June 17, 2018
Pride3 “Growing Up”

First Reading ~ Mark 4:26-34

Jesus said further, “The reign of God is like this: a sower scatters seed on the
ground, then goes to bed at night and gets up day after day. Through it all the
seed sprouts and grows without the sower knowing how it happens. The soil
produces a crop by itself — first the blade, then the ear, and finally the ripe wheat
in the ear. When the crop is ready, the sower wields the sickle, for the time is
ripe for harvest.”

Jesus went on to say, “What comparison can we use for the reign of God? What
image will help to present it? It is like a mustard seed which people plant in the
soil: it is the smallest of all the earth’s seeds, yet once it is sown, it grows up to
become the largest of shrubs, with branches big enough for the birds of the sky
to build nests in its shade.”

Using many parables like these, Jesus spoke the message to them, as much as
they could understand. Everything was spoken in parables, but Jesus explained
everything to the disciples later when they were alone.

Second Reading ~ adapted from Anne Lamott in Hallelujah Anyway:
Rediscovering Mercy

Images of tiny things, babies, yeast, and mustard seeds can guide us. Things
that grow are what change everything. Moments of compassion, giving, grief,
and wonder shift our behavior, get inside us and change realms we might not
have agreed to have changed otherwise. Each field is weeds and wheat, but mix
the wheat with yeast, the most ordinary of elements, and it starts changing the
flour. Wow. It becomes bread, and so do we- bread to eat and to offer. The
world keeps going on. You can have yet another cup of coffee and keep working
on your plans. Or you can take the risk to be changed, surrounded... and take
the risk to grow up.

Third Reading ~ from Meister Eckhart

The seed of God is in us. Given an intelligent and hard-working farmer, it will
thrive and grow up to God, whose seed it is; and accordingly its fruits will be
God-nature. Pear seeds grow into pear trees, nut seeds into nut trees, and God
seeds into God.



