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ELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
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Amanda and Drew Smlth
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Brent and Anne Wiles with Buford and Charles

May 14, 2017 May 14,2017

Laura Crenhaw | Bill and Allison Adams Rn and Gail Reinhard
May 21,2017 May 21,2017 May 21,2017

CHILD DEDI\CATIONS SUNDAY MAY 21

James ukeriﬁon, son of Randy and Jennifer Drinnon Clark Barton Rollins, son of Clark and Lynasey Rollins
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New CWF President

Installation of new CWF leadership at

June 6 meeting, 11 AM, Room 105 ‘ WOODMONT

) A\ )

At the June 6 CWF meeting, we will have ( HRI ;g/ N Jt hH ltl ~CH
the installation of our new president, -www.woo HIQRLCGRELLIA:0LE
Mary Hawkins, our new president elect,
Gail Reinhard, and six new circle leaders:
Jade Forlidas, Carol Hankla, Mandy Lowe,
Pat Malone, Jane Clay Meadors, and Pam
Zimmerman.

OUR MISSION:
Growing Disciples of Christ by Seeking God,
Sharing Love, and Serving Others.

Mary Hawkins is a lifelong member of

Woodmont Christian Church. In fact, her OUR CORE VALUES:

N s grandparents, Mary and Charles Hawkins, vl ,
were charter members of Woodmont, and her father, Charlie Hawkins, Outstanding Worship
signed the charter when he was eight years old. Mary’s mother, Lee O.Utre“h >
Ann, and grandmother, Mary, each served as president of CWF. She has D'.‘%.re“t Tra.d'.t'O”S
served Woodmont as a Sunday School teacher, Vacation Bible School Mission & Ministry
teacher, and Walk through Bethlehem participant and served with On The Move
Woodmont outreach programs such at Room at the Inn, The Nashville Nurturing

Food Project and others. Transforming

Mary is retired from a 27 year in commercial real estate. She fills her
time with her art and classes at Vanderbilt working towards a Masters in
Liberal Arts and Science and volunteer work. And taking care of her two

WOODMONT'S MINISTERIAL STAFF

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer « Minister of Adult Education & Church Life

dogS, Nana and Mr. Brown Paws. Rev. Justin Gung * Minister of Children & Congregational Care
Farrell Mason « Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care
Mary'’s daughter and son-in-law, MaryAllen and Jelle Vanasten, live in Rev. Chris Cox + Minister of Youth & Their Families

Michael Graham « Director of Music Ministry
Mary Clare Pyron « Parish Nurse
Katie Sheridan Gossage * Assistant Youth Ministry Director
The last CWF meeting this year is June 6 at 11:00 in Room 105 and lunch U AL Rl el
will follow at noon. There will be no board meeting in June. Ancra Moran « Creative Director, “The Bridge
Stephen Daniel King « Worship Leader

Abby McLean « Children’s Ministry Director

Anne-Marie Farmer « Director of Small Groups & Connections

Gent, Belgium.

WOODMONT’S SUPPORT STAFF

Chris Beck * Business Administrator
Mandy Barton Brown « Executive Assistant
Russell Davis « Accompanist
Martha Duff « Director of Preschool
Sam Marsh « Property & Facilities Manager
Matt Diffenderfer » Communications Director
Jan Anderson ¢ Administrative Assistant

For assistance, please call the church office at

615.297.8563 or email info(@woodmontcc.org

Get the most up-to-date information at
www.woodmontchristian.org

WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, Woodmont Christian Church
THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO. 3601 Hillsboro Road

- MATTHEW 6:21 Nashville, Tennessee 37215

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR PLEDGE YET? 615.297.8563

Pledge online at woodmontchristian.org/pledge

www.woodmontchristian.org
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Goals for Woodmont
by Clay Stauffer

| have always believed in the concept of setting goals and knowing priorities. It's been said before that, “if you don’t know
where you are going, any road will get you there.” Goals can give us direction and purpose and can allow us to align our
time and energy towards the things that matter most. Goals can keep us focused and prevent us from being distracted
by things that aren’t as important. Back in March, | shared ten basic goals with the Woodmont Board and | would like to
share them here with the congregation. Some of these are short term and some are longer term. These ten are not in any
particular order because they are all important.

1) LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT - Invest more intentional time in leadership development and training with the
Board, Elders, and Deacons. Enhance the role of Deacons. We are blessed to have the depth of leadership talent that we do
at Woodmont.

2) CHILDRENS/FAMILY MINISTRY - Maintain and build on the momentum that we currently have. Welcome new
families and get them connected into the life of the church. Provide opportunities that strengthen families, marriages, and
parenting skills.

3) CONNECTION - Continue to get new members plugged into the life of the church. Recruit small group leaders
who can start additional small groups. Challenge established members to reach out and connect with newer members.
4) EVERY MEMBER IN MINISTRY - Work to make sure every member has a ministry or mission they are involved in
and passionate about. Help our members discover their spiritual gifts so that they can use those gifts to serve others.

5) STEWARDSHIP - Grow Stewardship participation numbers (pledging units) and move closer to a $3 Million
operating budget. We have made significant progress with this year’s campaign. Cultivate a culture of generosity and
sacrificial giving of time, talent, and treasure.

6) CAMPUS PLAN - Complete drawings of a south end addition (chapel and additional children’s classrooms below),
get bids, and talk to major donors. This concept came out of the visioning process a few years ago.

7) YOUTH MINISTRY - Successfully transition the Disciples class (5th graders) into the youth group. Get our youth
more involved in worship. Build stronger connections among the youth parents.

8) MISSION & OUTREACH - Remain a missional church while being realistic about the number of organizations we
support. Grow our mission committee. Let South Hall continue to be a hub for mission and outreach as it has been for
many years.

9) STAFFING - Continue to keep the right people on the team and align staff with areas of strength and giftedness.
Keep the staff working together to live out our mission. Support the staff and encourage them to do self-care.

10) THE BRIDGE - Grow the worship attendance at the Bridge to closer to 100. Raise greater awareness that we now
offer contemporary worship in the morning.

There is a lot going on at Woodmont. It’s a busy place. These goals certainly do not encompass everything but they do
touch on many of the areas that are very important for the life of the church. It is also important for us to be aware of our
core values as a church: Welcoming, Outstanding Worship, Outreach, Different Traditions, Mission and Ministry, On the
Move, Nurturing, Transforming. These values remind us of who we are as a congregation as we get ready to celebrate the
church’s 74th birthday in July.

Blessings,

<15
Stewardship Update

Pledge totals as of May 23, 2017

$3,000,000
Total Budget 329
I Total Committed $2,532,492
$2,500,000 e=fll==Total # of Commitments $2,419,375 $2,419,625

$2,229,000 $2,224,695 92,245,751
$2,100,000
$2,000,000 $1,967,063 $1,977,221
T $1.802.624 $1,845,133
$1,730,819 $1,725,603
$1,565,200
$1,498,102 51,543,365
$1,500,000 $1,421,999
$1,327,717  1$1,330,209
$1,000,000 I I I
$_

2008/2009 2009/2010 2010/2011 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018
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Serve Somebody
by Thom Schuyler

Clay has been wonderfully persistent in guiding us into being a Missional congregation. This
is a large and laudable goal and there are infinite layers to its implementation. As the WCC
staff member with the privilege of working within our Mission and Outreach structures, | have
witnessed the great strides we are making toward this vision.

: In recent years my good friend, Steve LaForge, has served as Chair of our Missions Committee.
~~  Steve and his wife Deb have been tireless in their commitment to serving others and leading so many
of us into service, as well. They have led by example through their efforts with Habitat For Humanity, the
Morgan-Scott Project, Room In the Inn, Walk Through Bethlehem, Hope Force, International, Unbound and many other
projects of which most of us are unaware. Steve has decided to step down from his role as Chair of Missions at the end of
this fiscal year (June 30). | wish to express my gratitude for his focused and inspirational leadership and | urge each of you to
offer Steve a big Thank You for his service when you see him at Church.

This time of transition seems a perfect moment to encourage each of you to step up and become more involved in our
Mission initiatives. There are many opportunities to plug in at many levels for individuals, couples and families. And
these opportunities exist throughout the year. Most of our hands-on programs are local, some regional and a handful of
international projects, as well.

Please reach out to me by email (below) if you wish to join our Woodmont Missions group. We will keep you informed of
the opportunities to Serve Somebody.

Blessings,

Thom Schuyler
wccmissions14@gmail.com

KR I SEBN
THE JUNE MEETING OF THE WCC BOOK CLUB WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, |~ NAH
JUNE 20TH, AT 10:30 IN ROOM 107. A DISCUSSION OF "THE NIGHTINGALE" %«

BY KRISTIN HANNAH WILL BE LED BY GAYLE HUGHES. ALL ARE INVITED!

Picky Eater

by Andra Moran

When | was pregnant, | had a few prayers in regular rotation:

“Dear God, please let my baby be healthy and strong.”

“God, help me to be a good mother and to raise this child well.”

“God, please, please, please, please don’t let me have a kid who is a picky eater.”

My fervent prayer that | be spared a picky eater seems to have been answered. Now one year old,
- little Calla has an adventurous palate. She chows down on cabbage spring rolls from the Thai place

on our block, and eats spicy curries with the grown ups. She likes sushi and tortillas and barbecue and
asparagus, and like many people her age, she delights in mac and cheese.

Eating at the table with Calla is one of my great joys, even with its messiness. | love the way she relishes whatever is offered
on her plate, and the curiosity with which she explores a new food.

Recently, I've been thinking about how we are at The Table with God— how sometimes, we show up to The Table as picky
eaters:

“Oh, wait, you're serving grace? | prefer absolution— it’s less messy.”
“About the menu at your place, forgiveness doesn't really agree with me, so I'll just get something else on my own.”

“l got Your invitation to come to the meal, but | can't make it this week because | have a few things that are more
important.”

As | think back over my own relationship with God and the many different settings where I've had the privilege of receiving
communion, it would be easy to choke on the ways that | myself have been picky at God's Table. Instead of rehashing my
missteps, though, I'm headed back to church this Sunday where | can gather at the communion table with my Woodmont
family, and share and sup together, partaking in God's extravagant and abundant love. Hope to see you there!
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Stephen Ministry Graduating Class:
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DEADLINE ISJUNE 12

":g
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

This year, Vacation Bible School is for the whole family -- parents and
children alike. Each night will feature dinner provided by the church,

some time when the whole family is together, and some additional time
when children and parents are apart. There will be several activities just for
parents, including Parent Parties, a Guys' Night Out and Gals’ Night Out,
a parenting workshop from Daystar Ministries, and

other fun surprises!

Vacation Bible School is from Tuesday,
June 27, through Friday, June 30,
from 5:15 PM to 7:15 PM each night.

The children’s program is for those

Age 4 through 4th Grade, but free

nursery care is provided for children Discover Your Sfrength in God!
age 3 and below.

Ready for fun? Then let’s get started! woodmontchristian.org/vbs

pg>s

Anne Arney Milly Moore

Christy Brown Connie Schmutz
Bette Christofersen Phil Schmutz
Bill Meador Julie Tanner

Becky Miller Rosemary Weldon

Stephen Ministers are Woodmont members
trained to provide one-on-one Christian care-
giving to people experiencing a difficult time
in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or
terminal illness, relocation, or separation.

If you are in need of a Stephen Minister, contact
Karen Conrad at karenconrad@comcast.net

“Therefore, go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. Look, I myself will
be with you every day until the end of
this present age.”

- Matthew 28:19-20

reg :
WWW.CCDCTN.ORG/BETHANY-HILLS


https://woodmontchristian.org/vbs
http://www.ccdctn.org/bethany-hills

Transitions

2 _ by Michael Graham
@@: Guillaume Dufay’s life (1397-1474) spanned the end of the medieval period into the renaissance.
# il Like many artists whose lives encompass two periods (Mozart, Beethoven, Tchaikovsky,

Schoenberg, Van Dyke, e.g.) his art took the best from his early experience and incorporated
changes that would later become standard past his lifetime. Dufay’s music contains stark
medieval charm, yet mixes in the warmth of the Renaissance. Listening to his music enables one
to experience the Gothic and Renais-sance periods simultaneously.

All of us find ourselves in transitions- with employment, within the family, within our performing

abilities and opportunities, and from one age category into the next. How we handle these transitions is
important. It is good to treat these transitional times as many artists have, taking the best of the past and creating a new
way for the future.

Lord, help us to experience our life transitions with grace and peace.

“In peace | will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.” - Psalm 4:8 )

Troubling Texts: The Binding of Isaac

by Alexis James Waggoner

As we dive into our second week of looking at specific troubling texts, | want to reframe our
understanding of the Binding of Isaac, and offer an alternative interpretation.

What if we're making the wrong assumption about the “testing” happening in the story of the binding
of Isaac (Gen 22:1-18)? Traditionally we read this story to be about God’s call for Abraham to be willing
to sacrifice his son. Different modes have been used to try to make sense of this: Maybe Isaac knew God
would provide a different sacrifice; maybe it’s a (disturbing) lesson in priorities; maybe the authors - from
their position writing at a later date and knowing the outcome - created or read into this story the extent of
God’s involvement in order to convey themes of obedience and faithfulness to a people that was prone to wander.

But as I've struggled with this text, and come up against these interpretations I'm forced to acknowledge that they don't fully
honor the story | believe the Bible to be telling: A story about a God who is creating order out of chaos, ushering divine, inclusive
love into the world through a call for right treatment of creation, in order to bring about renewal and redemption in the world.

To be sure there are other stories scripture is telling — a need for obedience being one — that the Binding of Isaac text might
more closely align with. But when confronted by a story that doesn’t seem to pass muster when related to God's love and care
for creation, | feel compelled to investigate! And this is exactly why it may be helpful to view the Binding of Isaac from a different
perspective.

| agree that the traditional interpretations of this story, which hang on righteousness and obedience, need to be wrestled with as
well. But what if the “testing” isn't about Abraham'’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac, but is about his willingness to engage with God
about what Abraham knows to be right? What if Abraham’s response isn't the one God is looking for? What if Abraham is taking
faithfulness to an ungodly conclusion?

The heroines and heroes of the Bible are frequently tested - it’s a literary tool just like the plots in our favorite epic adventure tales.
And these protagonists often push back, at times leading to further revelation of God's character.

So at the very least God can definitely handle push back, and we could even make the argument that God encourages or rewards
a healthy dialogue. A well-reasoned back-and-forth is exactly NOT what happens in the story of Abraham and Isaac. It's clear from
different parts of the story - and absolutely expected! - that Abraham doesn't WANT to do what’s been asked, but he isn’t fighting
back. It's not because he’s afraid to fight back: he has argued with God in other instances, like when he questioned whether or
not he and Sarah will have a child, or when he advocated on behalf of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 18:16-33).

Maybe God is expecting Abraham to continue in this vein, in which case we can only speculate about the outcome. Maybe
God had another point to teach that would have been illustrated through a discussion with Abraham, maybe God was actually
encouraging Abraham'’s love and devotion to Isaac. Of course, these are all hypotheticals gleaned from reading between the
lines. What we do know is that - regardless of if there was another, more ideal way this story could have played out - in the end
God praises Abraham'’s faithfulness.

Yes, God commends Abraham for not withholding Isaac, but could God have been surprised at Abraham'’s compliance? Could this
have gone another - more faithful - way?

Check out my full investigation of this Troubling Text on the blog at woodmontchristian.org/blog
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Sunday, May 28 - MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

815a.m. “Seekers” Bible Study, Room 105

9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary, Sun. School
9:45 a.m. Worship at The Bridge, Drowota Hall
11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary, Sun. School

Mon., May 29 - MEMORIAL DAY - CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED

Tuesday, May 30

9:00 a.m. Women's Prayer Group, Campbell-Stone

Wednesday, May 31
6:15a.m.
7:00 a.m.
7:00 a.m.

Men's Small Group, Room 100
“Original” Men’s Bible Study, Room 105
Younger Men'’s Bible Study, Boardroom

UNINVITED BIBLE CLASS
STARTS JUNE 5TH

A new women's Bible study will start on June 5th
that examines past and present hurts to discover
how the Bible can help us handle feelings of
being left out, isolated or lonely. The class will

use the video, Uninvited, by Lysa TerKeurst as a
springboard to discover healthier ways of looking
at rejection by going to new places spiritually with
the help of Jesus.

Since the class is video based: you don’t have to
buy the book to attend! Even if you can’t make all
the sessions, there still we be something for you
to use in your daily life. The bible study author,
TerKeurst, assures us that “Rejection never has the
final say! Rejection may be a delay or a distraction
or even devastation for a season but it's never a
final destination. You are destined for a love that
can never be diminished, tarnished, shaken or
taken. With Jesus you are forever safe, forever
accepted, forever held, completely loved and
always invited in.”

Classes will be held in the Boardroom at 6:45 p.m.
on the following Wednesdays: June 7, June 21,
June 28, July 5, and July 12 with a concluding social
event later in July. (These Wed. evening dates
coincide with the summer Gospel dinners.)

Call Lisa Rollins with any questions and yall are
invited to attend the classes beginning on Wed.
June 7th at 6:45 p.m. in the Boardroom.

Clay Stauffer:
» Make Today Count by John Maxwell
» Two Paths: America United or Divided by John Kasich
« Hillbilly Elegy by JD Vance
«The Righteous Mind by Jonathan Haidt*
« What | Wish | Knew before We Got Married by Gary Chapman
« The Gospel of Luke

Roy Stauffer
« Hillbilly Elegy by J. D.Vance*
« The Book of Joy by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama*
» Thank You for Being Late by Thomas Friedman*
« Cracked Up by David Hall*
« Jesus’ Plan for a New World by Richard Rohr*
« The Gospel of Mark by Marcus Borg*
« The Heart of Centering Prayer by Cynthia Bourgeault*

Justin Gung
« Rest in Power: The Enduring Life of Trayvon Martin by Sybrina
Fulton and Tracy Martin*
« The Pocket Cathedral: A Collection of Prayers by Farrell Mason
« What is the Mission of the Church?: Making Sense of Social
Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission by Kevin DeYoung
and Greg Gilbert
« The Resurrection of the Son of God by N.T. Wright
» Making Sense of God by Timothy Keller

Farrell Mason
« The Hidden Life of Trees by Wohllben
« Love Does by Bob Goff
« The Pocket Cathedral by Farrell Mason
* No Man is An Island by Thomas Merton

Thom Schuyler
« Bonhoeffer (Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy) by Eric Metaxas
« Hillbilly Elegy by J.D.Vance
« Here, There and Everywhere by Geoff Emerick
« The Frontiersman by Allan W Eckert
» My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers*

Andra Moran
« Only Love Today by Rachel Macy Stafford*
« The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo
« If You Want to Write by Brenda Ueland
« The Weight of Heaven by Thrity Umrigar

Alexis James Waggoner
» The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander
« Welcoming the Stranger by Matthew Soerens and Jenny Hwang
« Prophetic Imagination by Walter Brueggemann
« Being Mortal by Atul Gawande
« The Spiritual Child by Lisa Miller

Anne-Marie Farmer
« Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi
« Confederate Streets by Erin Tocknell
« Also a Mother: Work and Family as a Theological Dilemma
by Bonnie Miller-McLemore *
» March. Book One by John Lewis
« The Giver by Lois Lowry

*-in stock in Woodmont’s bookstore



CALVIN HOLMES JOINS
CUSTODIAL STAFF

Calvin Holmes is the latest addition to our staff!

Born and raised in Nashville, Calvin recently
relocated back from Dallas, TX where he most
recently worked as a Machine Operator for
Nebraska Furniture Mart. In his free time,
Calvin enjoys playing basketball, going to the

movies, and spending time with his children.

Welcsme Lo Wesdmaeornt, Calvin/

New Sundays in the Challenge Class

Please join us in The Challenge Class, Room 200, at 9:30 AM, during the month of
June for a special bible study class brought to us by Matthew D. Groves, a Disciples
Divinity Master’s student, on the topic of “Science and Theology”. Matthew has a
physics background and is always interested in talking about science and religion.
Come visit for this special series and let’s see if science and theology do indeed fit
together. This study will have two separate sub-topics: 1) Genesis and evolution (3
weeks) and 2) Climate change and the big bang theory. We hope to see you there.

- Paul Hardin

SUMMER GOSPEL SING-ALONG
AND POTLUCK SUPPER

STARTS WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 5:30 PM,
FOLLOWED BY A POTLUCK DINNER AT 6:30 P

By Our Presence and Our Gifts

PRAYERS FOR OUR
CHURCH FAMILY:

SYMPATHY TO:
John Phinizy, Chip Phinizy’s son, on the death
of his fiance, Krissy Clark, on May 15th in
Auburn KY

IN THE HOSPITAL:
John Collins
Marcella Derryberry
Ellen Anderson, Vanderbilt
Robbie Richardson, Woodcrest
Willie Bandy, Woodcrest
Porter Earnest Short, infant son of Cory and
Beth Short, NICU St. Thomas Midtown

CONTINUING CONCERNS:
Joe Taylor
Robbie Graham, nephew of Michael Graham
Tammy Regen, daughter in law of Gene and
Elizabeth Regen. Knoxville, TN
Vicki Phillips
Al Richardson, Belmont Village
Lee Ann Hawkins
Gus Stranch, son of Gerard & Patty Stranch
Clay Perry, son of Diane & Tim Perry, grandson
of Betty & Bill Johnson. Seattle
Ben and Gayle Cherry

MILITARY:

Dave Albritton, nephew of Pat and Dave Malone

THIS WEEK, THE ELDERS OF
WOODMONT ASKYOU TO JOIN
THEM IN PRAYER FOR:

Those and their families who lost lives, were
injured and lost homes from the tornados &
floods.

The newly nominated leadership of our
church.

Guidance for those preparing the Church’s
budget.

Those injured and killed in the New York City
car attack.

Deacons Serving

Elders Serving

Date Sun. School | Total Atd. | Operating | « Communion Prep: Benson Hadley 9:30 a.m.
April 30 325 795 529,689 | . service Coordinator: 9:30 - Tom Woodard Ja;j_e Fgrlldas
May 7 296 825 $56,144 | 9:45 - MariKate Hopper 11:00 - Linda Webb Im Ferry
May 14 295 892 571,975 Video Camera: 9:30 - Christie Harrison 9:45 a.m.
ik =B s 22380 11:00 - Joel Hysmith Robin Heyne
Worshi : May 28, 2017 9:30 a.m. 9:45.a.m. 11:00 a.m. . m.
orship Services May 28, 20 Kirtley Whittington  Jeff Kinman Patricia Taylor Ri c1h1 S(z)a(r,\g eTs on
John Weldon Christy Brown  Sandy Dickerson
May 281H, 2017, 9:30 & 11:00 A.m. David Schmutz ~ Jenny Holder Ray Dickerson John Hobby
“\What About Heaven?” Be’;\t/‘e CthriJsto;ersen Kathryn Donelson ) Sher})wlley S[;nitg Hospital -
Dr. Roy Stauffer « John 14:1-3, 18-20, & 27 Jose?)rh%/neolr)uarrk])in O,Zearr)orlmnlgurgirn n John Hobby
May 287H, 2017, 9:45 A.m. THE BRIDGE Billy Crawford Renee Porier
. . Peggy Burrahm Darden Copeland
Rev. Chris Cox preaching




