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THIS SEASON OF LENT
Someone asked me recently why Lent is so
important to Christians that we celebrate it
longer than Christmas. Especially this year, it
seems that Easter is arriving fast, so much so
that even the 40 days seem like a short
preparation time. In the early church, Lent
was a time to prepare candidates for
baptism to become part of a Christian
community.

Everything in our faith depends on our sure
belief in the resurrection of Christ. It is the
great rock on which our faith rests, a solid
ground on which we build our church, a
hope that cannot be taken away. Christ’s
resurrection that we celebrate on Easter is
the proof that our Lord is victorious over sin
and death and is a living savior who is with
us today.

Remember that for centuries people were
waiting for the true Messiah who would
save them. As we prepare for Easter, we call
into mind the long days, even centuries, that
people had to wait to finally hear and
believe the good news—victory over death
and sin.

These days I often hear people looking back
in time with fondness and seeing the future
as something bleak, something to worry
about. Celebrating Easter is also a good
reminder that, as Christians, the horizon is
always hopeful and even joyful because it is
based on what is already accomplished for
us in Christ.

Easter this year is April 1st, as if to remind us
that for those without faith this day might
seem foolish, but for those with faith Easter
is the promise of resurrection and new life.

May the light that entered the church on
Easter morning stay with us as we light the
Christ candle and guide us through the
whole Christian year.

FROM OUTGOING COUNCIL PRESIDENT, DUANE OSHEIM
Last Tuesday evening, the Mission Council elected Laurel McClurken as our new council
president. It is, of course, not Laurel’s first term as president. St Mark has been blessed by her
leadership, her vision and her example of living in God’s Grace for years now. Given her
knowledge of us and the community she is the ideal person to lead us as we grow in mission. I
was blessed this past year to participate in our calling of a new pastor and I have watched as
various committees and teams have led our renewal in countless ways. Together we can
continue the transformation of St. Mark. I hope you all will greet Laurel, thank her, and
volunteer to help as you can to further our calling and to serve God and our community.
St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be servants of all people;
to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as the body of Christ in worship and celebration of
the gifts of God; and to reach out to those outside the church with witness to the loving grace of God through Christ
Jesus. To answer this call, our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark.
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March 5, 12, 19, 26--Please join us Mondays during Lent in the library from noon -1:15 for a
group discussion based on the book You Are the Way: Devotions for Lent 2018: Pocket Edition.
Each day during Lent this book can serve as your personal devotional guide and then weekly we
will gather to share our insights and pray together. As described by the publisher: “This
beautiful, full-color devotional explores one or more “I am” sayings of Jesus during each week in
Lent. Each reading is accompanied by a photo, a quote to ponder, reflection, and prayer.” Please
feel free to bring your lunch. Questions? Talk to Laurel (laurel.mcclurken @gmail.com)
March 7, 14, 21--We will have Wednesday evening Lenten services. During these services we will
be participants in a play that puts on trial no other than Judas. Have you ever wondered what
the disciples and other characters thought about Judas? Did he commit betrayal of Jesus? Come
and be part of a play that might challenge your thinking of what really happened during the last
days of Jesus. We will have soup supper at 5:30 pm, service with communion and play at 6 pm.
Sign up to help with the soup supper at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050448abaa2dab9stmark
March 29 Maundy Thursday-- We recall the Last Supper and the last words of Jesus and the
disciples with dinner, communion, singing of Taize meditative songs and witnessing the stripping
of the altar in the sanctuary. Join us at 6pm in Fellowship Hall.
March 30 Good Friday-- We will hold services at noon and at 6pm. We remember the crucifixion
and death of Jesus Christ with a service of light and darkness.
April 1 Easter-- We will hold services at 8 am and 10:15 am with breakfast at 9 am and an egg
hunt for the children at 9:30 am. A sign up sheet for the potluck breakfast will be available in the
narthex.
On Easter morning, you will see in the welcome area a cross that is ready to become a symbol of
life and resurrection. It is the Easter cross that we decorate, which is a tradition at St. Mark. We
will place flowers on the cross that you are welcome to bring from your garden or receive at the
church as you arrive.
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
March 4 – Third Sunday in Lent: The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of
Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The ten commandments are one of
the chief parts of Luther’s catechism, a core piece of baptismal instruction. They begin with the
statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let
nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is
defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become
our gods.
Exodus 20:1-17  Psalm 19  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  John 2:13-22

March 11– Fourth Sunday in Lent: The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal
lens this Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In
today's gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to
him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we
can look to in faith, for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.
Numbers 21:4-9  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  Ephesians 2:1-10  John 3:14-21

March 18 – Fifth Sunday in Lent: God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the
future: a covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise
fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal
covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s light and truth into our hearts. We
see God’s heart most clearly in the way Jesus shares human suffering, in an agony both the John and
Hebrews readings describe.
Jeremiah 31:31-34  Psalm 51:1-12  Hebrews 5:5-10  John 12:20-33

March 25 – Palm Sunday: The first and second readings and psalm are the same this Sunday every
year: Christ emptying himself of divine power and protection, willingly becoming vulnerable to those
who struck him and put him to death. With Christ we lament his suffering and all human suffering, but
expect God’s final vindication. Mark’s passion story begins with an unnamed woman anointing his
head, perhaps to proclaim him Messiah, and Jesus saying she has anointed him beforehand for burial.
Mark’s Easter story will begin with women going to anoint Jesus for burial, only to find that he has
been raised, God’s living Anointed One.
Isaiah 50:4-9a  Psalm 31:9-16  Philippians 2:5-11  Mark 15:1-39[40-47]
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
We grieve with Karen Schmidt’s family on Karen's
Karen death on Saturday, February 10, 2018.
Please keep Karen’s sister Dottie in your prayers,
as well as her nieces and nephew, and 9 greatnieces and great-nephews. You can read Karen's
obituary at
http://www.hillandwood.com/obituary/karenschmidt


Congratulations to our new Mission Council
officers, elected at the February 20th meeting:
President Laurel McClurken, Vice-President Marco
Escobar, and Secretary Tom Hecmanczuk. Thank
you for agreeing to serve!

Pastor and People is an opportunity to get to know
Pastor Viktoria in an informal small group setting.
The second gathering is Monday evening March 5,
6-8 pm at Bob and Laurene Nelson’s home (434
244-0145). Sign-Up Sheet is in the narthex. See you
there!


Frieda Gibson is recovering from a broken hip. If
you would like to send her a card, her new address
is: Westport Rehabilitation Center, 7300 Forest
Ave., Richmond, VA 23226.


Thank you to all who attended the Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper! Thanks to your generous offering,
we donated $90 to the Blue Ridge Area Food Banks
and $90 to ELCA World Hunger.

Beer & Hymns will meet next on Monday, March
12, from 7-8pm at Trinity Irish Pub on the Corner.
We will meet on the second Monday of each
month for singing and fellowship with members of
our church, members of other area churches, and
of course, the UVA community. Hope to see you
there!



The Women's Book Club will meet at 1:30 pm in
the library on March 26. This will be after the
Lenten Devotional in case anyone wants to go to
both.

We are so pleased to announce
that Christina Osheim is our new
Administrative Assistant, working
3 hours per week in the church
office. A note from Christina:
Administrative Assistant is a very
formal title, I view myself as a maker. My education
has focused on art, specifically ceramics, and have
spent my life making art, pots, food, groups, really
anything. My full time job is as a small business
owner of Möbius Keramik, producing pots and
teaching clay. I also organized the Cville Art Posse,
a group of artists who meet every other week to
draw, talk & have an active creative community.
Here at the office that is what I do, help make what
needs to be done: bulletins, floor prayer maps,
really anything that lets me share my joy of making
things with the world.

We will be discussing Lilac Girls by Martha Hall
Kelly. This is a story of 3 women during World War
II that reveals the bravery, cowardice, and cruelty
of those days. The characters are based on real
people and the events are real. This is a book that
you want to just keep reading without stopping.
Please plan to join us on Monday, the 26th at 1:30
pm. - Laurene

Easter Lily sign up sheets are on the bulletin board
outside of the office. Please pay $15.00 by March
18th for a white lily to enhance our worship and
remind is of the transformational glory of God
reflected in the beauty of what God creates.


Congratulations to Anna Bon-Harper, who was
recently named to Virginia’s all state band.
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2018 UNIVERSITY GRADS & POST-GRADS
St. Mark would like to receive the following information from all college/university grads, post-grads or
their parents (or from their parents if students do not attend UVA):
NAME_____________________________________________________________________________
PERMANENT ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
DATE OF GRADUATION_______________________________________________________________
COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY________________________________________________________________
MAJOR(S) & DEGREE__________________________________________________________________
ACTIVITIES__________________________________________________________________________
AWARDS___________________________________________________________________________
HONORS___________________________________________________________________________
FUTURE PLANS (E.g., additional education, job, marriage, etc.) ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this form to Linda Imhoff in person or by e-mail at (lsimhoff@comcast.net) no later than
April 8th. If you have any questions, you may also reach Linda at 434-823-9953. Thank you so much.
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YOUTH and FAMILY MINISTRY
St Mark Youth and Family Presents
Ice Skating at the Charlottesville Main Street Arena
Sunday, March 4th 12:00-1:45
Discounted Entrance Fee ($8 & $6-ages 8 and under)
Great Fun & Fellowship
Pizza
Drinks (including Hot Chocolate)
Special prize for bringing the most friends
RSVP to Tony Marbury: Tony@stmarklutheran.org



Saturday, March 31, 2-4 pm
Family Easter crafting party in the
Fellowship Hall (downstairs). If you’d
like, bring eggs to color and a treat to
share.
o Egg coloring
o Bunny headbands with ears
o Paper plate bunnies
o Surprise!
Sunday, April 1, 9:00 am
Family breakfast between the 8am and 10:15am worship services, followed
by an Easter egg hunt on the playground at 9:30. Be sure to bring your
baskets!
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PRESCHOOL
Our teachers recently participated in an ongoing professional
development experience. Many local preschool teachers visited
other schools to observe practices that are in place. At the end
of the week, we all came together in the Fellowship Hall as a
“reflective community”, to discuss our observations and to set
goals for growth. The positive feedback on our classroom
environments and outdoor space were overwhelming. It was a humbling and powerful affirmation of
the amazing work we do each day. We look forward to another round of this professional
development in April.
In anticipation of PACEM coming to St. Mark, we have asked the preschool families to consider
donating socks, underwear, money towards CVS gift cards, and individually wrapped snack items. The
preschool will also be contributing art to decorate the Fellowship Hall. We are happy to partner in
this ministry that supports our sisters in Christ.
We welcomed Ms. Christina back from her maternity leave on Valentine’s Day. We are so glad she’s
back but also recognize that this will be a difficult transition for her. The children were so happy to
see her! We would like to thank the congregation of St. Mark for their full support of a paid maternity
leave for Christina. Progressive faith in action!
Thank you for your continued support and prayers.

Photos of our cozy PACEM setup were shared with the
preschool families. The preschool students created the
artwork decorating the closet doors.
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ONE MINUTE OF STEWARDSHIP
Giving is a means of showing gratitude to God for what God first gave us. Giving alms and giving to
God’s mission is a discipline that comes into focus in Lent.
We aren’t born with the willingness to share and to give. We have to learn the value of giving and
sharing. How many of us could remember that as children we had a difficult time sharing toys or
giving something precious to someone? If you haven’t seen this happen, all you have to do is watch
children play together in our preschool. At times a teacher has to be such a negotiator that it puts
even the best politicians to shame.
And yet the experience of giving is one that comes from our creation in God’s image, and makes us
return to it. God who gave us Christ out of love and grace is God who created us into that image.
Listen to the words of the Lord Jesus in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will
be the measure you get back.”
Notice that Jesus did not place into his pronouncement a series of “if” clauses. He did not say, “If you
give on a certain day of the week.” Nor did He say, “If you give to a certain cause.” He didn’t even
back up His claim with, “If you give a certain amount.” He simply said, “Give, and it will be given to
you.”
God’s system of finance doesn’t work, as we would expect. God always gives a full measure. Unlike
us, God does not settle until all of us are filled, all of us are saved, all of us are comforted and secure.
Can we be faithful to God’s vision of giving and sharing and caring for each other and this world? May
we recognize the immeasurable gift that we receive from God and learn how to share it.
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ADULT EDUCATION
All area Lutherans and Episcopalians--clergy and laity--are invited to a Day of Prayer retreat on March
15, 2018 sponsored by the Lutheran Episcopal Joint Committee of Virginia. Led by Bishop Susan Goff
of the Diocese of Virginia, participants will consider how and why to pray, whom to pray with,
resources for prayer, prayer and the liturgical year, and will share other personal prayer practices.
They will also worship and share lunch together.
The program runs 9:30-2:15 at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church (7757 Chippenham Pkwy, Richmond, VA
23225). Registration and more information can be found at http://bit.ly/centraldayofprayer, The
event is open to clergy and laity. Pastor Viktoria will be attending – let her know if you would like to
join her!

SOCIAL MINISTRY
On April 3-5, 2018 the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and
our partners will gather in Washington, D.C. for a historic event to launch its Truth
and Racial Justice Initiative. As we mark 50 years since the assassination of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4, 1968, we will commit to do our part to eradicate
the entrenched racism that grips the United States and paralyzes our ability to see
every human being as equal.
Schedule At-A-Glance for April 3-5, 2018
Tuesday, April 3: Ecumenical Worship Service in the Orthodox Tradition at 6:30 p.m.: Saint Sophia
Greek Orthodox Cathedral,
2815 36th St., NW, Washington, D.C., 20007
Wednesday, April 4: ACT to End Racism Rally on the National Mall
 7-8 a.m.: Silent Prayer Walk to the National Mall
 8-9 a.m.: Interfaith Service
 9 a.m.-4 p.m.: Rally and Call to Commitment
Thursday, April 5: National Day of Advocacy & Action
For more information and to register, go to http://www.rally2endracism.org/
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FROM the ELCA
A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she
refused to be consoled because they are no more (Matthew 2:18).
As we live into these first days and weeks of Lent, we do so riveted by the news of another tragic
mass shooting, this time at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., on Ash
Wednesday. My heart, like yours, is filled with anguish; my spirit, like yours, laments. Rachel weeps
for her children, refusing to be consoled because they are no more, and so do we.
We pray for the inconsolable loved ones and for the shooter and his family, for those terrorized by
what took place and those who are unmoved. We acknowledge our own failings and ask God to guide
us in finding new ways to turn the tide together on both the availability of assault weapons and the
lack of mental health care.
But we know that those things alone won't solve this epidemic. All of us, including the church, must
take a close look at ourselves. How are we cultivating a culture of violence, hatred, anger and fear,
and how can we participate in building a counter-culture where people can experience God's
intended peace and life abundant for all?
Lent is a time for lamentation, dwelling with our sorrow, and facing the painful reality of death We
take each step certain that God weeps with us, walks with us in our deepest sufferings, and in the end
makes the ultimate sacrifice for us – through death on a cross. This is our strength for the journey.
A prayer offered by Bishop Pedro Suárez, Florida-Bahamas Synod:
Dear loving God,
There are so many things we don't understand about our world. We might not know how the families
and friends of the victims of today's shooting are feeling. But we do care. May they feel your presence
in spirit through those that are accompanying them right now.
Help us to be mindful of the pain around us and to do something about it. We pray this in the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God's peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
At the February 20 Mission Council meeting, Council elected its officers for the next year:
 President - Laurel McClurken
 Vice President – Marco Escobar
 Secretary – Tom Hecmanczuk
Council also appointed the following:
 Financial Secretary: Dick Sundberg & Laurene Nelson (co-secretaries)
 Treasurer: Linda Roberts
 Assistant Treasurer: Howard Imhoff
 Audit Committee: Mark Giesecke (2020:Chair), Constance Johnson (2019), Elaine Oakey (2018)

Shepherd, Lois
Hecmanczuk, William
Love, Karen
Veale, Jim
Hendrick, Jennifer
Osheim, Christina
Jacoby, KC
Granitz, Ron

Date
January 7
January 14
January 21
January 28

3/02
3/03
3/05
3/06
3/10
3/10
3/11
3/12

Giesecke, Christine
Brumbaugh, David
Seehaver, Paul
Nelson, Ginny
Keiser, Eric
Stebbins, Keller
Hecmanczuk, Tom
Horton, Crosby

Offering
$6,852
3,175
2,345
9,834
11

Attendance
108
104
97
90

3/14
3/15
3/15
3/16
3/20
3/21
3/27
3/31

MISSION COUNCIL MEMBERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Laurel McClurken
Marco Escobar
Tom Hecmanczuk
Linda Roberts
Dick Sundberg
Duane Osheim
Pastor Viktoria Parvin

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Finance Sec’y
Past President
Pastor

973-6320
973-9957
227-2766
293-9746
973-5240
977-6952
540-840-5426

laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com
marcoviolino77@yahoo.com
thecmanczuk@comcast.net
wwrlnr@comcast.net
rjs1d@virginia.edu
oshe1m@icloud.com
pastorviktoria@stmarklutheran.org

981-1096

sarainvirginia@yahoo.com

Marco Escobar

973-9957

marcoviolino77@yahoo.com

Tom Hecmanczuk

227-2766

thecmanczuk@comcast.net

COMMITTEE LIAISONS (to be updated):
Sara Bon-Harper

Child Protection
Policy

Howard Imhoff

Finance

823-9953

howardimhoff@comcast.net

Laurel McClurken

Congregational Care, 973-6320
Social Ministry

laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com

Amanda Nelsen

Property

Duane Osheim

Education Ministries, 977-6952
Worship & Music

oshe1m@icloud.com

293-9746

wwrlnr@comcast.net

612-790-2349 amandanelsen@hotmail.com

Linda Roberts

ST. MARK STAFF
St. Mark Lutheran Church (ELCA) of Charlottesville, VA
www.stmarklutheran.org
The office is open T-F 8:30am – 2:30pm

St. Mark Lutheran Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark
www.stmarkpreschool.net
The preschool is open from 6am – 6pm

Pastor: Viktoria Parvin
pastorviktoria@stmarklutheran.org

Director: Carla Moody
director@stmarkpreschool.net

Director of Music Ministry: Kristi Van Doorn
kristi@vandoorn.us

Assistant Director: Tami Sharff
office@stmarkpreschool.net

Director of Youth and Family Ministry: Tony Marbury
tony@stmarklutheran.org

Resource Teacher: Kristen Wray

Office Assistant: Christina Osheim

Co-Teachers: Christina Thompson, Sonja Vaughn, Patricia
Peterson, Debbie Jo McGowan. Shannon Treakle, Kim
Tate, Andrea Pankau
Part-time co-teachers: Ashley Smith, Elizabeth Sutherland

Church custodian: Abraham Dabie

Kitchen Manager: Lynn Hewson

Office Manager: Nancy Kliewer
office@stmarklutheran.org

Nursery Coordinator: Ashley Smith
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