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Hypoxia in the News 
Source:  The Fertilizer Institute 
 
Nutrients and their impact on water quality were again in the news today with the release of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) announcement, that at 8,776 
square miles, the hypoxic zone in the Gulf of Mexico is, the largest measured since dead zone 
mapping began in 1985.  
  
The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) deployed a multifaceted strategy to ensure that industry’s 
commitment to nutrient stewardship was heard: 
  

• We distributed our hypoxia messages to members of TFI’s Communication Committee 
and stakeholders in the agriculture community. We were pleased to hear the spokesman for 
the American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) express support for the 4R’s during a radio 
interview today. We serve with AFBF on the Agricultural Policy Nutrients Council 
(ANPC) steering committee, and this provides a forum for additional discussion. 

  
• We issued a statement to the media, posted it on our website. We encourage you to utilize 

this or alternately, to refer any media calls you receive to Kathy Mathers here in our 
office. 

  
• We leveraged TFI’s social media presence to distribute our key messages. Through our 

Twitter account, we engaged directly with media outlets including a reporter for National 
Public Radio. Twitter affords us a direct line to establish TFI as a source, correct 
inaccuracies and suggest follow-up stories. 

  
While the emergence of front page stories on this issue will slow, the fact that the hypoxic zone 
in the Gulf was the largest ever will likely be cited in most every hypoxia news story this year. 
Our best defense is our industry’s voluntary commitment to 4R nutrient stewardship; including 
your financial support for the 4R Research Fund. Watch our weekly Report to Members 
newsletter for news of developments on this issue. 



What’s Next – INDOT Call for Projects  
 

Each summer, INDOT District Offices open a 6-month 
Call For Projects (state projects) for proposed new 
projects on state facilities (interstates, U.S. Highways, 
and State Roads).  A Call for Projects is the beginning of 
a process by which project proposals for new projects can 
be presented, reviewed and prioritized.  The purpose of 
the call is to give the opportunity for submittal of 
projects, which can originate from cities, 
towns, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and 
Regional Planning Organizations (RPOs).   
INDOT Central and District Offices submit project 
proposals as part of ongoing transportation planning 
activities.  Although changes to existing projects can 
occur at any time, proposals for new projects can be 
submitted only in response to a Call for New 

Projects.  Separate Call for Project processes are held for local projects and multiple calls may be 
issued each year http://www.in.gov/indot.  

   

 
Indiana Department of Labor Agriculture Worker Safety & Health Webinar  
The Indiana Department of Labor works to collaborate with industry stakeholders on educating 
employees about work-related safety and health.  Please click here to review the webinar and 
presentation and use it as a resource in your workplace.   
 


