Clearance Authority or another quasi-governmental entity, 
Indian tribes, Regional Council or group of General Purpose Units of Local Government, 
Redevelopment Agency that is chartered. See website for additional details. Funding: up to 
$200,000. Deadline: November 16, 2017.  

3. New! FY18 Guidelines for Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Grants.  Purpose: To provide funds 
to empower states, communities, tribes, and nonprofits to prevent, inventory, assess, clean up, 
and reuse brownfield sites. Eligibility: Land Clearance Authority or another quasi-governmental 
entity, Indian tribes, Regional Council or group of General Purpose Units of Local Government, 
Redevelopment Agency that is chartered. See website for additional details. Funding: up to $1 
million. Deadline: December 16, 2017.  

http://illinoistreasurer.gov/Individuals/Ag_Invest
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-support/facility-loans/farm-storage/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/frm_storage_facility_lns.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/microloans/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/guaranteed-farm-loans/index
https://www.organicvalley.coop/power-of-we/farmers-advocating-organics/
http://www.agri.ohio.gov/divs/FarmLand/FarmLand.aspx?div=Farm_AEPP_Index.htm
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=297558
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-07/documents/fy18-arc-faqs.pdf
https://www.bing.com/search?q=what%20is%209%20million&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&pq=what%20is%209%20million&sc=8-17&sk=&cvid=AF40220A2DD14770A60B33E367D0908F
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-09/documents/epa-oblr-olem-17-08.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=297557
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-09/documents/epa-oblr-olem-17-08.pdf


 
  
Community 
 
1. The Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Purpose: To support organizations lead by 

low-income individuals as they work to break the cycle of poverty and improve their 
communities. Eligibility: 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations that support the moral and social 
teachings of the Catholic Church. Funding: $25,000 and $75,000. Deadline: November 1, 2017.  

2. New! Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) 2018 Culture of Health Prize. Purpose: To 
recognize communities that have placed a priority on health and are creating powerful 
partnerships and deep commitments that will enable everyone, especially those facing the 
greatest barriers to good health, the opportunity to live well. Funding: $25,000.  Eligibility: U.S. 
communities. See website for details. Deadline: November 3, 2017.  Location: varies, see 
website. 

3. New! USDA (NIFA) announces Community Food Projects (CFP) Competitive Grants Program. 
Purpose: Meet the needs of low-income people by increasing access to fresher, more nutritious 
food supplies. Increase the self-reliance of communities in providing for their own food needs. 
Eligibility: Public food program service providers, tribal organizations, or private nonprofit 
entities, including gleaners. Funding: up to $8,640,000.  Deadline: December 4, 2017. 

4. Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance programs (Economic Development 
Administration) Purpose: Construction, non-construction, and revolving loan fund investments 
to support regional economic development strategies. Eligibility: Nonprofit organizations, 
Native American tribal organizations, institutions of higher education, governments. Funding: 
$100,000 - $3 million. Deadline: Rolling.  

5. How to Use CDBG for Public Service Activities, is a four-module video on the Community 
Development Block Grant’s eligible and ineligible public service activities, how to ensure a public 
service program meets a CDBG national objective, and considerations for building an effective 
public service program to maximize the positive impacts in a community. 

 
Tribal 
 
1. Seventh Generation Fund for Indigenous Peoples Grants Purpose: Native community projects 

in the areas of health and well-being; leadership development; art and creativity; peace, equity, 
and injustice; sustainable communities and economies; and the environment. Eligibility: 
Indigenous-initiated and lead community-based organizations. Funding: up to $10,000. 
Deadline: December 1, 2017. 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/grants/
http://www.rwjf.org/etc/newsletters/email/funding-alerts/2017/new-funding-opportunity16.html?rid=QcyM4AE038TqKJ9hEQlZei0-CNGStSK-iMfpGWu-JVs&et_cid=992128
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2017/chr-prize6.html
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/community-food-projects-cfp-competitive-grants-program
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290874
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290874
http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=3eff215cc4&e=3173ebabe6
http://www.7genfund.org/apply-grant
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