






 
 

EDUCATION:  

The Conservative Party recognizes that a good education is vital for members of society to prosper. We believe that 
every parent should have the opportunity to send their children to the best schools available. Educational tax credits 
should be available to parents. We believe that state government should set the minimum standards, but that local 
governments should have control without the mandates of common core. English should be established as the official 
language and bilingual educational programs should be eliminated.  All disruptive violent students should be 
removed and placed in special schools. Teachers who have acted in any seriously unprofessional manner must be 
stripped of tenure and prevented from teaching in the future. We oppose allowing Courts to determine New York 
State’s system for educational financing and support. We also oppose the establishment and funding of any 
educational institute by any municipality that seeks to promote a culture or history that does not support the United 
States Constitution.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  

We must reestablish a climate that is business friendly, and eliminate burdensome taxes and regulations that prevent 
society’s entrepreneurial spirit from soaring. Businesses must be allowed to conduct their business in an atmosphere 
that lets the free-market dictate what is best for it as long as the business is not promoting substances that are illegal 
or promoting illegal behavior. We support the repeal of the mandated “Wicks Law” and the Scaffold Law that adds 
to construction costs. Companies should be allowed to hire the best-qualified person without fear of breaching hiring 
quotas. The free market must determine wages, not government. We call for the repeal of the current steps raising 
the minimum wage and also oppose living wage legislation. Employees must be held responsible if they contribute 
to their own injuries. Tort reform, including the expansion of sanctions for bringing frivolous lawsuits, is essential 
to encourage the free flow of business in New York State, and meaningful Workers Compensation reform is vital. 
We support repealing the requirement that new LLC or LLP publish notices for 6 weeks in 2 different newspapers. 
We support a constitutional amendment that would specifically define “eminent domain” to prohibit takings for 
economic development purposes and limit takings to true public purposes. Hydrofracking, with proper environmental 
safeguards, should be permitted in the state.  The “Paid Family Leave” requirement adopted in 2017, is unreasonable 
and unsustainable, and must be repealed.   

HOUSING:  

The free market, not government controls, is the only way to have quality affordable housing.  

WELFARE:  

New York State must adopt the strictest legal reforms and work requirements, give control to the local counties to 
set limits for the amount of payment, allow for 100% sanctions if the public assistance work rules are not adhered 
to, require full restitution if fraud is used to obtain benefits, and firmly establish that each recipient is in our country 
legally. We support the requirement of drug testing and fingerprinting all who apply for government benefits and 
reject the use of taxpayer money to reach out for new recipients.  

PRISONS:  

States release prisoners to balance their budgets. We believe that is not in the best interest of keeping our citizens 
safe. Government’s role is to protect its citizens from those who have harmed or continue to harm individuals. 
Prisoners should have to work toward reentry into society; their food, shelter and clothing cost taxpayers’ money 
and New York State should have the ability to require prisoners to reimburse the state.  Every reasonable effort must 
be made to ensure that people who are held in jail are given a speedy trial to determine their guilt or innocence.    

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

LABOR RELATIONS: 

New York State should be a right to work state. Union members’ First Amendment right of freedom of speech and 
assembly should be reaffirmed and be protected against arbitrary disciplinary actions. We support strengthening the 
Taylor Law and the repeal of the Triborough Amendment, and are strongly opposed to attempts to allow mediators to 
declare that officials are bargaining in bad faith and we support limiting pay raises from binding arbitration to 2 percent 
or the rate of inflation, whichever is lower.  If Agency Shop is struck down by the US Supreme Court, government 
unions should not be able to prevent public employees from opting out.   

CONSERVATION, RECREATION AND ECOLOGY:  

The unreasonable and massive takeover of private lands by state and local government must end.  

HIGHER EDUCATION:  

The Conservative Party continues to oppose Governor Cuomo’s “free” college education, while acknowledging that 
the cost of higher education is far too expensive.   “Free” community college or universities are even more costly to 
taxpayers. Therefore, all levels of higher education should be made available on-line to lower the cost. Gov. Cuomo’s 
proposal to require food pantries at all SUNY and CUNY campuses should be rejected.  The Conservative Party 
believes that higher admission standards will restore our public institutions of higher learning to their former greatness 
and we continue to oppose open enrollment. Safeguards must be in place before any incentives of free tuition to 
prospective students are offered. Any student enrolled in our higher education system must be able to prove that they 
are in our country legally and that any visa used to enter our Country has not expired. We continue to oppose the New 
York State “Dream Act” as it rewards illegal activity at the expense of those who are legal residents of New York. 
Institutions of higher education must be required to adhere to the constitutional right of guaranteed free speech.  

LEGISLATURE:  

Members must enact a permanent ban on all legislative “member” items.  If a budget is not enacted by March 31, no 
action should be taken on any other bills, with the exception of legislation necessary for public safety. Once a budget 
is adopted, all other business should be concluded within 30 days. Increases in legislative pay should be approved by 
public referendum, not a commission appointed by elected officials. Budget Bills should only include items that are 
directly related to keeping the budget in sound fiscal health. Legislative members should not be full time and should 
be allowed to continue their outside careers to realize the impact of the bills they pass. No taxpayer funds should be 
used to pay for any public official's sexual harassment or misconduct, nor should there be any non-disclosure 
agreements, but caution must be used to protect the identity of the victim.   

ELECTIONS:  

Term limits for all elected officials should be enacted, with no more than 8 years in each house and two four-year terms 
for statewide officials. Any attempt to establish “early voting” or instant voter registration in New York State must be 
rejected. Photo identification should be required and presented to the poll inspectors before voting, as well as when 
first registering to vote.  Political campaigns should not be financed with tax dollars.  Citizens should be allowed 
to have Initiative, Referendum, and Recall. Direct election of all judges, for shorter terms, should be required. 
Candidates for political office should not accept campaign contributions from sovereign entities not bound by, or that 
violate, the laws and regulations of the New York State Board of Elections. Existing federal law regarding Super PAC’s 
is sufficient. We support efforts that result in apolitical Boards of Elections. The Conservative Party opposes any effort 
to diminish the power of those enrolled in a political party by denying them the ability to control their own party. We 
support adoption of a Constitutional Amendment establishing a requirement that the Governor call Special elections 
within a certain statutory calendar.  

 

 

 



 

 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES: 

New York State, since the earliest days of our Nation, has been a beacon to people coming to America. Today, we 
welcome those who come to our state – legally. While we welcome all who come to our shores, we insist that our 
government services must be limited to those who are here legally. Refugees, while here legally, must not become 
permanent recipients of government programs. Government service providers should require proof that people who 
receive government services are here legally. Additionally, all government forms should be printed in English only. 
Citizens who vote should vote in English. As we stated, we recognize the wonderful contributions immigrants have 
made to America, but we also recognize that immigrants have made these contributions, by communicating in the 
English language and assimilating to American customs. People who have entered our country and state illegally are 
not entitled to drivers’ licenses or any other government professional licenses and identification forms. New York 
State government should require all law enforcement agencies to hold for federal law enforcement officials any person 
in our state illegally and prohibit any state or municipality from becoming a sanctuary government.  

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE IN PUBLIC LIFE:  

Legislation must be adopted to protect private citizens and faith-based entities from being forced to participate in 
activities that violate their religious convictions.  The values of our faiths and the Judeo-Christian moral code are 
under assault. Congress and the Legislature open each Session with a prayer. Why then, do we deny that very same 
privilege to tomorrow’s leaders in public school classes and functions? The Founding Fathers debated what they 
hoped to be the values of this new nation and chose as the very first line of the Bill of Rights: “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” They knew the importance 
of religion in our daily lives and specifically denied government choosing which religion should be practiced, yet 
emphasized that government could not stop people from practicing their religion of choice. Therefore, we urge the 
legitimization of the traditionally accepted role of nonsectarian religious observance in our public schools, through a 
proposal by the New York State Legislature, of an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, making it 
clear that non-denominational, non-coercive prayer in public schools shall not be prohibited; and that individual or 
group religious observance or activity shall not be prohibited, infringed, or discriminated against through refusal of 
reasonable accommodation or by any other form of disparate treatment. We oppose imposing non-religious values on 
religious people and institutions. Religious values should be defended from attack by politicians, while our civil and 
criminal laws must apply to all citizens equally, without interpretations that suit individual religions.  

EXECUTIVE BRANCH:  

The Conservative Party believes that just as the Legislative Branch of government should eliminate all legislative 
member items, the Executive Branch must eliminate “executive” items also. The disbursement of economic 
development council grants and tax credits to localities creates unjust favoritism with taxpayers’ funds to businesses 
that are vulnerable to competing on a level playing field.  

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and our Mobile Smartphone APP 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  
 

:  

 
 

  
  



 
Adopted 01/06/18  

A Short History of the Conservative Party  

The Conservative Party was formed in 1962 to restore a meaningful choice to the voters of New York State. At 
that time, the three existing political parties espoused the doctrinaire liberal philosophy of the welfare state at home and 
the collectivist ideology abroad. In just four short decades, the party has grown from a small band of conservative-minded 
men and women to a statewide organization dedicated to the traditional American values of individual freedom, 
individual responsibility, and individual effort.  

From a humble beginning garnering 141,000 votes on ballot Row F, our principles have attracted Empire State 
voters in sufficient numbers to raise the Party to Row C and twice received over a million votes for our candidate in a 
statewide election. From the founding of the party, it has been successively chaired by Kieran O’Doherty, J. Daniel 
Mahoney, Serphin R. Maltese, and Michael R. Long. Through the leadership of these men and the hard work of committee 
members, the Conservative Party elected James L. Buckley to the U. S. Senate, William Carney to the House of 
Representatives, Serphin R. Maltese to the State Senate, Rosemary R. Gunning, Charles Jerabec and Angela M. Wozniak 
to the State Assembly, and numerous county, city, town and village offices.  

The 1994 elections were a breakthrough for the Conservative Party as we provided the margin of victory for 
Governor George E. Pataki with the 326,605 votes cast on our line. Attorney General Vacco narrowly defeated radical 
Karen Burstein by 88,340 votes. He received 305,961 votes on the Conservative Line. In 1998, 348,272 votes for 
Governor George E. Pataki were cast on the Conservative line, over 20,000 more than in 1994, an anomaly in political 
history.  

In the past 55 years, the Conservative Party has played many pivotal rolls in electing officials from Supreme 
Court Justices to Town Justices, County Executives to Village Board Members, Mayors and City Council Members to 
Ward Leaders, and will continue to play a pivotal role in the process of electing those who are committed to conservative 
values.  

Our strong support of term limits was instrumental when New York City voters went to the polls two separate 
times and defeated proposed changes to the term limits for the offices of Mayor and the City Council previously enacted.  

In 1997, the Conservative Party led the citizens of New York in defeating the $2.4 billion School Bond Act. 
Liberals outspent us 6 to 1 in trying to pass what would have been nothing more than a colossal waste of taxpayer money. 
And, we defeated the proposal for a Constitutional Convention; twenty years later, in 2017, we led a coalition to defeat 
passage of a Constitutional Convention again.  In the year 2000, we were instrumental in defeating the most expensive 
transportation bond issues ever placed on the ballot. In November 2003, we were instrumental in defeating the “non-
partisan election” ballot question in New York City and the raising of the debt limit for small city school districts. In 
2005, we led the way to defeat the ill-conceived “Power Grab” by Albany’s legislators.  

History was made in New York City with the 2001 election of then Conservative Party Executive Vice Chairman 
James P.  Molinaro as the Borough President of Staten Island and his reelections in 2005 and 2009.  

In 2009, we made history again. The Conservative Party’s candidate for the 23rd Congressional District, Doug 
Hoffman, running on our line alone, garnered 45.98% of the vote, the highest for a minor party in a U.S. House race since 
1949. The race was covered nationally and internationally, energized a grassroots response seldom seen in politics, and 
gave birth to the Taxed Enough Already “TEA Party” movement.  

In 2010, the Conservative Party regained Row C and provided the margin of victory to numerous elected officials 
and in 2014 voters solidly reaffirmed our position on Row C.  

In 2011, the Conservative Party provided the margin of victory in a special election to Bob Turner who took 
back a Congressional Seat held by Democrats for eighty years.  
 In 2017 we helped pass a Constitutional Amendment that requires any elected official convicted of a felony 
related to their duties to forfeit their pension.   

The 2018 Legislature includes 32 State Senators and 43 Assembly Members with Conservative Party 
designation. The 115th Congress includes nine Representatives from New York State who ran with conservative 
designation.    Statewide the Party has forged strong links to the Republicans and Democrats of compatible views and 
has helped prevent a complete leftward drift of state government. On the national level, we are affiliated with the 
American Conservative Union. Although we are not formally affiliated with any other national conservative 
organization, we are recognized as the influential New York branch of the American conservative movement and 
maintain a close and cordial relationship with conservative organizations and public officials both in other states and 
Washington, D.C.  

President Ronald Reagan stated; “The Conservative Party has established itself as a preeminent force in New 
York Politics and an important part of our political history.”  

With your help, the Conservative Party will continue its vital role in reshaping the political agenda of the State 
and Nation.  




