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What a great day at Palm Harbor Golf Club in Palm Coast, Florida this past Sunday. It was a fantastic way 

to start out THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP week. Forty-eight eager junior tour players hit the links for the 

inaugural “Palm Harbor Open”. The course (voted the best in Flagler County) is another one of those 

golf courses which is fun to play and easy to navigate with greens and tee boxes in close proximity. Ideal 

for junior golf competition. The golf course was a great test of golf and was in fabulous condition with 

greens on the slower side, but any accomplished golfer could adjust with ease. Speed of greens are 

always an element players have to consider when playing any course. Being able to figure them out and 

adjust accordingly is a huge advantage over the field.  

Many thanks to Head Professional Tim Spangler for hooking this one up for us.  Rest assured the Palm 

Harbor Open will carry forward, only to get BIGGER and BETTER!  By the way, if you ever looking for a 

great meal, this is the place to go. The food was awesome! 

Recapping, Jacksonville’s little lefty Phillip Dunham was back on tour this week. Dunham a five time 

champion on tour had three birdies on the day and fired a one under par 71 to capture the low round of 

the day and the Boys 10-12 Division Championship. Ponte Vedra’s Cam Goldknopf would also have 

three birdies on the day as well, but a couple missteps would cost him a few strokes on the card. 

Goldknopf would shoot 78 to take home the NFJG TOUR Silver Medal. 

Green Cove Springs Campbell Kennedy was at it again leading the Elite Tour Boys 13-15 Division. 

Kennedy’s even par round of 72 would nip one of our most improved golfers on tour, Brody Stevenson 

by just one stroke. On his way to victory, Kennedy would post up three birdies at the 1st, 4th and 15th 

holes and would accompany the birdies with an EAGLE THREE at the par-5 12th hole. Stevenson’s Silver 

Medal round of 73 included four birdies. Taking home the Bronze medal this week would be six times a 

champion James Clay Tucker. 

In our Boys 16-18 Division Ryan Philip would not only win the “Palm Harbor Open” with an outstanding 

score of three over par 75, he would take home bragging rights over his brother Zachary for the lowest 

tournament round in the house. It’s easy to see these brothers on tour are in a heated battle to out-do 

each other. Ryan had a perfect card through the 13th hole with 13 straight pars, but the tough finishing 

holes left a dent on the scorecard with three bogeys on the final four holes of play. No worries though, 

as his outstanding score was just good enough to nip Jacksonville’s John Bennett by a single stoke. 

Bennett’s 76 would earn him the NFJG TOUR Silver Medal and his third medal of the season. 

Our Rising Tour Boys 13-15 Division had the largest field of the Open with 17 players competing to kick 

off the Summer Tournament Series. Zachary Philip with a score of 78 would be all smiles as he birdied 



his final hole of play to claim the Open title. Cody Tucker was this week’s Runner-up with a score of 81. 

Tucker would tie with Lake City’s Spencer Mccranie and would win in a scorecard play-off. For Tucker a 

birdie at the drivable par-4 13th hole would be difference. Mccranie would take home the NFJG TOUR 

Bronze medal. 

Our Girls Division, surprisingly had a small field in each division, but man they played some great golf. In 

the Elite Tour Girls Division Tyler Ann Whiting competed against four giants in the girls Division, but she 

showed the field that BIG surprises come in little packages. Whiting showed mastery on the course, 

managing her game while others may have hit it farther, she showed us why accuracy is more important 

than length. Whiting’s round of two over par 74 was the winning score by two strokes over three time 

winners Lisa Colee (76) and Lacey Tucker (78). Colee would win the Runner-up award and Palm Coast’s 

Alexandra Gazzoli (78) would win the Bronze Medal in a scorecard play-off over Lacey Tucker. 

The Rising Tour Girls had only three players in the field this week, but it made no difference as 

Mackenzie McCormack continued her fine play by firing a solid round of 78 to claim rights to the NFJG 

TOUR Gold. This was McCormack’s third win of the season and by rule and because of her continued 

outstanding play in the NFJG TOUR Rising Girls Division she is being promoted to the Elite TOUR Girls 13-

18 Division. Great job Mackenzie, job well done!  Good luck on the Elite Tour. 

Finally, our Foundation Division players continue to show promise. St. Johns Bryson Hughes fired a eye 

opening round of seven over par 79 to capture the Foundation Elite Division and Cassius Winch of St. 

Augustine took home the NFJG TOUR Gold with a nine hole score of 42 in the Foundation Rising 

Division. 

 

Next up after THE PLAYERS is the Cimarrone Open.  Talk to your friends and have the join the Summer 

Tournament Series. 

 

See you on the links! 

 

Jack Aschenbach, PGA 


