
“Heroes of the Faith #6 –  
‘Will the Man After God’s Own Heart, Please Stand Up’”  

 
Red Wing, Minnesota.  That is where we 
were on July 3.  My son-in-law’s family was 
in the Minneapolis area visiting from Seattle.  
Sure they have the 600’ majestic Space 
Needle with a rotating Sky City restaurant 
that is breathtaking overlooking an evening 
sunset.  Been there!  Then there is the 
famous Pike’s Place Fish Market on the 
Seattle pier.  The fishmongers throw wild 
Alaskan Salmon that customers have 
purchased before they are wrapped.  
Experienced that!   We have historic Red 
Wing, Minnesota.  The home of the world 

known Red Wing pottery.  We stopped at the Red Wing Pottery Company where we watched the 
“throwers”.  They are skilled artisans who shape pottery on a classic potter’s kick-wheel.  It was 
amazing.  We witnessed a craftsman take a useless clump of clay and shape it into a beautiful piece of 
stoneware.   I asked the thirty-year thrower, “Why do you do this?”  His answer was classic.  “I like to 
take something that has no form and make it beautiful!” 
 
It reminded me quickly of what God wants to do in the CB North Central region, as we believe God for 
the impossible in 2017.  In previous articles, we have taken a brief look at several individuals that have 
attempted the impossible for God and His kingdom work.  I Kings 2:1-4 gives us another wonderful 
example of someone who passed on the legacy of this kind of belief system, even when he was dying. 
 
“When David's time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, saying, "I am about to go the 
way of all the earth.  Be strong, and show yourself a man, and keep the charge of the LORD your God, 
walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is 
written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn, that the 
LORD may establish his word that he spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons pay close attention to 
their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack 
a man on the throne of Israel.'” 
 

This is God’s message to me, as I attempt to help lead our region to greater health in the mission of 
making committed and passionate followers of Jesus Christ.  I pray you will be similarly challenged as 
you step out to believe God for what is seemingly impossible in your ministry world.    
 
1.  Help me to be strong.  (verse 2)   I clearly remember when I started this position in 2011, there 

were isolated times when I thought, “What am I doing here?”  The Lord kept telling me that I had 
an assignment to accomplish and there is no time to be weak-hearted.   The Hebrew word here 
to be “strong” means to hold on or persevere at all cost.  David lived a life that was strong in 
completing God’s assignments and he never quit.  He knew that his son must complete the 
assignment of building the Temple of God in Jerusalem. 
 



Friends, as you are given a seemingly impossible assignment from God, remain strong to complete 
it.   Let us persevere through the many responsibilities with the strength that only God provides.  
(Ephesians 6:10) 

 

2. Help me to be a man.  (verse 2)   I had a good laugh when I read this.  Being called a “sissy” when 
growing up was fighting words, but is that what David was saying to his son as he was dying?  Yep!  
Solomon was just a kid at round 20 years old.  He was probably a mama’s boy and grew up around 
many women.  David made him king over Israel.  He transferred the leadership of the nation from 
Saul to Judah.  He established Jerusalem as the Holy City as the religious center and the national 
capital for all Jews.  He set a plan in place to build the Temple of God.  He made Israel the strongest 
military power in all the land.   He kind of told Solomon, ‘I have done so much for you to be king, 
now don’t blow it! You are the king of Israel, now act like one.’ 

 
God has given us an important assignment to accomplish for the kingdom.  Sometimes the 
responsibilities and pressures are more than we can handle.   I say to myself, “This is no time to be 
a sissy.”  Showing myself to be a man is to rest upon God’s power and strength to accomplish that 
which seems impossible.  
 

3.   Help me observe what the Lord requires.  (verse 3-4)   
 

In General George Patton’s book, “The Principles for Life and Leadership” he writes, “Picking the 
right leader is the most important task of any commander.”  God is also looking for people to whom 
He can give authority and responsibility.  God gave David a job to do and He watched to see how 
he would respond.  Now, David gave his son the exact same responsibility that God gave to David.     
 
God made a covenantal promise to David through the prophet Nathan that He would bless him and 
make his dynasty great. David was faithful and obedient to God in all aspects of his life.  Now 
Solomon was given the exact same responsibility or obligation to fulfill his obedience to the 
promises of God. 
 
Yes, we have a calling to the ministry of preaching the Gospel.  Yes, we are given a seemingly 
impossible assignment in our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ in the local church.  Yes, at 
times the responsibilities are great.  Being a man of God is to understand the cost and requirements, 
just like David.  We must be careful to follow and obey the Words of God, acknowledge His presence 
in our lives, serve Him with our whole heart and always seek Him in our personal relationships. 

 
What’s left to model after David?  SURRENDER!  I love what Dan Roelofs said in his book, “A Place Called 
Surrender.”  “I am no resident of this place called surrender.  Actually, I wouldn’t visit unless God took 
me there.  But each time I begin to taste of it, to taste of Him, it creates a hunger for more.”   
 
Will you come with me to his place of surrender, as we watch God work among us in the region? 
 
Pat Phinney 
Regional Director, CB North Central 


