
Why Invest in Land and Water Conservation? 

For Our Health 

• Tennessee is the 45th healthiest state in the U.S., 47th in obesity, 44th in cardiovascular 

deaths, and 46th in diabetes.1  By improving our air and water and increasing people’s 

physical activity levels, we will significantly reduce their risk of chronic diseases and 

related risk factors. 

• As the percentage of park area within a child’s neighborhood increases so does a child’s 

physical activity. Availability and proximity to parks increases the physical activity of 

children.   

 

For Our Water 

• Conserving forested corridors to protect headwater streams and provide vegetative buffers 

on our rivers will protect our water quality and quantity. Forests naturally filter out 

pollution, slow surface runoff, and store water. Forest buffers reduce the need for expensive 

filtration systems,2 reduce flooding, provide cleaner water downstream, and greater 

groundwater reserves.3 

• For Tennessee’s major cities, our primary drinking water sources include the Cumberland 

and Tennessee Rivers, and the Memphis Aquifer. The Memphis Aquifer is replenished by 

the wetlands, rivers and their floodplains to the east of Memphis, particularly the Wolf 

River system and its tributaries.4 Buffering primary tributaries and conserving forested 

headwaters will improve our drinking water quantity and quality across Tennessee.  

• Already the waters of our state are in grave danger due to overuse and pollution; a third 

of them are too polluted to fish or swim.5  Conserving forest corridors, especially at our 

water’s source is the most significant, single action we could take. 

 

For Our Air 

• Conserved forests are our lungs on the land.  Forests reduce air pollution, make our 

homeland more beautiful, and give us cleaner air to breathe. 

 

For Our Wildlife and for Parks 

• Forest corridors will protect our drinking water and, at the same time, save our wildlife.  

Scientists predict that half of all species on the Earth face extinction by the end of this 

century and freshwater life is the most vulnerable. Tennessee’s rivers support the highest 

number of fish, crayfish and mussel species on the continent. The Duck River, for 

example, has more fish species per mile than any other river in North America.  Most of 

the endangered species in Tennessee occur along or in our streams.  

• Tennessee’s waters provide destinations for recreation, for State Scenic Rivers, for 

waterfalls, for local and state parks and wildlife management areas.  Forest corridors 

protect our future parks and scenic beauty.   
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For Our Farmland  

• Working farms are under development pressure.  Between 2007 and 2014 approximately 

500,000 acres of farmland was lost in Tennessee. This represents a total of 11,700 farms 

or 62,500 acres of farmland per year.6 Through a voluntary program, we can permanently 

secure conservation easements to protect our farmland that feeds us all.  

• Farmers need conserved forests for abundant water and wild species to enrich our soils 

and pollinate our flowering plants.   

 

For Our History 

• Evidence of our historic past persists with tens of thousands of National Historic Registry 

listings, scores of ancient archeological sites, and dozens of nationally-significant civil war 

battlefield sites in need of protection. 

• Tennessee’s 38 nationally-significant Civil War Battlefields7, historically encompassed an 

estimated 386,000 acres.  Only 115,000 acres survive today and retain sufficient 

significance and integrity to be worthy of preservation.  Of these, only 20,000 acres are 

currently protected, leaving the remaining 95,000 acres at risk.i  

• There are now 2,146 entries in the National Register from Tennessee, including 284 

districts for a total of 43,371 sites now listed. The listings represent only a portion of the 

State’s historic properties as there are thousands more that have not been listed.   

 

What is Good for the Environment is Good for the Economy 

• Tourism is the second largest industry in Tennessee, employing 157,400 Tennesseans and 

contributing $18.4 billion to our economy and $1.6 billion in local and state tax revenue.1  

More than 100 million visitors came to Tennessee last year.  The top tourist attractions in 

Tennessee are parks and recreation areas which generate $8.2 billion in consumer 

spending and provide 83,000 jobs.1 Increased tourism will fuel our economic engine. 

•  Outdoor recreation generates $2.5 billion in wages and salaries and $535 million in state 

and local tax revenues.1  The Smokies alone generated $874 million last year in nearby 

spending and attracted 10.7 million visitors.1  Additional investments are needed to create 

new parks and wildlife management areas and protect existing ones.   

• Heritage tourism is big business in Tennessee.  Heritage tourists spend almost twice as 

much as other travelers when on vacation.1  Historic destinations attract visitors. 

• Farming employs about 342,000 Tennesseans, contributes $44.2 billion to our economy 

and 43% of our land area is in farms. Voluntary easement agreements will save farms. 

• New businesses will invest in Tennessee and create jobs when clean water and plentiful 

parks and recreation areas are available for their employees. 

• Water remains one of the key driving points for economic development in Tennessee, as 

well as the global economy. The site selection process for new or expanding business is 

often based on the availability of capable and efficient water and wastewater services. 

These services are not possible without available natural resources that can meet both the 

current and future demands of business while also creating a desirable quality of life for 

the employees of those interested businesses.8 
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