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Congregational Meeting & Election is Sunday, 
June 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

We will elect leadership nominees as well as approve the 
budget for 2018-2019.  The 2018 Nominee Slate booklet is 

available in the Narthex & Gathering Hall.

Installation of newly elected leaders is Sunday,
June 24 at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

AUGUST 7, 2018
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For the most up-to-date information, download 
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app. 

Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.

Woodmont Christian Church
3601 Hillsboro Pike

Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563

www.woodmontchristian.org 

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister 
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care

Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation

 Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care 
Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director in Residence

M I N I S T E R I A L  S TA F F

S U P P O R T  S TA F F
Chris Beck • Business Administrator

Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager

Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant

Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director 
Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director 

Katie Sheridan-Gossage • Assistant Youth Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge 

Stephen Daniel King • Worship Leader, The Bridge
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director

Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator    
    

P R O G R A M  S TA F F

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8 AM to 5 PM
 One look at the mental illness epidemic in America will 
show you how desperately we need to prioritize mental, 

emotional, psychological, and spiritual well-being. Beginning 
Aug. 1, we will open up a center that will combat these 

issues – the Center for Healing and Spirituality.

Led by our new Spiritual Director, Dr. Ben Curtis, this place 
will be open Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 8 AM to 5 PM 
at Campbell West, the former parsonage house behind the 
church. It will offer individual spiritual direction and classes 

that teach spiritual formation.

Dr. Ben Curtis, who just retired after more than four 
decades as Professor of Religion, Pastoral Care, and Spiritual 

Formation at Belmont University, will be the Spiritual 
Director in Residence at Woodmont’s new center. He will 

be available for individual spiritual direction as well as lead 
classes on Spiritual Formation. We eventually hope to offer 

longer classes on weekends and even spiritual retreats.

Contact bcurtis@woodmontcc.org or rstauffer@
woodmontcc.org for more information.

www.woodmontchristian.org
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Sabbatical Thoughts: Marriage and Family Life
by Clay Stauffer

My priorities for this current sabbatical include rest, renewal, visioning, writing, and quality time with my family.  We 
just returned from a family trip to the Homestead in Hot Springs, Virginia, where we celebrated the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Megan’s parents, Bob and Jeanne Partridge. They were college sweethearts at DePauw University 
and got married at age 22, right after graduation in 1968. It was a joy to celebrate with them and to see how their 
love has grown and deepened over the years. Unfortunately, fifty-year wedding anniversaries are not as common as 
they used to be. People are now getting married later in life, and the divorce rate remains over fifty percent. Nobody 
ever said marriage was easy. Growing up as a preacher’s kid, I never understood why anniversaries were such a big 
deal. Having now been married for over nine years with three kids of our own, I understand why these milestones 
should be celebrated. Dr. John Gotttan says that the only empirical difference that he has found in his research 
with couples between the marriages that last over the years and the ones that don’t is this: does the couple honor 
and respect the friendship? It’s actually much more challenging than it sounds. We must work to avoid criticism, 
defensiveness, contempt, and stonewalling, all of which lead to problems. Selfishness must be overcome. In his 
book “Wisdom” that I have been reading (and some small groups are now using), Richard E. Simmons offers the 
following ideas for being intentional in marriage:

 1)  Do not be afraid to go for counseling. Counseling is healthy.
 2)  Set aside time to be alone with your spouse, particularly when you are raising your children. This has to 
 be planned.  Many couples have arranged consistent date nights.  Anniversary trips are important and meaningful.
 3) See the wisdom of couples who are further down the road in their marriages than you. This can be 
 incredibly helpful.
 4)  Read good books on marriage. (Sacred Marriage by Gary Thomas, Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman, 
 The Meaning of Marriage by Tim Keller).  (Simmons 123-124)

It seems as though we often define ourselves in life by our profession, what we do: lawyer, doctor, banker, minister, 
teacher, therapist.  Perhaps we need to put as much of an emphasis on the other roles we play: husband, wife, father, 
mother, sister, brother, son, daughter. These are the roles that matter most in the big picture. Marriage can be hard.  
There are reasons why many don’t make it, and those who suffer through divorce should not be judged but picked 
up because they’ve been through a lot. Family life can be complicated. As Chris Cox said in his sermon Sunday, we 
all miss the mark. But marriage, family, and friendship are also where we can find true meaning and fulfillment. So 
we must not take any of it for granted, but do our very best to cultivate, nurture, and grow in the relationships that 
matter most in our lives. This also means practicing grace and forgiveness when others fall short, assuming we hope 
for the same in return.

Megan’s parents, Bob and Jeanne 
Partridge, with five grandchildren.

Clay and Megan celebrating Bob 
and Jeanne’s 50th anniversary.

Clay on sabbatical spending time 
with his daughter, Montgomery.
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Our Loss and Others’ Gain
by Michael Graham

Sometimes, timing does not work to our advantage. 
That was the case when Franklin Willis, our beloved 
bass section leader and soloist, told me July 8 would be 
his last Sunday with us. His reasons were noble; he and 
Erica wanted to worship together in their home church 
with their six-month old joy, E.J. It was the week before 
our concert on July 8 and though, in retrospect, I wish 
I could have communicated his leaving to the church, 
my mind was on the coming concert and the following 
75th celebrations. And so he quietly left us and the choir 
quietly began their short summer vacation.

Franklin will be missed. He had worked for our music 
department for about eight years with a little time off 
when he lived in Memphis where he met Erica. We will 
not forget his heartfelt solos on Sunday mornings, nor his 
renditions of Cross-Cry for several years on Good Friday. 
Franklin led the bass section admirably and inspired us 
with his very own Christmas CD a year ago. Franklin is 
my former student at Nashville School of the Arts, where 
I first heard his potential as a singer, never dreaming he 
would become a choral music director. Franklin teaches 
at Andrew Jackson Elementary in Hermitage where he 
has amassed awards from adjudicated festivals, made 
professional videos of his groups, and has sung for such 
prestigious gatherings as the CMA awards. 

Yes, timing was bad for Franklin to receive the send-
off he deserved, but his legacy here and his ministry in 
education will continue to inspire us all to go beyond the 
status quo. I know you will join me in sending prayers of 
thanksgiving and blessings for Franklin, Erica, and E.J. 

Sophie Amrhein 8/1
Webb Joyner 8/1

Evelyn Dieckhaus 8/2
Frederic Burks 8/4
Dutch England 8/5

Miles White 8/7
Lilly Mooneyhan 8/8

Lulah Quinn 8/9
James McLean 8/13

August 1-15th Birthdays:

Franklin Willis, who led the bass section of Woodmont’s 
chancel choir, retires after eight years.  Learn more about 
Franklin’s music on iTunes: https://itun.es/us/9hLkfb.

School supplies:
• glue sticks or liquid glue

• cap erasers
• dry erase markers

• Ziploc bags (all sizes)
• facial tissue

• disinfecting wipes
• hand sanitizer

• copy paper
• headphones

• watercolor paints 
• pencil box/pouch

• highlighters
• colored pencils

 

Uniform items
in sizes children’s extra 

small (4) through 
children’s extra large (16):

• solid color shirts with 
collar (new or gently 

used)
• khaki, black, or navy 
pants, shorts, skirts, or 
dresses (new or gently 

used)
• belts
• socks

• underwear

Woodmont Kids! Bring school supplies 
to the Children’s Moment on Promotion 

Sunday, August 19, for our adopted 
school, Fall-Hamilton Elementary.

Fall-Hamilton Wish list:

https://itun.es/us/9hLkfb
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The Healing Power of Music
by Lauren Lucas Beuerlein

When I was in high school, I used to roll down my car windows blasting the album A Place in the Sun by Lit and singing 
at the top of my lungs as I drove down Highway 378 to my best friend’s parent’s lake house. I felt untouchable. Free. 
My soul felt like it might burst into a million pieces from so much youthful independence. That is such a great 
summer memory!

Several years later, once I moved to Nashville, I met a songwriter friend named Jay Knowles who released an 
independent album with a song on it called, “How to Be.” I remember driving through Nashville on a few dark, 
cold winter nights with no where to be, weirdly enjoying the bittersweet melancholy of that song on repeat while 
tending to a broken heart.

Think about every major event that’s happened in your life. I bet you’d be hard pressed to find one that didn’t 
come with a personal soundtrack. Birthdays, graduations, first bedtime lullabies, heart breaks, weddings, funerals, 
anniversary parties, baptisms, home runs, house parties, even your first kiss may have been accompanied by a car 
radio or school dance song.

Music heals. Sometimes the healing nature of songs comes from deep, introspective lyrics, or crescendoing musical 
dynamics. Other times, they can be simple, light and just… feel good.  “You Are My Sunshine,” might be one of my 
all-time favorite songs that’s healing to me because of the memories of my mom singing it to me as a child, and the 
simple nature of the lyrics and melody.

For a man named Ian Zumback, the healing nature 
of music was discovered in recovery support groups 
and became the foundation for his music ministry. 
Once a punk rocker from New York, his new-found 
faith and ministry led him to move his family to 
Nashville, and to write and record a beautiful, CCM 
singer/songwriter Billboard Top 40 album called The 
Table.

The Young Professionals & Couples Group proudly 
invites you to join us for a night of live music and 
healing on Tuesday, September 4th in Drowota Hall. 
Ian Zumback and his label mates, Brothers McClurg, 
will play his album live and share the stories behind 
the songs. It will be a musical journey through the 
Gospels, as many of the songs are written from the 
perspective of the Biblical characters that they’re 
about. Ian will reveal the Biblical inspiration for many 
of the lyrics.

Ian’s personal story is fascinating, with lots of twists and turns. But we don’t want to spoil it!  Come to the show on 
September 4th and discover for yourself. Early bird tickets are on sale now. Get yours today before the price goes 
up. Plus, the first 100 people to purchase tickets receive a free copy of Ian’s Top 40 album, The Table, at the show.

For tickets, click here, or call the church office during normal business hours. Doors are at 6:30pm. The show 
begins at 7pm. We hope to see you September 4th!

Ian Zumback will visit Woodmont Sept. 4 in Drowota Hall, 
where he will perform his album, The Table.

http://woodmontchristianconcert.eventbrite.com/


A Mystery, a Road Trip, and a Reunion
by Roy Stauffer

Preachers love it when they run into church members during the week and the member(s) ask, “What’s going on 
at church?” Can you guess what the preacher’s first thought is?  But as we come to the close of Summer (at least for 
schools), I thought I’d share some thoughts with you about what’s going on at church. And I’ll do it under three topics.

The Mystery
I’ve heard that some preachers wish they could be like a coach who wins a big game and the team dumps a bucket of 
Gatorade on him. Wouldn’t that be a sight. But I guess I had an equal compliment when someone took my sermon. 
The last Sunday I preached (July 22nd) my sermon manuscript disappeared. Someone took it off the pulpit while I was 
shaking hands at the door. If they’d asked, I would have gladly given them a copy, but the one on the pulpit had some 
added notes. But, to look on the positive side, I guess I’m glad they took it after I had preached two services and not 
before.

A Road Trip
One of the songs we love to sing on Wednesday nights during the summer is “Gonna Take A Road Trip.” The song was 
written by David Regen, and although it wasn’t exactly the same kind of road trip David describes, Anne and I, along 
with Charley and Carol Hankla, did take a road trip. A long road trip. We flew to Boston, rented a car, and then drove 
through Maine (love Bar Harbor and Cambden). We also took the ferry to Nova Scotia and drove around that part of 

Canada (Digby, Annapolis Royal, Peggy’s Cove, 
Halifax, Cape Breton Highlands National Park, 
Pleasant Bay, Cheticamp, Mabou, Pictou, Amherst, 
Moncton, and St. John’s). Sounds like a foreign 
language, doesn’t it? And it did to us. But now we 
know how to speak it.

It was a lot of driving and a long trip but it was 
fun to stop along the way wherever we wanted 
in quaint towns, or for ice cream, at unique shops, 
for ice cream, at great seafood restaurants, for ice 
cream, at a lobster boil, for ice cream … and, did I 
say for ice cream? When you’re with good friends, 
every experience – good or bad – turns into a 
memory.  But the best part of every vacation is 
coming back home.  “Mid pleasures and palaces 
though we may roam, Be it ever so humble there’s 
no place like home.” 

Annual Reunion
Now that everyone’s back from summer vacations, and our children and grandchildren are back in school, it’s like 
an annual reunion at church. Our children move up a grade in Sunday School. The choir comes back from their well-
deserved break. And this year we celebrate the opening of the new Woodmont Center for Healing and Spirituality. The 
Center is located in Campbell West (the former parsonage) and operates mainly on Tuesday and Wednesday from 8:00 
AM – 5:00 PM. If you want to hold a meeting or small group gathering during those times, please contact Jan Anderson 
in the church office as she coordinates the calendar. Needless to say, we’ll be “growing into” this new relationship with 
Ben Curtis and the Center. 

pg 6

Carol & Charley Hankla with Anne & Roy Stauffer
in Camden, Maine.
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PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
SYMPATHY TO:

Betty Brent on the death of her sister-in-law, Clara 
Garner (also the aunt of LuAnn and Mike Brent), on 
Friday, August 3, 2018, in Winchester, TN. Graveside 

services were held on Monday, August 6, in Winchester.

Vicki Phillips on the death of her son, Ian Rutledge, on 
July 26, 2018. Services scheduled:  Visitation on Friday 

Aug. 10th from 4:00pm-8:00pm with the service on 
Saturday at 11:00am at Williamson Memorial Gardens 
on the corner of Columbia Ave and Mack Hatcher in 

Franklin, TN.

IN THE HOSPITAL:
Pat Bell - St. Thomas West 

Sheila Mathias - St. Thomas West

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Louise and Will Alexander on the birth of their daughter, 
Wynne Sayers Alexander, on August 1, 2018. Big brother 

and sister are Houston and Margaret.

Barrett Sutton, on the birth of a grandson. His daughter, 
Kate, had a healthy little boy in Zagreb, Croatia, on July 30.

Mike and Elizabeth Ramsey Hines on the birth of their 
daughter, Warner Ramsey Hines, on July 28, 2018, in 

Boston, MA. Grandparents are Jean and Robert Ramsey.  
Great-grandparents are Liz and John Ramsey.

Bethany and William Liles on the birth of their daughter, 
Elizabeth Townsend Liles, on Sunday, July 22, 2018.  

Proud and helpful big sister is Marion.

Elizabeth and Justin Mooneyhan on the birth of their 
daughter, Francis Marsh Mooneyhan, on July 26, 2018.  

Proud big sister is Lillian.

CONTINUING CONCERNS:
Mary Bolen Burns

Gayle Cherry
Bill Heyne 

Hale Hooper 
Malcolm Lewis

David McDowell
JoAnn Patterson

Al Richardson
Meredith Scannella, a WCC choir member  

Nikki Schmutz 
June Stewart

Barrett Sutton
Isse Waddey

MILITARY:
Dave Albritton, deployment, nephew of Dave & Pat Malone

FAMILY OF MEMBERS - CONCERNS:
Grady Hardin, father of Paul Hardin
Gavin Duke’s brother, Burton Duke

Martha Duff’s sister, Barbara 
Katie Vaughn - cousin of Phil Schmutz

WOODMONT’S ELDERS INVITE YOU TO 
JOIN THEM IN PRAYER FOR:

  
- To remember that God is sovereign over all things
- For quiet strength to enable us to live in the place 

where God has put us and to be content
- To walk humbly before our God

- To have a love-based understanding of God.

   

JULY 15: 
JULY 22:
JULY 29:

AUGUST 5:

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL:

297
172
272
276

ATTENDANCE:
919
623
650
651

OPERATING:
$38,120
$49,297
$14,868
$34,926

Sunday, August 12
LAST CHANCE CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTO DAY

9 AM TO 1 PM, GATHERING HALL
9:30 a.m. Informal Worship, Sanctuary 

9:45 a.m. The Bridge Worship, Drowota Hall
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary

  
Monday, August 13

3:00 p.m. Geezers, Boardroom

Tuesday, August 14
9:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Group, Campbell-Stone 

Wednesday, August 15
6:15 a.m. Men’s Small Group, Room 100

7:00 a.m. “Original” Men’s Bible Study, Room 105
7:00 a.m. Younger Men’s Bible Study,  Boardroom

6:30 p.m. Holy Yoga, Room 200

Calendar

Next 13-week series begins Wednesday, Sep. 12, 6:15 PM.
To register, visit woodmontchristian.org.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 
9:30, 9:45, & 11 A.M. 

DR. DONOVAN MCABEE 
PREACHING
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