
Don’t Try to Go It Alone 

There is a blog I read on occasion from a pastor who was reflecting on the longevity of his current ministry location - 

over forty years at the same place.  40 years.  “4-0”, wow!  I’m not sure if my congregation could put up with me that 

long, although some of them jokingly mention that when I started, the fine print in the contract mentioned that I was 

signing on for life.  I lovingly remind them that I’ve yet to see or sign a contract and I am beginning my nineteenth year - 

the first six as an associate pastor, and now beginning my thirteenth as lead pastor.  My family and I truly love our 

church and our community. 

I know there are a number of new pastors in our region - some are serving as a pastor for the first time while others are 

starting in a new ministry location. First off, let me welcome you.  Pastoring in a CB church has been a real blessing in my 

life and ministry.  I have gained so much from connecting with other CB pastors and I have been able to glean a lot of 

wisdom from those within the region that I have rubbed shoulders with. 

I was asked to share a little advice, but to be quite honest, even after twenty-four years of ministry and over eighteen at 

the same church, I still don’t feel like I have any great wisdom.  But after considering the request for a few days, let me 

share two truths that I believe God laid on my heart and that have helped me over the years: 

1) Don’t try to go it alone.  We’re all in this battle together, and we need one another.  There can be tough days in 

ministry and we need the support and encouragement of others who are walking the same road.  I have been 

blessed to be involved in a local pastors group that crosses denominational lines.  It has been a great source of 

encouragement to me, but I have also made a commitment to be a part of our statewide CB Pastor’s cluster 

which places a great emphasis on “soul care”. In addition, I have also been to several trainings the region has 

provided and have also attended the Moody Pastor’s Conference with other CB pastors in the region.  These 

events have been an ongoing source of encouragement to me.  I have learned much from my fellow pastors, and 

have had the privilege to pray for them and have them pray for me. 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 in the NLT says, “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.  

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that 

the day of His return is drawing near.” 

 

We need each other.  The demands of ministry can sometimes feel overwhelming which is why we need the 

support and encouragement of others who understand both the joys and the challenges of ministry.  I 

remember hearing an African proverb at one of the first CB training events I ever attended.  The proverb goes 

like this:  “If you want to run fast, run alone.  If you want to run far, run together.” 

 

So, find some ministry partners to “run” with - those you can encourage, and those who can encourage you. 

 

2) Seek the Lord at every turn.  I realize I am “preaching to the choir” on this one, but please hear me out.  I’ve 

been teaching through the book of Joshua over the past few months and there have been some powerful truths 

God has taught me, but probably none more powerful than what we see in Joshua 9.  After hearing the stories of 

God’s display of power on behalf of Israel at both Jericho and Ai, the Gibeonites realized their destruction was 

imminent if they didn’t do something quickly.  So in hopes of preventing an attack from Israel, they resorted to 

deception.  They sent some ambassadors dressed in ragged clothes, and carrying weathered saddlebags with 



dry, moldy bread.  They were trying to look the part of travelers that had come a great distance seeking a peace 

treaty with Israel. 

 

Joshua and the other Israelite leaders instead of seeking the Lord at every turn, resorted to depending on 

human wisdom.  Some of the most tragic words in the entire book of Joshua are found in Joshua 9:14 (NIV) - 

“The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord.” So they went ahead and ate some of 

the dry, moldy bread yet they didn’t talk to God about it.  Makes sense, right?!?   

 

What makes those words so tragic is that the same thing had just happened to them in Joshua 7 at the battle 

against Ai. Instead of consulting the Lord about how best to attack the city, Joshua simply trusted the advice of 

some of the spies he’d sent to explore the city.  If only Joshua had prayed, surely God could have revealed 

Achan’s sin and prevented the death of thirty-six Israelite soldiers.   

 

In both instances, Joshua and the Israelite leaders failed to “inquire of the Lord”.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him…”  This 

was definitely back-to-back episodes of leaning on their own understanding, and we can be prone to make the 

same mistake.  We trust our own wisdom and experience.  We trust the advice of others, and fail to seek the 

Lord at every turn.  Let’s not make the same tragic mistake Joshua did - instead let’s be leaders who seek the 

Lord at every turn. 

So, for those of you new to your church or new to the region, welcome!!  My prayer is that God will bless you with a 

fruitful ministry as you depend on Him and seek Him at every turn.  I also hope you get connected to a CB pastor’s cluster 

so that you can receive encouragement and be an encouragement to those who are walking a similar path in ministry. 
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