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Testimony Concerning Rural Broadband 
The Interim Study Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Telecommunications convened 
September 14 and heard testimony from a number of providers on broadband.  The reports 
detailed new investments, challenges, and opportunities in the area of rural broadband.  AT&T, 
REMC, Satellite Broadcasting & Communications Association, Indiana Broadband and 
Technology Association, Indiana Cable Association, and Connected Nation were among the 
witnesses.  Highlights included the REMC making great strides to facilitate broadband 
deployment in less densely populated areas.  The idea of mapping coverage was also discussed in 
a manner that protects providers secure assets and propriety information, but also provides a 
detailed parcel map of where broadband is needed as a means to constructively address the 
digital divide and respect private sector capabilities.  
 
Notice of Intent to Adopt Rule  
The State Seed Commissioner intends to adopt a rule concerning noxious weed seeds; 
prohibitions, to add new economically harmful weeds to the list. In addition, weeds no longer 
economically harmful will be removed. Effective 30 days after filing with the Publisher. 
Questions may be directed to the Small Business Regulatory Coordinator for this rule. Click 
HERE to read more. 
 
Are you Ready, Large and Small Businesses? 
Both large and small businesses need to be ready for the next compliance date for the Food 
Safety Modernization Act's animal food rule, which arrives next Monday, Sept 18. On this date, 
small businesses (those with fewer than 500 employees) will need to be in compliance with the 
"Current Good Manufacturing Practice, Hazard Analysis and Risk-based Preventive Controls for 
Food for Animals" subpart B (the current good manufacturing practices) and related 
requirements. Businesses with more than 500 employees across the entire business ("large 
businesses") will need to be in compliance with nearly every other part of the regulation, 
including subpart C on hazard analysis and risk-based preventive controls, including completion 
of each facility's animal food safety plan.  
 



Even though the Food and Drug Administration recently indicated that inspections for the hazard 
analysis and risk-based preventive controls will not start until sometime in the fall of 2018, firms 
must still be in compliance by Sept. 18. While this announcement on delayed inspections seemed 
like a "win" for industry, in reality, this small victory really amounted to little relief as firms 
must still have an animal food safety plan written and in operation by next week. The delay in 
inspections does allow a firm to "test" the animal food safety plan and hazard analysis and make 
any necessary adjustments once the FDA releases additional guidance documents next year. 
AFIA's outside legal counsel--Olsson, Frank and Weeda--wrote a legal memo on the subject that 
can be viewed here.  
 
Small businesses must be in compliance with the CGMP requirements on Monday, Sept. 18, and 
we anticipate that inspections at these facilities will likely start in October when the new fiscal 
year begins. FDA has a goal of conducting 500 inspections in the fiscal year for large- and small-
sized animal food firms. Please review the Sept. 14, 2016, FSMA Update to see other reminders 
to ensure your facility is in compliance. 
 
Indiana Department of Labor Agriculture Worker Safety & Health Webinar  
The Indiana Department of Labor works to collaborate with industry stakeholders on educating 
employees about work-related safety and health.  Please click here to review the webinar and 
presentation and use it as a resource in your workplace.   
 


