
Description 

Priestley Forsyth Memorial Library began our “Nature Nuts” program fours ago after becoming aware of 

Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv.  We observed children during library programs and how they 

played and moved.  It seemed that not many children were in touch with how to move physically in an 

outdoor environment.  Many children were afraid of insects, spiders, and other animals that invaded our 

outdoor library space.  We wanted to change that. 

We began our program by basing it on the concept of “nature deficit disorder” that Richard Louv coined 

in his book.  Children and their family members explore animals, habitats, science concepts through 

experimentation, seasonal and environmental changes,  and have  become more comfortable with 

outdoor play and settings.    

 Our library is in a small town with access to a town park that has a fish pond.  Until the fall of this year, 

watching the fish in the pond was part of our  activity.  We went  to the pond in all kinds of weather, 

many times with flashlights, and observed  fish behavior.  The children noticed how the fish followed 

light, how they slowed in winter months, and  how ice seemed to make the fish motionless.  Last winter, 

we even observed extreme temperatures and found fish frozen in the spring. We have become aware  

that the pump which helped the water to move has been broken.  It is the hope of the children that the 

pump will be replaced. On the library property we have  developed an outdoor space where children can 

experience outdoor play in a “mud kitchen.”   This space is for digging, pouring, and getting messy.  

Math comes into play as children make “Pine Soup” using water, soil, and pine needles from our library 

pine trees.  Coordination is challenged as children balance on logs left from a tree that was removed due 

to disease.   

The children and families involved with Nature Nuts have become more aware of their environment, 

challenges  that wildlife face, seasonal change and pride in their community. We have had four families 

that have been with us since the beginning of the program.  We believe the program is helping families 

reconnect with nature and take pride in their community outdoor space.  We have also seen an increase 

in the circulation of Non-Fiction books after a topic is discussed.   

The budget is minimal for the program because the children use their sense of discovery to explore the 

outdoors.  We have invested in children’s binoculars, clipboards, and flashlights.   

 

  

 

 

 

 



Section 2:  How it supports at least one of the PA Early Learning Standards 

The entire concept behind Nature Nuts is to encourage children to interact with the outside 

environment, explore nature, and become engaged in learning about the world around them.  The 

program is built around the PA Early Learning Standard for Infants and Toddlers, “Scientific Thinking and 

Technology.” Children have demonstrated their curiosity about the Biological Sciences (Standard 3.1) by 

exploring our “Mud Kitchen.”  This area was created for outdoor play.  In this space, children can explore 

with all their senses, experiment with nature material, and draw conclusions based on their experiences.  

Water is available for mud play, mixing, dumping, and pouring.  A stone area is available for hypotheses 

about how much, how many, and what something might hold.  Small outdoor tables are available to 

encourage parent and child interaction through outdoor play.  

                        

    

The area also has been instrumental in providing children with the skills in Standard 3.11.A.9, where 

children will particpate in simple investigations of living and non-living things.  We have seen an increase 

in the children’s desire to explore outside the library and become involved with nature. 

 

 



Section #3:  Is the program display/desgin replicatble in other communities similar to yours and why? 

This program could be replicated at a library of any size.  Children have the natural curiousity to 

discover.  A walk around the outside of any library can yield many discoveries.  It does not have to be a 

formal program but rather a program where the child and adult are encouraged to notice changes in 

their environment,  nature, and their surroundings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

These pictures were taken in the 

small park across from our library.  

The first is a warm day when we could 

get outside and looked at the pond to 

find it still frozen over.  The second is 

when children were collecting trash in 

and around the park and library.   



 

These photos were taken in the area after the arrival of the stones.  The amount of discovery and 

exploration that occurs is exceptional.  Children often want to stay longer than the program and 

encourage their parents to join them in play.           


