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Congregational Meeting & Election is Sunday,
June 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
We will elect leadership nominees as well as approve the
budget for 2018-2019. The 2018 Nominee Slate booklet is
available in the Narthex & Gathering Hall.

Installation of newly elected leaders is Sunday,
June 24 at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Welcome our newest members!

JOE & LINDA ROBERTS

JESSICA & ANDREW WELKER

CALEB & ABBY GRAVES

Celebration Sunday, Nov. 4, 2018
Photography by Steve Lowry

M I N I S T E R I A L S TA F F

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care
Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation
Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care
Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director in Residence

P R O G R A M S TA F F

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director
Katie Sheridan-Gossage • Assistant Youth Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge
Stephen Daniel King • Worship Leader, The Bridge
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director
Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator

S U P P O R T S TA F F

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant
Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director
Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director

For the most up-to-date information, download
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app.
Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.
Woodmont Christian Church
3601 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563
www.woodmontchristian.org
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“Building for Our Future” Campaign Update
by Clay Stauffer

We had an INCREDIBLY STRONG RESPONSE on Sunday to our “Building for the Future” Capital
Campaign. To date, we have received almost 300 commitments and we are getting closer and closer
to our goal of 8 million dollars. We have now moved into the follow-up stage. It is still not too late
to make a commitment at www.woodmontfuture.com. We hope to have a final tally to announce
very soon. Thank you to everybody who has committed to this important vision. Also, thank you
to everybody who has provided leadership in the campaign over the past few months. Our church
remains vibrant and healthy and the future is bright. The Woodmont board will meet on Monday,
November 19th and will make a formal recommendation to the congregation on the building project.
A congregational meeting will be held on the first Sunday of Advent, December 2nd at 10:40 a.m. in
the Sanctuary. This is the Sunday before Walk Thru Bethlehem.

My Upcoming Book: “Spiritual Reflections on Faith,
Values, and Culture”
I have a new book coming out in 2019. I hope to have copies available for
Woodmont members in December. The book is titled Spiritual Reflections on
Faith, Values, and Culture. It is a compilation of many Tennessean articles from
over the years plus some new material. I worked very hard on this during my
summer sabbatical and will be excited to have it published. I am dedicating this
book to my family and to the members of Woodmont on the 75th anniversary
of the church. The book is broad and covers a lot of ground including wisdom,
values, the Christian life, spirituality, and American culture. We will keep you
posted on when copies are available.

Walk Thru Bethlehem – December 9th
Walk Thru Bethlehem is one of Woodmont’s great Christmas traditions. It takes
place on Sunday, December 9th this year. This is truly an amazing gift that we offer
to the Nashville community and we need as much help as possible. If you have
never been a part of Walk Thru Bethlehem, now is the time for you to do it! Help
us with set up, serve as a shop keeper, help in the kitchen, or be a greeter in the
parking lot. Walk Thu Bethlehem gives our church a chance to connect with each
other while serving the community. If you want to volunteer or sign up for a role,
email Steve Smith at steve@sska.com or Jan Anderson jan@woodmontcc.org.

Churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner – November 14th
Our churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner will be next Wednesday, November
14th at 5:30 p.m. This too is a wonderful traditional of bringing our church
family together before the Thanksgiving holiday. There will be Thanksgiving
reflections offered by the Woodmont ministers and a wonderful Thanksgiving
meal. Please RSVP to the church office if you are able to make it.
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“Building For Our Future”
Congregational Meeting
Capital Project Approval

November 1-15th Birthdays

Jack Keally 11/6
Cece Quinn 11/1
Ella Toomey 11/6
Ella Steele 11/1
Beau Jenkins 11/8
Ashe Coleman 11/4
Teddy Stranch 11/9
Presley Boulware 11/4
Chloe Mae Douglas 11/5 Maggie Johnson 11/13

On Sunday, Dec. 2, there will be a
congregational meeting for approval of
our capital building project.
The meeting will be held on the first Sunday
of Advent (the Sunday before Walk Thru
Bethlehem) at 10:40 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
Everyone is invited to participate.

WOODMONT'S
Angel Tree
is UP in the
Gathering Hall!

IT’S APPLICATION TIME!
All current preschool families must apply
for the following school year. Please visit
woodmontchristianpreschool.com and register
your child(ren) before December 14th.

Quick Financial Summary: July 2018 to September 2018
Pledge giving is lower than what was forecasted for the first quarter,
but when pre-paid pledges are taken into consideration the shortfall is not as great.
Quickare
Financial
Summary
- July
to September
Expenses
currently
less
than
what was2018
budgeted.

Receipts and Revenues
Pledges--Current Year
Non-Pledges
Other Receipts and Revenues
Total Receipts and Revenues

July, 2018 - September, 2018
Actual
Budget
Budget/Actual
$

Expenditures & Disbursements
(C)ONNECT
(R)ESOURCE
(E)QUIP
(W)ORSHIP
Total Expenditures & Disbursements
Net Surplus/(Deficit)

$

456,388.99 $
69,133.60
19,661.06
545,183.65

573,782.00 $
74,425.00
9,575.00
657,782.00

21,870.50
618,869.74
36,600.42
20,229.21
697,569.87

35,425.00
617,555.00
51,650.00
26,467.00
731,097.00

(152,386.22) $

* Note: Year-to-date pledge income does not include $107,184.88 of pre-paid pledges.
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(73,315.00) $

2018/2019
Annual Budget

(117,393.01) $ 2,629,834.00
(5,291.40)
341,114.00
10,086.06
29,600.00
(112,598.35)
3,000,548.00

13,554.50
(1,314.74)
15,049.58
6,237.79
33,527.13
(79,071.22) $

313,250.00
2,427,258.00
143,900.00
116,140.00
3,000,548.00
-

Seven Tips for Living Soulfully
by Farrell Mason

“The purpose of our lives is to give birth to the best which is within us.”
– Marianne Williamson
Acutely aware of the preciousness of time, I am determined more than ever to suck the nectar dry
from this human spiritual experience and live a life that is deep, consequential, and flushed with joy.
Simply put, my soul wants more and I believe yours does too. I’m thankful you have decided to come
along on the journey. All you need is an open heart, a curious spirit, and a desire to live your best life.
Following are seven tips for living soulfully.
Number 1: Spend time in Nature
As Meister Eckhart said, “All of nature is a book about God.” Find the silence. Time in the trees puts
life in perspective, reaffirms the sacred reality available to us. There is a reason the Bible opens in a
garden and closes in a garden. Jesus himself chose nature as a place to teach, to speak to God, to eat,
to pray, to bless, heal and perform miracles, to refresh himself for the demands of his mortal life. Do
not underestimate or take for granted the simplicity of a bird’s song, a walk through a tall pine forest,
the speed of a hummingbird in flight, or the sound of the evening owl’s soliquey. The delicious silence,
the greenness, the blueness, the warmth of the sun, they all heal us, even save us, one vignette of
beauty at a time. Do as they say in Jackson Hole, WY and, “bring the outside in.” Run to the trees. It
is your chapel, your confessionary, your evergreen altar, your chance to have a close encounter with
God. When the world is too loud, too secular, too harsh, find a square inch of green and reset. The
beauty and peace will save you.
Number 2: Relationships
Unhealthy relationships taint the spiritual well. Engagements with other human beings, whether
related by blood or life circumstance, expose our flaws, our insecurities, our fragility and our surfacefaith. In the same breath, our relationships can reveal the best in us and in others and as Victor Hugo
wrote in Les Miserables, “allow us to see the face of God.” We must mend, lift up, forgive, nurture
and sacrifice for the relationships that are integral to who we are and who we desire to become.
Remember to walk in another’s shoes so you know where they have been and where they desperately
hope to be going. Take all of this information into account and then engage. The goal is less duels and
more prodigal homecomings. Show up at the door of someone who has hurt you or you may have
hurt as well. Say the words and mean them, “I forgive your trespasses, forgive me mine.” Jealousy,
envy, anger, resentment, and an inability to let things go are all spiritual quick sand, when all God
wants for us here is a lightness of being.
Number 3: Food and Fellowship
Something Jesus took very seriously! Eat one of my dark chocolate love muffins, peel a South Caroline
peach and let the juice drip from your chin, smear some of my just-harvested honey on a baguette
and you imagine you have just tasted Eden. But it is more than that. Something transcendent happens
around the table. When we set the table, pull up more chairs, illumine candles and serve one another
a roasted chicken, a special homemade pesto, a ripe melon, a luscious peach cobbler, what we are
actually serving is love, mercy and hope. Souls are fed.
Number 4: Find your purpose and go after it
Joseph Campbell said the ultimate hero’s journey is to follow one’s bliss. There is something, many
things that you are here to do that only you can do on behalf and for God. Howard Thurman said,
“Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the
world needs is people who have come alive.” Soul joy is found when you get busy and plain go after
something, a dream, a hope, a love mission. It might be teaching, cooking, speaking, parenting, singing,
healing, whatever turns your soul on.
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Seven Tips for Living Soulfully
by Farrell Mason

Calendar

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

I recently participated in the funeral for Dr. Roy Elam,
a mentor and friend. We had so much in common, our
love of nature, the poet Wendell Berry, our interest
in healing, and especially spending time on the
Mountain at Sewanee. He founded the Osher Center
for Integrative Medicine here in Nashville, a place
focused on healing the mind, body and spirit. Fifteen
years ago, I was just beginning to find my calling and
he was my great encourager. Dr. Elam said, “You
know Farrell, in the deep Appalachian mountains, the
poorest of poor, they don’t say, “can I help you?” They
say, “Can I hope you?” “Can I hope you?” Somewhere,
somehow that has to be part of your personal mission
and destiny: To give hope to another. Marc Chagall,
my all time favorite artist said, “if life inevitably moves
towards its end, we must, during our own, color it with
our own colors of love and hope.”
Number 5: Grow and Evolve
Picasso said, “We don’t grow old, we ripen!” Forget
the number! We are here to discover who we are and
all we can be. Life is a classroom that stretches, tests,
breaks, mends, refines, improves and expands. We
must participate in many personal resurrections over
our lifetime. Fail and then rise. And then do it again. It
is in our soul DNA to be resilient. Life is an adventure.
Live in expectation of what God is going to do in your
life next! Be brave. Trust God to help you. Live soulfirst and soul-full!
Number 6: Fall in Love
Fall in love with people, places, new experiences, but
especially with God. Ultimately, we are a soul having
a human body experience. And the soul craves the
“divine” and the “transcendent” here on earth. It
proclaims, “You are much more than dust.” Get to know
your inner self, the part of you that resembles and
reflects God. Daily you have to pick up the conversation
in prayer, in silence, in action, in confession, in hope.
God cannot be an asterisk in your life, or the footnote
at the bottom of the page that reads: reach out to God
only in a crisis. Faith at it’s most simple and profound
is a daily mutual declaration of love between the soul
and God: I am yours. You are mine. Make this your
inner truth.
Number 7: Participate in the Larger Picture: The Love Mission
St. John of the Cross said, “In the evening of life, we
will be judged on love alone.” We are here to not
only recognize but lift the soul of another. It requires
selflessness, a fierce will, pursuit of justice and genuine
love for others. Our soul knows what is right and true.
Ultimately, we are here to love. How much love can
you and I give away?
Live in Hope,
Farrell
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Sunday, November 11
9:30 a.m. Informal Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. The Bridge Worship, Drowota Hall
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Jubilation Rehearsal, Choir Room
5:30 p.m. CWF Circle #7, Campbell West
5:45 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Wing
Monday, November 12
10:00 a.m. The Baby Bunch, Nursery
3:00 p.m. Geezers, Boardroom
Tuesday, November 13
9:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Group, Campbell-Stone
6:00 p.m. Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. Relay of Truth Bible Study, Room 200
Wednesday, November 14
6:15 a.m. Men’s Small Group, Room 100
7:00 a.m. “Original” Men’s Bible Study, Room 105
7:00 a.m. Younger Men’s Bible Study, Boardroom
5:30 p.m. Grace Notes Rehearsal, Kids Commons
5:30 p.m. Churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner,
Drowota Hall
MENU: Thanksgiving food
6:15 p.m. Chess Club, Youth Lounge
6:15 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. Holy Yoga, Room 200
6:15 p.m. Dr. Ben Curtis “Looking for God: Listen to
Your Life” Class on Frederick Buechner, Room 105
6:15 PM Justin Gung “Not What You Think: The
Parable of the Prodigal Son” Bible Study, Room 100
Thursday, November 15
6:00 p.m. Youth Basketball Practice, Drowota Hall
Friday, November 16
Room In The Inn, South Hall

Q1 Outreach Grants
Woodmont’s Outreach Grants
committee met in October and
awarded grants to the following
organizations:
Disciples’ Divinity House
Hope Clinic for Women
Hope Force International
HUGGS Inspirational
Justice Industries
Men of Valor
Nashville Tools for Schools
Providence School, Kenya
Rebuilding Together Nashville
Salama Urban Industries

Prayers for our church family:
SYMPATHY TO:
Pam Richardson and Grace Johnson and
family on the death of Al Richardson on
Monday, November 5, 2018. Visitation
scheduled for Friday, November 9 from
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm; and on Saturday from
10:00 am - 11:00 am. Service on Saturday,
November 10 at 11:00 am. All at WCC.
IN THE HOSPITAL:
Everett Davis, Centennial
Martha Galyon - St Thomas Mid Town
Charlotte Dukes, Janice Parker’s
granddaughter - at St. Jude - began bone
marrow transplant October 30

OCTOBER 14:
OCTOBER 21:
OCTOBER 28:
NOVEMBER 4:

SUNDAY
SCHOOL:
303
345
410
412

ATTENDANCE:
751
836
998
993

OPERATING:
$33,191
$52,485
$123,538
$51,229

CONTINUING CONCERNS:
Rita Baldwin
Jan Goans - Green Hills Rehab Room 235
Malcolm Lewis
Alberta Martin
Sheila Mathias
JoAnn Patterson
Isse Waddey
Tandy Wilson - Heritage Rehab Center,
Brentwood

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

GIVE THANKS:
Dave Albritton, nephew of Pat and
Dave Malone - back in the USA from
deployment

Next Intro to Woodmont luncheon is Nov. 18 at 12:15 PM
in the Boardoom

FAMILY OF MEMBERS - CONCERNS:
Lauren Beurlein’s mother, Debbie Lucas

Intro to Woodmont is a great opportunity to learn more about the purpose
& mission of our Church. During “Intro”, Clay Stauffer, our senior minister,
answers all your questions, gives a tour of our church campus, and walks
us through what God is calling this church to be and do, in order to help
you make an informed decision about joining us in fulling our mission here
at Woodmont. It’s a great opportunity to discover more about our church
and if God is calling you to make this your church home! Lunch is served,
childcare is available, and you are warmly invited.

Tree programs and Nashville’s emerald ash borer
epidemic to be featured at November G.E.M.S. meeting
Tuesday, November 27 is the last GEMS luncheon until January and the
presenter is Jennifer Matthews Smith, a lifelong Woodmont member.

Nashville’s urban forest is decreasing through development, the Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB) Epidemic, and old age. This presentation will highlight the
many benefits trees provide and the efforts by the city and area non-profits
to increase our tree canopy. The root Nashville campaign, ReLeafing
Day and the Fall Tree Sale are all areas where you can get involved. As it
is important for Nashvillians to learn about the EAB Epidemic and their
management options, the EAB Speaker’s Bureau which is available for civic,
church or work programs will be featured.
This program will be presented by Jennifer Mathews Smith, Nashville’s
city horticulturist with the Metro Landscape Coordination program and
coordinator of the Metro Tree Advisory Committee. Previously she was the
state director of the Tennessee Urban Forestry Council. Jennifer studied
horticulture and landscape design at the University of Tennessee’s College
of Agriculture and Natural Resources.
G.E.M.S. gathers at noon in Room 105 and is catered by Barley to Rise.
Reservations are needed as early as possible Thanksgiving weekend. Cost is
$10. Call the church office to make your reservation (615) 297-8563.
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Woodmont’s elders invite
you to join them in prayer:
- That we be receptive to the peace which
Christ gives us. (John 14:27)
- To let the peace of Christ reign in our
hearts. (Col. 3:15)
- To experience the peace which passes all
understanding. (Phil. 4:7)
- Remembering that God will keep in
perfect peace those whose minds are
stayed on Him (Isa. 26:3)
- For peace in America.

Woodmont
member releases
book of poetry

Julia Tanner is happy to
announce that her first
book of poetry has been
published. Though most
in the congregation
know her as a cellist, a Stephen
Minister, a Sunday school teacher,
an elder, and a deacon, she has also
been writing poems for many years.
This collection includes musings
on life, love, music, faith, and what
makes us human.
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VOLUNTEER SIGNUP BEGINS THIS SUNDAY, NOV. 11!

