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Congregational Meeting & Election is Sunday, 
June 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

We will elect leadership nominees as well as approve the 
budget for 2018-2019.  The 2018 Nominee Slate booklet is 

available in the Narthex & Gathering Hall.

Installation of newly elected leaders is Sunday,
June 24 at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

JULY 10, 2018

Millie Pullen, daughter of Travis and Caroline
Sunday, July 8

CHILD DEDICATION

Tim & Hadley Reynolds 
with Ricky, Larkin, 

& Haven 

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS!

Andrew and Emily 
Pfeffer with Emma

Will and Louise 
Alexander with Margaret 

and Houston
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For the most up-to-date information, download 
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app. 

Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.

Woodmont Christian Church
3601 Hillsboro Pike

Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563

www.woodmontchristian.org 

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister 
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care

Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation

 Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care 

M I N I S T E R I A L  S TA F F

S U P P O R T  S TA F F
Chris Beck • Business Administrator

Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager

Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant

Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director 
Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director 

Katie Sheridan-Gossage • Assistant Youth Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge 

Stephen Daniel King • Worship Leader, The Bridge
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director

Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator    
    

P R O G R A M  S TA F F

75th Music Celebration
Sunday, July 8 •  Photos by Steve Lowry

New Leadership
On July 1, 2018, Robin Heyne 

began her term as Woodmont’s 
Elder Chair and Billy Crawford 

began his term as Woodmont’s 
Board Chair.  

Robin Heyne                      Billy Crawford
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75 Years of Faith, Hope, and Love
by Clay Stauffer

This Sunday we will officially celebrate the 75th birthday of Woodmont Christian Church.  There will be two worship 
services in the morning (9:30 & 11:00, No Bridge service because of the banquet), a special concert at 3:00 pm in the 
sanctuary, and a banquet at 5:00 pm in Drowota Hall with Governor Haslam speaking.  Woodmont Christian Church has 
been sustained over the past 75 years by many factors, among them faith, hope, and love.  

FAITH. Faith in the one true God who created all of us in his image, who sustains us through prayer, scripture, service, 
and fellowship with others.  Faith in the God who reached out and revealed himself to us in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  Faith in the one true God in whom we live and move and have our being.  Faith in the one true God who makes 
anything and everything possible as long as we believe.

HOPE.  Hope that our future can be better than our past.  Hope that the work and legacy of those who have gone before 
us will be kept alive for years and years to come.  Hope that Woodmont will continue to change lives through its ongoing 
ministries and mission.  Hope that our church will continue to serve as a “house of prayer to all people” with a strong 
commitment to hospitality and generosity.  Hope that the possibilities of the future are limitless. 

LOVE.  It’s the love of God made evident in Jesus Christ.  Love is what the gospel is all about and love is what holds 
everything together in life and in the church.  Love is what being a Christian is all about.  Paul says that, “Love is patient, 
kind, not envious, boastful, arrogant, or rude.  It is not irritable or resentful.  It does not insist on its own way.  It bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.”  

As we look ahead to the future, it will be faith, hope, and love that sustains Woodmont for another 75 years.  Dr. Drowota 
once said that he dreamed of, “A church of the warm-hearted, open-minded, adventurous spirit; a church of the people.  
A church that is high, low, and broad.  As high as the ideals of Jesus, as low as the humblest person, as broad as the love of 
God.  A working, worshipping, and saving church.  A church that interprets truth in terms of the times … and challenges 
times in terms of the truth.  A church that inspires courage for this life and hope for the life to come.  A church worthy of 
our best.”  On Sunday, we will talk about how we can keep that dream alive in the years ahead.

Starting on July 20th, I will be on a six-week sabbatical through Labor Day.  I am given a six-week sabbatical every three 
years, and I am grateful for this time to renew, recharge, and be with my family.  The other ministers will fill the pulpit 
while I am away.  Roy will be the point person on staff for other administrative and pastoral matters given his background 
as a senior minister.  We have a very capable and talented staff, and they all have a lot to offer.  Here are my four main 
objectives for this time:

 • Personal renewal and self-care.  Losing some weight if I can.
 • Valuable time with Megan and my three children.
 • Early work on a new book.
 • Planning and visioning for Woodmont’s next chapter.  

I appreciate your thoughts and prayers during this time.  You will certainly be in mine.

Blessings,

            

 Summer Sabbatical
by Clay Stauffer
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Throughout the Decades
by Ashley Buchanan

I have wandered around Woodmont Christian Preschool 
since I was 10 years old. Over half of my life has been 
spent helping my mom move from class to class, 
volunteering in the Princess Room at the Carnival, and 
forming relationships with the amazing women who 
work with children in this building Monday through 
Friday. But it wasn’t until I was 13 years old that I found 
out what Woodmont Christian Church was. What the 
holiness that filled this space on Sundays really felt like. 

The past 8 years of my life have been filled with countless 
hours worshipping in Drowota Hall, knocking down 
walls in the youth wing, and now, sitting on couches in 
the CYF room helping students build a relationship with 
God. 

This building became more than square footage the day 
I realized that God’s abundant love is for all people. These 
bricks became my foundation when I heard the true 
importance of the Communion Table the second Sunday 
my mom, sister, and I came to the Bridge. Woodmont 
became my legacy when I watched my family mourn my 
niece and celebrate my nephew’s dedication because 
this community surrounded us during both. 

The support system that fills this place does not stop 
on Sundays, but continues throughout the week, 
throughout the years, and throughout the decades. 
This is the 75th anniversary of this church, and I pray 
that we only continue to do the Lord’s work through 
this congregation for the next 75 years. But my prayer 
for you? I pray deeply that  you can remember the exact 
moment when you realized that this place, these people, 
were your home. 

Woodmont Youth in Guatemala, June 22-29, 2018
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Come and See (John 1:35-46)
by Chris Cox

What do you say when you know what you say will fall short? That was the question that tugged at me as I wondered 
what I would say about Guatemala when I returned home. Fortunately, I received help. One night, I was talking 
with Chico, the head of the Unbound Center. I asked him if there was any message that he wanted us to share with 
Woodmont.

Chico thought for a moment and said that the first thing he wanted to express was gratitude. This congregation has 
done so much for the people in Guatemala from sponsoring scores of children and the elderly to raising the funds 
to build multiple houses for families who needed reliable shelter. Through Unbound, Woodmont has given so much 
to the Guatemalan people, and Chico wanted you to know that he was profoundly grateful for that generosity.

The second thing he asked me to do was to extend an invitation to come and see what Unbound is doing in 
Guatemala. It echoed a theme present among the staff throughout the week; they truly desired for people to 
experience what was going on first-hand. The staff at Unbound wanted others to see the people of Guatemala 
and talk to them, to walk the dirt and gravel roads of their villages, to get a sense of what life is like and how this 
organization is trying to partner with families to empower them. Chico wanted me to ask that you would consider 
coming down and seeing for yourselves what is happening in Guatemala.

Chico’s invitation reminded me of a story that occurs in the first chapter of John’s gospel. In this passage, Jesus 
begins to call his disciples and those first few disciples invite other people to come along. Phillip runs to tell his friend 
Nathanael about this rabbi from Nazareth who he believes to be the messiah. Nathanael scoffs at the mention of 
this backwater town from which Jesus hails. “Nazareth? Could anything good possibly come from Nazareth?” Phillip 
responds to his skeptical friend, “Come and see.”

One can easily insert any location into Nathanael’s dismissive attitude towards Nazareth. You, I, Nathanael, and 
whoever else would do well to remember the opening line from Psalm 24: “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in 
it, the world and its inhabitants too.” So whenever we ask whether anything good can come from there, the answer 
is, “It is part of God’s good creation and even though it may have its issues, something good, something beautiful 
can come from there.” Within us all, because we are made in the image of God, there is capacity for something good 
to come from anywhere.

Can anything good possibly come out of Guatemala? I’m sure most of you don’t really ask that question. It is not a 
question that I asked. But just in case there is any Nathanael-like attitude lingering, I can say definitively that, yes, 
good flows throughout that country every single day. I have seen it with my own eyes. 

Midway through our week, our youth group met in the chapel for a time of prayer and reflection. As part of that 
time, I asked everyone to share one of their favorite memories from the week thus far. Over two dozen stories 
spilled out: stories of bonding with sponsored children, of meeting communities of women who seek to lift up 
their neighborhoods, of watching a small child wave as he ran after our bus, stories of unbelievable joy, hope, and 
perseverance, stories of radical hospitality. Our students and adults came to Guatemala and they saw so much that 
was good.

I cheated a little bit and didn’t offer up a single memory. Rather I said to our students what I’ll say to you now: what 
I will remember most from this week is the eyes. I’ll remember how the eyes of our family’s sponsored children lit 
up like Christmas when they opened a bag to find superheroes, a few Hot Wheels cars, and Legos. I will remember 
the joy that danced in Franklin and Cristian’s eyes when they successfully tossed the basketball through the hoop.

I saw that joy throughout the gymnasium on sponsored friends day as children played, sang, and danced. In 
villages I saw tired eyes flicker with hope when they received bags of rice and beans that were possible because of 
sponsorships. I saw eyes filled with pride as parents spoke of how their children were in school or as they placed a 
home-cooked meal in front of us or showed us their home. Their eyes humbled me.



75th Birthday Sunday, July 15
Chi-Rho Camp, Bethany Hills
9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary, Sun. School 
 Mary Caroline Thompson child dedication
 9:45 A.M. The Bridge canceled this week due   
    to Birthday Sunday setup in Drowota Hall
11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary, Sun. School 
3:00 p.m. 75th Music Celebration concert, Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Birthday Sunday Dinner Program with 
The Honorable Governor of Tennessee Bill Haslam, 
United States Senator Lamar Alexander, Cane Ridge 
Revival, & the Woodmont Consort
  
Monday, July 16
Chi-Rho Camp, Bethany Hills
3:00 p.m. Geezers, Boardroom

Tuesday, July 17, Bethany Hills
Chi-Rho Camp
9:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Group, Campbell-Stone 

Wednesday, July 18
Chi-Rho Camp, Bethany Hills
5:30 p.m. Summer Gospel Sing-Along, Room 105
6:15 p.m. Potluck Dinner, Drowota Hall
6:30 p.m. Holy Yoga, Room 200

Thursday, July 19
Chi-Rho Camp, Bethany Hills

Friday, July 20
Chi-Rho Camp, Bethany Hills

Saturday July 21 
Chi-Rho Camp, Bethany Hills

Calendar

Charlie Bearden 7/1
Sarah Rollins 7/1

Gavin Williams 7/2
Montgomery Stauffer 7/7

Olivia Burks 7/9
Wade Stauffer 7/10
Diane French 7/10
Ava Ramsey 7/11

Ruthie Rogers 7/12
Andy Donahoe 7/13
Charlotte Lewis 7/14

Isaiah Gung 7/15
Michael Holscher 7/15

July 1st-15th Birthdays

I also won’t forget the eyes of our students. The way in which they 
were totally locked in to their sponsored children. Throughout 
the week whenever we got off the bus, their eyes were on the 
women, men, and children we met. Despite the differences in 
cultures, in languages, I could see genuine love flow from the 
Guatemalans to our students and back. What I saw convicted 
me, it inspired me, and it challenged me.

I would not have seen any of this had I not gone. I have seen 
hundreds of pictures from Guatemala and heard countless 
stories and they were all beautiful. Yet, none of it did justice to 
being there, to experiencing it for myself. All of which brings me 
back to what Phillip said: “Come and see.” 

As followers of Jesus, we are to do just that: follow. We cannot 
just sit on the sidelines, but we have to get up to go and see 
where God is working in the world around us. And I am not just 
talking about getting up and going to Guatemala. The earth and 
everything in it is the Lord’s, and God is at work everywhere. Go 
to Room at the Inn. Go to the Nashville Food Project. Because 
this is what happens when we go and see what God is up to: we 
want to be a part of it. 

Jesus knew that Andrew just needed to see and he would follow. 
Phillip knew the same about Nathanael. Chico knows that if you 
see what Unbound is doing in Guatemala, you’ll want to be a 
part of that. I know that if you witness the good people serving 
at the Food Project or Room at the Inn or a ton of other places, 
you’ll want to be a part of it. You and I are called to follow Jesus 
and that means getting out there, seeing people, and loving 
them. Doing that changes everything. Believe me. I have seen 
it with my own eyes.

  Come and See (John 1:35-46) by Chris Cox continued from page 5
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PRAYERS FOR OUR
CHURCH FAMILY

SYMPATHY TO:
Jerri Malloy and Steve Lowry on the 

death of Jerri’s father-in-law, Jim 
Malloy,  on Thursday, July 5, 2018.  A 
memorial service will be held in the 

near future.

NEW CONCERNS:
Meredith Scannella, a WCC choir 

member will have surgery tomorrow, 
July 10 at Sarah Cannon 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Lilly and Cameron Martinez on the 

birth of their son, Luca Maverick 
Martinez, on June 17, 2018. He was 

born 6 weeks early and spent 3 weeks 
in the NICU at Tristar Centennial 

Women and Children’s Hospital.  He 
is home now and doing great.  Big 

brother is Abel.  

Amanda and Kyle Thomas on the 
birth of their daughter, Charlie 
Rae Thomas, on April 20, 2018.  
Grandmother is Marcia Ryder.

IN THE HOSPITAL:
Mary Bolen Burns, infant daughter of 
Bethany and Jake Burns, St. Thomas 

PICU - scheduled to come home 
Wednesday, July 11

CONTINUING CONCERNS:
Gayle Cherry

Bill Heyne 
Hale Hooper - The Cumberland at 

Green Hills, Room 425
Malcomb Lewis
Sheila Mathias

JoAnn Patterson
Al Richardson
Nikki Schmutz 
Barrett Sutton

Lynne Thompson 
Isse Waddey

MILITARY:
Dave Albritton, deployment, nephew 

of Dave and Pat Malone

FAMILY OF MEMBERS - CONCERNS:
Gavin Duke’s brother, Burton Duke

Martha Duff’s sister, Barbara 

ELDERS’ PRAYER CORNER
  -Remember our first love, Jesus Christ

  -Remember who we are in Christ
  

-Remember the power of the gospel

  -Remember the need to depend on 
Christ

 
 -Remember that we are ambassadors 

for Christ

Guatemala Youth Commissioning
The Bridge, Sunday, June 17, 2018

   

JUNE 17:
JUNE 24:

JULY 1:
JULY 8:

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
324
314
275
338

ATTENDANCE:
882
812
695
794

OPERATING:
$48,312
$88,436
$41,126

$28,450

Kevin Baird, son of Debbie and Mal Baird, has recently been 
promoted to the rank of Colonel in the U.S. Army.  Kevin grew up at 

Woodmont and completed his Eagle Scout project here with Boy 
Scout Troup #92, which still meets here every Monday night.

He is currently stationed in Virginia.

I want to express my deep appreciation to our many fellow Christians 
for the prayers, cards, food, and phone calls that came my way during 

my recovery from my right knee replacement.

- Everett Davis

Thank you!

Congratulations!
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