
Wolfeboro Reads

Summer Reading List — 2017


Summer is a season for reading! Many of us beginning the season with a stack of books 
to read that will educate, inspire, relax, and entertain us. So, whether these coming summer 
days find you on a porch, on the water, at the beach, in the woods, on the trail, with friends, with 
family, or in solitude.... here are some suggestions for your “stack”. We encourage you to read 
some of these titles, and to gather with us again in September to share insights and opinions. 
(Lists are alphabetical in each section by author’s last name)

Happy Reading and Blessings of the Summer, Pastor Gina & Pastor Bill

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander (Non-fiction, Sociology, 2012) A book that looks at 
America’s racial history, current day problems of mass incarceration, and challenges the 
assumptions of color-blindness.

The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement 
is Overcoming the Politics of Division and Fear) by 
The Rev. Dr. William Barber, II (Non-fiction, Memoir, 
2016) A modern day civil-rights champion narrates his 
efforts to start a movement in America to bridge our 
current racial-divisions.

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by 
Matthew Desmond (Non-fiction, Politics and Social 
Sciences, 2016) Using personal stories and data, this 
book looks at the city of Milwaukee to examine the 
complexity and devastating effects of poverty on 
landlords, tenets and city.

Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead (Fiction, 2016) This relatively new book has been 
a sensation! Set in the American South, pre-Civil War, it is a coming-of-age story about a young 
black woman in a dangerous time.

From Pastor Gina: 

In Farleigh Field by Rhys Bowen (Mystery/Fiction, 2017) A mystery novel set in war time 
England. A saga of class, family, love and betrayal.

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi (Fiction, 2016) A novel that spans three-hundred years, set largely in 
Ghana and then America, about two half-sisters whose lives are differently impacted by the 
times.

Never Caught: The Washingtons’ Relentless Pursuit of Their Runaway Slave, Ona Judge 
by Erica Armstrong Dunbar (Non-fiction, History, 2017) A stirring story New Hampshire story, 
that also speaks volumes of the complexities of early America.



Faster Than Light by Marilyn Nelson (Poetry, 2012) Ms. Nelson will be our visiting poet this 
year, sponsored by Arts on the Edge, Wolfeboro. She is a past poet-laureate of Connecticut, 
and a professor at the University of Connecticut. Her poetry draws on history and culture, and is 
at once spiritual and prophetic. Save the date for our Day of Poetry, Wednesday, August 23, 
2017!

The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World by His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu with Douglas Abrams (Non-fiction, Religion, 2016 ) This book 
chronicles a friendship, significant conversation and thought from two renown scholars and 
spiritual leaders of our time about life and the challenges for modern people of faith.

Allah: A Christian Response by Miroslav Volf (Non-fiction, Religion, 2011) A thoughtful and 
scholarly look at the ways people of different religions interact, and the consequences of 
politics, culture and theology.

From Pastor Bill:

America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege and the Bridge to a New America by Jim 
Wallis (Non-Fiction, Religion, Ethics, 2017) A prophetic and personal call to action, written by a 
leader in contemporary Christian writing and publishing. Wallis is the editor of Sojourners 
Magazine.

Grounded Finding God in the World: A Spiritual Revolution by Diana Butler Bass (Non-
fiction, Religion, Sociology, 2015) A book about the transformation of religion and its current 
place in culture and society. Butler Bass uses data, trends, stories and history to understand 
and explain the ways that religion continues to impact our politics and life. 

Outcasts United: An American Town, a Refugee Team, and One Woman's Quest to Make a 
Difference by Warren St. John (Non-fiction, Biography, Young Adult, 2012) A moving account of 
refugees finding new life in America.

Out of Line: A Life of Playing with Fire by Barbara Lynch (Non-fiction, Memoir, Culinary, 
2017) Memoir of a James Beard award-winning chef and philanthropist— a culinary adventure!

Without Shame or Fear: From Adam to Christ  by A. Robert Hirschfeld (Non-fiction, Religion, 
Theology 2017)  Written by the current Bishop of the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire, this 
book examines and explores God’s love for us, and our best response to it.


