
Gerrymandering—

the drawing of dis-

trict lines for parti-

san political ad-

vantage—is a prac-

tice that distorts 

democracy but one 

that has over time 

become deeply em-

bedded in the American political sys-

tem.  This lecture and discussion will 

look first at the power that comes 

with drawing lines, then discuss the 

ways in which the partisan line-

drawing has become both more pow-

erful and less subject to checks and 

balances, then address the question 

of how this affects democratic repre-

sentation, and finally discuss efforts 

that have been undertaken to restore 

balance in this important but often 

ignored area of American politics.  

Kevin Deegan-Krause is Associate Pro-

fessor of Political Science at Wayne 

State University in Detroit, Michigan. 

His research focuses on political par-

ties and democracy in Europe with 

emphasis on Europe’s newer democ-

racies and its newer parties.  
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 Look for details on the Shaw Fes-
tival trip in the April edition of 
“The Adventurer!” 

 
 Join the Classic Legacy Band for a 

free concert on Sunday February 
25 at 3:30pm at First United 
Methodist Church in Saginaw. 

 
 Check out the digital fine arts at 

a reception for the Digital Space 
Exhibition in the SVSU University 
Art Gallery. March 1, 4pm. Free. 

 
 On March 2, celebrate the birth-

day of Dr. Seuss and kick off 
reading month by taking a look at 
a fantastic book. 

 
 Saginaw Silver Screen presents 

the film Brigadoon at the Temple 
Theatre on Sunday March 18 at 
3:00pm. $5 admission. 

Wednesday Apr. 11  Monthly Meeting: The Eastland Disaster 
  By: Caitlyn Perry-Dial, Ph.D. (MI Women’s Hall of 
  Fame) 
  Curtiss Hall Banquet Rooms 
 
Wednesday May 9  Monthly Meeting: CTE and the Saginaw Schools 
  By: Kathy Stewart, Ph.D. (Saginaw ISD) 
  Curtiss Hall Banquet Rooms 
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Continuing this Adventure called Life!       

the 

Use 
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QR 

App! 

Wednesday March 14, 2018 
 

8:45 am—Registration & Light Refresh-
ments 

9:30 am—Welcome & Announcements 



Hello OLLI 
friends, 
  

Apparently we 
got China all 
wrong.  That’s 
according to 
Michael Puett, 
Professor of 
Chinese Histo-
ry at Harvard 
University.  He 

noticed "a real difference between 
what [he] read about Chinese philos-
ophy in textbooks, and what the 
texts themselves actually say.” 
  
The Path: What Chinese Philosophers 
Can Teach Us About the Good Life, is 
a distillation of lectures that attract 
around 700 Harvard undergraduates 
each year.  On the first day of class, 
Professor Puett promises that “[i]f 
you take the ideas in these texts seri-
ously, they will change your life.” 
  
“Most of us think we’re doing the 
right thing when we look within, find 
ourselves, and determine what our 
lives should become,” says Puett. 
“But what if these ideas..are actually 
limiting us?”  In fact, this “discovery” 
of who we are at our core only de-
scribes one version of ourselves, 
trapping us there, preventing growth. 
“We are the ones standing in our own 
way.” 
  
According to Puett, In the 
16th century Jesuits reaching China 
were stunned to discover power held 
by a meritocracy, an educated elite 
whose members were determined by 
a civil service exam focused on ca-
pacity to comprehend large issues 
and to make the right decisions in 
complex moral situations. 
  
But we have misinterpreted what the 
Jesuits saw, and the teachings of Chi-
na’s great philosophers, says Puett. 
He has set up a free e-book available 
on  K i nd le ,  Nook  o r  i Book 
Store: Confucius, Mencius, Laotzi, 
Zhuangzi, Xunzi: Selected Passages, 
where we can read their original 
teachings, along with The Path, and 
just possibly change our lives. 

It’s time for another OLLI Customer 
Satisfaction Survey!  Surveys are col-
lected every 2 years to give the OLLI 
staff and Advisory Board feedback on 
our program offerings and tell us 
more about our members.  You may 
fill out the survey one of four ways, 
but PLEASE only fill it out once! 
 
1. Fill out the included paper 

questionnaire and return it to 
our office at SVSU via mail or in 
person. 

2. Pick up a copy of the paper 
questionnaire from our office 
and return it to us via mail or in 
person. 

3. Fill out the online questionnaire 
by following the link on Face-
book. 

4. Use your smart phone  QR read-
er to read the code below and fill 
out the survey on your mobile 
device. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So what are we learning from these 
surveys?  What type of classes our 
members take and might want more 
of, how often you travel with us and 
what your traveling abilities are, and 
demographic information on the 
membership as a whole.  Please 
make sure to do the survey this year 
as it is our only method of gaining 
feedback from the entire group!  If 
you have any questions or concerns, 
please let the OLLI staff know. 

Beloved for his children’s books, The-
odor Seuss Geisel was better known 
as Dr. Seuss.  Writing his first chil-
dren’s book for publication in 1937, 
Dr. Seuss went on to write 60 more 
books, including The Cat and the Hat  
and Green Eggs and Ham. 
 
Despite his reputation as a children’s 
author, Geisel had also held several 
jobs in industry.  Working for Stand-
ard Oil’s advertising department, 
Geisel’s Flit insecticide advertise-
ment was nationally recognized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geisel also did advertisements for 
Ford Motor Company, NBC, and Gen-
eral Electric, amongst others.   
 
Some of Geisel’s most interesting 
work was for Frank Capra’s Signal 

Corps dur-
ing WWII, 
where he 
made ani-
m a t e d 
films and 
propaganda 
for the 
T r e a s u r y 

Department and War Production 
Board. 
 
Dr. Seuss passed away in 1991 at the 
age of 87. 

• Bridge 

• Buddhist Psychology 

• Choral Singing 

• Cross Country Skiing 

• Current Events 

• Cycling 

• Dinner 

• Esoteric Cosmology 

• Euchre 

• Games 

• Gardening 

• Guitar 

• Kayaking 

• Knitting 

• Lunch 

• Music Collegium 

• Pickleball 

• Ping Pong 

• Recreational Biking 

• Sharing the Great 

Courses 

• Short Stories 

• Stamp & Coin Collecting 

• Theatre 
 
 
 
 
For group leader contact 

info see: svsu.edu/olli  

CHAIR’S NOTE SURVEY SAYS DR. SEUSS 

CURRENT INTEREST GROUPS 

—Leslie Sanders, Advisory Board Chair 



It’s Always Reading Month! 
One of the luxuries of being retired is 
having enough time to read. I have 
recently been indulging my love of 
nonfiction. Here are a few favorites: 
 
Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Good-
win: Think you know everything 
about Abraham Lincoln? Nope, not 
unless you’ve read this book!  Fasci-
nating, humbling, moving. The final 
chapters are superb. 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt by Blanche Wiesen 
Cook: What sign would she have car-
ried at the Women’s March? “Build 
Kindness, Not Walls”?  “It’s Been One 
Day and I’ve Already Had Enough”? A 
sometimes sad and always heroic sto-
ry of one who paved the way and the 
price she paid. 
 
American Heiress by Jeffrey Toobin: 
It’s about Patty Hearst.  Sometimes 
you just need to read for relaxation.  
Besides, it was fun to look back at 

those times.  
 
The Spirit Catches You and 
You Fall Down by Anne 
Fadiman: Run, don’t walk, 

to read this book about a Hmong 
family in the United States. Packed 
with history, humanity, and the chal-
lenges of immigration. You won’t 
forget this family and this story..  
 
The best books teach, enlighten, and 
entertain; in other words, they lift 
you up. Happy reading! 
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“The Adventurer” is published 
monthly for SVSU-OLLI members at 
Saginaw Valley State University.   
Reprints of this newsletter may be 
obtained by calling 989.964.4475. 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katherine Ellison 

989.964.4475 

NEWSLETTER 

Interested in the local theater scene, but not sure where to go or what to see?  
Love seeing plays but don’t have anyone to go with?  Appreciate fine perfor-
mance and want to discuss it with likeminded folks?  Then the OLLI Theater In-
terest Group is for you!  The Theater Group connects about once a month during 
the fall and winter semesters to see a play at a local, Tri-County, 
venue and go out to dinner.  The performance schedule may be 
found along with ticket sales before the OLLI monthly meetings 
in the hallway outside the Curtiss Hall Banquet Rooms.  For more 
information, please contact Barbara Honeycutt at 770-713-6899. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ADVISORY BOARD 

March is also women’s history month, 
and 2017 to the present has certainly 
seen an uptick in women’s activism.   
It began with the  Women’s March on 
Washington in January 2017, followed 
by smaller marches nation-wide, the 
“Me Too” Movement, and yet another 
round of localized marches at the 
beginning of 2018.   
 
In March of 1913, women led a march 
on Washington D.C. promoting wom-
en’s suffrage; over 8000 women were 
in attendance.  The 2017 march on 
Washington drew over 470,000 wom-
en and human rights supporters, but 
American women have been fighting 
for their rights and a change in social 
behavior and governmental policies 
toward women since the inception of 
the United States. 
 
In 1776, Abigail Adams, wife of John 
Adams, 2nd President of the United 
States and founding father, wrote to 
her husband during his work creating 
the Declaration of Independence, 
“remember the ladies.”  About 100 
years later, the National Council of 
Women in the U.S. was organized, to 
address the concerns of women seek-
ing equality and serve as a united 
voice for women’s rights.    
 
Today, women have come out to re-
gain their political 
voice after a hard-
fought gender war of 
a campaign in 2016, 
noting that there is 
still a struggle for 
gender equality in 
the U.S. 

WOMEN’S HISTORY 

GROUP FOCUS: THEATER 

Louise Fleischmann 



Saginaw Valley State University 
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“In like a lion, out like a lamb” is 
how the saying goes about the month 
of March.  However, we Michigan-
der’s know that March can really go 
either way with delightful spring 
temperatures or brutal snowstorms.  
It’s a good idea to have a few good 
books ready in case of the latter, 
which is probably why March is Na-
tional Reading Month!  My favorite 
book is John Steinbeck’s The Grapes 
of Wrath, which depicts the struggle 
of the “Okies” during the Great De-
pression in the 1930s by following the 
fictional Joad family through Hoover-
villes and fruit farm work.  For some-
thing lighter, I like to turn to the  Cat 
Who book series by Lillian Jackson 
Braun.  Follow 
the antics of 
J a m e s 
Qwilleran and 
his two Sia-
mese cats to 
solve myster-
ies. 

Learn about the  power of literature 
and poetry in everyday life!  This 
event showcases nationally recog-
nized authors and poets at venues 
throughout downtown Chelsea.  The 
readings are intimate—giving at-
tendees a chance to interact with the 
authors.  Books will be available for 
purchase and signing.  Midwest Liter-
ary Walk is hosted by Chelsea District 
Library.  Our first stop will be lunch 
at the Chelsea Alehouse, followed by 
the literary walk downtown.  The trip 
package includes lunch and motor-
coach transportation from SVSU.  
Please note that the author lineup 
for 2018 will not be posted until 
March, and this trip requires walking 
to author venues in town.   

 
Saturday 4/28 
9am-6:30pm 

$65 Members/$85 Non-Members 

The Moonstone is usually regarded as 
the first full-length detective novel in 
the English language. Its complex 
plot focuses on a large Indian dia-
mond that a young woman receives 
on her 18th birthday. After the dia-
mond is stolen, turmoil and misun-
derstandings abound. Various efforts 
to identify the thief and recover the 
diamond are told in a masterly fash-
ion. Rose Kohut, an obsessed reader 
and OLLI member, leads the class. 
Kohut previously taught Collins' "The 
Woman in White." Please read the 
First Narrative for the opening class.  
 

 
Monday 3/5, 3/12, 

3/19, & 3/26 
9:30am-11:30am C140 

$27 Members/ 
$54 Non-Members 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

Midwest Literary Walk 

TRIP HIGHLIGHT CLASS HIGHLIGHT 

The Moonstone 


