
Reminder:  If you are a currently recognized nonpublic school and have not yet renewed your 

recognition in IWAS for 2017-18, please do so immediately in the Nonpublic Application for Recognition 

and Calendar system.  That system was originally intended to close on December 18, but it has been 

extended to January 2.  However, this is a “delicate” system that sometimes does odd things—it would 

be much better for you to work on this early in case the system does not behave properly for you and 

you need more time.  Moreover, if you wait until after Christmas to work on this, the odds of there 

being someone at ISBE to answer your questions will be rather small.  Please continue to think in terms 

of the 18th even though officially you have until the 2nd, so you will have access to help if something 

doesn’t work for you. 

 

And while we’re on this subject….   We’ve had some display problems with the system—the electronic 

display you would see when completing the application would show last year’s text rather than this 

year’s.  However, when you elected to view the application, you would see this year’s text.  There are 

new items this year, so it would appear that you had not answered all of the questions even though you 

did answer all the ones you had seen.  Many of you probably noticed that the system was in 

maintenance for a couple of days; it should be back in production later today.  However, it is possible 

with this fix that those of you who did not answer all of the questions (because you couldn’t see them) 

may find your application back in draft status.  So please, everyone check your applications in ISBE—if 

the last assurance you answered is not about concussions, then your application will need to be 

completed.  If you need help in opening the application to do this, please contact me. 

 

There remain other issues within the recognition application, so there might be further fixes.  If you see 

the system marked “under maintenance,” then just come back later.  Maintenance normally does not 

take very long.  Thanks for your patience. 

 

+ + + + + 

 

The Partnership for 21st Century Learning (P21) has designated Elmhurst Academy as a P21 Exemplar 
school for 2017-2018.  Applicants for this honor successfully demonstrate to a team of visitors they have 
embedded advanced and exemplary 21st century learning practices that improve student learning in 
classrooms and communities. The evaluation is based on evidence of commitment to 
 

 future educational success 
 educational support systems and sustainable design 

 engaged learning approaches 

 equitable student access to 21st century learning 

 evidence of student acquisition of 21st century knowledge and skills, and 

 partnerships for sustainable success.  
 
Please congratulate Colleen Odegaard, Executive Director at Elmhurst Academy, and her staff and 
students on this honor. 



 

+ + + + + 

 

ISBE and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, with additional support from the Steans Family 

Foundation, invite you to join fellow kindergarten teachers, district KIDS contacts, and partners 

for a day of learning and sharing best practices on implementation of the Kindergarten Individual 

Development Survey (KIDS). A Cocktail & Networking Reception will take place from 5-7 p.m. 

on Wednesday, Dec. 13. The Mastering KIDS Summit will be from 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. on 

Thursday, Dec. 14.  Summit highlights include the following: 
 Eliminating gaps in school readiness  

 The power of observation  

 Translating KIDS data into practice  
 Meeting the needs of dual language learners 
 Learning from peer teachers who piloted KIDS 
 Best practices for using KIDS to engage families 
 Ask a KIDS coach 

Register online by Dec. 1 to reserve your spot for this all-day workshop. Participation in the 

networking reception and summit are free. The keynote speaker is Dr. Ronald F. Ferguson, 

economist, researcher and lecturer at the Harvard Graduate School of Education and the Harvard 

Kennedy School. Hotel room scholarships will be available, with a limit of two per district, for 

registrants traveling 30 miles or more to the Hyatt Rosemont, Chicago.  The Mastering KIDS 

Summit is open to any educator who would like to register.  While the content is intended 

primarily for teachers and administrators in Illinois public schools, all kindergarten teachers and 

school administrators who would like to better understand uses of KIDS Assessment and KIDS 

data are also welcome to register. 
 

+ + + + + 

 

ISBE’s Nutrition and Wellness Programs Division is partnering with three colleges across the 

state to offer free Healthier Meals Cooking Classes. Those working with the Child and Adult 

Care Food Program, the National School Lunch Program, and the School Breakfast Program are 

welcome to attend the free classes. Space is limited!  Next up is “Baking and Whole Grains” at 

Kendall College in Chicago, offered twice on Dec. 9 and again on Dec. 10. The course is also 

offered in Springfield in partnership with Lincoln Land Community College and in Centralia at 

Kaskaskia College. Classes are scheduled in February, March, and April. The course is worth 

four Continuing Education Units.  For a detailed schedule and to register for courses, look under 

“Training Opportunities” on the Child and Adult Care Food Program page and click “Healthier 

Meals Cooking Classes.”  Attendees get the opportunity to increase their professional skills with 

hands-on cooking in a state-of-the-art kitchen and receive a certificate of completion for the 

course. Please note that while this is considered the Level 3 course in the Healthier Meals 

Cooking Class series, the Level 1 and 2 courses are not required before taking “Level 3: Baking 

and Whole Grains.”  
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mastering-kids-summit-every-illinois-child-ready-for-kindergarten-tickets-39270297517
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Child-Adult-Care-Food-Program.aspx
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Principal Consultant 
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312-814-2621 (fax) 

217-782-8535 (support staff) 
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