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From Fr. Barry
Dear Friends in Christ,
The change of seasons is upon us- although we might not be feeling it in the air! As
I write this, the temperatures remind us that summer still has its hold over us. We
know, however, that cooler air is coming- eventually. The change from summer to
fall for me has always meant the return to routine.
Maybe because my life has been so geared around the moving of children in and out
of classrooms and extracurricular activities, the days after the Labor Day Holiday
mean that it is time to gear up and start anew. Even in the life cycles of the Church
year, things slow down and can come to a halt in the summer season but with the return of the Fall, we know
it is time to return to the rigors of the liturgical season and demands of discipleship. Good routines like liturgy
are an essential part of our lives. Predictable patterns give us meaning and shape our lives. Hope and
anticipation are built into that routine. A sense of routine allows us to measure our accomplishments and move
us forward in our lives. I understand routine can be the place where one gets stuck. Let this routine be one to
move us forward.
I believe Jesus understood routine- he also knew about shaking the routines that failed to honor God.
I came not to abolish the law- but to fulfill it- and what is that law, but to love God and our neighbor
as we love ourselves. Now there is a routine to follow.
Get back into the routine of gathering around the table and praising the God who gives us life. Worship at
8:00 or 10:00 on Sundays, come to fortnight for a light supper and the Eucharist, Bible Study in the parlor
at 9:15 Sunday mornings, formation for all ages at 9:15 as well. Find joy in the routines of your lives.
God is at work even and especially there!
In Christ,
Barry+
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News From Our Vestry
From The Rector’s Warden
September 2018

This summer in Maine, we were blessed with all the beauty of wild forests and salt
water. I read a wonderful book, Braiding Sweetgrass, by Robin Wall Kimmerer.
A botanist and member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, her book is a three part
braid of scientific information, indigenous plant teachings and her own history of
blending these sets of knowledge. Kimmerer advocates for a wider ecological
consciousness through her own studies on plant communication: under the soil line
and in the air, trees and other growing things are signaling to each other. Scientists
are just beginning to learn what these molecular signals mean, for example, that
dangerous pests or nitrogen fixing bacteria are present. The lesson that we are all
so, so interconnected is reinforced by this new awareness. Imagine the invisible
web that lies under a forest or a garden. Thick taproots of trees weave below and
around finer tree hair roots with those from vines and those from tiny flowers to
create a fertile and rich network for connection and mutual support.
I envision the parish at St. Asaph’s in a similar way. Visible and invisible lines of connection and support link
us as a community, growing in the matrix of faith. We come together at the Eucharist each Sunday to celebrate
our being one body in Christ.
We too are intimately connected to the network of plants. Without plants, all animals, including us, cannot
survive. Plants release the oxygen we breathe as they metabolize. The sugars created through photosynthesis
are the source of all energy on the earth, and they feed the lowest rungs on the food chain. Another naturalist
and clergyman, Rob McCall, writes:
We are told that Moses was out seeing for himself when he saw a burning bush. God spoke to Moses, not
through any book or priest or church, but in the form of a living plant on fire. This is the elegance of myth,
because this is precisely a description of plant metabolism: every plant is doing a slow burn as carbon,
water and sunlight are synthesized by chlorophyll into sugars which the plant burns to sustain its life, and
all life. Every bush is a burning bush, every shrub a revelation.
Every plant starts from seed. Every seed counts. The Sowing Seeds campaign has exceeded expectations,
showing the commitment of parishioners to the well being of St. Asaph’s. For now, we are keeping the
campaign open past the original June deadline so that we can gather more seeders. At this point, it’s not about
the money. It’s about joining in to help build our future by preserving the church property, adding a Christian
Formation director and replenishing our invested funds. Please call the church office or read your weekly
service program to learn how to participate. All are welcome in God’s house!
In gratitude,
Diana Post
Rector’s Warden

Next Vestry Meeting - October 15, 2018 at 7PM
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RecentEvents at Saint Asaph’s
PAR Recycle Event
Article submitted by: Sally Pearne

On July 22, after the Sunday service, St. Asaph’s sponsored an electronics
recycling collection in support of both an environmental cause and a social
justice project. The collection agency is a group called PAR-Recycle Works,
run by Maurice Jones, who grew up in Germantown and is currently a student
at Temple University’s Fox School of Business. In 2015 he helped to cofound PAR (People Advancing Reintegration), and as Operations Manager,
he runs the non-profit social enterprise. His role, and the objective of PAR,
is to prepare and train returning citizens who have served out their prison
terms for gainful employment. PAR-Recycle Works hires some of these
returning citizens to staff the collection (see photos on next page).
Prior to the recycling collection, Maurice gave a few remarks at the 9:15
service, in which he stressed the highly encouraging statistic that 93% of
returning citizens who are able to secure employment avoid being
re-incarcerated (whereas without employment the recidivism rate is 65-70%.) He also emphasized 3
ways in which the public, or we as parishioners, can help in this very worth while cause:
1) Continue to dispose of old or unwanted electronics through PAR-Recycle Works;
2) Make cash donations to PAR;
3) Provide any information available to you personally pertaining to possible
employment opportunities, i.e. does your company have job openings.
All the gentlemen in these photos spoke graciously and enthusiastically about this
program, and expressed gratitude to St. Asaph’s for the opportunity to be working. Their
stories are full of courage and determination. One individual volunteered that he had
been incarcerated as a teenager and served more than twenty years. Now he is doing all
he can to re-intergrate himself into society.
St. Asaph’s looks forward to, and is committed to, using PAR in our next recycling collection,
as well as maintaining our connection with Maurice Jones.
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News About Our Members

Eldernet Honors Jane Carton
Submitted by: Lynda Staton

On May 6th, 2018, at its annual Spring Fundraiser, “Food for Thought,” at the
Appleford Estate in Villanova, ElderNet honored our own Jane Carton for her
long time commitment to a wide range of volunteer and charitable
endeavours, including ElderNet and the Ada Mutch Center's Food Pantry, with
the Good Neighbor Award. Friends from St. Asaph’s celebrated , along with
more than 120 local officials and residents from Lower Merion, Narberth and
beyond were in attendance.

“What is the essence of life?
To serve others and to do good.”
- Aristotle
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UpcomingEvents & Other News
The Gallery at St. Asaph’s Upcoming Exhibits
Submitted by: Roy Harker, Director of Music and the Arts

Our Gallery line up for 2018-2019 is almost complete. Here’s a sample of some of the things you can expect
to see this year:
September 14 through October 14, 2018
Opening: Friday, September 14, 2018, 6:00pm to 7:30pm
Look At US, comments on current and historical events:
Artists Colleen Gahrmann, Charlotte Schatz, Sarah Bloom,
and Rosalind Bloom have joined in an exhibition of work
that addresses issues of public concern. The art created by
these women acknowledges and explores their own
privilege, opens up a dialogue on issues of continued
relevance such as gender inequality, other past and present
social injustices, and the history of American racial
tensions. In the face of hatred and oppression we all need to
own our own complicity. Join us as we share, listen and
discuss. Each artist will show new work that continues to
investigate a given theme or medium.

October 19 through November 18, 2018
Opening: Friday, October 19, 6:00pm to 7:30pm
	
  

Art SISTERS
ARTsisters is a collective and vibrant group of
professional women artists with an ongoing schedule of
individual and group shows. Through their work they

November 30, through December 30, 2018
Opening: Friday, November 30, 2018, 6:00pm to 7:30pm
www.bonniemettler.com
Still lives and animal lives
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February 8, through March 3, 2018
Opening: Friday, February 8th, 6:00pm to 7:30pm
Souls Shot: Portraits of Victims of Gun Violence.
A call went out to artists almost one year ago. The result was
27 portraits of people who were killed or maimed by gun violence.
Artists were matched with the victims’ families with the goal of
focusing on the lives they lived and creating a joyful memorial.
The resulting 27 works are moving and powerful.
The exhibition had its debut in Widener Hall at the Presbyterian
Church of Chestnut Hill, but has found exceptional response around
the country and is now at the State Capital in Harrisburg. 	
  	
  
Elysian Camerata
2018-2019 Dates: Mark your Calendars!
Sunday, October 7, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 20, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 10, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 12, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.

Feast Incarnate Dinners - Volunteers Welcomed!
Please save the date for which we will be serving dinners on Tuesday, November 6th Feast Incarnate at University Lutheran Church, 3637 Chestnut Street, ½ block below
The Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral. We will follow the usual plan of car-pooling from
St. Asaph’s Church parking lot; please try to arrive by 2:45 p.m. as the goal is to leave
no later than 3:00 p.m. Limited meter parking is available on Ludlow Alley. Assemble at
3:30 p.m. at the UniLu kitchen to ensure enough time for food heat up and table set up.
The meal is served at 5:00 p.m. with clean up at 6:15 p.m. and home by 7:15 p.m.
However you can help, is much appreciated. Further details and sign up sheets will be
made available in the Parish Hall closer to the date, for those interested in participating.

Thanksgiving Bake Sale
Choir Bake Sale - Our traditional Thanksgiving Bake Sale will be on Sunday, Nov. 19th, following the 10 a.m.
service. Get your Thanksgiving dinner specialties: Sweet-potato casseroles, pies, cheesecakes, breads, cookies,
cranberry sauce, cakes, etc, - all available for sale with proceeds benefiting the music program at St. Asaph's.
The items have, in past years, sold out quickly, so hurry in! To order in advance, contact Bob Ranando via
email: rjranando@aol.com
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Hospitality Needs You!
With the Fall season arriving, we welcome back members who may have gone
away for the summer as well as new visitors as services quickly become full
again. Coffee hour definitely provides a warm, welcoming time to socialize
with one another. So, it would be of great help if everyone could please pick a
Sunday, as volunteers are needed to help with hospitality. You can choose either
the 8 am or 10 am coffee hour slot on Sundays. Also, two people can sign up
for the same Sunday if you'd like to provide snacks or beverages, this way it’s
easier for both volunteers. (Sign-up sheet outside Parish Hall)

Campus News/Activities
Bala Troop 1 News
As your Summer winds down and the new School year gears up so too does a new Scout year. It has been a
tough time for Bala One this Summer. Don Lawler lost his wife Nancy Lawler after a long and courageous
battle. Scoutmaster, Bill Swyer passed away while at Summer Camp with his troop. We have lost a great
leader and a man who had dedicated the past 24 years of his life to serve our youth as Scoutmaster of Troop
Bala One. We will honoring Bill on Saturday, September 29, 2018 from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm at St. Asaph's
Church, Bala Cynwyd. Light refreshments and desserts will be served.
Scouting offers unique experiences, including outdoor sports and building practical skills. Troop Bala One
is America's First Boy Scout troop, Est. 1908, with activities and advancement opportunities for boys 11-18.
Our smaller size means more attention for each boy. We have shaped boys into young men and leaders longer
than any other troop. The Boy Scouts meet at St. Asaph's Church, Bala Cynwyd, PA., Wednesdays at 7:30
pm beginning September 5th through June. For more information about joining, please contact (610)
667-3641 or our Facebook page: facebook.com/troopbalaone

Gentle Yoga Classes
Classes are Tuesdays 9:30 am, Wednesdays 12 noon, and Fridays 10 am. Yoga is a mind/body/
spirit practice that will enable you to contact your own inner wisdom in order to relieve stress,
increase flexibility, enhance well-being, and find serenity. Classes will include stretching,
breathing, basic yoga postures, and meditative silence in an atmosphere of comfort and
acceptance. For more information, please contact Georgette by calling 484-995-3619 or email
Georgette at: yogageorgette@gmail.com.

Karate with Sifu TerryAnn

Youth Martial Arts Program - Ving Tsun Kung Fu Classes at St. Asaph's. The practice of Kung
Fu helps children build strong bodies and sharp minds. It cultivates self-confidence, discipline,
respect, awareness of one's body and surroundings, as well as the ability to center and calm
oneself. (All Levels) Thursdays @ 5- 6pm. For more information contact Sifu Terryann at
267-254-7668 or email to: terryann@sifuterryann.com
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In Light of Peace
Peace By Piece

Submitted by: Virginia Powell, M.Ed.

Peace by Piece is a program I started three years ago. Concepts such as
honesty, perspective, connections, fairness, etc., are introduced to the
children, ages 3 to 6 years, through games or age appropriate activities.
I also introduce Gandhi‘s Peace Poem. The class lasts for 15-20 minutes.
Schedule:
• Remind children that Jesus loved children.
•

•

Say the Peace Poem:
I offer you peace.
I offer you friendship.
I offer you love.
I see your beauty
“hear” your cry
“feel” your pain
This caring flows from my spirit.
I honor that spirit in you.
Let us work together for Peace.

Classes will begin Sunday, September 9
Ages: 3-6 years
Times: 8:45 AM after 8:00 service, and
after Communion for 10:00 service.

Introduce Peace concept.

Anti-Racism Commission Training and Workshop:
Active Accountability
by The Episcopal Diocese of PA

Come and See!
Please join us for the 4th workshop/training.
Saturday, Oct 6, 2018
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
at St. Asaph’s Church
in the Parish Hall
Tickets are $15
+2.55 processing fee for credit cards
Click link to register: Sales end October 5th

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/anti-racism-commission-training-and-workshop-active-accountabilitytickets-49870307432
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Adult & Youth Formation News
Adult Formation & Christian Formation for all ages will resume beginning September 10th at 9AM.
If you would like more information about our youth programs, please contact Steve Sheeran at:
pjssjs@aol.com
Sunday Morning Liturgy
Our 8AM and 10AM indoor services resume. We welcome
Fortnight Series
We gather at 6:15 p.m., dinner/discussion at 6:30 p.m. and Eucharist at 7:10pm
and finished by 7:30 p.m. Upcoming dates: September 12th & 26th, October 10th
& 24th, November 7th & 21st, and December 5th.
Night Prayer
A brief sung liturgy of Night Prayer will be held on the Second Thursday of each
month at 9:00pm. You are invited to attend, to listen, to sing and to pray. Night Prayer is the liturgy of
prayers for the end of the day. This particular liturgy takes its form from the New Zealand Book of
Common Prayer, – along with additional resources. Please share the word. The West Entrance (new steps)
will be open - park wherever you prefer of course, but I am hoping the convenience of the west entrance
doors being open will allow you to park in the front circle. Be quietly cordial, or cordially quiet; the intent
of this prayer is to allow us to gather quickly and quietly and depart in a similar fashion. Hope you will
join us! Upcoming dates are: September 13th, October 11th, November 8th, and December 13th.

Future Notes - Christmas Season
Services at St. A’s and the Cathedral
St. Asaph Schedule:
Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24th
5pm Family Service & 10pm Choir Mass.

Upcoming Meetings
Vergers Meetings dates are:
September 20th, November 15th, 2018 and
February 21st, 2019.

1st Sunday after Christmas
Sunday, December 30th, 2018
8 & 10 am services
Feast of the Epiphany - Jan. 6th, 2019
8 & 10 am services.
Baptism of Our Lord - Sun., Jan. 13th 2019
8 & 10 am services.
(If you are interested in baptism, please speak
with our Rector.)

Pastoral Care Team Meeting dates:
September 27th, December 6th, 2018
March 14th and May 16th, 2019.
Spiritual Retreats dates are:
October 13th (tentatively), December 1st, 2018
& March 16th, and June 8th 2019.

There will be one service on Christmas
morning at the Cathedral (3701 Chestnut St.,
Philadelphia, PA.) for those who wish to
celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas Day and
that service celebrating the Feast of the
Nativity is at 10:00 am.
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News from the Diocese of Pennsylvania
234th Annual Diocesan Convention 2018
The opening date of the 235th Annual
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of
Pennsylvania has been set for the
evening of Friday, November 9 and
continues on Saturday, November 10,
2018. The Convention will be held at
the Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral,
38th Street between Market and
Chestnut. Eucharist will begin on
Friday, November 9 at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a reception serving heavy
hors d’oeuvres. Registration will begin
at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 10,
gathering music at 8:15 a.m. with
Morning Prayer beginning at 8:30 a.m.

The theme of this year’s Convention is:
“Walking out into the World…Turn hearts of stone into hearts of flesh”
And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart of stone out of
their flesh and give them a heart of flesh.”
Ezekiel 11:19

Pre-Convention Meetings (where the budget and resolutions are discussed) are scheduled
for the following dates and locations:
* September 18, 2018 – St. George St. Barnabas – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
* September 27, 2018 – Church of the Messiah – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
* October 2, 2018 – St. Martin’s, Radnor – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
* October 9, 2018 – St. Andrews, Yardley – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Lay and Clerical delegates are to be registered beginning September 15th, by Lynda in the Church Office
at (610) 664-0966.
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Property News
Church Repairs
Submitted by: Steve Sheeran

As the summer winds down, there are several projects in process at the church. The kitchen and church office
hallway are freshly painted, with the lobby/foyer and the church offices next. New carpeting will be installed
in the hallway and offices.
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A diseased beech tree had to be cut down
in the Bala House school playground.

Parish Directory Updates
The Fall 2018 Parish Directory is available in digital
format and hard copies for those who prefer a printed
format.

The Church of Saint
Asaph
Parish Directory

April 2016 Edition
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If you have had a change of
address or email within the past
three months and
would like your contact
information to appear
in the parish directory, please
e-mail the Church Office
at office@saintasaphs.org

Stewardship News

Stewardship

Submitted by Mary Allen (for the Stewardship Committee)

October is Stewardship Month, so you will again be hearing about the ongoing
financial requirements of St. Asaph's.
We have just had a brief but intense fund raiser, Sowing Seeds: Campaign for
Our Future. Is it really necessary to have another pledge campaign? I regret to
say, the answer is “Yes.”
Sowing Seeds has raised money for special projects which cannot be funded by
our regular budget, which will enhance and enable the many programs of St. A's.
We will be updated about its progress in the near future!
The annual pledge campaign seeks to bring enough money to pay unavoidable daily expenses, (some more
grand than others): salaries, music, formation classes, cleaning, graveyard upkeep, snow removal, water
control, insurance, diocesan assessment, etc. These expenses add up to almost $1,000./per day.
Many of us have chosen St. A's to be our parish because it is small enough for us to care for one another,
unfortunately that requires each of us to dig deep when deciding how much we can set aside for St. A's.
Please start thinking about your own budget now and plan a special percentage for your Church!
If you feel called to serve St. A's by helping me on the Stewardship Committee, please let me know. I have
always found it to be a spiritually rewarding exercise because parishioners tend to be thoughtful, committed,
and generous people. This is a short term commitment; give it a try!

From The Church of St. Asaph’s Sowing Seeds Campaign Committee
Please plan to be in church on September 23rd to receive our congratulations for making the Church of
St. Asaph’s Sowing Seeds Campaign a successful one. Learn what projects are already underway
thanks to your generous participation. Then join us in the Parish Hall to give thanks for our blessings
and make a toast to our future. We look forward to seeing you.
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Need Event Space?
Birthdays, Graduations, Receptions,
Meetings
Did you know you can rent space at
St. Asaph’s?
St Asaph’s has comfortable and affordable spaces to rent
for an evening or on weekends. We rent space for events,
parties, receptions, meetings, classes, musical
performances, etc. We rent to individuals, nonprofit
organizations, and businesses.
The Sanctuary is available for both church members and
non-members who wish to mark life’s passages, baptism, confirmation, weddings
and funerals, before God in a Christian context. Our lovely Parish Hall serves as a
gallery and a reception area. The conference room offers a quiet space for
meetings, yoga or classes. Call the Parish Office for details, (610) 664-0966.

Remembrances
Birthdays In September - October
Margaret Nelsen, Kristen Stewart, Phyllis Touchstone, Linda Sterthous, Lila Mackintosh,
Uju Akaniru, Jack K. Moore Jr., Kelly Dougherty, Doris Weimar, Tresh Moore, Roy Harker,
(October) Steve Lindsay, Steve Chawaga, Emma Ragsdale, John Barrett, Jeff Bacher,
Kevin Harte-McCormick, Zabeth Teelucksingh, Neil Desnoyers, Clara Porrata-Doria, Lisbet Drivdahl,
John Chou, Robert Spencer, Andi Gray, Carolyn Chou, Kristen Dougherty, and Anaia Goodwin.

Birthdays In November -December
Mary Chawaga, Pat Wood, Marisa Mackintosh, Tamra Williams, Jay Love, Samantha Longdin,
Rev. Norman Hjelm, Lori Wernersbach, Rafael Porrata-Doria, Maddy Ragsdale, Sally Pearne and Ken Rideout.
(December) Frances Quinn, Barbara Rideout, Chris Dennis, Diana Post, Jeff Moodie, Nicky Garvan,
Lauren Powell, Marlene Milner, Mark McCormick, George Milner, Sarah Weedon, and Bruce Labaw.

Those Who Need Our Prayers
We pray for John Barrett, Marti Barrett, Christopher Browne, Judy Campbell, Chris Carey,
Ward Carey, Constance Gallagher, Jennifer Hero, Jeanne Khan, Fabricia Luna, Maritza Mueller,
Kathleen Murphey, Patricia Poisson, Joan Roberts, John Ross, Chris Sheeran,
Bernie Stelzenmuller, Jacinea Souza, Doris Weimar, Tom Williams, Carol and Howard Wisker.

For Those Recently Departed
Shirley Novo (Laurie Novo and Steve Chawaga), Prudence Berlenbach (Kirk Berlenbach and
Rebekah Sassi), Nancy Lawler (Don Lawler), Bill Swyer (Elaine Swyer & Bala Troop 1).
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Come Worship With Us
Sunday Schedule - Lent and Easter Seasons
8 am, Contemplative Communion
9 am, Christian Formation - All Ages
10 am, Parish Eucharist
Prefer to receive a paper copy of The Outlook? Email the church office at office@saintasaphs.org
You can also pick one up from the rack on the Gallery door or at the front door of the church.
Parish Staff

The Rev. Barry J. Harte, Rector
rector@saintasaphs.org
Lynda Staton, Parish Administrator
office@saintasaphs.org
Hours: Mon-Fri, 9a-3p
610-664-0966
Roy Harker, Director of Music & the Arts
music@saintasaphs.org
Steve Sheeran, Youth Formation
youth@saintasaphs.org
Israel Souza & Roberta Marcolino, Sextons

https://www.facebook.com/
SaintAsaphsBalaCynwyd

Vision & Mission

The Church of St Asaph is called to be a
progressive Christian community.
• We welcome everyone to God’s table.
• We stand with those in need and advocate for
the poor, the sick, the friendless and the
marginalized.
• We make children central to our life as a
community.
• We celebrate the presence of God with joyful,
engaging and inviting worship.

CHURCH OF SAINT ASAPH

A Parish of The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania

27 Conshohocken State Rd, Bala Cynwyd, Pa 19004
www.saintasaphs.org
610-664-0966

Worship Helpers Needed!
Dear Friends,
Would you like to help during the 8AM or 10 AM liturgy by being a Reader, Chalicer, Verger, Pastoral Care
Team, Greeter, Counter or Assisting Minister? Maybe you have interest in the Bread Guild, Altar Guild or
Flower Guild committees? We also have a need for drivers on Sunday for those who may need a ride to church.
We are always grateful to have new volunteers for all the above mentioned ministries. Please email or call the
Church Office to add or subtract your name.
Thank you,
Lynda Staton, Parish Administrator
Church Office

