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MORE SCMT SURVEY IDEAS 
 
Thank you to all, who have completed the Stewardship of Creation Ministry Team "Nurturing 
Nature" Survey, which is designed to solicit information on what churches are already doing; and 
what views faith community members have on Creation Care issues and actions. The survey has 
been available at the Festival of Faith, and the May and August Presbytery meetings. If you have 
not had the opportunity to complete a survey, there is one at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Here are some more interesting "Nurturing Nature Activities Around the Presbytery," which 
were indicated on the surveys: 

• Riverlawn Presbyterian Church, St. Albans – we are reaching out to other churches and 
community organizations to share in local environmental projects, by coordinating with a 
Coal River group for a meditative garden to emphasize our blessings in nature. 

• Community Presbyterian Church, Arthurdale – we are a center for a Farmer’s Market 
organizationally, and as a site.  The emphasis is on locally grown and made products.           
    

  
PRESBYTERIANS FOR EARTH CARE “EARTH” ARTICLE  

ON FLOODS IN WV 

In late June of this past year, clouds settled over the mountains of West Virginia, and rain began.  
At first, this seemed like a normal summer storm system, but quickly reports of flooded 
communities were heard across the state news channels. Some communities received over 10 
inches of rain in less than a day! Anyone who knows anything about WV topography knows that 
many of our communities are located in narrow river or creek valleys – in between the lush and 
beautiful mountains that interconnect across the Appalachian Mountain chain. We are located in 
what is referred to as a “temperate rainforest region” – the second most diverse such region on 
the planet. Our intact mountains, forests and streams can actually serve as a sponge during 
normal summer storms, absorbing and filtering a lot of water.  

This, however, was no “normal” rain event. This was especially true in the community of White 
Sulphur Springs, WV – where normally small and tranquil trout streams quickly swelled and 
converged into a torrent that looked more like the muddy Mississippi River! Unfortunately, 
many homes were in the flooded valleys and many people lost everything, including 23 that lost 
their lives state-wide. There were multiple other communities in which homes, businesses and 
schools were heavily affected; the infrastructure in many communities was decimated. White 
Sulphur Springs, for example, lost its water main, and the town water tank was subsequently 
drained; there was no public water service available to the town for at least the first month 
following the catastrophic flood.   



West Virginia is still in recovery mode; there will be rebuilding going on for years, and some 
communities will not recover well. Our state leaders are appealing to the Obama administration 
for more federal aid, even as I write this article. This is ironic, considering the budget cuts (and 
delays in establishing a budget) that have happened in recent years in our state government.  

There are many people who want to call this past summer’s floods “1000 year floods”, but that 
number is misleading. If you knew that a flood event like this was ONLY going to happen once 
per 1000 years, a community could plan to cope, rebuild, plan for the next one WAY down the 
road. But, the fact is that climate science has been predicting an increased frequency of these 
types of catastrophic rain events for decades, and it is now happening. Some experts refer to 
these localized heavy rain events as “water bombs!”  Floods from unprecedentedly high rainfall 
amounts are happening on a more frequent basis. Just take a look south to Louisiana’s floods this 
summer… 

The link between Climate Change, economic cuts to infrastructure, decreased environmental 
regulations and disaster preparedness funding, and our recent floods is not a mysterious 
coincidence. Some – even in WV – do make that connection, as can be seen in this quote from an 
editorial that appeared in the July 17th Charleston (WV) Gazette: 

 “Every day spent running down the scientific process, every day spent railing against 
government instead of making it function well, is an opportunity missed to help West Virginians 
get themselves as prepared as possible for the next storm, whatever form it takes.” 

This article makes the point that there will be more frequent storms like this, and they will 
continue to inundate our communities and state budgets with catastrophic expenses and needs.  

So, what role can churches and faith communities play in the midst of these literal and political 
storms? Some insights on this came from the Rev. Jeff Allen – a United Methodist, and Director 
of the West Virginia Council of Churches. Although he cautions against self-deploying during 
times of natural disasters, he says: “Local churches… in a very real sense… are our first 
responders…” 

In my opinion, it would be wonderful if our churches and faith communities could become 
advocates for Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Prevention, not to mention sustainable Climate 
Action. Many faith leaders sadly see this type of discussion and activity as “too political.”   

Yet, it is almost a certainty that churches and faith communities will be increasingly called upon 
to help deal with these kind of tragic events – either in “first responder,” clean-up, rebuilding, or 
gap-filling (i.e. food pantry, utility bill assistance, etc.) roles. So, is it “too political” to speak out 
about the need to meaningfully address Climate Change at the state and national levels, in order 
to alleviate the suffering of those around us, who are increasingly caught up in “natural” 
disasters? This is a question to which I believe we should use the formula “WWJD?” to inform 
our answer. 



By the Rev. Robin Blakeman, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition Organizer, WV Presbytery 
Stewardship of Creation Ministry Team leader & WV Interfaith Power and Light Steering 
Committee member. 

******************************************************************************
More facts about the 2016 WV floods: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_West_Virginia_flood 

July 17th Charleston Gazette editorial: http://www.wvgazettemail.com/gazette-
editorials/20160715/gazette-editorial-floods-part-of-climate-change-in-
wv#sthash.bfRpd4mf.dpuf 

Hear more from Rev. Jeff Allen’s interview with WV Public Broadcasting: 
http://wvpublic.org/post/after-flood-churches-step  

 

PCUSA ENVIRONMENTAL MINISTRIES ACTION NETWORK 
NEWS ON EARTH CARE CONGREGATIONS 

The First Year and Recertification applications for the Earth Care Congregations certification 
for the year 2017 are revised and available at 
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/. The applications will be accepted 
by email attachment, between January 1 and February 15, 2017. Some of the wording has 
changed slightly and the formatting has also changed to hopefully better capture your plans for 
the following year. (If the typing in the text box doesn't work for that section, you can send that 
in the body of the email.) 
 
 

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT FRACKING? 
 

First of all we need to define “fracking.”  According to an online definition, fracking is ”the 
process of injecting liquid at high pressure into subterranean rocks, boreholes, etc., so as to force 
open existing fissures and extract oil or gas.” Since there are still large untapped sources for 
frackable oil and gas, the U.S. has become a major producer of these fossil fuels. Thus our 
country has become less reliant on foreign countries for these resources.  
Along with the increased drilling for gas and oil, have come taxes and jobs, both directly and 
indirectly. Also there are potentials for allied industries. Burning natural gas rather than coal, 
produces less carbon dioxide, one of the gases responsible for climate change. (One caveat to 
that benefit is that methane can be a fugitive gas from the fracking process and is a more potent 
climate increasing gas than carbon dioxide produced by coal.)  
On the down side, along with fracking comes the potential for environmental and health 
problems. Wells and other sources of water may be polluted, if the drillers do not rigorously 
comply with regulations or dispose of the wastes properly. Also the regulation of fugitive gases 
is not strong enough to ensure protection of workers and nearby residents. 
The constant procession of trucks to and from the drilling sites; the around-the-clock operations; 
and the loud noises - especially from compressors, have all contributed to extreme disturbances 
for nearby residents. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_West_Virginia_flood
http://www.wvgazettemail.com/gazette-editorials/20160715/gazette-editorial-floods-part-of-climate-change-in-wv#sthash.bfRpd4mf.dpuf
http://www.wvgazettemail.com/gazette-editorials/20160715/gazette-editorial-floods-part-of-climate-change-in-wv#sthash.bfRpd4mf.dpuf
http://www.wvgazettemail.com/gazette-editorials/20160715/gazette-editorial-floods-part-of-climate-change-in-wv#sthash.bfRpd4mf.dpuf
http://wvpublic.org/post/after-flood-churches-step
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment


Earth quakes are more prone in drilling areas, especially when the operators force waste water 
into underground rocks. 
If you would like to know more about fracking, here are a few of the many available resources --  

WV’s Surface Owners Rights Organization (SORO) - www.wvsoro.org   
www.Shaleshock.org   
WV DEP - Horizontal Well Act -  

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hb401enr.htm&yr=2011&sessty
pe=4X&i=401 

 

 
GET READY TO VOTE 

 
Here is some information that will help you be prepared for the November 8 election. 

 
ELECTIONS CALENDAR 

Oct. 18 - Deadline for voter registration or updating your information on your registration 
card, at the county clerk’s office 
 
Oct 26 - Nov 05 - Early Voting (includes Saturdays from 9 -5) 
Nov 01 - Nov 08 - Emergency Absentee Voting - Eligible citizens may request an  
emergency absentee ballot until noon Election Day 
November 8 - Election Day. Polls open 6:30am through 7:30pm 
 

ABSENTEE VOTING 
 If you cannot make it to the polls during Early Voting or on Election Day, you may be 

eligible to vote an absentee ballot by mail. Check the Secretary of State’s website for eligibility 
to vote absentee. Apply for an absentee ballot application at your county clerk’s office; or 
download an application form. If you are a member of uniformed services, a spouse or 
dependent, or an overseas voter, look at the Secretary of State’s Military and Overseas Voter’s 
site for more information. 

 
STRAIGHT TICKET VOTING -- NO 

The WV Legislature passed a law that voters no longer may vote a straight ticket. Every 
voter will need to select each individual candidate for whom they wish to vote, but voters do not 
have to vote for every office on the ballot. 

CANDIDATES MEETINGS 

Candidates meetings provide a wonderful opportunity to meet candidates and hear their 
platforms. Check out some of the dates on Our Children Our Future’s website.  
http://www.ocofwv.org/candidateforumscalendar/   

Also the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area will sponsor candidates meetings on 
October 6, 7 pm, at St. Paul Lutheran Church, with candidates for Huntington mayor and 
council-at-large and districts 4, 5, and 6;  

http://www.wvsoro.org/
http://www.shaleshock.org/
http://www.ocofwv.org/candidateforumscalendar/


October 17, 6 pm Woodlands Retirement Center, with candidates for 3rd Congressional District, 
WV Senate District 5, and Delegate District 17; and November 3, 7 pm, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, with candidates for 3rd Congressional District, WV Senate District 5, and WV Delegate 
Districts 16 and 17.  

The League of Women Voters of Wood County will sponsor candidates meetings on Oct.11,      
7 pm Community Building, Jackson Park for Vienna City offices;                                                       
October 18, 7 pm, Council Chambers, Parkersburg for Wood County offices and Parkersburg 
City offices; and on Oct. 24, 7 pm, Parkersburg Council Chambers for WV Legislature. 

Candidates for WV Governor - October 4 and 11 (Check on your public and commercial stations 
to connect to the programs.) 
 
Candidates for President - October 9, October 19                        
Candidates for Vice- President - October 4 

 

Halloween Eco-Tips (From Earth 911) 

1. Hand out organic goodies.  From lollipops to gummy bears, many companies specialize in 
making healthier alternatives to traditional candy. YummyEarth offers organic treats with no 
chemical colors, artificial flavors or corn syrup.  

2. LED the way.  Consider using LED lights or solar-powered lamps to light the path to your 
front door for those trick-or-treaters. Plus, an investment in solar garden lights can save you long 
term, with a savings of 47 percent over 10 years. 

3. Host a costume swap.  Host a small costume swap party with your neighbors and friends. 
You may even come up with new ideas for a show-stopping outfit. 

4. Use what you already have.  We know it's easy just to buy that $2 plastic pumpkin basket at 
the grocery store, but we guarantee there's something in the home that can double as a trick-or-
treat bag. Off the top of our heads, we're thinking your reusable grocery bag, that wicker 
magazine basket in the bathroom, that over-sized purse you never use or even a plastic shopping 
bag stuffed under the sink. 

5. Be a "craftster" for Halloween.  DIY costumes and decorations are easier than you think and 
can save a ton of money. Check out Pinterest for ideas. Consider hosting a “craftster” event at 
your church. 

6. Donate your costume on Nov. 1.  Do you know of a program in your community that could 
use your costume? There’s probably a school, local theater troupe, shelter or center that just 
might love those fairy wings and fireman hat. 

 
 
 



Upcoming Events 
 
“Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor: A Dialogue Leading to Action,” October 7-8 in 
Morgantown, Contact Kate for more information at kkosydar@ccwva.org or 304-622-4532. 
 
 

-------------------------------- 
 

SCMT primary contacts 
 
Robin Blakeman                                                             Helen Gibbins                          
304-840-4877                                                                 304-736-3287 
rbrobinjh@gmail.com                                                     gibbins@frontier.com                   
 
Marcia Leitch                                                                  Judy Roylance  
304-466-0982                                                                  304-368-0707 
jimarcialeitch@gmail.com                                              judyroylance@gmail.com  
 
Rick Wilson 
304-638-3215, 304-522-1676 
pastor@highlawnpc.org      
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“Nurturing Nature/Sustainability Survey” 
 
Name of church (Please provide) 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of person completing survey (optional): 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Please respond to the following questions to the best of your ability: 
     
Are you using compact fluorescent and/or LED light bulbs? 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ 
 
Are you using reusable plates, silver, glasses and napkins rather than paper or plastic? 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ 
 
What items are you able to recycle? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you serving and/or promoting organic and/or local food? 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ 
 
Are you supporting Fair Trade commodities such as coffee and chocolate? (Reminder: 
Fair Trade products can be purchased at several churches in our Presbytery, including 
Charleston First Presbyterian, or can be purchased via: http://equalexchange.coop/  ) 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ 
 
Do you sponsor a community garden? 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ 
 
What sustainable gardening & cleaning practices do you use? (such as eliminating toxic 
pesticides, herbicides and cleaning products on your church grounds, or are you using organic, 
sustainable alternatives that you have found effective.  Please list) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
    
Are you planting trees to reduce CO2 in the atmosphere? 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ 
 
Have you thought about your church’s plantings in terms of invasive species, pollinator 
friendly plants, rain garden? Are you planting native plants?  Does your landscape help 
prevent run-off? 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ Have questions ___ (provide name/contact info. for 
answers) 
   

http://equalexchange.coop/
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Is your building fully utilized during the week?  Do you have energy/thermostat controls, 
light sensors for reducing usage when no one is in the building? 
 
Thinking about it ___  Already doing ___ 
 
How are you reaching out to other churches and community organizations to share in 
local environmental projects? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do you rate your congregation’s awareness of Climate Change issues (circle all that 
apply)? 
 

1) Most people in our congregation do not believe Climate Change is a problem; we have 
members of our congregation who get very upset if any adverse information about the 
role of humans or fossil fuels in Climate Change is mentioned. 

2) There are some in our congregation who believe Climate Change is a problem and 
some who don’t; we don’t talk about it much. 

3) Several people in our congregation are vocal about the problems of Climate Change and 
urge us to do something about our “carbon footprint”; others are quiet about it and don’t 
express their opinion very much. 

4) We are actively looking into energy efficiency and/or renewable energy upgrades to 
reduce our community’s carbon footprint. 

5) We have many people in our congregation who are actively involved in Climate Change 
awareness raising groups and we take this issue very seriously; we try to do everything 
we can to reduce our carbon footprint, live more sustainably and raise the awareness of 
our neighbors about these issues. 

6) We are actively pursuing divestment from carbon industries, and support those in our 
community who do likewise. 

 
What is your church using re: educational and liturgical resources related to nurturing 
nature/stewardship of creation? (If looking for these resources our Presbytery’s Resource 
Center has many that you can borrow for free!)  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our church/community would be interested in information about solar power for our 
church:     Yes_____   No______ 
 
What are you doing related to nurturing nature that is not already on the list? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please note: If you are doing many of these activities, your congregation may be well on its 
way to qualifying to be an Earth Care Congregation, and we could use your input on the 
Stewardship of Creation Ministry Team. If you are interested in more information about this, 
please provide your name and contact information. If you want to know more about becoming 
an Earth Care Congregation, see: 
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations/ 
 
THANKS FOR COMPLETING THIS SURVEY! Your answers will help with our programming!  

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations/
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