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WHAT BREED TO PURCHASE?

Your new dog or puppy will be a member of your family. Select a BREED whose characteristics, including size, friendliness, or watchdog characteristics that you appreciate and your neighborhood can live with. Research breeds and hybrids online. Study. One book that I like is Dog Whisperer, Cesar Millan’s book, How to Raise the Perfect Dog. Cesar discusses pup selection extensively in this book. 
If you are considering a XANADU Dog, please read the on-line document, "XANADU Breeding Goals." It is important to know if XANADU'S breeding objectives are your objectives, too. Our goal is to develop the World's Best Family Dog.
PERSONALITY CHARACTERISTICS

Some breeds are alert watchdogs (e.g., Shepherds, Poodles). Some are characteristically friendly with everyone, although they may bark at strangers (most Siberian Huskies, Labrador & Golden Retrievers, many Doodle hybrids, XANADU Dogs). Some breeds can be aggressive if not properly raised and trained (the guard dogs); XANADU does not breed for guard dog characteristics. Some dogs are high energy (like the herding dogs, sighthounds...); some are couch potatoes; some dogs have a high prey instinct, some are prone to wander (Beagles, for example, have great noses that lead them around and sometimes get them into trouble), etc. 

DOODLE COAT TYPES

Some dogs (especially straight-haired and short-haired) shed year-round. Some dogs are called “shedless” or “low shed.” They still shed, but their "shedfree" fur/hair does not hit the floor. Instead, they need more grooming to prevent matting, or they may need a cute spring clip--maybe three a year. Many Doodles have “Doodle Fleece” coats that are called "low-to-no-shed." But about ½ of the F1 Doodles (50-50 hybrids) will shed. F1b (and some F2) Doodles have more Poodle characteristics and are less likely to get dog hair on your clothes or furniture.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS, the Match Between You and Your Pup
Will your new puppy be difficult for you to train because it is large or because it is energetic? Do you have the time for extensive training? Are you are a smaller person or not as strong as a BIG dog or growing puppy? Are you older or do you have a disability that would make controlling your dog difficult? Are you a young person--pre-teenager or child who is expected to be an essential part of your family pup-training and exercise team? Would the help of a professional dog trainer be possible? If a BIG, enthusiastic pup would present a problem for you, maybe you need a smaller, or gentler, or calmer breed--or your big breed pup may need to go to Puppy Camp or some type of great training program.

If you are an avid outdoorsman, a tiny dog may not be appropriate as your companion. Dogs who are under 12 pounds CAN be at risk from eagles, hawks, and owls. Even larger dogs may be at risk from coyote attacks. What size dog could you rescue and carry if your dog had an accident in the wilds? A snake bite? An unfortunate encounter with a wild animal—a porcupine or any protective mother animal in spring?
Big dogs eat more food (that is, big dogs are more expensive), and there is more doggie-do clean-up, and grooming is more costly. 

Some smaller dogs may be easily injured if you step on a paw—if your kiddos/grandkids play too roughly with a more delicate or tiny breed—if, if, if…and then there are the hazards of other animals: big dogs that are not well trained, coyotes, hawks, owls...etc. 

And all dogs need yearly well-dog check-ups and medications, like worming, teeth cleaning... 

Do you need a fenced yard? Yes, you do! What kind of fence? How high for your dog’s size and jumping ability? And how about keeping other dogs / animals out of your yard? And how expensive is a good fence?

XANADU breeds Doodles—and other hybrids and Doodle crosses. I breed for a friendly temperament; Xanadoodle will NOT breed any dog with a genetic temperament issue. But still there are differences: Some puppies are more like their Retriever parent in temperament and are calmer. Some are more active, very smart or perhaps barky like their Poodle parent (I breed for low-barkiness, too). Both the active Poodle and the (usually) calmer Retriever are highly trainable. I breed for trainability. And if the hybrid combo contains the AussiePoo, they will be smart, active dogs, whether minis or larger. 

PUPPY PRICING

Your puppy’s original price will be the least of your dog budget; still, you want a good deal—a reasonably priced pup. Why do breeders charge so much when you can just as easily get a dog from a shelter—maybe a VERY good dog--for only a few hundred dollars? OR maybe not—maybe the darling rescue will be a HEART BREAK. 
A RESPONSIBLE breeder—and there are many, but they are in the minority—breeds the BEST EXAMPLES OF THE BREED(S) s/he can find. “Best” means TEMPERAMENT. “Best” means that the parent and grandparents have been tested for genetic problems that could shorten your dog’s life or compromise his/her health—problems like bad hips or blindness, etc. THERE ARE MANY SUCH TESTS, AND THEY ARE EXPENSIVE. But the testing of parent dogs saves you both heartache and a bundle of vet bills in the future. For example, dog hip replacements are not cheap. And a dog that goes blind because both parents are carriers of Progressive Retinal Atrophy is a dog that will break your heart. It is NOT ENOUGH to know that the parent dogs are healthy, or that the breeder “has never had a complaint,” or even that the breeder tells you that s/he has completed thorough genetic tests for the parent dogs. What you NEED to know is the RESULTS of the Parent Dogs’ Genetic Tests.  And as a guideline, test results should be “excellent” or “good,” as in OFA hip tests. Parent dogs should be “clear” or “negative” (or possibly “carrier”) for tested diseases, but NOT have “positive” test results for a disease. Your pup should not have a heart murmur that s/he is not expected to outgrow. Ask about the parent dogs’ heart and eye certifications. Especially if you are interested in a small dog, the parents should both have had stifle or patellar testing that shows normal results. 

There are breed-specific genetic tests for the various breeds. You can find those breed-specific tests online (e.g., google, "What genetic tests are recommended for a Standard Poodle?"). Discuss the parent dogs’ testing results with the breeder when you see a cute pup that attracts your family’s attention. Here is just one example: I do not have to test a Standard Poodle for Progressive Retinal Atrophy that could lead to blindness; the purebred Standard does not have PRA in the genes. Well...they didn't; now, Standard Poodles need to be tested, too. Current genetic research changes good practice. I require that all stud mini and medium-sized Poodles used by Xanadoodle test PRA “clear.” Also, if only one parent is a PRA carrier, and you want a pet puppy, it does not really matter if your puppy is a carrier. 

I want to produce puppies that will have great hips when they are old dogs. My foundation dogs—Alice and Glitz—both have 100% PennHips. Four of their puppies became Guardian Home dogs—Rumi, Sky, Lulwah, and Myrrh. They have 100% PennHips. Many breeders breed dogs with a poorer than 50% PennHip score. That breeding practice DOESN’T contribute to the future of Doodle health and hurts owners whose dogs become crippled. I do NOT recommend purchasing a pup whose parent dogs do not have OFA “Excellent,” “Good,” or between 60-100% PennHip results. Most breeders will use the OFA (Orthopedic Foundation of American) hip test or the PennHip test rather than both. I favor PennHip testing.

Note however, if I were purchasing a Saluki, I probably would NOT require PennHip or OFA hip testing results. Salukis are the hip champions of the dog world. I would, however, take a hard look at their feet, the longevity of their lines—and the health of ancestor dogs—and HOW they died.

A beautiful, promising potential breeding dog—even a show champion—may have been very expensive as a puppy. His/her testing and his/her parents’ testing will certainly be expensive—thousands of dollars. And then that potential breeding dog may flunk his/her genetic tests. And finally, will the potential breeding dog be able to produce pups? Sometimes they cannot; it happens. A proven breeding dog with great genetic test results for several generations AND A GREAT TEMPERAMENT is worth MANY thousands of dollars to the breeder.

Some breeders ONLY test their male dogs; I understand that—If a male is not a carrier of GR-PR1 or “Icthy,” then perhaps it does not matter if the female is a carrier, because the pups should be symptom free, whether carriers or clear. And if the female is untested, PERHAPS the female’s hips can be offset by the male’s excellent hips. Still, I test both parents’ hips, elbows, PRA, and for other breed-specific carrier-diseases when I begin new lineages. And there is always something new that a recently-developed test can detect; breeders need to keep up.

There are some nasty genetic diseases/big problems out there: Canine Degenerative Myelopathy; Exercise Induced Collapse; Multidrug Resistance in Cancer; Neonatal Encephalopathy with Seizures, etc., etc. If a breeder sends test results for parent dogs to you and it looks too hard for an ordinary person to read, look for these results: Negative (as in “Normal”) or “Normal Patellar Examination,” or “Normal Heart Sounds Without a Cardiac Murmur,” or “Normal Cardiovascular Examination,” or “Normal CERF” (eye) test results, Carrier (in only ONE of the parent dogs) or “No evidence of elbow dysplasia…”. You DO NOT WANT TO SEE A “POSITIVE” TEST RESULT. Also, it will be worth the expense to ask your veterinarian to review test results with you.
Sometimes you will see pups advertised that are “clear by parentage.” That means that the parents did not carry a problem, and so the pups cannot be carriers of that problem. Still, if I am considering the purchase of a particular puppy, I’d ask the breeder to scan the parents’ test results and email them to me. You may be paying between one and three thousand dollars for a puppy. It is not too much to ask a breeder to send you these test results.

Summary of Minimal Genetic Testing

All parent dogs of Retriever-type Doodles should have OFA Hip Test results or PennHip Test results, and these should be available to you. OFA Hip results for parents should be (my opinion) Excellent or Good—and “Good” does not impress me very much. PennHip scores should be between 60 and 100% for both male and female parent.

CERF (eye) tests should be Normal. These tests should be performed yearly for breeding dogs, both parents.

Congenital Cardiac testing by OFA should be Normal.

Mini Doodle parents should have a Patellar Examination (OFA test for elbow dysplasia). The results should be Normal and may also include the statement, “No evidence of elbow dysplasia...”

PRA (and PRA +) testing results for parent dogs of Mini and Medium Doodles should be Negative or one parent can be a Carrier for PET HOME puppies. (An inclusive geneotype test from a company such as International Genetics, Inc. will cover several diseases with one test.)

And finally, there may be a reason that a breeder does not have a certain test result available to you, especially in “cleared by parentage” cases. That means that the parent dogs did not carry a particular problem. Talk to the breeder. 

I’m always happy to discuss the Xanadoodle breeding program, and I am proud of the several lineages that Xanadoodle is developing. You are welcome to contact me by phone.
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