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Doing the Work, Inside and Out
As we move through Elul to the High 
Holidays, a lot has changed from last year. 
A new political and social reality has set 
in. Anti-Semitism has come to the fore 
in Charlottesville and other places. The 
threat of nuclear conflict is once again on 
the front pages. A storm has ravaged the 
fourth largest city in the United States.

There is much to think about and do 
during these times. The enormity of it
can feel overwhelming.

I’ve always thought that this time in our 
calendar is overwhelming in and of itself, 
outside of anything that is happening 
around us. The fact that we are meant
to spend this month through the High
Holidays of Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur looking inward, reflecting on our 
past deeds and making atonement for our 
missteps, doing the work of repair with 
other people, making commitments for
the coming year has always felt intense 
and pressured.

At the same time, it has always
felt necessary.

It is necessary spiritual work, the work
of the High Holidays. It is not that
introspection, repentance and forgiveness 
are not themes we deal with at other times 
during the year, but we focus on them now 
to set our intention for the year and indeed 
to remind us that we are to deal with them
at all times. It is necessary because this is 
how we grow as individuals.

It is not easy work, but the benefits are
huge. When we commit to do this work,
the result is a better sense of self, repaired 
relationships, personal goals and deeper 
sense of meaning.

And especially in these times, it is this 
personal growth work that will sustain us 
to do the external work in the world that 
is required of us. For ultimately, as we are 
reminded when we come together over the 
High Holidays as one community, we are 
not alone in facing what lay ahead.

I look forward to marking the holidays
together with you. Wishing you all a
Shana Tova u’metukah, a sweet and
happy new year. 

  Rabbi Seth Goldstein
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Fifty years ago I hitchhiked with a boyfriend to the 
Human Be-In in Golden Gate Park and danced in the 
streets with Country Joe and the Fish. Back in my 
home town of New York City that summer, living
in a cockroach infested apartment on 91st and 1st 
Avenue that I shared with a girlfriend for $80/month, 
I worked for the NY office of the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party earning $40/week.
I had the privilege of meeting people of remarkable 
moral courage -- Fannie Lou Hamer and A. Philip 
Randolf -- along with Michael Schwerner's father 
and Eleanor Holmes Norton. Heady times, in which
I felt engaged in a huge movement with others to
"repair the world," tikkun olam, although as a
thoroughly secular Jew, I didn't use that term.
I was so caught up in the winds of change in the 
United States that I barely registered the Six-Day
War in the Middle East.

In 2017 I feel the weight of that past -- the belief in 
change in the Summer of Love, the confidence of 
progress in civil rights, and the hope for a lasting 
peace in Israel/Palestine.

We are now witnessing the rise of xenophobic,
homophobic, racist and anti-Semetic rhetoric and 
movements in our country. As a community, TBH is 
responding. We have endorsed the HIAS Welcome 
Campaign on refugees, and an active committee 
called Immigrant and Refugee Support is working 
with other local faith communities. Many members 
are politically engaged through the weekly Make 
Your Voice Heard gatherings. We have continued
and expanded our ongoing tikkun olam efforts, and 
had a hugely successful Blintzapalooza, benefiting 
CIELO, the League of Women Voters, Thurston 
County Teen Council of Planned Parenthood, and
the Nisqually Land Trust. 

1967 and Now --- From President Laura Schrager
Our Rabbi continues to play a prominent role in 
strengthening connections among local religious 
leaders and bringing a religiously inspired moral 
voice to civic issues in our community.

As in the 60s, our nation is polarized, basic civic 
values are being questioned, and communication
is challenging. As Jews, we are stunned by the
terrifying fascist display at the tiki march in
Charlottesville and we fear the overt expressions
of white supremacy and nativism. Being Jews,
we won't always agree with each other, but we
can find ways to engage on issues of concern, to 
support each other, and to be respectful in our
communications. Just as in the 60s, these are times 
to nurture and engage in community.

My personal commitment is to support
conversation about Israel and the Middle East at 
TBH. Last year, Libby Lenkinski from the New
Israel Fund gave a nuanced talk about social
justice, civil rights and environmental issues facing 
Israel. This year-- it being the 50th year of the
Occupation-- we plan to have more speakers come 
to TBH. On November 5th, Emanuel Ben-David, 
a recent Israeli transplant to Ashland, OR, will talk 
about his work on the Israeli Iron Dome Defense 
system and about events surrounding the
Six-DayWar. 

On a lighter note, we are planning to show
Deli Man on Sunday, December 3rd and to have
a dinner beforehand. If we have volunteers, we'll 
make it a scaled down Delifest! Please e-mail me
at pres@bethhatfiloh.org or call the office at
360-7454-8519 if you are interested in helping.

Thank you for the privilege of being your President.
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SEPTEMBER EREV SHABBAT SERVICES

September 1     7:30 pm Shabbat Service
    Oneg following hosted
    by Gail Pollock in
    memory of her father
    Clarence Pollock

September 8     6:00 pm Shabbat Service
    Oneg not yet arranged

September 15     6:00 pm Family Shabbat Service
    Potluck dinner following

September 22     6:00 pm Shabbat Shuvah
    Oneg not yet arranged

September 29     6:30 pm Erev Yom Kippur
    See details below

SEPTEMBER SHABBAT DAY ACTIVITIES

JEWISH WITH MEANING
1st Saturday, September 2, 10:30 am - 1:00 pm 
We gather for food, ritual, experience, and discussion as we 
connect with our tradition on a deep level. All are welcome.

TORAH STUDY
2nd Saturday, September 9, 10:00 am
Prayer and study are equally holy activities; and we will do 
both. We’ll share a snack and study the Torah together.
All are invited. No experience is necessary!

MUSSAR MORNING & SERVICE
3rd Saturday, September 16, 9:30 am
Mussar is the Jewish school of thought which seeks to root 
personal character development and right behavior in Jewish 
tradition and text. We meet monthly to share food and learn 
more about this tradition and how it may benefit our lives.

TALMUD STUDY
4th Saturday, September 23, 9:30 am
The Talmud is a compendium of law and lore that is the basis
on which biblical interpretation and contemporary Jewish 
practice rest. Rabbi Seth will lead us as we dive deep into this 
complex and fascinating text.

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 2017 / 5778

Selichot  Saturday, September 16, 2017
 Meditation, Study and Service  7:00 pm

Erev Rosh Hashanah  Wednesday, September 20, 2017
 Service     7:00 pm

Rosh Hashanah—Day 1  Thursday, September 21, 2017
 Meditation    8:45 am
 Morning Service   9:30 am
 Youth Program (ages 6-12)  9:30 am 
 Community Lunch (Bring your own) 12:30 pm
 Tot High Holidays (ages 0-5)  3:00 pm
 Tashlikh    4:00 pm

Rosh Hashanah—Day 2  Friday, September 22, 2017 
 Hike     10:45 am
 Text Study and Lunch   12:15 pm

For a detailed High Holiday schedule and information on parking, please visit www.bethhatfiloh.org/hh5778.

Shabbat Shuvah  Friday, September 22, 2017
 Erev Shabbat Service   6:00 pm
 
Erev Yom Kippur  Friday, September 29, 2017
 Service/Kol Nidre   6:30 pm

Yom Kippur  Saturday, September 30, 2017
 Meditation    8:45 am
 Morning Service   9:30 am
 Youth Program (ages 6-12)  9:30 am
 Yizkor (Memorial Service)  1:45 pm
 Study sessions    2:30 pm
 Healing Service    4:30 pm
 Mincha/Jonah discussion  5:30 pm
 Neilah (Concluding service)  6:45 pm
 Havdalah/Communal Break Fast 7:30 pm



SEPTEMBER EVENTS
WEEKLY EVENT:
Make Your Voice Heard
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
This political advocacy group is
focused on current issue advocacy and 
communicating with lawmakers. Open 
to members and friends of the Jewish 
community.

Elul Study
Monday, September 4, 6:00 pm
In preparation for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, Sam Kates-Goldman will 
lead a discussion group on the place 
of prayer in our rituals. Together we'll 
look at the liturgy of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur and discuss what the 
language we choose to use on these 
days of awe tells us about their meaning 
and purpose. While the discussions will 
build on each other and it is helpful to 
attend all three, please feel free to come 
to any of them. All are welcome to join 
the discussion. Additional Elul Study 
dates are Monday September 11th and 
18th at 6:00 pm.

Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, September 5, 12:00 pm
Join us on the first Tuesday of the month 
for a presentation by Mary-Lynne
Reiner about smart travel from her 
wealth of experience traveling and 
writing. Rabbi Seth will also share what 
he's been up to this summer and supply 
us with a healthy dose of his own great 
humor! If YOU have a joke or other fun 
tidbit to share please bring it along with 
your lunch. Dessert will be provided by 
Jane Nowitz!

Beit Sefer Registration
Sunday, September 10, 10:00 am
School registration is for all
families with kids age 3½ through
14 years. Forms will be available!

Elul Study
Monday, September 11, 6:00 pm
Please see the previous listing on
September 4th for details.

ForKids Food Packing
Tuesday, September 12, 3:30 pm
We again will be filling bags for the 
ForKids program on the second Tuesday 
of the month, beginning on Tuesday, 
September 12, at 3:30 p.m. at the
Tumwater branch of the Thurston
County Food Bank. Bring your friends, 
relatives, children and anyone else who 
can help.  Your volunteerism is much 
appreciated. If you have questions, 
please e-mail Elie Halpern at
ehalpern7379@gmail.com or call him
at 360-357-8160.

TBH Cleaning and
Grounds Keeping Party
Sunday, September 17, 9:00 am
As we spiritually prepare for the new 
year, let’s join together as a community 
to physically prepare our beautiful TBH 
building. While we have cleaning
several times a week, there are those 
“odd jobs” that need attention. Roll up 
your sleeves and help TBH with some 
deep cleaning and light handiwork to get 
us ready to greet the new year! Come for 
all or part of the cleaning party. Coffee 
and snacks at the start, lunch at the end!

Elul Study
Monday, September 18, 6:00 pm
Please see the previous listing on
September 4th for details.

Advancing in Hebrew
Tuesday, September 26, 7:00 pm
This seminar-type gathering will work
on advancing Hebrew knowledge,
including grammar and roots. Held on 
the 4th Tuesday of the month.

Senior Schmooze
Tuesday, October 3 at 12:00 pm

SUKKOT TISCH
Friday, October 6 at 6:00 pm
Join us as we celebrate Sukkot and 
Shabbat with the annual Sukkot Tisch! 
We will come together in the TBH 
sukkah for singing, storytelling, study, 
and sharing food and drink (including 
the rabbi’s famous etrog liquor) around 
a big table (“tisch” is table in Yiddish). 
Please bring some dairy/vegetarian food 
or drink to share.

Immigration Meeting
Tuesday, October 10 at 6:00 pm

SIMCHAT TORAH
Thursday, October 12 at 6:00 pm
Simchat Torah is the celebration when 
we mark the completion of the annual 
Torah reading cycle. We end the reading 
and begin again! It’s a time for dancing
and singing and we will unroll the 
entire scroll. (An amazing sight if you 
have never seen it.) We also use this 
opportunity to honor our new Beit Sefer 
students, and all of our kids who will 
celebrate their bar or bat mitzvah in the 
coming year.

Book Club
Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00 pm
First book of the season is A Horse 
Walks into a Bar by David Grossman.
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OCTOBER 
EVENTS
PREVIEW
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Annual High Holiday 
Food Drive 5778

Since 2004, TBH has held this food drive as part of 
our obligation, as Jews, to help those in need. Please 
donate generously, with gratitude for all we have, in 
one or more of the following ways.

DONATE FOOD!
Food will be collected from Erev Rosh Hashanah
until the morning of October 1, the Sunday after 
Yom Kippur and Mitzvah Morning when the
collection will go to the Food Bank.

DONATE MONEY!
Make checks out to THURSTON COUNTY FOOD 
BANK. Drop your checks off in the secure office 
drop box.

VOLUNTEER FOR THE FOOD BANK
PROJECT ON MITZVAH MORNING!
More information is available at the Tikkun Olam 
information table in the sanctuary lobby.

Help us Clean our 
Sacred Space and 

Prepare for the Holidays!
As we spiritually prepare 
for the new year, let’s join 
together as a community to 
physically prepare our
beautiful TBH building. 
While we have regular
cleaning, there are “odd jobs” 
that need attention. Roll up your sleeves and help 
TBH with some deep cleaning and light handiwork
to get us ready to greet the new year!

Sunday, September 17
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Coffee and snacks at the start,
and lunch at the end!

MITZVAH MORNING  
Sunday October 1, 2017

On the Sunday following each Yom Kippur, we
continue our High Holiday spirit by joining in a 
morning of community service work. These are some 
of the projects: 

Farm projects at GRuB, an organization that works 
with youth and lower income people around issues 
of food and agriculture.

Making of “stone soup” with Chesed Corps to make 
delicious vegetarian soups that are available to any 
TBH member in need of TLC.

Pack, transport, and sort the High Holiday Food 
Drive goods to the Food Bank.
Come to Priest Point Park to pull ivy, plant native 
plants on a new trail, or help with other trail work.

Get more information and sign up at the Tikkun 
Olam Information table in the sanctuary lobby 
during the High Holidays.

2017 Shabbat in the Park
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FROM CATHERINE CARMEL:
FAMILY LIFE AND LEARNING DIRECTOR

Shalom y’all,

What is new for Beit Sefer?

More PJ Library – It’s been five 
years since we began our
relationship with PJ Library.
We began by offering books

to children between the ages of one and eight.
We expanded two years ago with the addition of 
the program PJ Goes to Shul, a program that helped 
teachers of our youngest kids teach Jewish values 
through lessons created for the books by PJ Library 
Professionals. Now we’re in the process of
becoming implementing partners with PJ Library
on another program, PJ Our Way! PJ Our Way is a 
program for Jewish kids between the ages of eight and twelve. This expansion allows kids to select their books
online and includes information for parents and activities for the kids to do after reading their books. As implementing 
partners, TBH will be able to support this group through activities at TBH tied to the books to further connect them
to Jewish literature and the Jewish life they are building.

Alim/B’nai Mitzvah split – For a few years now, the Alim class was a three year class with a separate program for 
b’nai mitzvah tutoring. This year we’ve cut the Alim class down to two years, hiring the awesome Elisheva Miller to 
teach it, and Rabbi Seth is focusing his teaching on the 7th grade class. Seventh graders will now work together to-
wards bar/bat mitzvah in a class setting that will combine learning around what it means to be a Jewish adult with the 
necessary trope and d’var Torah writing practice.

Key fobs – As a part of the TBH conversations about security in the building, TBH parents agreed that the building felt 
safer when it was locked during classes. As a result, TBH parents were given key cards last year that opened the build-
ing on Sunday mornings. Some parents struggled with remembering to bring the key cards with them so they floated 
the option to have key fobs instead. We did it! We got key fobs instead of key cards for parents and we’re anticipating 
more success with that option.

Our registration and orientation day for all students between age 3 ½ and 8th grade is September 10. We will start at 
10am with registration and move into orientation at 11am. See you there!

          L’shalom,
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS

Happy Birthday
Yom Huledet Sameach

Sustaining Fund
Laura Hurtado-Webb
Myra Paull & Edward McGiveney
Edie Bean in honor of Angela Santamaria &
Howard Schwartz 50th Wedding Anniversary
Edith Rutel
Camille Kettel & Max Marvin in honor of
Angela Santamaria & Howard Schwartz 50th
Wedding Anniversary
Edie Bean in memory of Ben Bean
Marcia David & Howard Goldberg
Linda Rubin
Beth Dubey
Michael & Feliza Toman
Aaron Wolfman
Robert Godwin
William Caslar
Phyllis Neff & Jim Kaydus in honor of 
John Victor Kaydus' birthday

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Larry Berebitsky
Linda Bluestein
Aaron Wolfman
Susan Rosen & Michael Blum

Goldberg Fund
Sue Goldstein
Beth Dubey

Adult Library
Sonja Dordal

High Holidays
Phyllis Neff & Jim Kaydus in honor of
Angela Santamaria & Howard Schwartz
50th Anniversary

Stars of David
Laura & Sam Schrager in honor of Jocelyn Brown
for passing the Bar Exam

1       Jane Nowitz
3       Dan Katz
3       Susan Rosen
10     Nina Shecter
11     Nancy Koppelman
12     Frank Young
17     Laura Schrager
19     Blaine Snow
20     Sheila Fay

20     Courtney Nevitt
21     Anaya Balter
21     Allyson Brooks
21     Elizabeth Marchand
24     Inge Marcus
25     Edith Rutel
27     Julie Frank
28     Stephen Bean

Grounds Keeping: Rob Carmel, James Dolliver, Raven 
Lidman, Paul Paroff, Charles Shelan, Spencer Orman, 
Bernie Friedman
Friday Night Oneg Host: Erin Syversen
Torah Study Host: Howard Goldberg
Alpaca Shabbaton: Lynn & Tim Lipski
Shabbat in the Park: Julie Frank, Scott Royer,
Howard Schwartz, Leslie Goldstein
High Holiday Packet: Jill Dole, Karen Farber, Leslie 
Goldstein, Lynn Grotsky, Jim Kaydus, Phyllis Neff

Thank You, Volunteers!

SEPTEMBER YAHRZEITS
2     Reina Holman
2     Lewis Weiner
3     Sharon Weiner
4     Gaylah Balter
5     Judith Kalikow Mesch
6     Roy Greene
6     Robert Glasser
7     Mary Wood Chappell
9     Raymond Greene
11   Mildred Hauptmen
12   Meyer Trabka
13   Norma Godwin
15   Emil Charlet 

16   Irma Fine
17   Edith Goldstein
19   Nathan Lidman
19   Sol Sherson
20   Bluma Freed
21   Leslie Homer
21   Selma Shill 
21   Fannie Altman
26   Don Finkel
28   Tillie Bean
29   Jay Miram Sheldon Frank
30   Clarence Pollock

These names will be read from the bimah at Shabbat services before 
and after the yahrzeit. Bold type denotes those inscribed on a plaque 
on our Memorial Wall. Please send any corrections and addtions to 

the Yahrzeit listings to tbh@bethhatfiloh.org!
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LIFE & LEGACY program and the 
LIFE & LEGACY logo are trademarks of the 

Harold Grinspoon Foundation.  All rights reserved.

To create your Jewish legacy contact: Charles Shelan
cshelan@comcast.net • 360.352.1354 • www.bethhatfiloh.org


