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THE VOICES OF CHILDREN
There is never an end to what we can learn
from our children. I am amazed by some of
the questions and answers I hear during
children time on Sunday or when I talk to
them during preschool chapel.

anymore, and it is good. Children speak up
during service; ask questions that cut to the
core of our faith. Our youth stand now in
front of a microphone to talk about their
future, their right to be in conversation
about political and social issues. Even
powerful politicians have to listen.

Children have no problem imagining the vast
mystery of God, because they believe there
is always more truth, beauty and wonder
than we can immediately see. There is
always enough kindness and love they can
share. There is a possibility of joy in every
little moment just by noticing a leaf or a
butterfly. Children can be angry one minute
but ready to make peace the next. Every
new day is like a little new universe in itself,
never tied down by yesterday or the fear of
tomorrow.

Some people question if children have the
wisdom to speak. But we know better where
God is leading us if we listen to the voices of
children and youth. As adults, we are too
often set in our ways to notice truth, beauty,
wonder and life, the very things God wants
us to see. You can recognize God’s voice
because it is about life, it is about hope, it is
about justice, it is about kindness and it is
about peace.

I speak about children because for a long
time children were taught to be quiet and to
be invisible. This happened even though
Jesus intervened when the disciples wanted
to send the children away from him. Jesus
put them in the center and made people
listen and see them. Look – he said – they
could be examples to you. Jesus spoke to the
“adults” and said that the kingdom of
heaven that they so desired belongs to the
children they had tried to rebuke and block.
I think about Jesus words when I listen to
children, and I think about his words when I
listen to young people. They are not so quiet
St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be servants of all people;
to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as the body of Christ in worship and celebration of
the gifts of God; and to reach out to those outside the church with witness to the loving grace of God through Christ
Jesus. To answer this call, our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark.
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
April 1 – Easter Sunday: This year may be the one in which John’s resurrection account is likely to be
chosen over Mark’s, perhaps because Mark’s gospel ends so abruptly, with astonishment and fear rather
than joyful proclamation. Yet Mark may speak to our experience more directly than the other gospels.
Corinthians and Acts fill out the story by telling of appearances of the risen Christ. Peter says we “ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead.” And so do we, in a foretaste of the mountaintop feast
where death will be no more.
Acts 10: 34-43  Psalm 118: 1-2. 14-24  1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Mark 16:1-8

April 8 – Second Sunday of Easter: The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we
play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather
with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a
sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are
transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no
one among us is in need.
Acts 4: 32-35  Psalm 133  1 John 1:1—2:2  John 20:19-31

April 15 – Third Sunday of Easter: The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the
risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share
each Lord’s day. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning
of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures: the two main elements of our Sunday
worship.
Acts 3:12-19  Psalm 4  1 John 3:1-7  Luke 24:36b-48

April 22 – Fourth Sunday of Easter: The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ
brings us to life. It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge
and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the
sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the
example of sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need.
Acts 4:5-12  Psalm 23  1 John 3:16-24  John 10:11-18

April 29 – Fifth Sunday of Easter: This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is
the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of
mutual abiding that we read of in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of
Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.
Acts 8:26-40  Psalm 22:25-31  1 John 4:7-21  John 15:1-8
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
We grieve with the McClurken and Gibney families
on the death of Bennett on February 28. The family
is working towards building an inclusive, accessible
playground in Charlottesville in Bennett’s memory.
To get involved or for more information, go to:
https://www.gofundme.com/bennetts-park

We are seeking a young parent to serve as an
advisor for the Worship & Music committee. We
understand that monthly attendance may add an
impossible burden, so that is not required. Input
from those with children is essential to design a
worship experience that is the nurturing and
engaging - both for our young ones and for their
parents. Please give me a call to explore this
possibility. Thanks. - Elaine Oakey 293-9880 or
oakeyelaine@gmail.com.

We are also grieving with:
Hank Morgan and family on Susie’s death on
March 13. Cards can be sent to Hank at 491
Crestwood Dr. Apt. 236, Charlottesville 22903.



The McClurken family on Ruth Snyder’s death on
March 21.

The Women’s Book Club will meet on April 23rd
at 7:00pm in the library to discuss The 100 Year Old
Man Who Climbed Out the Window and
Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson. This is a story
about a man in a nursing home who is still in good
health and ready to turn 100. He needs more
control over what he wants to do so he decides to
escape. The book has many surprises and is very
funny. Everyone is welcome to get the book, read it
and come and discuss it with us. Remember, we
are going back to nighttime meetings this month:
Monday, April 23, at 7:00 in the library.

John Anderson and family on Ginny’s death on
March 23. A celebration of Ginny's life will be held
Saturday, April 7 at 3pm in the narthex at St. Mark.
Please come to share your memories of Ginny.

Frieda Gibson has transferred from the
rehabilitation center back to her home at Chestnut
Grove Assisted Living in Richmond. She is learning
to walk with a walker instead of using a wheelchair,
and is also off of the oxygen thanks to new
medication. She is doing great at 98. Cards can be
mailed to her at Chestnut Grove Assisted Living,
9010 Woodman Rd. Room 116, Richmond, VA
23228.


Christina Osheim’s studio Möbius Keramikk is
having a Spring Party on May 6th from 1:30-5:30,
and the St. Mark family is invited! It is a celebration
of creativity, featuring art by the Cville Art Posse,
performance by Rogue Agent Aerialists, Marco
Escobar’s violin, Dusty Hedgehog, croquet,
cornhole, Norwegian waffles, plus more food &
fun! The studio is located at 1740 Broadway St. in
Charlottesville, in a warehouse across from Yves
Delorme offices. Email
christina@mobiuskeramikk.com for more info.


At times, Council members change roles to support
each other and to help carry out the mission of our
church. At its March 13 meeting, Mission Council
voted that Tom Hecmanczuk will be Council
President, and Laurel McClurken will be Secretary.




Beer & Hymns will meet next on Monday, April 9,
from 7-8pm at Trinity Irish Pub on the Corner. We
will meet on the second Monday of each month
for singing and fellowship with members of our
church, members of other area churches, and of
course, the UVA community. Hope to see you
there!

St. Mark's new website is live! Please check it out
at: www.stmarklutheran.org. Check back often new content will be added frequently. If you have
photos you would like to share for possible use on
the website, please send them to
office@stmarklutheran.org
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2018 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATESS
St. Mark would like to receive the following information from all high school graduates or their parents:
NAME_____________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
GRADUATION DATE__________________________________________________________________
HIGH SCHOOL_______________________________________________________________________
SPORTS, ORGANIZATIONS, ACTIVITIES (HS & Church) __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
AWARDS/HONORS__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
FUTURE PLANS (E.g., job, military, college/university or technical school you will be attending, etc) ______
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Please return this form to Linda Imhoff in person or by e-mail at (lsimhoff@comcast.net) no later than
May 6th. If you have any questions, you may also reach Linda at 434-823-9953. Thank you so much.
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BUILDING UPDATE
One of the priorities of Council’s work recently has been examining our building in relation to our
ministry, to see if there are changes we should make to be more welcoming and use our space to the
best advantage. The next step in this process is the construction of an ADA-compliant family
restroom in the space that has recently been the Youth Director’s office.
Alloy Workshop has drawn up the plans (below), and we will be soliciting bids from contractors soon.
Council has designated a lump sum from the Scharlemann fund to use in the construction of the
bathroom, but if you would like to contribute towards the renovation, freeing the designated funds
for other uses, just designate “bathroom” on the memo portion of your check. Thank you for your
support of this effort to make our building more welcoming to all!
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YOUTH and FAMILY MINSTRY

Corner
Hello St Mark! It’s been several months since our program launched and I want you all to know a
little bit about the mission for the program. The mission is to find the Peace, Joy, and Love in all that
surrounds us. Easy right?!?
Actually it sounds easy but the truth is that everyday life often over shadows the simple things, the
back to basics that we tend to overlook. Our families, health, work, relationships, deadlines, projects,
school, sports, traffic, etc.… the list goes on and on. The goal is to take a moment to stop, take a deep
breath, feel and sense the presence of your mind and body. Then you will be able to face the world
and all it has to offer with a clearer view, attitude and awareness.
Peace is finding the calm and serenity within yourself by letting go and giving our Lord control, for
God is our ultimate peace! This will be fueled by our harmonious relationship with God so we can
hand over control of our heart, will, and mind. Once we make real peace with God, we will be able to
make and maintain peace with others. (Matthew 5:9; Colossians 3:15; Philippians 4:7)
Joy will allow us to appreciate all God’s creations and our circumstances with an expression of delight
and real, authentic happiness from and with harmony with God and others. (Proverbs 15:13; John
15:11; John 17:13)
Love will enable us to appreciate our brothers and sisters in Christ, our families, and others around us.
Love is being the first to always build up and meet the needs of others without expecting anything in
return. (John 13:1; John 15:13; 1 Corinthians 13:3)
How do these translate? The mission is an individual journey that we all should take first and
foremost before we interact with anyone and anything. When we are exhausted or broken, beaten
down, stressed out, depressed and lonely, find your Peace by sitting still and quieting your mind and
body. (If you are having trouble finding your peace, reach out to me for a conversation.) Once you
find your Peace, look for the bright side of your situation. Look for the Joy from a positive outcome
and immerse yourself in it. You’ll know you are there when you feel a smile start to break on your
face. (If you are having trouble find your joy, reach out to me for a conversation). We all Love, but I
feel that you can only truly know deep Love by first knowing and understanding yourself and then
knowing how to find and immerse yourself in happiness.
These are the core principles for our program. See you Sunday!
Tony
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PRESCHOOL
Welcome happy morning age to age shall say! Blessed Easter
greetings from the Preschool. The children especially enjoyed
Pastor Viktoria’s chapel lessons about Palm Sunday. It made my
heart happy to hear them sing “Hosanna” as they left the
building in the evening, waving their palms and explaining the
chapel lesson to their parents.
The ice skating party was a HUGE success and our families thoroughly enjoyed the fun, food and
fellowship. Thank you, Tony, for organizing and including our families! We’re all looking forward to
future events.
Like you, our hearts broke when we heard the news of Bennett’s death. The time he spent here was
special to all of us and like everywhere else he went, he made a big impact in our community. He
opened our hearts with his warm smile and opened our eyes to the need for accessible play space. In
addition to supporting the efforts to raise money for Bennett’s Village, we will also create a new
accessible space on the playground, in honor of Bennett’s sense of wonder and curious spirit, where
children can reflect, think and enjoy the wonders of the world around them. When ready, we’ll invite
each of you to join us in dedicating this special space – “Bennett’s Butterfly & Rock Garden.”

YOUR FAVORITE HYMN
When Pastor Viktoria was growing up, one of her pastor’s favorite hymns was “Drop Kick Me Jesus
(Through the Goal Posts of Life)”. It is a real song in the hymnal. They sang that hymn very often…
Have you ever wondered why your favorite hymn is never sung on Sunday?
One reason could be that you just missed the Sunday when we did. Another reason is because we
have just so many beautiful hymns in our hymnal that it would take a long time to sing all of them.
Our worship committee works tirelessly to pick the best hymns that support the reading for each
Sunday. But here is the good news! If your favorite hymn hasn’t been sung, here is your chance:
1. Send an email or a note of the number and name of the hymn from our hymnal to the church
office: office@stmarklutheran.org.
2. Make a free will donation to St. Mark and support its worship and ministries.
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NOTES FROM THE PERENNIAL GARDEN
Spring is finally here! The bright red berries on the Foster’s Hollies, that have been a feast for the
birds and a such a delight to our eyes all winter long, are now being joined in March by bright yellow
daffodils, and in April there will be yet more bulbs blooming, those of tulips and Spanish bluebells.
The crowns of the perennial plants in the garden are starting to turn green and new sprouts are
emerging. The stalks of the perennials that were left with seeds for the birds or as shelter for small
critters have been cut back, some compost has been put down and a light mulch of pine bark has
been added on top. In previous years mulched leaves were used as compost since they decompose
into the soil enriching it. Perennials are wonderful because they provide a nicely changing landscape
with the seasons: in May watch for the bright magenta pink of the hardy geranium as well as the
lovely soft pink of the Mexican evening primrose and also the soft blue of the “love in the midst”; in
June you can enjoy the striking red bee balm, the tall showy red hot poker, and purple coneflowers; in
July the day lilies, golden black-eyed Susans and tall pink or white phlox start to bloom and continue
to bloom for a good six weeks; then in August the hardy purple ageratum and a very fragrant white
hosta take center stage; in September the wonderful soft pink Japanese anemones delight the eye,
and finally in October there will be both asters and mums to finish out the season.
Need some plants for your garden at home? The Piedmont Master Gardeners will be offering over
200 varieties for sale on Saturday May 5 at the IX Park Downtown on Second Street SE and Elliott
Avenue. The Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards will be there too should you have room for a tree in
your yard. Interested in starting your own garden? The Piedmont Master Gardeners have a Garden
Basics program of two-hour classes for beginner gardeners. On Saturday May 12 the topic will be
gardening with Perennials! Interested in doing some gardening in the perennial garden at St. Mark?
Please let me know as I would love to have your help in the garden! Piedmont Master Gardeners have
been trained to share the scientific expertise of Virginia Tech and the Virginia Cooperative Extension
Service through their Help Desk and many other programs. We are your friends and neighbors with a
passion for gardening -- and learning more about it!
-

Helen Ida Moyer, Piedmont Master Gardener and Charlottesville Area Tree Steward
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SOCIAL MINISTRY
On April 3-5, 2018 the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and
our partners will gather in Washington, D.C. for a historic event to launch its Truth
and Racial Justice Initiative. As we mark 50 years since the assassination of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4, 1968, we will commit to do our part to eradicate
the entrenched racism that grips the United States and paralyzes our ability to see
every human being as equal.
Schedule At-A-Glance for April 3-5, 2018
Tuesday, April 3: Ecumenical Worship Service in the Orthodox Tradition at 6:30 p.m.: Saint Sophia
Greek Orthodox Cathedral,
2815 36th St., NW, Washington, D.C., 20007
Wednesday, April 4: ACT to End Racism Rally on the National Mall
 7-8 a.m.: Silent Prayer Walk to the National Mall
 8-9 a.m.: Interfaith Service
 9 a.m.-4 p.m.: Rally and Call to Commitment
Thursday, April 5: National Day of Advocacy & Action
For more information and to register, go to http://www.rally2endracism.org/

FROM the VA SYNOD
The VA Synod has started a new bi-monthly newsletter, Do
Justice, lifting up God’s call and command that we, God’s
people, do justice. You will find helpful info about justice
ministries in congregations, around Virginia, and through the
ELCA. You can access the newsletter under the “publications”
tab on the Synod’s website, or click here:
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Virginia-Synod-DoJustice.html?soid=1101896013264&aid=pImh1U9jPvU
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
At the March 13 Mission Council meeting:
 Council is reading a section of the book “Governance and Ministry” at its meeting each month.
 Council voted Tom Hecmanczuk to be Council President, and Laurel McClurken Secretary.
 Council designated all future Thrivent Choice donations to go to Loose Offering.
 Plans were made for Council’s quarterly retreat on March 24.
 An “Accessibility Renovation” fund was created, with a $45,000 transfer from the Scharlemann
Undesignated account line. These funds were originally approved in 2015 by the Scharlemann
discernment team. The ADA-compliant family restroom will be the first project to draw funds from this
account.
 Council accepted an updated Building Use policy, based on the property committee’s recommendation
 The Property committee reports that the bulbs in the anetroom to the Narthex have been replaced to
provide brighter light.
 The Property committee is also reviewing church the security system, and working towards replacing
the roof over the sanctuary, which is part of the original building.
 Elaine Oakey has agreed to assemble and oversee a garden subcommittee to develop a master plan for
our landscaping. Please contact her if you are interested in serving with this group.
 Sara Bon-Harper will be gathering a group to work on St. Mark’s plans for “God’s Work, Our Hands”
Sunday on September 9. Please contact her if you are interested helping with the planning.
 Carolyn Evans has agreed to serve on the Preschool committee.
 Tom Hecmanczuk agreed to chair a preschool governance committee made up of himself, Linda
Roberts, Alice McKenna, Charlotte Owen, and Elaine Oakey. Tom will gather the group with the goal of
creating a vision by the end of July.

David Maruna
Donna Kellam
Charlotte Owen
Marcy Wisbauer
Dave Zentmyer
Summer Shepherd
Christa Escobar
Brant Isakson
Thomas Isakson
Jeff Elias
Jennifer Dwiggins
Katharina Ravichandran
Arnold Jensen

4/01
4/05
4/05
4/10
4/10
4/12
4/14
4/14
4/15
4/16
4/25
4/27
4/30

Date
February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25
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Offering
$5,010
2,898
3,981
3,520

Attendance
67
104
96
86

MISSION COUNCIL MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Tom Hecmanczuk
Marco Escobar
Laurel McClurken
Linda Roberts
Dick Sundberg
Duane Osheim
Pastor Viktoria Parvin

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Finance Sec’y
Past President
Pastor

227-2766
973-9957
973-6320
293-9746
973-5240
977-6952
540-840-5426

thecmanczuk@comcast.net
marcoviolino77@yahoo.com
laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com
wwrlnr@comcast.net
rjs1d@virginia.edu
oshe1m@icloud.com
pastorviktoria@stmarklutheran.org

981-1096

sarainvirginia@yahoo.com

Marco Escobar

973-9957

marcoviolino77@yahoo.com

Tom Hecmanczuk

227-2766

thecmanczuk@comcast.net

COMMITTEE LIAISONS (to be updated):
Sara Bon-Harper

Child Protection
Policy

Howard Imhoff

Finance

823-9953

howardimhoff@comcast.net

Laurel McClurken

Congregational Care, 973-6320
Social Ministry

laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com

Amanda Nelsen

Property

Duane Osheim

Education Ministries, 977-6952
Worship & Music

oshe1m@icloud.com

293-9746

wwrlnr@comcast.net

612-790-2349 amandanelsen@hotmail.com

Linda Roberts

ST. MARK STAFF
St. Mark Lutheran Church (ELCA) of Charlottesville, VA
www.stmarklutheran.org
The office is open T-F 8:30am – 2:30pm

St. Mark Lutheran Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark
www.stmarkpreschool.net
The preschool is open from 6am – 6pm

Pastor: Viktoria Parvin
pastorviktoria@stmarklutheran.org

Director: Carla Moody
director@stmarkpreschool.net

Director of Music Ministry: Kristi Van Doorn
kristi@vandoorn.us

Assistant Director: Tami Sharff
office@stmarkpreschool.net

Director of Youth and Family Ministry: Tony Marbury
tony@stmarklutheran.org

Resource Teacher: Kristen Wray

Office Manager: Nancy Kliewer
office@stmarklutheran.org
Church custodian: Abraham Dabie

Co-Teachers: Christina Thompson, Sonja Vaughn, Patricia
Peterson, Debbie Jo McGowan. Shannon Treakle, Kim
Tate, Andrea Pankau
Part-time co-teachers: Ashley Smith, Elizabeth Sutherland

Nursery Coordinator: Ashley Smith

Kitchen Manager: Lynn Hewson

Office Assistant: Christina Osheim
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