
2018 Holy Land Trip 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Appleton, Wisconsin 

 
On Thursday, January 11, a group of 15 members of MPC will be heading out to visit the Holy 
Land.  With 15 people going, there are at least 15 different reasons to make a trip of this nature, but for 
most it is a desire to see and experience the land we have all read about in the Bible. As the group heads 
out on this journey, we ask that you keep us in your prayers. So that you might be able to better 
visualize where we will be and what to pray for, we wanted to provide you with the itinerary and just a 
few of the daily highlights. 
 
Thursday, January 11 
We leave Appleton early in the morning for Chicago and a long day of traveling to Tel Aviv, Israel.  

 Please pray for our safe travel. 
 
Friday, January 12 
We arrive in Tel Aviv mid-morning. Our first stop will be the 1st century city of Caesarea Martima. It was 
here that Peter welcomed the first Gentile, the centurion Cornelius, into the new church. We will also be 
stopping on Mt. Tabor, the site of the Transfiguration. Our hotel for this night is on the northern end of 
the Sea of Galilee.  

 We ask you to pray for all members of our church, old and new. 
 
Saturday, January 13 
The day starts with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. We then 
head to Capernaum, Jesus’ base of operation and where he 
taught in the synagogue. We will also visit the places where 
Jesus fed the 5,000, preached the Beatitudes and told Peter to 
“feed my sheep.” 

 We ask you to pray for all of those who are hungry 
(spiritually and physically). 

 
Sunday, January 14 
Our first stop will be Cana, the site of Jesus’ first miracle. Here, some of the married couples in our 
group will be renewing their marriage vows. We then continue on to Nazareth, Jesus’ home town, 
where we will visit the beautiful Church of the Annunciation, where the angel told Mary that she would 
be Jesus’ mother. We then head to Yardenit, one of the sites on the Jordon River that celebrates Jesus’ 
baptism. That night we will arrive in Jerusalem. 

 We ask you to pray for relationships, and also take a moment to reflect on the meaning of your 
own baptism. 

 
Monday, January 15 
This day will include important historical sites, but not necessarily Biblical. We will start in Qumran, 
where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. Following that, we will head to Masada, a mountaintop 
fortress where a group of Jewish zealots held off the Roman army for three years. The final stop of the 
day will be a float in the Dead Sea. 

 We have now reached the midway point of our journey.  We thank you for your prayers.  Please 
pray for our safety and the energy to continue on. 

 



Tuesday, January 16 
Today and tomorrow will be a busy days, starting on the Mount of Olives. This area is mentioned in 
many places in the Bible, but it is most remembered as the site where Jesus began his descent into 
Jerusalem on the back of a donkey on the day we now call “Palm Sunday.” We will then move on to the 
Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed before he was betrayed, and Bethesda Pool where Jesus 
healed a crippled man. The Garden Tomb is the next stop, which is a pastoral setting similar to where 
Jesus would have been laid to rest. This will be the setting for our communion service (it is about a half 
mile from where the first Lord’s Supper occurred). We will finish the day at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher (the holiest site in Christendom). This huge church covers the area where our Lord was 
crucified, his body prepared, and where he was buried.  

 On this day we will visit many of the sites where our Lord suffered, so we ask you to pray for all in 
the world who are suffering. 

 
Wednesday, January 17 
Today we begin at the Temple Mount. Here we will visit the 
Dome of the Rock (the third holiest site in Islam) and the 
Western Wall (the holiest site in Judaism). We will also visit 
the “upper room,” the site that celebrates when our Lord 
broke bread and drank wine for the last time with his 
disciples. In the afternoon we will visit a huge open-air 
market, shopping for food and vegetables. After that we will 
have a cooking class in Mediterranean cuisine.  

 Pray that somehow unity can be found between 
Abraham’s three religions. 

 
Thursday, January 18 
This morning will start out with a very sobering experience, as we visit Yad Yashem, the Holocaust 
museum. We will be remembering the horrible things that human beings are capable of doing to each 
other. The afternoon will lighten up some as we visit Bethlehem, the city of our Savior’s birth. If the 
situation permits, we will visit the Security Wall and get a very small sense of what it is like to live 
behind this imposing structure. Jesus became flesh to bring peace on earth.   

 The places we visit this day are living demonstrations that we are in desperate need of peace, so 
we ask you to pray for peace. 

 
Friday, January 19 
At this point in time I’m guessing we will be exhausted, so it is time to head home! We leave Tel Aviv 
mid-morning and arrive in Chicago that night.  

 Again, please pray for our safe travel. 
 
We look forward to getting back to MPC and sharing our adventures with you.  At this time we are 
tentatively planning a Fellowship Dinner on Sunday, April 15, where we will share the details of what 
occurred on our journey. Thank you for your prayers of support! ~ Greg Braatz, Group Leader 

 


