
Connecting and Learning God’s Word 
 
We know that it’s still summer, but it is time to start thinking about what’s coming up this fall – and there will be a 
number of new and different Adult Education opportunities this year! 
 

Sunday Mornings – 8:45 a.m. 
 
Remembering the Reformation 
This October marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses on the church door, kicking off the 
Reformation. We will have several activities to remember this momentous event. First, there will be three classes 
that will provide introductory information on the Reformation, Martin Luther and Calvin. Then, Pastor Mike has 
invited one of his Luther Seminary professors to present and preach on the Reformation.  More details to come 
after Pastor Mike returns from his sabbatical. 
 
Israel/Palestine: A Guide for Understanding the Holy Land from Jesus to a Divided Jerusalem  
We have invited Elliot Ratzman, a visiting postdoctoral fellow in the Religious Studies department at Lawrence 
University. He has taught courses on the Arab-Israeli conflict, Jerusalem, race, and social justice at Swathmore 
College, Rutgers University, and Temple University. Ratzman received his Ph.D. in religion, ethics, and politics from 
Princeton's Religion Department. He worked for various Israeli peace movements while living and studying in 
Jerusalem for several years and continues to be active in Middle East peace and justice organizations. 
 
There will be four sessions (2 on Sunday mornings, and 2 on Monday nights): 

 The Judaisms of Israel – An introduction to the religion of Judaism through a review of the various sects, 
denominations, and practices of Jewish Israelis.  

 A Short History of Jerusalem – We will go through some of the dizzying history of Jerusalem, making 
important stops at holy sites, emphasizing the city's history of coexistence and conflict.   

 The Judaism of Jesus – In this session, you will get a taste of how the archaeology of Israel has enabled 
us to understand better the Jewish religion that Jesus and his early followers practiced under Roman 
occupation.  

 The Arab-Israeli Conflict: A Beginner’s Guide – Going deeper than the headlines, we will examine the roots 
of the conflict. 
 

Animate – Practices 
Interspersed between the above classes we will work our way through a new Animate series, entitled 
“Practices”.   Animate: Practices is a seven-session adult introduction to the central practices of the Christian faith. 
Topics include prayer, worship sacraments, service and community. 
 
Sunday Times 
Once a month, Jim Bowman and Pastor Mike will return to lead this popular discussion group. Get together and 
discuss the events of the world and what might be a proper Christian response. 
 
Sunday Evenings - 6:30 p.m. 
 
Embodying Your Faith 
An introductory exploration of connections between our bodies and our faith, using everyday movements.  Kathy 

Privatt will lead this exploration using tools from her work with Alexander Movement Technique.   
  
The nuts and bolts:   

 All adults/young adults are welcome!   

 Wear comfortable clothing.  

 Bring a yoga mat or blanket/large towel if lying on the floor is possible for you. 

 Know that we'll adapt movement to what you can do with ease. 

 
Come explore new ways to think about being the hands and feet of God! 
 
Bible Study – Monday Evenings and Tuesdays at Noon 
 
Violence Divine 
This eight-session DVD-based program examines Biblical violence, asking “Is the only path to shalom through a 
valley of capricious divine bloodshed?” One of the world’s foremost historical Jesus scholars, John Dominic Crossan, 
teaches how to “rise above the greatest of Christian treasons: that everlasting peace can only be achieved through 
the onslaught of divine violence.” The course will include a summary of his bestselling book, How to Read the Bible 
and Still Be a Christian: Struggling with Divine Violence from Genesis Through Revelation. The same class will be 
presented on Monday night and Tuesday noon. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there!  If you have any thought or questions call the church office at 920-734-1787, or 
send me an email. ~Greg Braatz, Commissioned Lay Pastor 


