
 

“Why Bad Things Happen to Good People” 

“Superstorm Irma Slams Florida”.  We witnessed those headlines as Hurricane Irma pounded Florida.  The story is all 
too familiar with the recent devastation of Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Jose is on its way.  In a four-day period, many 
areas received more than 40 inches of rain as the system roamed over eastern Texas and adjacent waters.  It caused 
catastrophic flooding. With peak accumulations of 52”, Harvey was the wettest tropical cyclone on record in the United 
States. The resulting floods inundated hundreds of thousands of homes, displaced more than 30,000 people and prompted 
more than 17,000 rescues. 
 

I witnessed a CNN reporter interview a woman who lost everything and she was wearing a tee shirt that read, “Pray Hard!”  
Others were quoted to say, “How can I pray when I am not sure if there is even a God and if there is, why would He do 
this?”  These kinds of sentiments are pervasive throughout our country in light of other difficulties that have come.  The 
practical question coming before a shocked America is, “Why would God allow such tragedies?”  Allow me to take this 
opportunity to remind us of some truths that help us understand, “Why bad things may happen to good people.”   
 
God allows the pain of suffering as a way to ALERT us that something is wrong with the world and with us.  It is easy to 
blame other people, right? Romans 5:12,18 teach us that every generation of people inherits the full effects of sin and its 
consequences which is eternal death.  Every evil – every disease – every disaster – every corruption – every sorrow – every 
grief – and every agony is a vivid reminder of our human predicament.  BECAUSE OF SIN, the world is not the way God 
created it to be.   
 
God may allow suffering because it DIRECTS us back to a dependent relationship.  Because of what has happened with 
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, people are praying and beginning to seek God.  I believe the typical person, when they are 
experiencing pain, may want to run from God.  Instead of running to Him for safety, for help, for strength, we run the 
other way.  Then we say, “God, in my pain, I don’t need you!”  2 Corinthians 1:9 clearly teaches that God’s first priority in 
our suffering is to show us how WEAK we are in ourselves.  If we think that we are STRONG in our difficulties, then we do 
not learn the proper reliance and dependence on God. 
 
This suffering we see in America these recent days may also SHAPE us into the image of Jesus Christ.  2 Corinthians 3:17-
18 clearly teaches us this.  The shaping of a nation that makes a profession to know God is very important.  There is more.  
God wants His people who have been called by His name to resemble the marvelous qualities of the One who has given 
true freedom in this world.  During this time of difficulty, let us learn to pray, “Make me like you!” 
 
Lastly, God may allow the pain of suffering to UNITE us.  Look how our nation has pulled together after Harvey.  We have 
witnessed amazing stories of kindness and sacrifice.  Millions of dollars were donated.  Truckloads of food have been 
delivered.  Families have taken in refugees.  Thousands of people have volunteered time to rebuild the devastated areas 
of the hurricanes in Texas and now Florida.  Let’s face the truth that suffering assaults us.  Let’s just say it; God often uses 
pain in the world to unite His people as one in the church.     
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