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Pastor, Dr. Tillis J. Chapman of the Galilee Missionary Baptist Church 
in Detroit had a vision of reaching out and serving the community 
not only with spiritual enlightenment, but also with real life 
experiences. With the help of many people and organizations in 
the City, his vision recently became a reality with the opening of 
the newly renovated Jackie Robinson Sports Complex for youth 
outreach and healthy lifestyles. At the same time, the Galilee 
Baptist Church Life Center classroom facility is also launching 
the Mind and Manners Mentoring and Tutorial educational 
program for parents and children ages eight through 13 
years old. Both facilities are located adjacent to the church.

The Mind and Manners program teaches life skills and offers 
mentoring and tutoring programs that will give people the 
tools they need to overcome obstacles they encounter in 
their everyday lives. The facility has ten classrooms equipped 
with state of the art technology for academic programs, 
community meetings, and professional development.

“We have transitioned our teaching program from the standard 
Sunday school historical teaching method to real life spiritual 
teaching experiences,” said Deacon Michael T. Carter of the Galilee 
Missionary Baptist Church. “It’s good to talk about the Lord and the 
twelve disciples, but when you have people who have issues and problems 
within their home, they can’t relate to how that’s going to help them.”

There are structured programs that are offered to different groups, such as single 
people, married couples and those preparing for marriage. If, for example, you are 
having family problems, economic issues, or mental health issues, this program 
can show you how you can go about solving your problem, as well as direct you 
to other organizations that can also assist you.

“A big thing in our community is that we hear about the violence and the shootings, 
but there’s more to it that builds up to that, which is the mental state of people who 
are committing these violent acts,” said Carter. “That’s a whole different mindset that 
we don’t understand. But the outreach program allows you to come and talk to people 
who do have a better understanding of what’s going on and how we can prevent this. We 
want to identify problems before it gets to that state. These programs are really targeting the 
community and everyday life.”

The newly renovated Jackie Robinson Sports Complex is approximately 5,395 square feet and includes state-of-the-art simulators 
for baseball, softball and golf, a half-size basketball court, a fitness area with weights, and an arcade. The Fitness Center is open 
to the public and offers classes such as step aerobics, Zumba, Fat Blast Bootcamp, Jam Bata Hip Hop Fitness and “Fitness Fusion.”

“We know within our community that those who have made it out have been through sports,” said Carter. “But it’s not only the 
sports. If the sports are going to bring you to me, then let me educate you. You just can’t go into the sports center and play sports, 
you are registered to come into a structured program and you accept the program, which is free to anyone in the City of Detroit. 
It’s 50/50, you have to have so many hours in classroom studies, and that’s where the Mind and Manners program comes in. That’s 
the big impact of what we’re doing and the outreach here.”

They have also offered to the high school baseball teams in the City of Detroit to get up to two hours of free scheduled batting 
practice in the on-site professional batting cages. 

“The schools are signing up and bringing their teams in,” said Carter. “Not only do they get batting practice, but they get exposure 
to the Mind and Manners program.”

Mind and Manners is generally focused on teaching kids while they are a young age. 
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“You don’t have to be a member of our church, this is open to the community, non-denominational,” said Carter. “We have 
on board schools such as Lawrence Technological University, Macomb Community College, Wayne State University and 
Madonna University. These schools are volunteering people to come over and teach different segments of the classes. That’s 
the overall goal, to give a full balance and start at an early age.”

There were many people in the city that contributed to making this vision a reality. UAW Ford donated $100,000 toward the 
renovations of the sports complex, with James Settes Jr., Vice President of UAW Ford, playing an instrumental role. 

“We also appreciate the support we’ve gotten from Ford Motor Company and Bill Dirksen, the Vice-President of Labor 
Relations and Chief Negotiator for Ford Motor Company,” said Carter. “Sam Abrams, the Manager of Player Relations for the 
Youth and Sports Program of Detroit Tigers Baseball was also instrumental.”

The Detroit Tigers donated and installed baseball equipment and batting cages for the sports complex. 

“You can have a vision and a dream, but unless you have people to help put that dream together it won’t come to fruition,” 
said Carter. “These guys really came to the table, they came together to make this happen.”

They are now also looking into future projects with the Department of Natural Resources to bring parks and recreation, as 
well as exposure to related careers, into the city more. Overall the objectives for this vision were to create alternative, positive 
outlets for local youth, as well as improve health and physical activity.

“There are communities that don’t understand and don’t focus their children on getting a higher education,” said Carter. 
“There is something else besides hitting the streets with violence. That’s what we’re doing, heart, mind and soul, we’re getting 
out of the church, getting off the pew and getting boots on the street. You have to have a different approach, the old things 
aren’t working. We have more prisons and jails than colleges, there’s something wrong with that.”

The Jackie Robinson Sports Complex is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Parents who are interested in the Mind and Manners 
program are invited to call ahead at (313)372-1270 and make an appointment to pick up a registration package (space is 
limited) at 5251 East Outer Drive in Detroit. To learn more visit www.galileedetroit.org.

RIBBON CUTTING 2016: Pastor, Dr. Tillis 
J. Chapman and his wife First Lady Ms. 
Eunice Chapman, Ms. Brenda Jones - City 
of Detroit Council President and Mr. James 
Settes Jr. - Vice President of UAW Ford

FROM LEFT: Mr. Bill Dirksen, Vice 
President of Labor Relations & Chief 
Negotiator, Ford Motor Company, 
Pastor, Dr. Tillis J. Chapman, Mr. James 
Settes Jr. - Vice President of UAW Ford
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