
    
 

Dear Friends and Members of the St. Martin Family, 
 

Many of us are asking, “Where did the summer go??” Yet, here we are soon to 
enter the fall and winter seasons of parish life. As a parish family our summer 
was significantly eventful. We lost several great saints of St. Martin. In order of 
their deaths from the most recent, they are: John Broderick, Josephine Pecaro, 
Evelyn Newbern and Joanna Neuhaeuser. Our hearts are saddened because 
we are lessened by their departing. Yet, we rejoice in the hope of their                     
resurrection to eternal life. This summer also experienced positive steps       
forward as we together continued laying the foundation for our transition from 

our Sacred spaces to the Mezzanine.  
 

On Sunday, July 29th, those who volunteered to serve on either the Building Transition or Mezzanine 
Refurbishment Teams and Vestry met together. I offered a basic plan for our transition process. It      
included the items to be transferred to the Mezzanine, stored, sold or discarded. We also discussed the 
process of the refurbishment of the Mezzanine and our plan to furnish it as our temporary home.           
Presently, we are working on a calendar of events for the relocation. 
 

I have selected persons to serve in leadership capacities of the transition process. The Co-Chairs of the 
overall project are Melissa Lindo Lyn and Peter Scully. The Co-Captains of the Building Transition Team 
are Marina Garrison and Jeanne Morgan. The Co-Captains of the Mezzanine Refurbishment Team are 
Janet Privas and Joanne Wetzel. These persons and their Teams will work in conjunction with the          
Rector and Vestry for a smooth (we pray) movement from one location to the other.  
 

It is my effort to incorporate those of you who are willing to take part in this evolution of our life as a       
parish. All are welcome to join either of the Transition Teams. Your thoughts are most welcome and 
needed. We will soon task the Transition Teams to begin their work. This will take place as soon as we 
secure our Occupational License/Business Tax Receipt from the City and sign our Lease. 
 

Our current Lease permits us to remain in our buildings, without rent, until February of 2020. The new 
lease will allow us to utilize the three Atlantic Plaza spaces (the Mezzanine) rent free until February, 
2020. Moreover, during this time, we may continue the use of the parish hall and house without rent, 
providing existing community ministries.  
 

My friends, I believe that as we “Put Jesus up Front” in all we do, He will guide and empower us to            
accomplish His purposes. I have no doubt that this process of discernment is rooted in Jesus’ love for 
us and our response to Him. As we step forward in faith, God will accomplish through us greater things 
than we could ever ask or imagine! 
 

In His Love and Purposes, 
 
Fr. Bernie+ 
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“Putting Jesus up Front” 
A reflection by the Reverend Bernard J. Pecaro 

  

For many years we have worked to understand how to “Put Jesus up Front” in all 
we are as a parish in worship and ministry. We have intentionally stopped doing 
ministry for God and have struggled to discern where God is at work around us and 
join God there. This is what Jesus did when he walked among us. This is what             
Jesus invites each of us to accomplish in our daily walk.  
  

It is, however, a conscious choice for each of us to make. It is much easier to do 
things for Christ ’s Church than it is to join with Jesus in an intimate relationship of 
love and purpose. But only through the love relationship will we be able to hear 
what God is saying and see where God is working so we might join God there. 
“Putting Jesus up Front” makes possible all things of God.  
  

The following articles are my attempt to tell the story of how I discern the Holy Spirit 
working among us as Church. It is a personal reflection of discerning God ’s purpos-
es within three faith communities with whom I am engaged. By Grace each are 
working more and more in tandem as we “Put Jesus up Front”. 

 
The Parish of St. Martin 

 
The first ministry God is calling me to serve is the Parish of St. Martin. God is purposing 

greater things for our parish than we can ask, or imagine! With each step in faith we take we 

accomplish God’s purposes for St. Martin. As we continue along this path of faithful                   

discernment, obedience in love, and desire, God continues to accomplish His will through us. 

The following are our Guiding Principles for Discerning and Doing the Will of God as we “Put 

Jesus up Front”: 

• We acknowledge that God is continually accomplishing His work in the world around us 

and inviting us to join with Him in His work 

• We understand God’s call through a personal, love relationship with Him in Jesus 

• Without this love relationship and understanding, we are only doing ministry and worship 

for God and not joining with God in His purposes 

• As we join with God in the work He is already doing, we will discover that God is accom-

plishing through us a greater work than we could have ever asked for, or imagined 

• As we join with God in His work we will praise Him for what He is accomplishing and so 

bring others to God who hunger for this love relationship and its life of purpose 
 

It is my belief that the selling of our cherished and holy property is God calling us, like the 

Jews of old, from the familiar, to a land of certain promise and prosperity. We have to walk the 

journey of faith, upon the paths of unfamiliarity, until God reveals to us that place where he is 

calling us to be the Church for generations to come. In the meantime, the Holy Spirit will          

continue to guide our journey and empower our walk that we might bring others to Him as we 

accomplish God’s plan.  

 

The Cursillo Community of the Diocese 
 

The second ministry is that of Cursillo within our Diocese. I have been a member of the                  

Cursillo community for many years, serving a number of Cursillo Weekends as a Spiritual   
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Director. Approximately two years ago, Jesus called me to serve in the capacity of Spiritual 

Director of the Secretariat (Diocesan Cursillo Board). I thought then, as I believe now, that 

God was inviting me to this work to broaden His purposes for “Putting Jesus up Front” with 

this diocesan ministry. Working with the members of the Secretariat and Bp. Eaton, we have 

begun changes within the understanding of the Cursillo Ministry of our diocese. The following 

are the key Transformations we are  accomplishing to “Put Jesus up Front.” 
 

• Strengthening the role of Jesus in the Member’s Fourth Day (the rest of one’s life after the 

Cursillo Weekend), and emphasizing a life of spiritual disciplines and evangelization within 

our daily environments 
 

• Creating more opportunities on the Cursillo Weekend for reflection, prayer, and silence. 

Reducing some of the “entertaining” activities allowing time for spiritual processing and 

growth 
 

• The above changes are being integrated with the upcoming Women’s Cursillo #113 to be 

held in October. As we discern how best to implement our transformations, we will                          

continue to ask God to show us his purposes for coming weekends and Fourth Day                  

activities 
 

• This September the Cursillo Ministry within the diocese is sponsoring an Episcopal                   

Cursillo Leadership Workshop (ECLW) at St. Benedict’s, Plantation. The purpose of this 

gathering is to train up Cursillo leadership. Our time together will underscore God’s call of 

us to “Put Jesus up Front”. Each workshop will integrate this theology. I am honored to 

open the conference with the Key Note Address.  
 

• In October there is scheduled a National Cursillo Conference. I and other leaders will be 

attending to learn better about the Cursillo Ministry. It is my desire to offer a workshop at 

the 2019 National Conference on the Jesus Movement and the Ministry of Cursillo as they 

together work hand in glove “Putting Jesus up Front”. My hope is we can bring the                       

conference here in 2019 and have as our Key Note speaker, Presiding Bishop Michael 

Curry. 

The Jesus Movement of the Episcopal Church 
 

The third ministry in which we all are to be engaged is the Jesus Movement. Our Presiding 
Bishop has responded to the call of God to “Put Jesus up Front”. It is under his Divinely in-
spired leadership that the Episcopal Church is moving forward with our branch of the “Jesus 
Movement”. I will conclude this article with quotes from Bishop Curry. 
  

“One thing I’ve already been talking about is: I really do  believe we need to see ourselves as 
a movement – a Jesus movement – rather than as an institution. That’s what Jesus was 
about. He inaugurated a movement to make God’s dream happen. To see ourselves this way 
changes everything. It means our institutional configurations must be designed to serve the 
movement and not the other way around. The movement serves life. There is no life in                   
serving the institution.” 
  

“We have to engage with the Word deeply – that’s what Dietrich Bonhoeffer did, that’s what 
Martin Luther King Jr. did. There are no institutional quick fixes or gimmicks that will turn a 
church around. Bible and prayer – then you deal with the institutions. Then you can transform 
institutions into servants of the Jesus movement.”  
  

“Success will always be blood-stained: It is linked to life-giving sacrifice. A congregation that 
lives only for itself will die by itself. A congregation that lives for God and others will live. Any 
community that does that… is going to have life.”  ( continued on following page) 
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“Now is our time to go.  To go into the world, let the world know that there is a God who loves 
us, a God who will not let us go, and that… that love can set us all free.” 
  

“God came among us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth to show us the Way.  He came to 
show us the Way to life, the Way to love.  He came to show us the Way beyond what often 
can be the nightmares of our own devisings and into the dream of God’s intending.  That’s 
why, when Jesus called his first followers he did it with the simple words “Follow me.” 
  

“Follow me,” he said, “and I will make you fish for people.” 
  

“’Follow me and love will show you how to become more than you ever dreamed you could 
be.  Follow me and I will help you change the world from the nightmare it often is into the 
dream that God intends. “  
  

“Jesus came and started a movement and we are the Episcopal branch of the Jesus                     
movement. ‘” 

Episcopal Women’s Cursillo #113 - A “Short Course in Christianity” also known as 
“Cursillo” is being offered for women October 4

th
 through 7

th
. This retreat is an excellent vessel 

of Grace, Education and Love! Retreatants begin the weekend on Thursday evening and con-
clude on Sunday afternoon. The Duncan Center, Delray Beach, is our host. Ladies, be prayerful 
about the Holy Spirit’s call of you to attend! 
 

Cursillo Breakfasts will begin again the first Sunday of October at 9am. This 

dedicated bunch of  Cursillistas resume their wonderful meals again for the 2018 -

2019 season. Everyone knows this is the best deal in town at $5 a pop. These funds 

are used to send our pilgrims to the Cursillo Weekends and contribute to the Dioce-

san efforts at the Duncan Center. Saint Martin has a vibrant Cursillo                     

community that will be supporting all future Cursillo weekends including the             

upcoming Women ’s Cursilo October 4th. If you are interested in going or just want 

more information, please take the opportunity to discuss Cursillo with one of our 

many Cursillistas or call Father Bernie.  
 

Cursillo Sunday Music Fest 

 

Beginning Sunday, September 30, at the 8:00am Holy Communion, we will incorporate                 

Cursillo music throughout the mass. We have a large number of Cursillistas who attend the 8am 

Service and they love their Cursillo music! This Cursillo Sunday music will be offered every Last 

Sunday of the Month at the 8am Service only.  

 

 Acts of the Apostles Bible Study 
 

A study of the Acts of the Apostles begins on Wednesday, October 10
th
 thru Wednesday, No-

vember 28
th
. We will meet in the office conference room from 10:00-11:00am. This 8-week 

course will explore how the Holy Spirit guided the fledgling Apostolic Church. We will apply the 
theology and spirituality of the Jesus Movement to the zeal of evangelism they shared and ex-
plore how we might live that same passion for the love of Jesus today. Fr. Bernie is facilitating 
this study.  
 

Episcopalian 101 
 

Fr. Bernie is offering an eight-week course on the Episcopal Church. We will take a snap-shot 
look at how the Episcopal Church was founded as an offspring of the Church of England. The 
course will explore our understanding of how God speaks to the Church through Scripture, Rea-
son and Tradition. A survey of our various forms of worship, spirituality and polity will also be a 
part of our study together. Class Times:  Wednesdays beginning October 10

th
, 7:00-8:00pm, 

conference room -  Sundays beginning October 14
th
, 9:15-10:15, parish hall 

 

Register your choice of classes on the Narthex Table.  
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Summer 2018 Interfaith Learning Series:                           

Abraham's Stars 
At 5 of our regular 9:30 am Sunday services during the              

summer we heard from area spiritual leaders of Abrahamic                  

traditions including Judaism, Islam, Unity, American Baptist, 

and Interfaith. These services were followed by often lively and 

always engaging Q & A's with the speaker. Our Rev. Darby 

Line, St. Martin's interfaith & healing ministries associate, 

kicked off the series on June 10 with a homily on the power of 

love in our work toward interfaith understanding. On July 8 Rabbi David Spey, of Temple Bat 

Yam in Ft. Lauderdale, shared the perspective of Judaism, including a beautiful prayer that 

he sang with his own guitar accompaniment. July 22 featured Rev. Lawrence Palmer of              

Unity of Pompano Beach, who shared a homily entitled "OMG" which highlighted three                 

aspects of how we experience God.  On August 5 we hosted Wilfredo Amr Ruiz, Esq.,                 

communications director for the Florida Center on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). Many 

in the congregation were amazed at the commonalities between Christianity and Islam.                  

Finally, Rev. Joanne Afshar, American Baptist Church/Board Certified Chaplain, wrapped up 

the experience with a homily about her love of her Baptist faith and how it, and all faiths, can 

lead to interfaith understanding. Quoting theologian Hans Kung, she summarized by saying, 

"There can be no peace among nations without peace among the religions; no peace among 

the religions without dialogue between the religions; no dialogue between the religions                   

without investigation of the foundation of the religions.” We are deeply grateful to all our 

guest speakers for sharing their time, words, and hearts with us!  
 

Monthly Interfaith Cafe Meetups: Please come!  On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th                 

Mondays of each month, JAM & ALL Interfaith hosts a friendly evening of conversation 

among people of different faiths. The gatherings closest to St. Martin are held on the 3rd 

Monday (except in September due to the Jewish holidays) at 7 pm at Temple Bat Yam, 5151 

NE 14th Terrace, Fort Lauderdale--one block north of Commercial Blvd. and NE 15th 

Ave. Gathered around tables of 6 people over coffee and snacks, participants address a 

specific question (such as: What is your favorite religious holiday? How does your faith                 

encourage intergenerational growth? How are forgiveness, humility and gratitude reflected in 

your faith? and many others!). All share from their own faith perspectives and gain by                         

listening to those of others at the table. The result is learning, often a deeper clarity of our 

own faiths, and always--new friends! Once we realize that people of other faiths are "just 

people like us" the barriers begin to fall and we relate as fellow human beings. In this simple, 

casual way, friendships and understanding blossom, and God's love can shine more brightly. 

For more information about these and similar monthly meetups in Coral Springs and Davie, 

and to receive JAM & ALL's email announcements, please visit jamandallinterfaith.org . 

 

Interfaith Ministries interest group: Would you like to be part of a new interfaith ministries 

interest group? The purpose of the group will be to create and plan interfaith events at St. 

Martin, such as: group visits to worship at a local mosque, synagogue, or temple; hosting a 

dinner for neighbors of different faiths; helping to produce a regular contemporary interfaith 

worship service at St. Martin; hosting small classes to learn about different faiths; and finding 

other ways our church can connect with our neighbors of other faiths. Help St. Martin step 

boldly into this exciting work! You can reach her at dline@stmartinchurch.org or at  

954-826-9279. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=5151+NE+14th+Terrace,+Fort+Lauderdale&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=5151+NE+14th+Terrace,+Fort+Lauderdale&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=5151+NE+14th+Terrace,+Fort+Lauderdale&entry=gmail&source=g
http://jamandallinterfaiith.org/
mailto:dline@stmartinchurch.org
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10  Things You Should Never Do With Your Nose. 
 

• Look down it at somebody (the sin of pride). 
 

• Stick it into someone else’s business (the sin of meddling). 
 

• Pick it (the sin of self-destructive behavior). 
 

• Get it out of joint (the sin of anger). 
 

• Cut it off to spite your face (the sin of bitterness). 
  

• Pay through it (the sin of materialism). 
 

• Not see beyond it (the sin of selfishness). 
 

• Be hard nosed (the sin of stubbornness). 
 

• Thumb it at someone (the sin of rudeness). 
 

• Turn it up at others (the sin of haughtiness). 
 

Rather, let’s keep our noses clean, keep our noses to the grindstone of God’s business, and 
keep our noses in the Bible! 

Friday Fun Night 
The social event of the month is returning on Friday, October 5

th
! Each first Friday of the month, 

at 7pm, a parishioner opens their home to all those who may wish to join in fellowship. Guests 

bring their favorite appetizer and beverage and a heart or fun. Hosts and Hostesses may sign up 

on the Narthex Table.  

Father Bernie and Sylvia made a trip to 
Georgia to cheer John William on in a 
football game . 

The Taylors take a                 
Shanghai Express!  
A wonderful trip-of-a-
lifetime. Be sure to 
ask Linda and Graham 
about the high points 
on their incredible 
journey. 



Autumn 2018                      BELL TOWER         PAGE  7                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
0 
1 
8 
 
 
 

PRAYERSHAWL MINISTRY UPDATE 
 

Just a few short years ago, a Prayer Shawl Ministry 
began in our Parish, approved by Father Bernie as a 
good idea & was headed by Lucille Levy who has 
been tracking many healing stories of people that   
received them, here are just a few of the miracles! 

 Recently, unborn twins were added to our Prayer 
List, one of the twins was in grave danger of                   
being stillborn. The mother developed a                             
dangerous pregnancy condition so two pink 
shawls were sent to this family. I am happy to              
report that although the girls arrived by emergency “C” section , they were born 
PERFECT!  And the Mom’s health is expected to make a full recovery. 

 Charlie Bolick and Art Zinacola were both given shawls during their cancer battles, 
both are now cancer-free. 

 A young healthy man developed a brain tumor and had to have emergency surgery, 
the doctors could not guarantee his survival or know if they had been successful. 
Three moths later, not only was all the tumor gone, but his health was restored, he 
went back to work and bought himself a condo. 

 David, nephew or our parishioners, the Folesons was in hospice when he received one 
of our shawls. Becky took a picture of him wearing the shawl but what was so                       
remarkable was the huge smile he had on his face, he had obviously made his peace 
with the Lord. David’s only child, Gavin, now sleeps with the shawl every night, it 
turned out to be the gift that keeps on giving! 

 

We praise the Lord for the way he heals by His Wounds those who gather in prayer and 
hope and He blesses the Believers! For the miracles mentioned here, we are truly grate-
ful and we thank Father Bernie for getting this ministry started and being so supporting. 
We thank our knitting volunteers for their spiritual service and for the generosity of the 
people who have contributed money for the wool. 
We offer the shawls to anyone in need  - if you know of anyone in need, please call the  
office, tell Father Bernie or  Lucille (Hat Lady - 954-873-4360). 

 

Agape Café Ministry and Holy Grill - Every Other Week 

 

Our inter-denominational ministry of Agape Café is being offered every other week. Our                 

parish hall provides a loving and caring environment for those who are hungry and lonely. A 

sit-down dinner is provided by community volunteers who come to serve those in need.                   

Dinner begins at 4:00pm. If you would like more information you may contact the parish                  

office. All are invited to join in for the meal and fellowship. 

The food truck Ministry from St. Nicholas is alive and well and in our North parking lot every 

other Wednesday morning to offer a hot breakfast to all comers! 

 

Pompano Beach District One Candidates Debate in our  

Parish Hall  September 8th, Saturday from 5pm to 7pm. This 

debate has been organized by Ann Siren and the Pompano 

Pelican Newspaper. All are Welcome. 
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Resume Our Two Service Schedule 

 

Our Sunday Morning Worship schedule of 8:00 and 10:30 resumes on September 9
th
. Our 

traditional Rite II Low Mass will be celebrated at 8:00 and our traditional High Mass will be 
celebrated at 10:30. 
  
Healing Service First Sunday of Each Month 

 

The much-desired Healing Service will begin on Sunday, October 7
th
, at the 10:30am Holy 

Eucharist. It will continue every first Sunday of the month throughout the Season.  
   
Weekday Services of Morning Prayer, Holy Communion and Healing 

 

The Services of Morning Prayer and Holy Communion are offered every Monday through 
Wednesday in the Chapel. A Holy Communion and Healing Service are provided for all on 
Thursdays at 12pm. Consider a weekday Service as a spiritual discipline.  
 

6 Reasons for becoming an Altar Server                                                                                
There are lots of reasons for becoming an Altar Server. Here’s  seven of them and you 
may never have thought of 
1. You learn why we do everything in the Mass 
You can learn a lot about the Mass by serving at the altar  sure, swinging the censer (the 
smelly incense thing) is kind of fun but why is it that we do it? By becoming an altar server 
you begin to learn these things and it makes all the symbols of the Mass so much more                 
understandable and interesting. 
2. You get fully involved in the Mass and get more out of it 
Very much linked with the last point, when you start to understand why we do something you 
get so much more from it. More than this though, by serving at the altar you pay more               
attention to the whole Mass to help you remember where your part fits in. By focusing and 
understanding what’s going on, the Mass can then lead you into a much deeper relationship 
with God and you feel the impact of Mass far greater! 
3. You make some great friends 
By becoming an altar server you’ll be meeting up with many of the same people every time 
you serve at Mass. With a range of ages and experiences, you’ll meet some fantastic people 
you’d probably meet nowhere else. As your friendship develops, you’ll end up having many 
friends who all share your faith and this can lead to some brilliant conversations and great 
memories. 
4. You learn some fantastic life skills 
Communication, teamwork, perceiving what needs to be done and doing it, punctuality, self-
confidence, and the list goes on. Serving on the altar is a great place to start building these 
skills. You’re supported by all your fellow servers, you have quite a large responsibly and 
rules to guide you. Even if you do something wrong, nobody in the congregation notices so 
basically it’s always a winning situation! 
5. You become more involved in the community 
By taking up a responsibility at Mass you start to recognise more and more people in the 
church in general. This slowly changes your experience of the church community, from a 
group of random people you stand next to at Mass, to a large and diverse family who you can 
meet and chat with every time you go and make you feel truly at home in your church. 
6. It helps you discern your vocation better 
Far and away the best reason to do altar serving is that it helps you discern your vocation 
better. Every vocation (whether marriage, consecrated singlehood, religious life or priest-
hood) is awesome and leads us to a greater and deeper understanding and relationship with 
God. Altar Serving is a great way to begin to see that beauty more fully in both priesthood 
and religious life. 

 

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE OR SPEAK TO FATHER BERNIE TO SET UP 
TRAINING FOR ALTAR SERVER AND/OR LECTOR 

 
  
 


