Pharmaceutical
working group
update
KIRTI NARSAI

Role of the private sector








The need for the business community to have input in Southern African
regional trade and industrial policy formulation cannot be overstated
as the private sector players are the implementers and often the
intended beneficiaries of such policies
RISDP) recognises that ‘the private sector is a strategic vehicle through
which the SADC region will achieve its objectives including deeper
integration and poverty alleviation.’
In addition, the SADC Industrialisation Strategy and Roadmap
approved in 2015 underscores the need for an effective partnership
between Member Governments and the private sector.
Two key initiatives of the SADC Pharmaceutical Business Plan are the
SADC collaborative process in medicines registration (Zazibona) and
the SADC Medicines Databank, a regional database to harmonize
procurement and standards, and benchmark prices. Zazibona is a
work-sharing mechanism that facilitates the review of common
products.
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Progress made to date


The working group contributed to the content of the Savuti declaration, which
was signed in Gabarone in 2015



Subsequently, the group met several times to discuss and debate the
operational and policy barriers which would need to be addressed to further
develop the pharmaceutical sector in the region, to drive regional integration
through unlocking market opportunities which would contribute to the
realisation of the SADC industrialisation objectives.



Projects and proposals were developed that were brought to the attention of
the SADC Council of Ministers and thus to the attention of the SADC Heads of
States and Governments in August 2016 (SADC Summit in Swaziland).



The regional private sector representatives at the SABF Conference provided
input to the development of the Esibayeni Declaration, a shared vision
document with key recommendations to support industrial development and
greater intra-regional trade and investment across sectors in SADC Member
States.
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Way forward


Consultation on discussion document, in particular, on proposed
projects



Sourcing of funds for projects



Project initiation and implementation

