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A Word from Our General Presbyter 
  

Seth Godin is one of my favorite bloggers. He posts several times a week and most of them are 
fairly short, two or three paragraphs in length. He focuses on business issues, primarily marketing.  

 Last week he concluded one of his blogs with this: “The market is selfish. It doesn’t care a whit 
about how hard you’re working or how difficult the task is. If someone else is consistently telling a 
better story (and delivering on it), the market will find them.” 

 I suppose he was talking about things like cellphones, automobiles, restaurants, or maybe even 
artists. However I started thinking that maybe his insight also applies to churches. What story are we 
telling? Are we talking about Jesus? Are we talking about God’s grace, God’s forgiveness, God’s love? 
Are we talking about the transformative power of the Holy Spirit?  

 Or are we complaining about how the world has changed, how the church used to be much 
bigger, much more influential? Are we primarily living in the past?  

 It is easy to criticize megachurches, churches that preach a prosperity gospel or “cheap” grace, 
churches whose music consists of repetitive praise songs, churches that feature guitars and drums. We 
can end up with a pretty long list of things we don’t like about “these” churches. One of my friends in 
Kansas referred to the local megachurch as “Six Flags Over Jesus” because he felt their worship services 
were primarily entertainment without much depth.  

 But maybe they’re telling a better story and maybe they’re able to deliver on it. So rather than 
criticizing the ministry of others, perhaps we need to look in the mirror. Maybe we need to listen to 
what we’re saying. Maybe we do have more depth than other churches.  But maybe what we consider 
to be depth goes over most people’s heads. Maybe they don’t understand what we’re talking about. 

 There was a time when people knew the basics. They knew what Christmas and Easter were all 
about. They knew the words to a lot of hymns. This common understanding meant we could focus on 
the beliefs that set us apart from other Christians.  

 The world has changed. So rather than focusing on doctrine, maybe we need to focus on helping 
people have a relationship with God. Rather than assuming it’s all up to the pastor, maybe we need to 
help people articulate their faith so that they can tell someone what difference Jesus makes in their life, 
using words that people who have never been to church – except for weddings and funerals - can 
understand.   Doing that would mean that we were actually living out the priesthood of all believers.   

 Or maybe the issue is that we can talk the talk, maybe we’ve got that down, but maybe we don’t 
deliver. I don’t really know. The reality is that our churches – and it’s not just our churches – the reality 
is that almost all churches are losing members.  

 We can complain about our current situation. We can criticize other churches. We can idealize – 
and perhaps even idolize- the past. Or we can try to tell a better story or try to tell the story better. And 
we can work on delivering that story so that our words don’t seem empty and we don’t look like 
hypocrites.  

 I think it begins though by reflecting on what story we’re telling. 
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