The Spire

WOODMONT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

APRIL 3, 2018

PHOTOS BY STEVE LOWRY

Easter 2018

Wednesdays at Woodmont

APRIL 4
Racial Justice & Racial Reconciliation with guest speaker Dr.
Teresa Smallwood, Associate Director of the Vanderbilt Divinity
School Public Theology and Racial Justice Collaborative
APRIL 11
Public Education with guest speaker Garlinda Burton from the
Children’s Defense Fund Nashville office and Director of the
CDF Nashville Freedom School Partnership
APRIL 18
Economic Equality, Poverty, and Affordable Housing with guest
speakers Rev. Tamika Robertson from Dixon Memorial United
Methodist Church & Mike Hodge, from Nashville Organized for
Action & Hope (NOAH)
APRIL 25
Criminal Justice with guest speaker Dr. Rosevelt Noble
from Vanderbilt University

M I N I S T E R I A L S TA F F

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care
Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation
Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care

P R O G R A M S TA F F

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director
Katie Sheridan-Gossage • Assistant Youth Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge
Stephen Daniel King • Worship Leader, The Bridge
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director

S U P P O R T S TA F F

Also in April, Woodmont member
Julie Ingman will be facilitating a
discussion group on Brené Brown’s
works, particularly her book Daring
Greatly. After spending the past sixteen
years studying courage, vulnerability,
empathy, and shame, Brené Brown’s
impact as an acclaimed researcher,
writer, and speaker are tremendous.

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant
Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director
Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director

Brown is the author of four #1 New York Times bestsellers:
The Gifts of Imperfection, Daring Greatly, Rising Strong, and
Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the
Courage to Stand Alone.

For the most up-to-date information, download
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app.
Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.

Her TED talk The Power of Vulnerability is one of the top
five most viewed TED talks in the world with over
30 million views.

Woodmont Christian Church
3601 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563
www.woodmontchristian.org
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by Clay Stauffer
On Sunday, I said that Easter presents us with an opportunity for a new way of living that should be considered
revolutionary. It includes forgiving others, overcoming fear, being humble, showing compassion, and providing
healing to a broken world. Those who know the risen Christ will do their best to live by these principles. This new
way of living also involves generosity. We are now moving into our annual stewardship campaign which provides
us another way to express our faith. During the month of April we ask all of our members to prayerfully consider
what you can do to support the mission and ministries of Woodmont for another church year (beginning July 1st).
Receiving “estimates of giving” each spring is how we responsibly set our operating budget.
Everything that our church does depends on the generosity of our members. Megan and I write our check to
Woodmont every month knowing first hand that this church is changing lives on a regular basis. Three styles of
worship, many small groups, ongoing mission and outreach, children’s ministry, youth ministry, young professionals,
outreach grants, music ministry, Room in the Inn, Walk Thru Bethlehem, Morgan Scott, Habitat, Guatemala
sponsorships, Nashville Food Project, the Woodmont Preschool, facility upkeep, keeping a talented staff –
EVERYTHING we do as a church completely depends on the generosity of our congregation. Each year our goal is
simple: to keep moving forward in faith knowing that giving and generosity is an act of faith and a spiritual discipline.
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
I am recommending a book by Clif Christopher called Rich Church, Poor Church. It is an insightful stewardship
resource as we think about how we can best support Woodmont and its ministries. We have copies available in
Spire Books. Christopher says, “Rich (generous) churches constantly talk about how the church is there to address
the needs of the world. It exists to feed the hungry and clothe the naked and bring sight to the blind and care for
the sick and visit those in prison. The church sees itself as a prescription for a sick world and each member of the
church is called upon to be a healer and helper” (pp. 92-93) Being a part of Woodmont allows all of us to be a part of
something bigger than ourselves. Generosity makes all the difference. The church is here to change lives and spread
the love of Christ to a hurting world. We remain focused on our mission: “Growing Disciples of Christ by Seeking
God, Sharing love, and Serving others.” Here is a snapshot of how our stewardship dollars are used right now to live
the mission of Woodmont:

C U R R E N T S T E WA R D S H I P B U D G E T
YOUTH &
YOUNG ADULTS
$422,165
15%

ADMINISTRATION
$131,661
5%

CHILDREN &
FAMILIES
$502,909
18%

WORSHIP
$621,810
22%

Thank you for continuing to faithfully
support the mission and ministries of
Woodmont so that we can continue be
the hands a feet of Christ in this world.
		

With sincere gratitude,

SPIRITUAL
FORMATION
$487,869
18%

MISSION & OUTREACH
$596,086
22%

For the month of April, Clay is
recommending the book Rich Church,
Poor Church by Clif Christopher.
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More Easter Days
by Farrell Mason

The question I hear the most in my life is, “Farrell, where are you?” It could be my son, Charlie, calling me from the lacrosse
field and I am standing in the grocery store check-out line. Or Finn calls “momma” from his crib after nap time, and I am
in the kitchen chopping vegetables for dinner. More than I would like to admit, it is often one of my daughters calling me
from the after-school pick up line, “Mom, where are you?”—and I am still sitting at my computer trying to craft that final
sentence of the day. Thanks to the mastermind, Steve Jobs, and his GPS app, my husband and children can now pinpoint
my exact location, and even “ping” me to let me know they are trying to find me.
God calls out to me too, “Farrell, where are you?” God is not calling for my physical location. God wants to know the
coordinates of my soul. And God is not afraid to “ping” me to get my attention, especially when I am not where God would
like me to be.
Every day we get to choose where we live in mind, body and spirit. I believe the three days of Easter are metaphors for
where we are in life and in faith: Good Friday, the day Jesus suffered the tragic fate of crucifixion on the cross where all
appeared lost; Black Saturday, the day Jesus was entombed and fate hung in the balance; and Easter Sunday, the day Jesus
was resurrected and goodness prevailed.
If God was to “ping” you right now, where would He find you?
Are you at the cross? No one willingly chooses to visit this dark land, but each of us will spend time here over our lifetimes.
Things happen that we cannot understand, control or fix on this side of heaven. You know you are standing in the shadow
of the cross when your heart hurts within you, either because you have been greatly disappointed by life or have lost
something or someone very dear to you: a loved one, a relationship, a dream, your health, your home. Anger, grief, despair
and cynicism about the world and God’s sometimes “questionably” benevolent operation in it near overtakes your heart.
For a time, your world goes dark, but inside, the mysterious quiet soul knows it is not meant to stay here. In Nature and in
the human story there is an underlying pattern; winter is followed by spring; death is followed by resurrection. If we can
hold on to this truth down the black hole of suffering, one day we will rise, transformed. We will live to tell the story that at
the moment of our greatest vulnerability, God was there, and joy did return in the morning.
Black Saturday is the last place the soul wants to be and yet this is where humanity spends many of its breaths. This is the
eery in-between, a no-man’s land, a “purgatory” where we vacillate between inner darkness and flickering light, doubt
and faith, despair and hope, death and life. The reality of Black Saturday is this: You know you cannot go back to the way
things were before the cross, but you also cannot yet see a new way forward. On Black Saturday, you may flounder, living
in the past, or wasting your precious life and all its creative energy, fearing the future. Somewhere you missed Jesus’s divine
memo: No one can add a single day to life by worrying. Spiritually “stuck,” you suffer in silence with an inner restlessness
that nothing of this world or your doing can dispel. Daily, even minute-to-minute, you can live in this uncertain and
unsettling land relying on your own wavering strength. Every time this will fail. It is not until you can pray the words, “I trust
You, Thy will be done,” that you have a chance of reaching the Easter horizon.
And lastly, there is the Easter Sunday-living. This is the place of relief where you have figured out God’s secret that you
cannot force your will on life. Rather, you must surrender and allow your divinely-supported destiny to unfold. The single
greatest evidence for Easter living is contentment in all things. You know your mind and heart are in this glorious space
because no matter how many visits or how long the stay at the cross or how often you fall into the quicksand of doubts,
deep down you know it will not last forever. God will come for you. A rising small or grand will take place in your life. You
will be redeemed.
Easter spirits see beauty and goodness despite life’s ugly graffiti. When they walk into a room, they actually radiate—
always searching for divine clues to help them live with purpose and joy. They bring their souls to everything they do, from
marriages, to parenting, to their homes, in work, friendships, upsetting circumstances and a worldview. At every turn, they
add to the sum of kindness in the world, not subtract. They are convinced goodness will prevail. Why? Because daily they
take the leap of faith and choose to trust God with all that they are and all whom they love. They live day-to-day counting
blessings, so grateful for the opportunity to participate for however long in this one precious life.
How do we live more Easter days in our short stay here?
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Steve LaForge joins
Woodmont staff
Steve Laforge will be joining the Woodmont
staff part-time May 1st as our new Mission Field
Coordinator. We are grateful for the talent and
passion he brings to the church.
Woodmont is also in the process of hiring a new
part-time Minister for Mission and Outreach.

Calendar

Bethany Hills Update
As you may know we trying to make some much needed improvements to
Bethany Hills. On Saturday, April 14, we need many volunteers to paint the
Manager’s House and to move discarded items to an on-site dumpster. Work
will begin at 9:00 A.M. and lunch will be provided. Please let us know if you can
join us and give a little back to Bethany Hills. If you cannot be there but would
like to help, you can make a donation through Woodmont to Bethany Hills.
Contact subatson@gmail.com or ralph.parsons@comcast.net

Monday, April 9
3:00 p.m. Geezers, Boardroom

April Book Club Meeting
The WCC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, April 17th, at 10:30 in Room 100.
Sallye Galloway will lead a discussion of Rita Sepetys’book, Salt to the Sea, a
historical fiction account of the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff during WW II.

More Easter Days by Farrell Mason

Baptism Sunday, April 8
9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary, Sun. School
Disciples Class Baptisms
9:45 a.m. Worship at The Bridge, Drowota Hall
11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary, Sun. School
5:00 p.m. Jubilation Youth Choir, Youth Wing
5:45 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Wing
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I believe the answer lies in how much agency we give our souls to
guide us; what we hold as absolute truths to ground us; and the
resiliency of our faith.
It is a “lifetime project” to make sense (peace) with our remarkable
humanity and spark of divinity, and then, with as much grace as we
can muster, help God bring a little of heaven down to earth.
To live in an Easter state of mind and heart is to know that although
the world may disappoint, God will never disappoint. God loved us
first, loves us through this beautiful, sometimes brutal adventure
and will love us into the hereafter. It is to accept God’s call to
become “little saviors” in this broken world, dedicated to helping
others to rise up. Easter spirits know that God identifies us by our
soul. The soul is the part of us that is good and luminous, hopes,
loves purely, instinctively knows God and will live on. The soul
remembers where it came from—Eternity, and longs for glimpses
of eternal things here: God, beauty, laughter, nature, love, peace. The
greatest compliment that could be given to you or me is that we are
magnanimous, meaning we bear a “magna” (great) “animous” (soul).
God is calling, Where are you? If you are not in the enchanted land
of Easter, how do you get there? Easter is available to you always.
Love well and love all the time. This was God’s message through
Jesus 2,000 years ago, today and every day. Live in the awe and
wonder of what this love can do. Love made us. Love sustains us.
Love saves us.

Tuesday, April 10
7:00 a.m. Exploring the Contemplative Path, Campbell West
9:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Group, Campbell-Stone
10:30 a.m. CWF Circle #2, Room 105
6:00 p.m. Handbells Rehearsal, Choir Room
Wednesday, April 11
6:15 a.m. Men’s Small Group, Room 100
7:00 a.m. “Original” Men’s Bible Study, Room 105
7:00 a.m. Younger Men’s Bible Study, Boardroom
5:30 p.m. Grace Notes practice, Kids’ Commons
5:45 p.m. Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, D.H.
6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:30 p.m. Issues That Matter: Public Education with 		
Garlinda Burton, Drowota Hall
6:30 p.m. Brené Brown Discussion Group with Julie 		
Ingman, Room 100
6:30 p.m. Waiting in Hope, Campbell West

Why do 2 letters to Corinth matter?
1 Corinthians 13:4 says love is patient, love is kind....
we all recognize it. But how relevant are the rest of
the two letters written almost two millennia ago?
Are there any parallels between the Greco-Roman
world and time of Paul, which was known for being
competitive, status-obsessed and morally decadent,
and our modern world?
Join the Seekers study and discussion of how Paul’s
counsel to the Corinthians can help us today. Coffee
and fellowship begin on Sundays at 8:15 before
discussion at 8:30 in Room 100. Copies of the N.T.
Wright study guide are available in Woodmont’s
bookstore.

What is a Stewardship Campaign?
by Anne-Marie Farmer

During the month of April, you’ll be hearing a lot about stewardship and be
asked to make a pledge to commit your financial support of our church and
its ministries. Some people new to this church or new to church attendance
entirely may be wondering what stewardship is all about and why returning a
pledge card is so important.
The word “stewardship” means the job of taking care of something. In church
vocabulary, stewardship means the job that members have of caring for and
supporting their church, and typically refers to financial gifts. The stewardship
campaign is the time each year when we encourage all members to consider
what they can commit to giving over the upcoming fiscal year. You might
have previously attended a church where members did not make pledges in
advance and simply gave over the course of a year. It’s difficult for the church
to plan and budget without an idea of what contributions to expect, and so
at Woodmont we ask that each member prayerfully consider what they can
pledge to give. Don’t be deterred from pledging for fear that your financial
situation might change. Your pledge is just your estimate of what you intend
to give, and if you need to alter it during the year, you can always do so. Your
offerings for the year can be made at one time, weekly, or at any frequency
you prefer.
You’ll hear a lot over the upcoming weeks about all the important ministries
that your gifts make possible. Whether you pledge a large or small amount, I
believe you’ll find that making a commitment to support our ministries with
your donations over the next year is an important aspect of being part of the
church family and an act of discipleship. You should receive a pledge card
in the mail, and you can also find one in the pews during worship. You can
return your card in the offering plate any Sunday during April or mail it to the
church office, or you can pledge online at our website. If you have questions
about the stewardship campaign or about making a pledge, any of our
ministers would be happy to talk with you.

Do you have a graduating senior
who would like to participate in
Youth Sunday and/or Woodmont’s
Senior Banquet on Sunday, May 6?
Email katie@woodmontcc.org ASAP!

PRAYERS FOR OUR
CHURCH FAMILY
SYMPATHY TO:
Lisa Russell on the loss of her
husband, John Russell, March 29,
2018 after a brave battle with cancer.
Funeral scheduled for Saturday, April
7, 2018 at WCC. Visitation from 11:00
am - 12:00 and service at 12:00 noon.
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Jessica and Brandon Wibben, on
the birth of a daughter, Olivia James
Wibben on March 19, 2018.
NEW CONCERNS:
Gary Walker
CONTINUING CONCERNS:
LuAnn Brent
Ben Cherry, at home (visitors
welcomed)
Gayle Cherry
Jan Goans, Signature Health Rehab on
Wedgwood
Hale Hooper - Richland Place
JoAnn Patterson
Jim Phillips
Al Richardson, The Meadows
Tate Rogers
Lynne Thompson
Isse Waddey
George Wiles, infant son of Brent and
Ann Wiles
FAMILY OF MEMBERS - CONCERNS:
David Reynolds’ father, Dale, in Fort
Worth, TX - Surgery
Martha Duff’s sister, Barbara - cancer
Pam Groom’s father, Gary Jones,
hospital in Louisville, KY

PRAYERS FOR
OUR WORLD

This week, Woodmont’s elders
ask you to pray specifically for:

MARCH 11:
MARCH 18:
MARCH 25:
APRIL 1:

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
379
361
411
NA

ATTENDANCE:
860
910
1052
1869
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OPERATING:
$22,156
$49,979
$33,828
$72,394

The police and first responders who
give their lives to protect us.
The military who serve abroad to keep
our country safe.
Those affected by the weather across
our country.
The youth of our church.
Our Ministers who serve this church so
faithfully.
Safe travels for those traveling on
Spring break.
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New Elder & Deacon Chairs

