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Four years in the making, the May Shabbaton 
at Camp Solomon Schechter was a huge 
success. Reconstructionists from four 
Northwest Congregations, plus two more who 
flew here from California, gathered for food, 
prayer, teaching, and celebration. About 115 
people attended, half of whom (47 adults and 
11 youths) were from our congregation. 

We were treated to talks from two gifted 
teachers from RRC, Joel Hecker and Elsie 
Stern. Each offered a distinct perspective on 
the dynamism of Jewish spirituality. It was 
remarkable how their talks, from their initial 
presentation on Friday night through their 
reflections on Sunday morning, kept unfolding 
their ideas and perspectives. 

Rabbis from the movement (Maurice Harris) 
and Kadima (David Basior) together with 
Rabbi Seth offered diverse and stimulating 
service leading, providing a strong foundation 
for the event. Rabbi Sarah Newmark gave a 
stirring d’var on the week’s parsha. The food 
was great, with the kitchen staff miraculously 
accommodating the varied food requirements 
of all. To top it off, the sun shone brightly
for the 2 hours on Saturday afternoon when
we had access to the lake for boating and,
yes, swimming. 

Special kudos to Jackie Land, the point 
person at RRC, who did the bulk of the 
planning, tracking of people and payments, 
interfacing with camp, scheduling, handling 
requests from individuals, assigning rooms, 
and ongoing guidance. Thanks to the 
movement for their support and for sending 
us four of their staff (Jackie, Maurice, Joel, 
and Elsie), with us only having to cover the 
costs of their stay at the camp. Also, many, 
many people from our congregation helped 
put this on. See the long list on the Volunteer 
Page and Jackie's note on page two. 

There was a lot of enthusiasm to have 
another Shabbaton soon. We'll see
what happens! 
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PNW SHABBATON IN OUR BACKYARD!
From President Laura Schrager
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From Jackie Land, Associate Director of Affiliate Support,  RRC
The Shabbaton exceeded my expectations in every way.  Thank you to the staff and lay leaders from TBH for being 
terrific and welcoming hosts.  It is because of you that this dream became a reality.

Special thanks to Sam Schrager, our amazing Shabbaton chair; Laura Schrager and Tikva Glantz for all your hard 
work over the last 2+ years. All three of you went over and above to make this Shabbaton warm and welcoming for all 
who participated. You anticipated our every need and made sure it was taken care of. Thank you to Rabbi Seth and 
Catherine for your excellent programs and services. They were well received by all who attended.  I truly appreciate 
your participation.

A very special thank you to all of you who attended and made this Shabbaton a terrific experience. It is because of you 
that this Shabbaton was a truly successful program. I hope you all felt good about what you learned and experienced.

“Great event - would like more such events.”

“The Shabaton gave me many things to think about
and the opportunity to reaffirm my beliefs.”

“This was a fabulous weekend. Please keep it up! 
I'd love to attend on a yearly basis.”

“Amazing teachings with real authentic 
interactions with congregants.”

Immigration & Refugee Support
A new committee has been formed at TBH. The committee has met 
once, and is tentatively named the Immigration and Refugee 
Support. The purpose is to educate ourselves about the current 
situation for immigrants and refugees in our community, and to 
seek ways to offer support.

We are using the following statement to guide our work:

“In alignment with the Olympia Charter for Compassion we, the 
congregation of Temple Beth Hatfiloh, recognize that Torah and 
Jewish tradition call us to welcome the immigrant and the refugee:
‘When strangers reside with you in your land, you shall not wrong 
them. The strangers who reside with you shall be to you as your 
citizens, you shall love each one as yourself, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt’: (Leviticus 19:10) Thus, we commit 
to be a welcoming and open community that builds relationships 
with immigrants and refugees, knows their stories and works 
toward preventing deportations and providing safe havens.”

We are on offshoot of the Thurston County group, Strengthening 
Sanctuary, which is tackling the present threats to the immigrant 
community in a variety of ways. We are working in conjunction 
with other faith communities in a loosely organized “Faith 
Network”.

We would love to have you join us. For more information: Cathy 
Wasserman, Robert Perrezt-Rosales or Beth Halpern.



All are welcome as Wilson 
Theodore   Mondress, much better known as  

Willy, son of Mike Mondress and  
Anne Wilson, is called to the   
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Willy was  
born on a beautiful, sunny June   
morning in Minneapolis. After   
enduring two Minnesota winters,  
however, he picked up with his   
family and headed to the more   
temperate climes of Olympia. 

Willy, like most kids, has had many passions in his life – 
dinosaurs, Thomas the Train, mythical creatures – but he 
seems to have settled on one major love for the last several 
years. Willy loves to play baseball, watch baseball, listen 
to baseball, pore over baseball stats, talk about baseball, 
discuss in detail the great hit he most recently made on 
PlayStation baseball, and faithfully follow the Mariners 
(there’s always next year!) Additionally, Willy loves to 
devour strawberries and hamburgers, bug his older brother 
Max, travel with his family, and most of all, hang out with 
his many friends. Willy is in the process of figuring out 
how to stage a used sports equipment drive to share with 
kids and teams that are in need of equipment. 

Short Schrift: June 2017 Sivan - Tamuz, 5777Page 3

Sadie Lowsky Bat Mitzvah
4th Saturday, June 24, 10:00 am

All are welcome as Sadie Soleil   
Agnello Lowsky, daughter of   
Amy Agnello & Michael  
Lowsky, is called to the Torah as  
a Bat Mitzvah. She is in 7th  
grade at NOVA, her favorite   
school subject is history. The   
history of the world  
fascinates her. Some of her  
favorite activities to do outside   

of school are dancing, acting, volleyball, hanging out 
with friends, and traveling. Some of her favorite books 
are 13 Reasons Why and The Absolutely True Diary of A 
Part Time Indian. In her free time she likes to watch 
American Horror Story, How I Met Your Mother, The 
Simpsons, and Dirty Dancing. Some of her favorite 
musicians are The Beatles and Lennon & Maisy.  For her 
Bat Mitzvah people are traveling from New York, 
Florida, California, Chicago, Oregon, Colorado, Idaho, 
and Minnesota.

Max Marchand Bar Mitzvah
3rd Saturday, June 17, 10:00 am

Willie Mondress Bar Mitzvah
2nd Saturday, June 10, 10:00 am

All are welcome as Maxwell Frederic  
Marchand, son of Michael and Elizabeth  
Marchand, is called to the Torah as a Bar  
Mitzvah. Max is finishing 7th grade at  
Washington Middle School where  
among his favorite courses are history,  
math and language arts. He also enjoys  
playing trumpet, acting and hanging out 

with his friends. Anyone who knows Max will immediately pick up 
on his affection of all things sports, with a special love for playing 
soccer and following all earthly sporting endeavors with special 
attention given to Manchester City, Seattle Sounders, New York 
Jets, Boston Bruins, Boston Celtics, Pittsburgh Penguins, Boston 
Red Sox and whoever is playing against the Yankees. He also is a 
voracious reader and counts J.R Tolkien, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Lincoln Pierce and Mike Lupica among his top authors. For his Bar 
Mitzvah project, Max and his friend, Hanan Soicher, turned their 
passion for reading into reorganizing the Temple’s children’s library 
and are conducting a children book swap for Jewish and 
non-Jewish books this Sunday, June 4 from 12-2 pm in the social 
hall. Please bring in your donations! Any books left over from the 
book swap will be given to the TBH children’s library or donated to 
the South Sound Reading Foundation. Max will be being joined by 
family that is coming from New Jersey, Connecticut, North Carolina, 
Iowa, and California.

Register for Rauch Shoveva Camp!
Camp will be the week of July 31 through August 4. This 
summer day camp is intended to be a stepping stone for 
overnight camps. It is a perfect option if your family is not 
quite ready for sleep away camp or your child has recently 
returned from camp and is looking to extend the camp 
comradery farther into the summer. Camp is open to kids 
going into 1st through 5th grades and runs from 9 am to 3 
pm. We are based here at TBH with daily field trips for 
outdoor play. Camp will culminate with a celebration at 
Shabbat services on Friday, August 4. Click here to download 
the PDF registration form.

http://bethhatfiloh.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/camp-reg-2017.pdf


Short Schrift: June 2017 Sivan - Tamuz, 5777Page 4

JUNE EREV SHABBAT SERVICES JUNE SHABBAT DAY ACTIVITIES

JEWISH WITH MEANING
1st Saturday, June 3, 10:30 am - 1:00 pm 
We will gather at 10:30 for food, ritual, experience, and discussion as 
we connect with our tradition on a deep level. All are welcome to join us. 

TORAH STUDY
2nd Saturday, June 10, 3:00 pm*
Prayer and study are equally holy activities; and we will do both.
We’ll share a snack and study the Torah together. All are invited.
No experience is necessary!

MUSSAR & SERVICE
3rd Saturday, June 17, 3:00 pm*
Mussar is the Jewish school of thought which seeks to root personal 
character development and right behavior in Jewish tradition and text.
We meet monthly to learn more about this tradition and how it may 
benefit our lives.

TALMUD STUDY
4th Saturday, June 24, 3:00 pm*
The Talmud is a compendium of law and lore that is the basis on which 
biblical interpretation and contemporary Jewish practice rest. Rabbi Seth 
will lead us as we dive deep into this complex and fascinating text.

* Study group times are moved to 3:00 pm due to B’nai Mitzvah.

Erev Shabbat Services
are at 7:30 pm.

June 2       7:30 pm     Choir service
            Oneg following the service

June 9       7:30 pm     Shabbat service

                                    Oneg following the service

June 16     7:30 pm     Shabbat service

                                    Family potluck at 6:00 pm
            This dinner is to thank
            all the Beit Sefer teachers!

                                    Oneg following the service

June 23     7:30 pm     Shabbat service
            Oneg following the service

June 30     7:30 pm     Lay-led Shabbat service
            Oneg following

Before the Annual meeting we’ll gather to celebrate another year together, to vote, and - yes - to eat. At 10:00 am, we’ll have 
the Annual Meeting with updates from board members and committee chairs followd by discussion and review of the budget 
for next year. If you don’t received your packet, please call the TBH office at (360) 754-8519. Come, Eat, and Vote!
 Annual Meeting Agenda
 9:30 a.m.  Blintzes and bagels
 10:00 a.m. Annual Meeting Welcome – Laura Schrager
 10:05 a.m. D’var and Report – Rabbi Seth Goldstein
 10:30 a.m. Life & Legacy – Charles Shelan
 10:40 a.m. Budget Report – Gary Schneider
 10:50 a.m. Ritual Committee Report – Sam Schrager
 11:00 a.m. Safety Report – Tikva Glantz
 11:10 a.m. ShulCloud Overview – Caroline Metzger
 11:20 a.m. President’s Report & Membership – Laura Schrager
 11:30 a.m. The Volunteer of the year is ____________________!!
   Election Results
   Adjourned

ANNUAL MEETING, Sunday, June 11, 10:00 am
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JUNE EVENTS
WEEKLY EVENT:
Make Your Voice Heard
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
This political advocacy group is focused on 
current issue advocacy and communicating with 
lawmakers. Open to members and friends of the 
Jewish community. 

Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, June 6, 12:00 pm
Bring your brown bag lunch for a talk with Mort 
Shecter about watches, old and new. Jane Nowitz 
will be the dessert host. We promise it’ll be worth 
your time!

Thurston County Food Bank
2260 Mottman Road SW, Tumwater
Tuesday, June 13, 3:30 pm
Join us on the second Tuesday of June to fill
bags at the Tumwater branch of the Thurston 
County Food Bank. For information contact Elie 
Halpern at (360) 357-8160 or ehalpern@aol.com.

Book Group Meeting
Tuesday, June 20, 7:00 pm
There is not a book for this month. We’ll select 
books for the coming year. For details contact 
Karen Greene at ekgisrael@gmail.com.

Summer Grounds Work Parties
Sunday, June 27, 9:00 am
Join Catherine from 9 am to noon to help 
coordinate grounds cleanup and maintenance. 
Bring your own gloves and small gardening tools 
if you have them. We’ll have supplies here, too. 
Many hands make light work! Join us for all or 
any part of the morning. Thank you for helping to 
keep our grounds looking nice! Upcoming 
Summer Grounds Work Parties are July 16, 
August 6, and August 27.

Advancing In Hebrew
Cancelled for June
This seminar-type gathering will work on 
advancing Hebrew knowledge, including 
grammar and roots. Contact Rabbi Seth at 
rabbi@bethhatfiloh.org if you want to know if 
this class is right for you. Held on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month. We’ll resume in July.

JULY EVENTS
PREVIEW

Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, July 4 at 12:00 pm

Gabrielle Sacks Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, July 8 at 10:00 am

Hanan Soicher Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, July 15 at 10:00 am

Rauch Shoveva Camp
Monday, July 31 to Friday, August 4

From TBH Committees
F O R K i d s  U P D AT E
Special thanks to the nine volunteers from TBH who 
participated in the FORKids program on May 9, filling bags 
of food for elementary and middle school students for extra 
weekend supplements. Thanks to the nine individuals who 
came and volunteered at the Thurston County Food Bank in 
Tumwater: Paul Paroff, Betty Goldstein, Laura Hurtado-
Webb, Bernie Friedman, Beth Dubey, Ayla Soicher, Hanan 
Soicher, Isiah Soicher and Alan Soicher.  Each of these 
individuals volunteered for one hour.  

Our last Tumwater food bank volunteer effort during this 
current school year will be on the second Tuesday of June, 
June 13, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. at the Tumwater food bank.  All 
are welcome with family and friends to come and help as 
everyone has a good time.

Stars of David  Schedule
June 5: 8:15 & 9:30 in Yauger #3
June 12: 6:15 In Yauger #2, 7:20 in Yauger #1
June 19: 6:15 in Yauger #4 and 7:20 in Yauger #3
June 29: 6:15 and 7:20 in Yauger #2
More games through most of July. To play or for info 
contact Jocelyn Brown, jocbrown3@gmail.com.
Download the PDF schedule here!

http://files.constantcontact.com/811a6358001/fb2e29e7-0ebb-4ebb-831d-e60e24cb286f.pdf
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Shalom y’all,
As we come to the end of another 
school year, I find myself 
simultaneously looking back at the 
past year and forward to the next. 
Every year is a journey in learning for 

all of us, students, parents, teachers and me.  "Just as a 
small log may set fire to a large one, so do smaller scholars 
sharpen the wits of sages." (Talmud, Ta’anit) With each 
year comes new experiences, challenges and insights. We 
are so fortunate to have the group we have. Our teachers 
and madrichim this year include: Ariel Adereth, Reyna 
Jasmer, Alex Kaplowitz, Emily Mesch, Marlee O’Neill, 
Rochelle Rinn, Alicia Even, Melissa Even, Ozi 
Goldstein, Rachel Hodes, Luna Lowsky, Sarah 
Newman, Isaiah Soicher, Leif Syversen and Rabbi Seth 
Goldstein. Our AWESOME music leaders are Julie Kinn 
and Evan Hirsch. Leslie Goldstein has done some 
wonderful glass work with the kids several times 
throughout the year. So many parents have volunteered 
hours to help out with everything from special event help 
to kitchen and library help and so much more! Teaching 
and learning Torah requires both an upward-pointing 
spiritual awareness, and a downward-pointing practical 
orientation. Like the Magen David, one piece without the 
other is incomplete. For all of you, specifically mentioned 
or not, this task is insurmountable without you.
Your example provides the practical orientation that 
balances the spiritual awareness we teach. For that, I am 
forever grateful.

   Todah rabah,

From Marlee O’Neill, Shorashim Teacher

Shalom! It is hard to believe that another year of Beit 
Sefer is coming to an end. During the second half of the 
year, we had fun learning what is Jewish about homes, 
flour and baking, transportation, light and dark, and cats 
and dogs. The wonderful part of the Shorashim 
curriculum is that it takes "ordinary" things and teaches 
us to how to see it through a Jewish lens.  For example, 
the kids understand that transportation means something 
that takes you from one place to another whether a bike, 
bus, or something else.  We focused on how we can use 
transportation to assist us in performing mitzvot.  All the 
kids love cats and dogs.  Our lesson taught us that 
Judaism teaches us to be kind to animals and take care of 
them.  It is always fun to take something you know and 
learn something new about it.  We also learned about Tu 
B'Shevat, Purim, and Passover.

Several of my Shorashim students will be moving up to 
Geza'im in the fall and a couple have been in my class 
for multiple years now. We have developed a routine, 
and I will miss that next year. But, I look forward to 
welcoming new students and watching those returning 
teach the new students how we do things in Shorashim.

I want to thank my Madrichim, Melissa, Sarah, and 
Luna, for all of their help this year. A special thank you 
to the Shorashim parents. It's a pleasure to have such a 
supportive group of parents.

Looking forward to 5778!

FROM CATHERINE CARMEL:
FAMILY LIFE AND LEARNING DIRECTOR
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 Thank You Volunteers!

Thanks for support of the PNW Reconstructionist 
Shabbaton: Kalee Alexandria, Jocelyn Brown, 
Josh Brown, Catherine Carmel, George 
Chappell, Daniel Farber, Evan Ferber, Tikva 
Glantz, Sam Kates-Goldman, Rabbi Seth 
Goldstein, David Hanig, Felicia Hanig, Beth 
Halpern, Barnett Kalikow, Lydia Beth 
Leimbach, Susan Rosen, Angela 
Santamaria-Schwartz, Laura Schrager,
and Sam Schrager 

Friday Night Oneg Hosts: Debra Shapiro

FORKids Volunteers: Paul Paroff, Betty 
Goldstein, Laura Hurtado-Webb, Bernie 
Friedman, Beth Dubey, Ayla Soicher, Hanan 
Soicher, Isiah Soicher and Alan Soicher

Facility Maintenance: Ariel Adereth, Rob 
Carmel, Adrian Olivier

Kitchen Cleaning: You know who you are...

Torah Study Brunch: Craig Wallace

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Happy Birthday
Yom Huledet Sameach

1    Naomi Obie
6    Barbara Gross
9    Jim Kaydus
13   Victor Colman
14   Robert B. Godwin
15   Marnie Frisch
16   Kalee Alexandria
16   Marlee O'Neill

20   Russell Hollander
22   David Hanig
24   Jim Bamberger
24   Stacy Hirsch
25   Lisa Brodoff
26   Elie Halpern
30   Nicolas Garcia

Sustaining Fund
Susan & Larry Poplack in memory of Anne Bean
Katherine Davis-Delaney
Leona Zarin in memory of Judith Soicher
Linda Blustein
Frank Herman in memory of Klaus Gallinger

High Holidays
Julie Frank in memory of Ken Royer 

Dying Happens, Let’s Talk
Stay tuned for future workshop dates!

At the May workshop, Lisa Brodoff shared 
important legal aspects of preparing for death.
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These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services before and after the yahrzeit.
Bold type denotes those inscribed on a plaque on our Memorial Wall. 

JUNE YAHRZEITS
1      David Wedogsky
3      John William Fay
9      Myron Youdin
10    Hal Carmel
10    Leon Gerson
10    Harold Lemay
10    Rose Mogal

13    Anne Goldberg Tenenbaum
14    Walton R. Greene
14    Eva Posner
16    Sarah Schwartz
18    Jack Mortimer Aronovitch
19    Joseph Dubey
22    Lottie Snyder

23    Abraham Bean
23    Anthony Felix Kurzyna
24    Lorraine Shimon
27    Clara Peckler
29    Harry Goldberg
30    Ferenc Breuer

Yes, I want to contribute to the ongoing vitality of  
Jewish life in Olympia and the South Sound! 

Enclosed is my gift of: 

$18  $36  $54 $108  $180  $360 Other:______

Check payable to “Temple Beth Hatfiloh” is enclosed.

Visa MasterCard     Card #:_____________________________

Sec. Code (Last 3 digits on back of card):_________  Exp. Date:_________

Donor name: _____________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

Your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity. 

This gift is 
 In honor of
 In memory of
 Wishing speedy recovery to
 With thanks to
 On yartzeit of
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

 Please send a notification of this gift to:

Donations, without amounts, will be acknowledged in TBH publications. 
Please mark if this is an ANONYMOUS donation: 

This gift is for 
 High Holidays
 TBH Sustaining Fund
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
 Goldberg Scholarship Fund
 Building Strength

Maintenance Endowment
See above for fund descriptions. 
High Holiday and other undesignated donations 
will be applied to the Sustaining Fund.

TBH recently 
endorsed the 

HIAS Welcome 
campaign.

Learn more at 
www.hias.org.

https://www.hias.org/



