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AN ACTIVE FAITH LIFE
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three
gather in my name, there am I with them.”

Small Groups are a way to gather in Christ’s
name, to strengthen our relationship with
God and each other. We listen to God’s
Spirit visible through each other’s faith
journey.
 We will have 5 to 6 people in each
group
 The group will meet weekly for one
year
 We welcome couples and singles
 The group decides when and where to
meet: family home, St. Mark,
restaurant…etc.

Easter is a great beginning to start out with a
new commitment to spiritual growth and
active faith life.
 Where do you see God active in your
everyday life?
 How do you live out your faith on a
daily basis?
 What is your Christian vocation in this
world?
 How do you make Christ visible
through your actions, service, words?
 How do you pray and talk to God?
 What does God want you to hear?

Groups will begin by studying one of these
books:
 Discipleship Essentials by Greg Ogden.
 Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World
by Joanna Weaver
 What Jesus Meant by Gary Wills
 Having Words with God by Karl Allen
Kuhn
 The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer
 Prayer by Richard J. Foster
 Prayer by Philip Yancey
 Reclaiming the E Word by Kelly Fryer
 Jesus in the Margins by Rick McKinley

If you have questions, you have a chance to
join others in their faith journey. Faith grows
as we walk with Jesus and with each other.
Without being in a Christian community, we
are lost with our questions alone. God’s
Spirit guides us in our daily life when we
gather in small groups and listen to the Spirit
speaking to us, guiding us, encouraging us
and comforting us. God listens to us, suffers
with us, rejoice with us and guides us each
day. We experience and hear God when we
gather together in Christ’s name.

If you are interested, please contact the
church office and we will organize the
groups and provide help leading it. Email:
office@stmarklutheran.org, 434-293-3311.

St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be servants of all people;
to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as the body of Christ in worship and celebration of
the gifts of God; and to reach out to those outside the church with witness to the loving grace of God through Christ
Jesus. To answer this call, our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark.
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
May 6 – Sixth Sunday of Easter: This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is
the image of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s
gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life
with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into
which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other.
This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
Acts 10: 44-48  Psalm 98  1 John 5:1-6  John 15:9-17

May 13 – Seventh Sunday of Easter: The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken
from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his
death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are
one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding,
interpenetrating life, mutual love and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have
received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!
Acts 1: 15-17, 216-26  Psalm 1  1 John 5:9-13  John 17:6-19

May 20 – Day of Pentecost: On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through
whom and in whom the people of God are created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes
called the church’s birthday, but might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since the
gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism. Ezekiel’s vision shows the Spirit resurrecting and recreating not just individuals but a whole people. Romans makes it clear that God is in the
process of re-creating the entire cosmos; yet the Spirit is also at work in the most intimate and
personal way, praying in us “with sighs too deep for words” when we do not know how to
pray.
Acts 2:1-21  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  Romans 8:22-27  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

May 27 – The Holy Trinity: When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something
about who God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that there is community within God.
Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed
to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating
between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.
Isaiah 6:1-8  Psalm 29  Romans 8:12-17  John 3:1-17
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS to the Evans family! Pearl
Mary Evans was born the morning of April 25.
At birth she was 8 lbs 2 oz and 20.5 inches long.
She is excited to meet everyone!

Beer & Hymns will meet next on Monday, May
14, from 7-8pm at Trinity Irish Pub on the
Corner. We will meet on the second Monday
of each month for singing and fellowship with
members of our church, members of other
area churches, and of course, the UVA
community. See you there!



Michael Wray has a new e-mail address:
michael.wray@one-line.com.



New member retreat: Join Pastor Viktoria on
Saturday, May 19 from 9am-1pm for
information about becoming a member of St.
Mark Lutheran Church, and a light lunch. You
are also invited if you want to retain your
membership at another church, but would like
to become a friend and engage in our ministry.
Please RSVP to the church office by Monday,
May 14: office@stmarklutheran.org. We will
welcome new members, including those who
have recently transferred, at the 10:15am
service on Sunday, June 3.

Ken and Bobbie Siedelmann also have a new
address and contact information: 9203 A
Wescott Place, Rockville, MD 20850-3468.
Home phone: 301-762-0111. Ken:
pks6n@virginia.edu,
Ken.Seidelmann@gmail.com, cell 301-6553091. Bobbie: Bobbie.Seidelmann@gmail.com,
cell 301-655-3092.


St. Mark Clean-Up Day, Saturday, May 5,
9am–1pm: Whether you can help out for just a
little while or for a long time, please join us on
Saturday, May 5, to help spruce things up a bit
at our church. We plan to meet rain or shine, as
we have indoor as well as outdoor tasks to
perform, including but not limited to:
 Remove weeds
 Pull ivy off the walls
 Check/clear gutters
 Cut overgrowth behind church
 Label circuit breakers
 Shampoo carpets
 Tidy up indoor areas
 Haul debris to the landfill (May 5 is
amnesty day for bulky items)
Please contact Mark Giesecke at
gieseckemark77@gmail.com if you can help
out, especially if you can lend a truck or trailer.



There will be a good faith donation bake
sale, Sunday, May 20th before and immediately
following the service. All the proceeds will go
to support St. Mark's Youth and Family Ministry
program. Baked good donations welcomed!
Thank you all in advance for supporting our
program. Contact Tony
(tony@stmarklutheran.org) or Patty
(patty.marbury@gmail.com) with any
questions.
May 20th will be a very busy day for the Youth
at St. Mark. In addition to the Youth-led
worship service and the Youth Bake sale, we
will honor our High School graduates, Rebecca
Giesecke, Will Hecmanczuk and Nate Kliewer
Please plan to be there to pray for them,
congratulate them, and wish them well!
-- continued on next page -3

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS, continued
The Women's Book club will meet at 7:00pm in
the student room on May 21st because of the
holiday the next week. We will be reading Kiss,
Carlo by Adriana Trigiani. Get the book, read it
and come to the meeting on the 21st in the
student room to talk about it with us. All are
welcome. Please note the change in day and
place of meeting.

Are you a Kroger shopper? St Mark is now
participating in Kroger’s Community Rewards
program. If you don’t already have a shopper’s
card, pick one up from any Kroger customer
service desk. To support St. Mark, sign in or
create an account at
krogercommunityrewards.com. St. Mark is
organization 89155, or enter our name. Kroger
will pay rewards to St. Mark quarterly, based
on purchases. Thank you!



ANNUAL OUTDOOR WORSHIP & PICNIC:
Sunday, May 27th is our outdoor worship in Pen
Park shelter #1. Our potluck picnic follows.
Please bring chairs or a blanket to sit on during
worship, plates and utensils, a dish to share,
and your joy for creation. Beverages will be
provided.



From Izzy Hecmanczuk: As many of you know I
have spent the last couple years attending
youth group with Peace Lutheran Church and
we have become a close group. This June we
are attending, as a group, the ELCA Youth
Gathering in Houston, TX. The event, like many
of the ELCA events, promises to be fun and
meaningful. The theme this year is “This
Changes Everything” where we will look at
what our role in community is in terms of
Compassion, Love, Justice, and Advocacy.



SPECIAL SUMMER MUSIC AT ST. MARK: We
invite you to share your gift of music, vocal or
instrumental, on our Sundays during the
months of June, July, and August. If you like to
sing or play an instrument, please help to make
our Summer Sundays a bit more special.
- Kristi Van Doorn – kristi@vandoorn.us

Attending the gathering is an expensive
proposition and we are trying to raise money
as a group so all can have an equal opportunity
to attend. We have been fundraising and are
more than half way to our goal.



Do you have a couple of hours you might lend
to the garden maintenance of our property?
Do you like to dig or mulch or get dirty or plant
or pull? Whether you know lots or nothing, we
can work on this together. Especially, we want
to replant the brick planter on the Ivy Road
side of the building and would love ideas and
energy to make this happen. I’m looking for
thoughts or labor of any age - all input is
welcome, so please let me know if you can
help. Thanks. Elaine Oakey
oakeyelaine@gmail.com

If you will like to support us with a tax
deductible monetary donation, checks can be
written to Peace Lutheran Church with Isabel
and Houston in the memo. They can be mailed
directly to me or to Peace Lutheran Church c/o
Jennie Carter 1510 Broad Crossing Rd, C'ville,
VA 22901. Thank you very much for your
support and prayers.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2018 COLLEGE GRADUATES
Gabriel Rader Giacalone will graduate from James Madison University on May 5, 2018, with double
degrees—a B.S in Justice Studies and a B.S. in Sociology. He has been on the Dean’s List all four years
and currently has a GPA of 3.52. Gabe is a member of the Phi Sigma Pi Honors Fraternity, where he
served as Scholarship Chair and Parliamentarian. He enjoys the world of data analytics and is currently
hoping to land a full-time position in which he can use his education and passion to promote social
justice. While at JMU, Gabe discovered a new-found skill in artwork. His permanent address is 2004
Brownstone Lane, Charlottesville VA 22901, and his e-mail address is gabe.giacalone@gmail.com.
Virginia M. (Ginny) Hancock will be graduating from the University of Virginia on May 20, 2018, with
a Bachelor of Science in Commerce. While at UVA, she has been active in Madison House (Holiday
Sharing) Gamma Phi Beta Sorority, Women’s Business Forum, and Lutheran Campus Ministries!
Ginny’s permanent address is 7474 S. Prince Street, Littleton, CO 80120, and her e-mail address is
vmhancolk@comcast.net. Following graduation, she will be moving to Salt Lake City to work in
Human Capital Management with Goldman Sachs.
Kevin Konort, best known at St. Mark for his extraordinary baritone voice, will receive a Master of
Education (M.Ed.) degree from the University of Virginia on May 20, 2018. His specialty is in
Educational Psychology – Applied Developmental Science, and he has a GPA of 3.93. Kevin is also an
intern at the Music Resource Center. His E-mail address is kevin.konort@gmail.com, and his
permanent address is 3438 N. Randolph St. in Arlington, VA 22207. He will be staying in Charlottesville
through at least December, 2018, while he searches for a job.
Ashley Smith is graduating on May 20, 2018, from the University of Virginia with dual degrees—a
Bachelor’s in Sociology and a Master in Teaching. She is on the Dean’s List and is the recipient of the
Teacher of Promise Award. She also serves as a peer advisor and a volunteer at Loaves & Fishes Day in
the Life volunteer. St. Mark members know her as our paid nursery attendant and as a part-time
teacher in the preschool. Following graduation, Ashley will be returning home to Newport News to
teach secondary social studies. Her permanent address is 1004 North Avenue, Newport News, VA
23605, and her email address is smith.ashley2295@gmail.com.
-- continued on next page -5

Thomas Teisberg will receive an M.S. in Electrical Engineering from Stanford University in June, 2018.
He will then be working for Zipline, a company that does drone delivery of blood and medicines in
Africa, (though he will be working at their headquarters in Half Moon Bay, CA.) In the fall, Thomas will
start a PhD program in electrical engineering at Stanford. His permanent address is 945 Woodland
Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025, and his e-mail address is tteisberg@gmail.com.
Tyler Teisberg is graduating cum laude from Harvard University on May 24, 2018, with an A. B. in
Social Anthropology with a Secondary Field in African Studies. While at Harvard, he was a design
intern at argodesign, analyst at NeuroVentures Capital, co-authored “Coral Reef Ecosystems: Valuable
and Critically Threatened,” General Assembly User Experience Design Immersive, and Studied Design
and Arts at ELISAVA in Barcelona. In January, he started a new job as a strategist at frog, a global
product and service design firm. He loves his family, friends and cat; and he enjoys natural places,
galleries, paddling, cooking, reading, and coffee. Tyler lives in Austin, TX, but he but is about to move
to a different apartment and requests that mail be sent to him at 1722 Vermira Place, Charlottesville,
VA 22901. His current e-mail address is TylerTeisberg@college.harvard.edu.
Katie Werner will receive a Master of Science (M.S.) degree on May 19, 2018, from Loyola University
Maryland. Her area of specialty is Clinical Mental Health Counseling, and she plans to return to
Virginia to work as a licensed professional counselor and see where life takes her. Katie’s permanent
address is 212 Wine Street, Charlottesville, VA 22902, and her current e-mail address is
kwerner@loyola.edu.
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YOUTH and FAMILY MINSTRY

Corner
Finding the Peace, Joy, and Love in all that surrounds us.
Finding your Peace…
Finding your peace can be extremely hard to do. Once you figure it out, it can also be the easiest
thing. We are all very busy with so many stressful distractions in our lives that the thought of slowing
down or taking your eye off the immediate target would be impossible, or at least seem like we would
be penalized in some way, shape or form for doing so.
Finding your peace is finding your faith. Stop! Find a quiet place to sit. Relax your head, neck, and
the rest of your body. Let them hang. This can be done sitting in a chair with both feet on the floor.
Or sitting on the floor with your back against the wall. Then mentally finding all your body parts
without moving them. Take a few deep breaths paying attention to the air moving in and out of your
body. Then count to 25 or recite the alphabet or say your favorite prayer. One of my favorites is the
Serenity Prayer:
Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the
things I can; and wisdom to know the difference.
Focusing on every number or every letter, or every word. Take a deep breath and re-engage with
your life or the task at hand. Finding your peace is asking yourself if you have done all you can to
prepare for the situation in which you find yourself. If not, time to create and initiate a plan of action
based on small obtainable goals leading to the ultimate aim. Once that is done, then the task is now
in God’s hands. Your life is now in God’s hands. You have done all you can. Let go, take a leap of faith
and give control to God…Peace.
Finding the Peace in all that surrounds us means releasing your stress, releasing anger, sorrow and
sadness, releasing the restraints in your life. It means taking a moment to center and immerse
yourself in all the beauty that is God’s creation.
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PRESCHOOL
Greetings from the preschool! You may have noticed that the
children and teachers have been busy in the gardens on the
playground. The teachers and children will spend the spring and
summer making discoveries about water, land and sky. We’ll be
learning about the water cycle, building a bird “sanctuary” and
growing food to “sell” in our farmer’s market. Right now, we
have 2 kinds of broccoli and some leafy green lettuce growing in our veggie beds. We’ll also be
planting tomatoes, sunflowers, hollyhocks, beans and different types of flowers. Fun and educational
for everyone!
During the week of April 16th, our Lead Teachers attended their second week of training with Deb
Curtis. Deb is an expert in early childhood education, has written numerous books and speaks all over
the country. We are so blessed to have this opportunity to work with her! On Saturday, April 21 st,
teachers from all over the area gathered at St. Mark for a follow-up training with Deb. It’s wonderful
to be able to share our beautiful church and school with members of the early-childhood community.
On Thursday, April 26th, we opened the school at 10:00 so that all teachers and substitutes could
attend an early morning “active shooter” training with Ben Rexrode, UVA Community Service and
Crime Prevention Coordinator. Ben also reviewed our lockdown procedures and made
recommendations for changes/additions to the plan and equipment that we should purchase. While
this is a difficult topic to think about, it’s important that we be prepared.
We have 27 children that will move on to kindergarten in the fall of 2018! The school is all abuzz as
they attend kindergarten registrations and prepare for this big move!
We’d like to thank Laurene Nelson for her service to the preschool as one of our check signers.
Laurene, along with Howard Imhoff, has been signing our checks since we opened the school. Thank
you both for doing this important job for us! Linda Roberts will step in as a new signer on our account.
Even though the weather refuses to cooperate, it’s been a happy spring in the preschool! We look
forward to celebrating worship in the park on Memorial Day weekend!
Carla
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SOCIAL MINISTRY
Taste of Home Pop-up #1, Tuesday, May 1 at 7pm: This is a new initiative that stages pop-ups at local
restaurants, showcasing set menus prepared by refugee chefs. The very first of these will take place on May
1st at Southern Crescent Gallery & Bar, and two of our Syrian clients will be preparing a three-course Syrian
dinner. Ticket sales will compensate them for their work. Please join us for a night of great food and
conversation! Tickets are available for $20 at: www.taste-of-home.org.

Meals on Wheels of Charlottesville/Arbemarle is extremely excited to host its first
summer service camp! We are inviting area kids (rising 3rd - 6th graders) to join us in
learning about our non-profit and how we help the community. Campers will help
pack over 200 meals daily, deliver meals, and also create cards of encouragement to
be given to our clients.
In addition to creating an opportunity to inspire our children to give back, all
proceeds from the camp go directly to Meals on Wheels to continue our
mission. Join us! Sign up here: give.classy.org/MOWSummerCamp

“I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited
me, I was in prison and you came to me.” — Matthew 25:36
This verse is the heartbeat of GraceInside, our very mission.
90% of all people who go into prison are released back into society. These men and women will live in our
communities, attend our schools and work alongside us. Hopefully some of them will sit next to us in church
on a Sunday morning. The chaplains serving with GraceInside are committed to making sure every
incarcerated person in the Commonwealth of Virginia has an opportunity to experience the love, forgiveness
and acceptance of Jesus Christ. We are in the business of saving lives from the inside out and YOU make that
possible.
Join Us in Prayer
For the GraceInside chaplains:
To have wisdom in their conversations with inmates and staff, for encouragement.
For those affected by incarceration:
To experience God’s grace – the incarcerated, their families, their children, their communities, victims of crime
and our system of justice
For those leaving prison today as returning citizens:
To make their re-entry connections and for restored relationships.
Donate
Your tax-deductible personal gift means the 30 chaplains serving GraceInside receive the support they need.
You may donate online at http://www.graceindside.org or send a check to: GraceInside, 2828 Emerywood
Parkway, Richmond, VA 23294
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FROM the VA SYNOD
Walking in Newness of Life
Power in the Spirit 2018
July 12-14
Roanoke College, Salem, VA
What does it mean to baptized? Martin Luther asks—and answers—this question in his Small
Catechism by looking to the words of Saint Paul: “We have been buried with Christ by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk
in newness of life” (Romans 6:4).
At Power in the Spirit 2018, we will explore what it means to be Walking in Newness of Life as God’s
baptized people. Come and join us as we dive into the mysteries and promises of baptism. Come and
reflect on the life that flows from the font and out into the world.
Joining us is The Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson, our keynote presenter who will share themes of
holiness and saints. Dr. Wilson is an ELCA pastor and a world -class scholar who often works in
ecumenical dialogues with Pentecostal partners. She is also the editor of the quarterly Lutheran
Forum and an author of many books and articles.
Our Bible study leader will be The Rev. Dr. Mark Allan Powell, Professor of New Testament at Trinity
Lutheran Seminary and an internationally-known biblical scholar. His many books include the widely
used textbook, Introducing the New Testament (Baker Academic). Dr. Powell will guide us through
reflections on the presence and absence of Jesus with his followers—in the first century and today.
Finally, we are pleased to announce that Sally Moore and the Saint Peter’s Praise Band will lead our
music! They come to us from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Stafford, Virginia.
Come and learn! Come for fellowship! Come to Power in the Spirit 2018!
To register and for more information: https://www.vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit/
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
At the April 17 Mission Council meeting:
 Discussed plans for the church-wide “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, September 9. Rich Leahy has
agreed to coordinate St. Mark’s activities.
 Discussed Council’s annual goal setting strategy and the desire to be more missional across the
ministry and practice of the Church.
 Discussed the need to engage more members of the congregation in the Social Ministry,
Congregational Life and Discipleship/Stewardship committees.
 Affirmed that all contracts must go through Council, even when committee has the budgeted and
made the decision on the services we are seeking.
 Provisionally approved the Treasurer to obtain St. Mark credit cards for use by church employees for
church business, to replace the debit cards currently in use,
 Council’s next meeting will be held Tuesday, May 8 at 7:30pm

Natalie Marbury
Michael Van Doorn
Rachel Brownlee
Amanda Nelsen
Gabe Giacalone
Paul Hecmanczuk
Charlie Shepherd
Anders Escobar
Alice Mckenna
Mark Giesecke
Marco Escobar
Carolyn Evans
Sue Ann McCarty
Katie Wisbauer
Frank Carey
Aidan Carter
Duane Osheim

5/12
5/12
5/15
5/15
5/16
5/16
5/18
5/19
5/20
5/22
5/24
5/25
5/26
5/26
5/28
5/28
5/28

Date
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
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Offering
$33,769
5,325
5,025
4,249

Attendance
92
91
80
94

MISSION COUNCIL MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Tom Hecmanczuk
Marco Escobar
Laurel McClurken
Linda Roberts
Dick Sundberg
Duane Osheim
Pastor Viktoria Parvin

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Finance Sec’y
Past President
Pastor

227-2766
973-9957
973-6320
293-9746
973-5240
977-6952
540-840-5426

thecmanczuk@comcast.net
marcoviolino77@yahoo.com
laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com
wwrlnr@comcast.net
rjs1d@virginia.edu
oshe1m@icloud.com
pastorviktoria@stmarklutheran.org

981-1096

sarainvirginia@yahoo.com

Marco Escobar

973-9957

marcoviolino77@yahoo.com

Tom Hecmanczuk

227-2766

thecmanczuk@comcast.net

COMMITTEE LIAISONS (to be updated):
Sara Bon-Harper

Child Protection
Policy

Howard Imhoff

Finance

823-9953

howardimhoff@comcast.net

Laurel McClurken

Congregational Care, 973-6320
Social Ministry

laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com

Amanda Nelsen

Property

Duane Osheim

Education Ministries, 977-6952
Worship & Music

oshe1m@icloud.com

293-9746

wwrlnr@comcast.net

612-790-2349 amandanelsen@hotmail.com

Linda Roberts

ST. MARK STAFF
St. Mark Lutheran Church (ELCA) of Charlottesville, VA
www.stmarklutheran.org
The office is open T-F 8:30am – 2:30pm

St. Mark Lutheran Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark
www.stmarkpreschool.net
The preschool is open from 6am – 6pm

Pastor: Viktoria Parvin
pastorviktoria@stmarklutheran.org

Director: Carla Moody
director@stmarkpreschool.net

Director of Music Ministry: Kristi Van Doorn
kristi@vandoorn.us

Assistant Director: Tami Sharff
office@stmarkpreschool.net

Director of Youth and Family Ministry: Tony Marbury
tony@stmarklutheran.org

Resource Teacher: Kristen Wray

Office Manager: Nancy Kliewer
office@stmarklutheran.org
Church custodian: Abraham Dabie

Co-Teachers: Christina Thompson, Sonja Vaughn, Patricia
Peterson, Debbie Jo McGowan. Shannon Treakle, Kim
Tate, Andrea Pankau
Part-time co-teachers: Ashley Smith, Elizabeth Sutherland

Nursery Coordinator: Ashley Smith

Kitchen Manager: Lynn Hewson

Office Assistant: Christina Osheim
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