
An odd couple, the Lincolns roamed 

the White House from 1861 through 

1865, while the United States was 

torn apart amidst a great civil war.  

At this special Valentine’s/

President’s Day Monthly Meeting, join 

16th President Abraham Lincoln and 

his wife Mary Todd, portrayed by pro-

fessional reenactors John and Marian 

King, for a discussion of their life and 

how they met, as well as their time 

in the White House!  The Lincolns will 

tell you stories about their educa-

tion, law practice, and the antics of 

their boys, as well as family sorrows.  

President Lincoln will also speak on 

the Civil War and his famous Gettys-

burg Address.  This is a meeting you 

won’t want to miss!  Be sure to bring 

your cameras for a memorable photo. 
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 Sounding Light Chamber Choir 
Concert at SVSU’s Rhea Miller 
Recital Hall on Feb. 3 at 7:30pm.  
Free. 

 
 Croatia River Cruise with Grand 

Circle Travel—Coming February 
2019! (Details/Registration in 
March). 

 
 Ireland in Depth with Grand Cir-

cle Travel—Coming May 2019! 
(Details/Registration in March). 

 
 Saturday Feb. 17 is “Random Act 

of Kindness Day,” so see what 
you can do to help a complete 
stranger—buy that cup of coffee 
for the person in line behind you 
or scrape off a neighbor’s wind-
shield before they get up. 

 
 Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Wednesday Mar. 14  Monthly Meeting: The Problem of Gerryman-
dering  

  By: Kevin Deegan-Krause, Ph.D. (WSU) 
  Curtiss Hall-Banquet Rooms 
 
Wednesday Apr. 11  Monthly Meeting: The Eastland Disaster 
  By: Caitlyn Perry-Dial, Ph.D. (MI Women’s Hall of 
  Fame) 
  Curtiss Hall Banquet Rooms 
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OLLI DECODED 

Continuing this Adventure called Life!       
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Wednesday February 14, 2018 
 

8:45 am—Registration & Light Refresh-
ments 

9:30 am—Welcome & Announcements 



Hello OLLI 
friends, 
  
Sometimes 
when the pre-
sent moment 
seems over-
whelming, it 
helps to es-
cape to anoth-
er time.  Of 
Umberto Eco’s 

many books (Foucault’s Pendu-
lum,The Island of the Day Be-
fore, Baudolino, The Prague Ceme-
tery and more) my personal favorite 
is The Name of the Rose.  It’s a four-
teenth century murder mystery. 
 
The background is the Avignon papa-
cy and the contest between the Pope 
and Louis of Bavaria, who had defeat-
ed his rival Frederick of Austria to 
become Emperor.  Adso of Melk, a 
young Benedictine monk, is the nar-
rator, and his mentor is Brother Wil-
liam of Baskerville, a learned Francis-
can, who leads the delegation of the 
Emperor in a preliminary meeting 
with representatives of the Pope, in 
an abbey “somewhere along the cen-
tral ridge of the Apennines, between 
Piedmont, Liguria, and France.” 
 
But before the meeting can begin, an 
increasingly bizarre series of deaths 
occur, and William becomes a detec-
tive somewhat reminiscent of Sher-
lock Holmes.  Almost before the plot 
begins to unfold William astonishes 
Adso and the residents of the abbey 
by describing a horse he has not 
seen. 
 
The mysteries unfold deeper and 
deeper in the great library of the ab-
bey, which William describes as being 
greater than “the thirty-six libraries 
of Baghdad, …the ten thousand codi-
ces of the Vizir Ibn al-Khami…the li-
brary of Tripoli…rich in six million 
volumes”.  And although it is forbid-
den to enter the library Adso and Wil-
liam must do so, and from the library 
they hope to escape with their lives. 
 
Nothing like curling up with a good 
medieval murder mystery to enjoy 
the holidays.   

Some of our members are lucky 
enough to escape the Michigan 
weather for warmer climates, but for 
those of us who brave winter here in 
the Great Lakes State travel can be 
dicey on icy, snow-covered roads. 
 
Many seasoned Michiganders know 
the key to winter driving is stopping 
distance—having plenty of it; howev-
er, there are a few other tips to 
make winter travel safer: 
 

• Never warm up a vehicle in an 
enclosed space, like a garage.  
Carbon Monoxide fumes can build 
up and be lethal. 

• Always keep your tires properly 
inflated. 

• Make sure to keep at least a 
quarter to a half tank of gas in 
your vehicle so the gas line 
doesn’t freeze. 

• Drive slowly—everything takes 
longer on dangerous roads. 

• Never drive when you’re exhaust-
ed.  Always make sure you are 
well-rested before getting behind 
the wheel. 

• Make sure to keep a snow shovel, 
ice scraper, and blanket in your 
car in case of emergencies.  

• Remember to always wear your 
seatbelt! 

 
We want our members to be safe in 
any season.  Do you have any other 
winter driving tips?  Share them on 
our Facebook 
page! 

Valentine’s Day is typically 
celebrated with candy, flow-
ers, or other romantic ges-
tures, but just where did these tradi-
tions come from?  The origins of the 
holiday date back to the 5th century, 
with Valentine’s Day being named in 
honor of Saint Valentine who was 
sentenced to death for performing 
marriage ceremonies illegally.  How-
ever, the chosen date of February 
14th by the Christian Church was 
meant to take the place of Luperca-
lia, a fertility festival celebrated in 
ancient Rome around this same time. 

 
Romance aside, Valentine’s 
Day also has the nefarious 
connection with the Prohibi-

tion Era massacre of Chicago gang-
sters affiliated with Bugs Moran, a 
rival of Al Capone.  In 1929, 7 mem-
bers of Moran’s crew were gunned 
down on the cupid-filled holiday. 
 
While  Valentine’s Day didn’t turn 
out well for Bugs Moran’s friends, it 
also doesn’t turn out well for many 
others who are left alone on this day 
dedicated to couples.  As a result, 
single women everywhere have 
joined together to celebrate “Gal-
entine’s Day” with their friends, tak-
ing the time to have fun with 
friends .  February 15th has also been 
dubbed “Single’s Awareness Day” as 
a result of the intense focus on happy 
couples. 
 
No matter what you associate with 
Valentine’s Day, have fun this 
February!  

• Bridge 

• Buddhist Psychology 

• Choral Singing 

• Cross Country Skiing 

• Current Events 

• Cycling 

• Dinner 

• Esoteric Cosmology 

• Euchre 

• Games 

• Gardening 

• Guitar 

• Kayaking 

• Knitting 

• Lunch 

• Music Collegium 

• Pickleball 

• Ping Pong 

• Recreational Biking 

• Sharing the Great 

Courses 

• Short Stories 

• Stamp & Coin Collecting 

• Theatre 
 
 
 
For group leader contact 

info see: svsu.edu/olli  

CHAIR’S NOTE WINTER TRAVEL CUPID & CANDY 

CURRENT INTEREST GROUPS 

—Leslie Sanders, Advisory Board Chair 



My being a charter member of SVSU's 
Lifelong Learning organization is not 
so much an achievement as a "wow" 
moment; endurance or persistence 
seems more appropriate after seven-
teen years of enrolling in classes and 
trips.  It has been very rewarding to 
be a member of OLLI because the 
opportunities for participation in 
both mental and physical activities 
offer the kind of program that keeps 
a retiree on the move and alert.   
 
By temperament I am studious and a 
follower--a deliberator, not an activ-
ist.  Work for 36 years as a high 
school science teacher required ener-
getic showmanship and unrelenting 
en t h u s i a sm  f o r  e s t ab l i s hed 
knowledge.  In retirement it would 
have been convenient for me to sit 
back, read newspapers, watch TV 
news programs, and solve cross-
words. However, involvement in the 
development of SVSU's OLLI program 
forced me into a very active and en-
riching time that has now resulted in 
a pathway of joyful, positive habits 
of learning and exercise, socializing, 
and volunteering that will serve me 
well for the rest of life's journey.   
 
When I teach OLLI classes now, it is a 
sharing of information with like-
minded learners, a facilitated con-
versation among equals.  Thank you, 
OLLI leaders and OLLI members for 
being my friends and mentors. To-
gether we are making the world more 
interesting and  even a better place. 

Chair—Leslie Sanders 
989.686.2542 

 
Vice Chair—Carol Gohm 

989.574.5862 
 

Past Chair—Steve Parkhurst 
989.631.3253 

 
Secretary—Chris Eckerle 

989.684.2058 
 

Curriculum Committee Chair 
Carol Gohm 

989.574.5862 
 

Membership Committee Chair 
Gail Oliver 

989.777.2319 
 

Finance Committee Chair 
John Walter 
989.631.5403 

 
Travel Committee Chair 

Karen Howell 
989.684.6598 

 
Technology Committee Chair 

n/a 
n/a 

 
Memorial Garden Chair 

Vicki Shrope 
989.615.0317 

 
At Large Member(s) 

Barb Mitchell 989.684.7737 
 

Faculty Representative 
Christine Noller, Health Sciences 

989.964.4016 
 

SVSU Representative 
Katherine Ellison, SVSU-OLLI 

“The Adventurer” is published 
monthly for SVSU-OLLI members at 
Saginaw Valley State University.   
Reprints of this newsletter may be 
obtained by calling 989.964.4475. 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katherine Ellison 

989.964.4475 

NEWSLETTER 

OLLI recently received a grant from 
the Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation 
in Midland, which will allow for the 
purchase of a tour guide system of 
earphones, receivers, and transmit-
ters.   
 
This set, sometimes known as 
“whisperers” can be used by OLLI 
members on daytrips involving tours, 
or even in classes by the students and 
instructor.  We sometimes receive 
comments that larger groups cannot 
hear speakers at these types of func-
tions, so we wanted to make your 
experience better! 
 
Submitted over the summer by  OLLI 
Director Katherine Ellison, this grant 
was approved in September, when 
the real work began.  Shelley 
Wegner, associate director in charge 
of travel, worked closely with Sagi-
naw Valley’s purchasing office to bid 
out this equipment.  After several 
weeks of research, purchasing re-
turned a few different options that 
might fit our needs. 
 
We are excited to try out this new 
system, and we hope  it offers our 
members a greater experience on 
daytrips and in classes. 

Are you interested in what’s happening in the world?  Find 
politics fascinating? Or are you just looking for reliable 
sources in today’s era of “fake news”?  The Current Events 
interest group is for you!  Join OLLI members to discuss issues 
in today’s news.  Gain valuable insight by others’ perspec-
tives and opinions and learn where to find the best infor-
mation possible.  Recent topics of interest have included education, sexual as-
sault, the reawakening of the women’s movement, and income equality. The 
Current Events group meets the first Wednesday of every month in Curtiss 110. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ADVISORY BOARD WHISPERERS ARE IN 

GROUP FOCUS: CURRENT EVENTS 

Bob Enszer 



Saginaw Valley State University 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 

7400 Bay Road 

University Center, MI  48710 

Are we destined for six more weeks 
of winter or an early spring?  Here in 
Michigan, the groundhog’s guess is as 
good as anyone’s.  One thing is for 
sure, however, OLLI has something to 
keep you busy, whether it’s cold out-
side or the sunny rays of spring are 
beating down upon your shoulders.  
Try learning something new in one of 
our classes or getting out on one of 
our day trips!  February may be the 
shortest month of the year, but here 
at OLLI and around the Great Lakes 
Bay Region, it’s packed full of amaz-
ing activities to get you out of the 
house, meeting new friends, and see-
ing your community.  Be sure to 
check out the Notes & News on the 
front page for 
a few sugges-
tions, or drop 
me an email 
with some of 
your own. 

If you’ve enjoyed an OLLI day trip in 
the past but are looking to go on 
something a little longer, save the 
dates for our upcoming trips to the 
Stratford and Shaw theater festivals 
in 2018! 
 

Stratford Festival (June 6-7) 
Stratford, Ontario Canada 

The Comedy of Errors 
To Kill a Mockingbird 

Bronte: The World Without  
 

Shaw Festival (August 14-16) 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario Canada 

Grand Hotel 
O’Flaherty V.C. 

Oh What a Lovely War 
The Hound of Baskervilles  

 

If you’ve ever wondered how much 
your local officials make in salary 
each year, or what kind of police rec-
ords your neighbor has, then this 
class is for you!  Join Attorney Philip 
L. Ellison, MBA, JD, for a look into 
the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) and how to use it to your ad-
vantage to access records.  Class in-
cludes an in-depth look at govern-
ment access available to the public, 
government secrecy issues, and rec-
ord keeping and data collection.  Par-
ticipants will receive their own copy 
of “Redacted” a publication of Out-
side Legal Counsel, and work on and 
send their very own FOIA requests.  

 
Tuesday 2/20, 3/6, & 3/20 

10am-Noon C140 
$5 Members/$20 Non-Members 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

Save the Date! 

TRIP HIGHLIGHT CLASS HIGHLIGHT 

Big Brother Revealed 


