
 

 

MEETINGHOUSE SERIES EXPLORES MASS INCARCERATION 

SUNDAY NOV.13TH 4PM 
 

The inaugural event for the Meetinghouse Speaker Series 2016-2017 will be a 
presentation by Susan Tordella and Meghann Perry called  “Between the Bars” 
an exploration of Mass Incarceration.  

The US has 25%of the world’s incarcerated people and 5% of the world’s 
population.  The over-incarceration of poor mostly black and brown people is 
The civil rights issue of our time. At a time when opioid addiction, and the 
Black Lives Matter movement are front page news, this presentation is 
especially timely. Through stories and statistics, Susan Tordella, a UU and 
prison volunteer, and Meghann Perry a formerly incarcerated woman in long 
term recovery, will take you inside the world of imprisoned persons. 

Perry will share her experience with addiction, mental illness, homelessness, 
and incarceration to inform people in order to support reform on Beacon Hill. 
Perry speaks out so others can get the help instead of being criminalized. Her 
story has been featured in many newspapers and on the radio, as well as in the 
CBS News documentary, “Faith Hope and the Burden of Addiction”. 

Tordella is a co-founder of the statewide, ecumenical grass roots task force 
EMIT, End Mass Incarceration Together, a task force of UU Mass Action 
Network.  She will share her experiences as a volunteer in state prisons and as 
an activist on Beacon Hill.  

EMIT has three goals this year:  reforming the inhumane practice of long-term 
solitary confinement in state prisons; implementing restorative justice state 
wide; and getting the omnibus legislation passed. The omnibus bill will be a 
group of bills designed to jumpstart justice and correction systems reforms 
which will be introduced in January 2017 on Beacon Hill.  

This Meeting house Series Event will take place at 4PM Sunday Nov. 13th, in 
the Sanctuary. Questions and discussion will follow the presentation, and 
coffee will be served. 

To get the most out of the experience attendees could preview the Utube video 
by Michelle Alexander, author of “The New Jim Crow” Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness” at http://tinyurl.compda489f  or attend the Sunday 
morning discussion group at 9AM Nov. 6th when Susan Morrison and Carolyn 
Corzine will be talking about Alexander’s book. 

http://tinyurl.compda489f/

