
It’s officially summer!   Every summer I say  

“I am going to find time to enjoy summer” and  

before I know it, it’s September.   If some of you  

can remember, summer used to slow down in  

the Head Start/Early Head Start world for just a  

minute or two.  But now it feels like we are full steam  

ahead and on the run during the summer more than ever.   

I keep asking, “What about summer?”  I like Mark Twain’s 

quote, “Twenty years from now you will be more 

disappointed by the things you didn’t do than by the ones 

you did do.”  So, “every summer should have a story to tell” 

- I hope you find time for your story!   

Appropriations are underway for determing the FY19 budget which should begin on October 1st with the 

beginning of the federal fiscal year.  We are watching to see what happens and then we will know which 

way we need to go involving our advocacy efforts.   The full House Appropriations Committee was 

scheduled to mark up its Labor-HHS bill this week, but the markup was recently postponed. The Senate 

Labor-HHS Subcommittee passed its bill on June 26, and the full Senate Appropriations Committee is still 

slated to mark-up its bill on Thursday, June 28, at which point full details will be released.  I should have 

more to report in July.  But let’s keep our eyes and ears open.  We see what’s happening with the SNAP 

benefits attached to the Farm Bill.  Last week, the House passed a farm bill that would take food 

assistance away from two million people while imposing harsh requirements on those struggling to find 

work. Fortunately, the Senate has taken steps in the opposite direction and crafted a farm bill 

that is bipartisan and protects SNAP (formerly known as food stamps).  

Speaking of advocacy and leadership, do you have a parent interested in becoming an IHSA Parent 

Ambassador?   If yes, please have them contact the IHSA Office (217-241-3511) for more information.  

Time is running out as our first training begins on July 25-27th.  Hurry, don’t miss this wonderful 

leadership opportunity for one of your parents. 

In July we are updating our Wage & Benefit database.  We want to make sure the data is current and 

relevant to your work.  Thus, every July we will update the database to make sure we are looking at 

current data.   Are you wondering what I am talking about?  Not sure what this service is?  If you 

answered yes, please go to our website, www.ilheadstart.org and look under MEMBERSHIP.  This is a 

free service to all of our members and you don’t want to miss this opportunity. 

We have a BIG training in July that we have planned just for you!  The Vanessa Rich Leadership 

Experience! Have you already attended a past Vanessa Rich Leadership Experience similar to PHASE 

ONE? Then check out our BRAND NEW "PHASE TWO" Experience! You decide if you would like to re-

commit and re-engage in your heart, spirit and passion in Phase One or if you would like to RECHARGE 

your spirit and progress into a new leadership experience by attending "PHASE TWO". Both experiences 

will support your personal growth and help you discover new ways to be the leader YOU want to be in a 
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fun and relaxing environment!  This could be part of your summer story!  Visit the IHSA website for 

more information, www.ilheadstart.org. 

Don’t forget to take time for you this summer!  Use this time to 

re-energize and fill your spirit!  In September don’t be  

asking yourself “what about summer”? 

As always, thank you for your dedication and passion  

for Head Start/Early Head Start!   I appreciate you 

and the work you do! 

Take care, 

Lauri 
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